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500 Kiddies in 
Ptshg. Cinema 


Pittsburgh, April 20. 
A sit-down strike staged by more 
fhan 500 youngsters, ranging in age 
from 6 to 10, at WB’s Enright the- 
atre Saturday morning (17) may 
spell the end of weekly sponsored 
kiddie shows there. Idea originated 
with Women's Federation of Wo- 
men’s Clubs nearly three years ago, 
that group picking selected ‘set of 
films to. be. shown juves every Sat- 
urday for 10c., and over that pore | 
has grown to house’s capacity, 4,000, 
probably most successful show of its 
kind in country. 
tecently, when 
program celebrated 
more. than 
turned® away. ~ In 
has aequired, in 
fare, “amateur 
songfest,.. which 
broadeast oVer 
under joint sponsorship of Haller 
Baking Co. and Meadowgold Milk. 
Insiders say whole thing is result 


Enright’s 
third 
1,000 tots 
meantime, show 
addition to screen 
performances and 
have. lately been 


sary, 


of long-standing feud between Fed- | 


eration and Parent-Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation, ‘specifically East Liberty 
branch of latter. Recently PTA pro- 
tested to Warners about Enright 
shows, claiming youngsters were re- 
maining too long, most of them 
sticking around all afternoon for 
regular adult bills and also protest- 
ing about quality of fare dished out 
to tots, but WB turned group over 
to Federation heads, insisting matter 
was out of circuit’s hands. 
Following series of conferences be- 
tween representatives of each, 
Was decided to put kiddies out of 
Enright immediately after end of 
regular children’s show, which lasts 
from 9:30 to noon. Announcement 


to that effect was made week ago, | 


with result that attendance fell off 
from 3,500 to less than 500 on Sat- 
urday, 

Some trouble was apparent from | 
tempers of youngsters s going in early. 
When at 12, George Bronson, man- 
ager of Enright, stepped to stage and 
told juves their show was over and 
they'd have to go, a chorus of cat- 

prentinues on om Gnee 27) 


Max Hart Has Yet 
To See Anything Of 
$3,000 Benefit Coin 


thos Hart's benefit for himself at 
é udson, N. Y., April 4, grossed 
Close to $3,000 in ticket sales and do- 
nations, but the ex-No. 1 agent 
= to have not yet seen the coin. 
eect wife slapped an attach- 
th Of $90,000 on the box office 

e ni ght of the show, claiming back 


Is 


al imony, ete 

Hart’ ne 
- fart’s bene tt proved a washout in 
stit ‘a ve . . 
one: ways than one. Most ticket 
UVers 

yers did not attend and a good 


percentage of the 
hot make 
reli 


talent lined up did 
e an appearance. Alan Co- 
pace the Theatre Authority, re- 
date at th me acts playing a club 

ie Astor hotel to fill out a 


sho 
ad for the few customers who 
re out front. 


kiddie | 
anniver- ! 
were | 


WWSW every week | 


it | 


it-Down When Model 


Tries to Oust ‘Em’ 


+ 





Tip Off on Fame 





Lorenz (Rodgers and) Hart 
and Teddy Hart are brothers 
who look alike, except that the 
former is a songsmith and 
Teddy Hart is an actor, most 

~ prominently identified with the 


stage (Yokel) and screen (WB) 


versions of “Three Men On a 
Horse.’ 

At the premiere of the new 
Rodgers and Hart musical, 


‘Babes in Arms,’ at the Shubert, 
NM; x., last W Lorry Hart 
was quite flattered when some- 
one requested autograph, 
distinction not usually accoided 
such anonymities as authodrs, 
but quick disillusionment came 
with the signature hound’s part- 
ing shot: 

‘Thank you; you certainly 
were most wonderful in “Three 
Men On a Horse,’ Mr. Hart.’ 


lL 
eek, 


his a 











MAUDE ADAMS 
64, MAY MAKE 
HER IST PIC 





star in her 
Actress is con- 


Maude Adams may 
first film in the fall. 


sidering offers and-.is expected to 
signature a one-pic pact if suitable 
|story can be found. There's also a 


chance of her returning to the stage 
lif she likes any of the scripts she’s 
now reading. Wants to come back 
but won't do it unless she can get 


|right story. 
| Miss Adams is 64 years old. Her 
l last legit appearance was in “Twelfth 


Night,’ at the Playhouse, Ogonquit, 
Me., in the summer of 1934. Two sea- | 


sons previously she toured in ‘The 
Merchant of Venice.’ Last Broadway 
appearance was in ‘A Kiss for Cin- 
derella,’ in 1917. 





‘Man Without Country’ Met 


Preem on Coronation Day 


World preem of Walter Damrosch’s 


new opera, ‘The Man Without a 
Country,’ based on the Edward Ever- 
ett Hale story, will be May 12 at the 


| Metropolitan Opera House, N. Y. 

let management had no thought 
of the Coronation Day, it avers, and 
intended no ironic reference to the 
Duke of Windsor in skedding the 
|opera. Claim the May 12 date 
| just coincidence. 

MALE STRIPPERS NEXT? 

Minneapolis, April 20. 

As a stunt to attract femme pat- 
ronage, Harry Hirsch has added a 
male chorus of six University of 
Minnesota students to his Gayety 


theatre burlesque stock. 


| week. This 100% 
| is 
| backing 
9 American Federation 
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L APPROVE 


LATE. MOVE 


To Take In All Branches of 
Show Business — William 
Green, AFL Prez, Back- 
ing Up George E. Browne, 
Head of IA — Vertical 
Unionization in Theatres 

on Heels of Coast’s Union 


Accord 


EVEN OUTDOORS 


Chicago, April 20. 
Complete unionization of all 
branches of workers in theatre 
throughout the U. S. and Canada 
was decided upon by the Interna- 


tional Alliance of Theatrical 
Employees at a special 
the national board in 


Stage 
meeting of 
Chicago 


the full 
of the 
of Labor and 
its president, William Green. 
IATSE president George E. Browne 
stated that the unionization cam- 
paign starts iminediately, and ‘im- 
mediately’ means just that. As soon 
as the executive board meeting was 
concluded and the unionization mo- 
tion became an order, 


with 
cooperation 


conducted 
and 


being 


last | 
unionization drive | 


HULA BUMPERS 
TO BALLYHOO 
CAMERA BIZ 


the various | 
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[Blue Unit Titles Bringing Protests 
In Midwest; Mgrs. Cleaning Em Up 
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Studio Labor Org. 


Hollywood, April 20. 
New Studio Labor Federation, 
composed of organizations out- 


side the producer-labor basic 
agreement, is taking shape and 
demands already have been 
made on producers for recog- 
nition. Among 14 groups de- 
manding union shop are Screen 
Acto1 Guild: and Paint 
Decorators Paperhangers and 
Makeup Artist 

Charles Lessing here fron 
N. Y. to advise on organizin 
crafts. 

Individual and collective rec- 
ognition to be asked by nev 
outfit which will get an official 


name at meeting Friday (23). 
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hopped trains and planes for their | 
| designated territories to take over 
their individual duties in the inter- 
national drive. 

This unionization campaign will 
cover the entire theatrical field, and 
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use 
houses, 
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Revival of the candid camera night 


gag received a big boost 
past week when Loew’s State 

using 
clubs 
which 


started 
night 
nights 
bugs 


at 
can 
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tofore 
be 
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candid 
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been that 


during the 


in en 
Several 
special 
camera 


which 


wholesale 
here- 


strippers 


the 


can- 
did camera gag bolsters the b.o. Last 
time the stunt was tried suces fully 
n New York was about 18 nn 
ago at the Winter Garden, but a de 
was put into the enthusiasm at that 
tin because of suit brought by cho 
rine who had been snapped in a 

nt spot. She charged that an art 
magazine used her photo ithout 
pern ion and claimed that a can- 
lid cameraist had obtained the lap 

yt. 

. 
Mae at Central City? 
Hollywood, April 20 

Mae West is mulling an invitation 
to present ‘Diamond Lil’ at the an- 
ual Central City, Colo., play festival 
July 17 to Aug. 7. 

Richard Aldrich produces this 
year. 


| 
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of 


inst 


are becoming aware 
reaction ag 
promise plenty of 
stage in gags and 


Some of .the 


growing 
blue 
on titl- 
titles 
are: 

‘Un-Dress Parade,’ 
‘Follies Brasseries,’ ‘Peek-o-Tease,’ 
‘Busts and 3ustles,” “The Strip- 
Downers,’ ‘The Sixty-Niners,’ ‘The 
Hawaiian Lei Revue,’ ‘Nudes of the 
‘Nudes in Broods,’ ‘Strips and 
‘Stripping the Stars.’ 


‘Skin Seandals,’ 


Stars,’ 


Sioux City, Ia., April 20. 
Sioux City has frowned on the 
strip-tease acts. The heat was turned 
on the ‘Stars and Strips’ show at the 
Orpheum and the act, ‘How a Woman 
Should Undress Before Her Husband’ 
was cut out after being shown three 


times. The Catholic League of De- 
cency, the Ministerial Association 
and ther organizations made i 
strong protest and Catholic clergy 
|attacked the show from the pulpit 
threatening to boycott the theatre 
unless the objectionable tease act 


was withdrawn. 
Mickey Gross, 

sued a statement 

not bill any more 


SEC Reveals Profits 
Of 10 Hearst Papers 
As $4,885,589 in ’36 


Orph manager, is- 
saying he would 


strip-tease shows. 


Profits and losses of 10 Hearst 
vspaper enterprises are revealed 
1 statements filed with the SEC in 
Washington recently, as required 
law, prior to floating of a $22,500,0 
debenture issue. Ten papers, includ- 
ed in the group known as Hearst 
Publications, Inc. and subsidiaries, 
ide an operating profit of $4,885,- 
89 last year. The peak of the 10- 
year period was in 1929 at $10,126.- 
170; the low point for the group was 
in 1933, with profits of $3,521.973 
American Weekly and Puck-The 
Comic Weekly, included in the group 


but not the above fi 
tered a low profit 
and reached a hi 
$2.999,292. 
Newspaper: 
with last year’s figures gi 
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U S. Att'y General Keenan on Coast 
Augurs Possibly Ancther Pix Probe 


Hollywood, April 20. 

A Federal investigation into vari- 
ous phases of the picture industry is 
believed imminent with the arrival 
here of Joseph B. Keenan, assistant 
U. S. attorney general. Albert Law, 
special aide to the attorney general, 
has been here for the past month 
quizzing up to 50 indie exhibs. 

Belief is prevalent that Law will 
take his findings before a Federal 
grand jury. Primary concern of in- 
vestigators is violations of the anti- 
trust laws and government consent 
decrees, says Law. Keenan is natur- 
ally silent concerning his mission 
which makes for plenty of specula- 
tion as to which way the Sherlocking 
will turn next. 


TASHMAN KIN 





SUING ED LOWE 


Attorneys for the sisters of the 
late Lilyan Tashman, film star, will 
ask N. Y. Supreme Court Justice 
Miller for an order today (Wednes- 
day) directing the appearance of 
Edmund Lowe, film star and widow- 
er of the deceased, to appear for ex- 
amination before trial in the N. Y. 
Court. 

The sisters filed the suit several 
months ago. They claim they are 
entitled to over $120,000 as their 
share in the jewelry and other per- 
sonal effects of Miss Tashman, re- 
gardless of the law of California, 
which gives Lowe the entire estate. 


Two New Recording 
Plants for H’wood, 


Each to Cost 2506 


Hollywood, April 20. 

Two licensees of Electrical Re- 
search Products will build new 
studios here, each to coast around 
$250,000. Plant to handle recordings 
for independent producers using the 
General Service lot is already taking 
shape. World Broadcasting is hav- 
ing the other blue-printed. No site 
will be picked until the arrival next 
week of Percy L. Deutsch, president 
of World. 

World has been turning out its 
transcriptions at General Service 
but conflicting schedules with pic- 
ture makers has made it advisable 
to set up its own quarters. Pat 
Campbell, local head of World, is 
making location surveys to submit to 
Deutsch on his arrival. 


‘Paramount on Parade’ 
Scrams After 5 Weeks 


Hollywood, April 20. 
‘Paramount on Parade’ checks off 
the air after the final broadcast of 
April 25. Air show had been on for 
five weeks, and drew pannings. 
Advent of daylight saving time 














pushes Hollywood origination time | 


to 8 a.m., and is held to be dis- 
advantageous to best efforts of 
players. Idea is to hit the east at 


noon and not interfere with b.o. 


‘Wake Up’s’ 2 Air Ballys 








“Wake Up and Live,’ 20th Century- | 


Fox musical, gets two major net- 
work plugs this week. First of these 
breaks came last night (Tuesday) 
with an all-20th Century cast taking 
part in the Ben Bernie-American 
Can program over NBC, while ‘Hol- 
lywood Hotel’ (CBS) will contain 
a group, including Walter Winchell 
and Bernie, from the picture, on 
Friday night’s (23) broadcast. 

‘Wake Up’ opens at the Roxy. N.Y., 
this week (23). 

E. G. ROBINSON EAST 

Edward G. Robinson arrives in 
New York tomorrow (Thursday) for 
personal appearance same night at 
the Criterion, N. Y. Actor in 
‘Thunder in the City’ (Col), opening 
at the house that night. 

Will remain east for guesters on 
Kate Smith radio show April 29 and 
May 13. 


is 





Daylite Time April 25 


Change to daylight saving 
time occurs at 2 a.m. Sunday 
(April 25) next, in New York 
and several eastern keys. 
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SUMMER SKED. 





Hollywood, April 20. 

Universal production slate up to 
the end of July has been announced 
after a series of confabs by Charles 
R. Rogers, J. Cheever Cowdin and 
| James R. Grainger. 
| ‘West Coast Limited’ and ‘100 Men 
| and a Girl’ are skedded for April 26; 
| ‘Channel Crossing,’ May 3; ‘Radio 

Patrol’ serial, May 17; ‘Heather of 
| the High Hand,’ June 7; ‘Broadway 
Jamboree,’ June 14; ‘Night Patrol,’ 
June 21; ‘Scoop,’ June 28, and a Trem 
Carr entry, either: ‘Heli on ‘Ice’ or 
‘Adventure’s End,’ also on June 28; 
‘Four Black Sheep,’ July 5; ‘Behind 
the Mike.’ July 12; ‘Synthetic Gen- 
tleman,’ July 12; ‘Carnival Queen,’ 
| July 19. and ‘Tim Tyler’s Luck’ 
| (serial), July 26. 

After much indecision, Hollywood 
has been decided upon as the loca- 
tion for Universal’s convention. Ses- 
sions start May 17 and will last for 
five days. Decision was made after 
conferences between J. R. Grainger 
and J. Cheever Cowdin. 

Meet will bring 175 attendees on 
a special train, including district 
and branch managers, salesmen, 
home office execs and foreign reps. 
Party arrives here on May 16 and 
will quarter at Ambassador hotel 
where business sessions will take 
place. 











Howard Dietz, William Ferguson 
and J. S. McLeod, manager in charge 
of exchange operations for Metro, 
leave for Hollywood Thursday (22) 
arriving Sunday to make prelimi- 
nary plans for Metro’s convention, 
opening May 2. 


‘Mt. Music’ a Bonanza 
For Hillbilly Virtuosi 


Hollywood, April 20. 

‘Mountain Music’ is proving sweet 
music for the members of the Mu- 
sicians’ Union who can play jews- 
haps, zithers and bazookas. 

Boys originally hired for a few 
days have averaged $425 out of the 
Par production to date, due to fact 
that after piece was practically com- 
pleted by Chuck Reisner he chucked 
it and it was reshot with Bob Florey 
directing. 

Picture was made at Malibou Lake 
and the Lansky Ranch, giving beard- 
ed Bachs plenty of fresh air and 
sunshine. One musician, starving for 
months, picked up not only several 
hundred bucks, but recuperated from 
a broken rib and gained 18 pounds. 

‘Mountain Music’ is Bob Burns’ 
first starrer. 

















Eileen Creelman’s Radio 
Audition; Film Chatter 


Eileen Creelman, picture critic 
for the N. Y. Evening Sun, may go 
on the air to do a half-hour of gos- 
sip on Hollywood. 

She has had several auditions and 
| is negotiating for a contract with a 
| toothpaste commercial sponsor, mak- 
| ers of Pyrocide. 





‘Fibber’ in Par Pic 
Hollywood, April 20. 

Radio act of ‘Fibber McGee and 
| Molly’ is coming to the Coast April 
29 to go into Paramount's ‘This Way 
Please.’ 

Entire troupe accon:panying 
them and broadcast will be from 
here for a minimum of six weeks. 


is 





Lichtman on Coast 
Hollywood, April 20. 


Al Lichtman is expected here at | 


the close of the week. 

| The Metro exec will spend a couple 
of weeks or more on the Coast on 
j this trip ecnnection with the 
‘firm's conventien to be held later. 


in 


Comm. Postpones Ist Meet 














KEN MURRAY 


Jersey City Journal: “Ken Murray 
and his stooge, Oswald, on the air 
Wednesday night in their new program 
on the spot formerly filled by Gracie 
Allen and George Burns. Ken’s new CBS 
Program clicked and his comedy ma- 


terial seemed better than that aired on 
his iast series.” 


Direction: 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


HWOOD CUFFO 
TALENTS HOPES 


Hollywood, April 20. 

‘If you can’t sell it to pictures, 
give it away,’ is the current prag- 
matic philosophy of talent in Holly- 
wood. Acts, as result, are airily 
tossing their routines away - under 
the belief that it’s good publicity 
and maybe there’s a talent scout in 
the audience. Payoff at best is a 
free meal, acts entertaining the 
diners from the dessert course on, 
thereby gypping themselves out of 
even cigars and coffee. 

Some of these free shows are even 
wired for sound, the talent giving 
their services to radio in these cases 
as well as the celebrities gathered 
around the festive board. 

Tops of them is the L. A. Break- 
fast Club which meets” every 
Wednesday morning from 8 a. m. 
to 10 a. m. Ham-and-eggers easily 
convince layoff talent that 10 min- 
utes before such a class audience, 
topped with flashlight photos, will 
be the makings of guys who’ve been 
made for 20 years. 

Breakfast Club has recently run 
into competition from the Scotch 
Treat Club. Their show runs from 
noon till 3 p. m., also on Wednes- 
days. Treaters, modelled on Dutch 
Treat of New York, have Rupert 
Hughes and Irvin S. Cobb alternat- 
ing as m.c.’s. Thing is an outgrowth 
of old Writers’ Club which had its 
own clubhouse on Sunset boulevard. 
Club is now a restaurant with out- 
door features, though it still has 
quarters for the Writers upstairs. 
Hughes, Cobb and Lee Shippey were 
head men of that one, and they are 
now chief figures in keeping Scotch 
Treat in limelight. 

Scotch Treaters meet in Holly- 
wood Athletic Club and play to ca- 
pacity, especially with free show 
thrown in between courses. Enter- 
tainers get paid in applause and 
handshakes from people better off 
than thems~'ves. 

Everything from bits of new 
operas to full routine of magicians 
goes on these programs. Only ones 
who can hope to benefit are authors 
who talk about their books, espe- 
cially their last ones which are just 
out or due out any minute. 


Vincent’s MPTOA Radio 














Due to absence from New York of 
Walter Vincent, chairman, the radio 
committee of the Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of America called 
off its scheduled first meeting yes- 
terday (Tues.), which was to have 





been held at Vincent's office in N. Y. 

Mecting will probably be held 
some day next week, at which time 
Vincent and other members of the 
committee, Arthur Lockwood, Lew 
Pizor and Sam Pinanski, will con- 
sider the most practical methods to 
be followed in combating radio com- 
petition to pictures. 

A poll of representative theatre | 
owners as a means of convincing the | 
producers that portions of films or | 


talent of the studios is detrimental to | 


their business and the exhibitors is | 
the most likely step reported. Ed L. 
Kuykendall believes such a_ poll 
would be effective. 


ee 


i 


Radio Film Broadcasts 





‘Marked Woman’ and ‘A Family Affair’ 
Striking examples of how radio may and may not be used for pix bally- 
hoo were offered Friday (16) night. Metro’s forthcoming ‘A Family Affair’ 


was dramatized on ‘Movie Club’ show over WHN at 8 o'clock. 


Immedi- 


ately following, Warner’s ‘Marked Woman’ was aired in tabloid form on 
Campbell Soup’s ‘Hollywood Hotel’ over WABC-CBS, beginning at 9 


o’clock. 


Allowing for difference in cost of the two shows and fact that ‘Hotel’ is 
one of the more ambitious efforts over a major network, while ‘Club’ is a 
comparatively modest undertaking, nevertheless the contrast couldn’t be 


overlooked. 


‘Marked Woman’ was given every advantage that a rich spon- 
sor, large network and leading film studio could hand it. 


It was capably 


scripted, convincingly played by the same actors who appear in the pic 
and (if radio can possibly hypo pix at the b.o.) might arouse listener yen 


to see the film. 


‘Family Affair,’ on the contrary, italicized faults of the story rather than 
dressed it attractively. Yarn is loaded with hoke and, while Lionel Barry- 
more, Spring Byington and others of the film cast may be able to make it 
credible, the ‘Movie Club’ players only accentuated its weaknesses. Diffi- 
cult to imagine anyone listening to the broadcast and then wanting to see 


the pic. 


Both ‘Marked Woman’ and ‘Family Affair’ are melodramas calling for 
heavy emoting. And both dramatizations left solution of the story in the 


air and the fate of the characters in doubt. 


the case of ‘Marked Woman.’ 


But after hearing the 


That was probably helpful in 
‘Family Affair’ 


dramatization, few would care what happens to the characters. 





20th Century-Fox Asserts Right 
To Profit on Stars Loaned to Radio 





PHILLY’S SOLUTION? 


To Pix-Radio Puzzle—WB Ties 
With Station WCAU 








Philadelphia, April 20. 
Solution to problem of whether 
airing chunks of film before open- 
ings hurt or helps biz, may lie in 
new stunt being tried here by WCAU 
in co-operation with Warner Bros. 
circuit. 


Idea is a program titled ‘Let’s Go 
to the Movies.’ Etherized 7:30 to 
7:45 each Wednesday and Friday 
evening by Powers Gouraud on 
WCAU, he reviews pic without re- 
vealing too much plot and airs se- 
quences from it. Both talking and 
singing sequences ethered directly 
from film soundtrack by cutting out 
sections Gouraud wants, splicing 
them together, and running them 
through special pick-up apparatus 
devised by station’s engineers, 

Both radio outlet and film execs 
reported pleased with result. Sta- 
tion gets interesting and listenable 
prog—such as Nelson Eddy and 
Jeannette MacDonald chirping in 
‘Maytime’—and Warners claims it’s 
helping pic biz. 





SAILINGS 


May 1 (New York to Los Angeles) 
Joe Weber (Pennsylvania). 

April 24 (New York to Genoa) Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert E. Sherwood (Conte 
di Savoia). 

April 23 (New York to London) 
Hildegarde, Anna Sosenko (lle de 
France). 

April 21 (London to New York) 
Rufus Le Maire (Normandie). 

April 21 (New York to London) 
Ed Murrow, Cornelius Vanderbilt, 
Jr. (Manhattan ). 

April 21 (New York to London) 
Gloria Swanson, Dorothy Kilgallen, 
Eugene Goossens (Queen Mary). 

April 20 (New York to Genoa) Mr. 
and Mrs. Ray Bell, Pietro Cimara 
(Roma). 


April 17 (Los Angeles to New 
York) Howard Lindsay, Russell 
Crouse, Harlan Thompson (Santa 
Paula). 

April 17 (New York to London) 
Charles and Kathleen Norris 
(Bremen). 


April 15 (New York to London) 
Gwen Farrar (Berengaria’. 

April 15 (London to New York) 
Senator Murphy (Ile de France). 

April 14 (New York to London) 
Guthrie McClintic, Kar] Laufkoetter 
(Hamburg). 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Neil F. Agnew. 
Herman Bernstein. 
Wyn Cahoon. 
Jimmy Campbell. 
Leo G. Carroll. 
Errol Flynn. 

Bob Gillham. 
Lorenz Hart. 

Lou Irwin. 

G. R. Lee. 
Richard Rodgers. 
Irving Sherman. 
Louis Shurr. 
Sylvia Sidney. 
Dimitri Tiomkin. 
James Todd. 
Shepard Traube. 





+ 


Hollywood, April 20. 

Advertising agencies using picture 
talent on the air are tiffing with the 
front office at 20th-Fox because of 
the high prices forced by that studio. 
Although roundly denied, agency 
buyers claim that players from that 
lot are forced to kick back to the 
studio half of their radio earnings, 


Studio execs explain that this im- 
pression gained currency due to the 
fact that actors sought for guest 
shots are placed in the same cate- 
gory as those loaned out to other 
studios, which means the asking 
price above the regular contract 
figure. 

Studio argues it is entitled to make 
a profit on its players in compensa- 
tion for the years and money poured 
into the buildup of its contractees, 
Agencies are fearful that other 
studios may take the same slant. 
Players also are worried, figuring 
the high prices may kill off the 
guesting biz. 


RKO REORG SET 
WITHIN 3 MOS.’ 


RKO’s marked improvement under 
direction of Leo Spitz since he be- 
came president now augurs_ that 
RKO may be reorganized financially 
in about three months, or sooner 
than anticipated. It is understood 
that certain changes may be expect- 
ed in the pending reorganization 
plan, such as to improve the position 
of general creditors under the plan. 

At 10 a. m. on Thursday (22) next 
Special Master George W. Alger be- 
gins a series of hearings on the plan 
at the Bar Association Bldg., 36 W. 
44th strect, N. Y. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Don Becker. 

A. L. Berman. 

Joe E. Brown. 

Russell Crouse. 

James Montgomery Flagg. 
Don Gilman. 

Dema Harshbarger. 
Phillips Holmes. 

Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus. 
Myron Kirk. 

Edwin Knopf. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Langner. 
Howard Lindsay. 
George D. Lottman. 
Leo Morrison. 

Jack Robbins. 

Edward G. Robinson. 
Mike Rosenberg. 

F. Z. Ryan. 

John Monk Saunders. 
Don Shaw. 

J. C. Stein. 

Pauline Swanson. 
Harlan Thompson. 
Jack Votion. 














Poultney Bigelow, Mr. and Mrs. 
Lawrence Stallings. Jascha Heifetz. 
Florence Vidor, Errol Flynn, Arthur 
Schwartz, Karl Grune, Clifford 
Almy. Peter Maurice, Jimmy Phil- 
lips. William Van Deveren, Marek 
Weber. 
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Monogram’ s $4.870,000 Sales 


Quota for New Program; 42 Pix 


Monogram, which gets back 
the field this year with W. Ray John- 
ston again at the helm, is setting a 
sales quota for the coming season, 
1937-38, of $4,870,000. This quota is 
spread over a program of 26 fea- 
tures and 16 westerns. It compares 
with a sales target two years ago for 
Monogram of $3,500,000 on a pro- 
gram of 20 features and 10 westerns. 

Johnston declares that the budget 
on the pictures to be made for the 
1937-33 film year will run about 25% 
higher than ever before for Mono, 
this partly explaining for the $4,870,- 
000 distribution quota. 

Company will start selling May 1, 
although the convention will not be 


ne 
into 








held until May 7 and 8 at the Hotel | 


Drake, Chicago. 
22 exchanges are open, nine yet to be 
organized. This number includes 
three branches which Mono itself 
will operate, in New York, Philadel- 
phia and Washington, balance of six 
being under franchises which have 
already been contracted. These 
branch points, to be opened by May 
1, are Salt Lake City, St. Louis, Min- 
neapolis, Buffalo, Albany and New 
Haven. Branches will total 31. 
While Monogram will produce all 
of the 26 features and 16 westerns 
scheduled, the company may buy 
outside product for any territories 
which need additional pictures, ac- 
cording to Johnston. It would thus 
serve as a source of supply for such 


territories, based upon demands of 
franchise holders. This will be a 
new policy for the revived Mono 


company. 


During May and June, Mono will 


sell product for delivery beginning 
July 1. By that date expectations 


are that seven pictures will be in the 
exchanges. 


WALL ST. SEES MORE 
EDUCAT'L PIX PROD. 


Recapitalization set-up for Educa- 
tional Pictures regarded in Wall 
Street as being carried out at this 
time in order to provide additional 
coin for feature production. 

. Details of the full-length film plans 
not fully known in the Street, but 
considerable interest has been 
aroused in some quarters in dealings 


is 


on rights certificates in the Over- 
the-Counter market. These would 


apply to stock when issued. 


Ed Sutherland’s ‘Miss 
Quis’ Bid as Indie Pic 


Eddie Sutherland, Par 
dickering with Vinton Freedley 
film rights to ‘Miss Quis,’ 
Morehouse play current at Henry 
Miller's theatre, N. Y. Before leav- 
ing for the Coast last week Suther- 
land told friends he hoped to do the 





director, 


is 


for 


pic as his first job as independent 
Producer. Wants Carole Lombard 
for it. Freedley office confirmed 
fact that Sutherland is dickering for 
it, but said several other film offers 
have been received. Nothing set. 
Understood Miriam Hopkins and 
the N. Y. Sun (Morehouse’s paper ) 
are among backers of the show. 
Miss Hopkins and Morehouse are 
bersonal friends. : 


Hepburn’s New Manager 


Herm mn 
Coast t 
for 


to the 
managei 
Understood 


Bernstein has gone 
» become personal 
Katharine Hepburn, 


At the present time | 


Alter Ego (Vocal) 


Buddy Clark, CBS contract 
singer, vocal-doubled for Jack 
Haley in ‘Wake Up and Live’ 
(20th-Fox ). Plot calls for 
Haley to play a crack radio 
crooner. 

New problem now is what 


will Haley do in future filmu- 
sicals? It may necessitate 20th 
placing Clark under coinci- 
dental contracting in order to 
preserve the topnotch vocal- 
izing impression. 

Haley hails from Broadway 
musical comedy, has always 
handled light comedy numbers, 
but never made any pretext to 
fancy singing. 





| 








ROSENBLATT | 


SIX | 


Ward | 


| nick production for 


ON NEW PROD. 
OUTHT 


Hoilywood, April 20. 
Sol. A. Rosenblatt, former Admin- 
istrator of the film code, is in picture 
production with the new Renowned 


Artists Corp., organized in Dela- 
ware, which includes in its setup 
Lester Cowan, Rosenblatt’s brother- 
in-law; Tay Garnett, John Ford, di- 
rectors, and Ronald Colman, actor. 
Finances are being swung by Louis 


Lurie, San Francisco realtor and the- 
atre operator. 

Outfit is dicke:ing with United 
Artists to release its pictures, but 


UA will not be involved in its finan- 
cial structure. 

Plans call for a minimum of three 
pictures on the 1937-'38 program, 
films to average around $500,000 each 
in cost. Organization seeking 
several more draw names and is at- 
tempting to induce William Powell to 
come in. 

Former NRA administrator of the 
motion picture code, 
blatt is also attorney 
Jaffe) 
and a sizable stockholder thereof, 
under recent reorganization of Mono. 


is 


(Rosenblatt & 


CUKOR WANTS B’WAY 
INGENUE FOR ‘WIND’ 





Reported that George Cukor wants 
in Selz- 
With 


borrow 


Katherine Locke for a role 


‘Gone the 


Wind,’ and is trying to her 


B. P. Schulberg, who 


under contract. Actress’ contract 
with Mare Connelly for ‘Having Won- 
derful Time,’ now in ninth week at 
the Lyceum, N., Y., runs until Sep- 
tember, though question if play will 
stick that long. ‘Wind’ figured to 
begin grinding in six or eight weeks. 

Miss Locke is member of a group 


from has her 


1S 


| of young Broadway players rehears- 


he'll pr ably be used in some ca- 
pacity by RKO for actress’ next film 
for that studio. 
ernst ‘in toured with Hepburn 
a he ison as company manager rt 
lcatre Guild’s ‘Jane Eyre’ pro- 
duc . Was previously with othe: 
Guild shows and with Katharine | 
C iii LL, 


under direction of 
Others plan a co- 


ing ‘for practice’ 
Benno Schneider. 


operative legit production venture 
in the fall, but actress isn’t in on 
that. Goes to Coast when ‘Time’ 
closes, regardless. Handled by Sam 
| Lyons. 
New Orleans, April 20. 
Three local girls and two Tulane 
students have signed 45-day option 
with David O. Selznick, John Dar- 
row, assistant to George Cukor, dl- 
rector, announced Saturday bade 
The options are result of the ‘Gone 
With Wind’ buildup 
Options were taken m Grace 
George and Lelia Werlein, student 
at Newcomb college, and Dorothy 
Shepard, student at Wright High 
School The men signed are Philo 
Smith and J, Seitz Whitt. students at 
Tulane, 


Sol A. Rosen- | 


for Monogram Pictures Corp. | 
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| Hence, Unlike Former Years, 
the Bankers Are Loosen- 
| ing the Purse - Strings— 
Film B.O.’s Are Liquid 
| and Quick Cash-Produc- 
ing—No 90-Day or Long 
| Credits as in Other Biz 


SHOWMEN EXECS OK’D 


New ambitious plans of major and 
1937- 
produc- 
the 


by 


independent film producers fo: 
38, 


tion costs, 


together with mounting 


have been given un- 


Wall 


ad- 


; equivocal go-ahead 
Street. Trend 


missions, persistently 


signal 
towards higher 


Increasing 


| grosses, upped film rentals and gen- 


| erally improved business all figure in 
this attitude. But 
more this about-face from 


liberal there 


Is 


in 


these factors. 

Perhaps the most prominent 
tors to have convinced bankers in 
the street that the picture business is 
a sound investment are the ways the 
various film companies 
straightened their 
structures. With the films’ 
households in order for the most 
part, the banking houses are at- 
tracted to this ‘cash’ operating angle 


have 
financial 
financial 


out 


if for no other reason than that it is 
regarded as highly preferred to the 
method used by other’ industrial 
firms. 

Most picture companies bill pic- 
tures three and four days in advance 
of playdates, with collections gen- 
erally made soon after the film 
opens. To Wall Street money men 


this means quick and assured turn- | 


over on their loans. No 90-day bill- 
ings or credit for long periods as is 
the case with other industries. 

Fact that money is cheap, that 
more is available than has been for 
some time, and that bankers are 
, always on the lookout for quick-turn 
loans with reliable firms, 
in the scheme of things. 
Further discernible trend the 
new attitude in the street of per- 
mitting picture companies to operate 
freely under their own executives, 
with few suggestions from the bank- 
ers. This is reflected in the policy of 
letting the showmen heading the big 
picture 


also figures 


1S 


companies, 
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[ CASH CLIX DOWNTOW 
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K GOIN 


the | 
status of a few years back than just 


fac- 


| clause 
| looks 


Par Out to Rehabilitate Its 


| 


Foreign Film Revenue; Now Ranks 


No. 3: M-G Tops, Over $28,000,000 





When Jaffe Meets Jaffe 


When Frank Capra and Rob- 
ert Riskin sailed for* England 
last Wednesday (14) there was 
some confusion at the pier to 
Sam Jaffe. Turned out 
there were two of them pres- 
ent. One was the actor who 
played the High L ‘Lost 
Horizon,’ pre the 
Columbians off. was the 
Hollywood agent. 

First time they'd met. 


locate 


ama in 
ent to see 


Other 











PUBLICITY NIX 


ON SALARIES 
LOOKS SET 


Washington, 


of salary publication 
of Federal income tax laws 
all set following approval by 
a House committee of legislation re- 
pealing provisions under which 
earnings of all persons getting 
$15,000 per annum are opened 
general inspection. 

With publicity clause foes claiming 
the practice 
blackmail, 
the House 
last week 


April 20 
Erasing 


ovel 
for 


encourages extortion, 


snooping and 


Ways and 


kidnaping 
Means group 
speedily approved the 
Doughton repealer. Measure will 
receive go-ahead sign from the Rules 
committee soon and may be passed 


before the end of the week. 
Under the present statute, names 
}and annual income of several thou- 


sand film people have been used for 
headline fodder. 


Testing Adele Astaire 


wenn @ 





| 
} 


| took 


| early 


e . 
For Comeback in Pic 
Role Opposite Buchanan 
London, April 19. 
Possible that Adele Astaire (Lady 
Cavendish), sister and once dancing 
partner of Fred Astaire, will make 
la professional comeback via_ film 
She is conferring with Jack su- 
chanan to support latter in a new 
picture, 
Miss Astaire is now undergoing | 
voice and photographic tests to de- | 


New slant is that Wall Street be- 
lieves most picture companies have 
sufficiently shrewd executives to 
know how much and where the coin 
should be spent. Think that now the 
more money they put up, the more 
business they will obtain from the 
same companies later. 

This entire change of atmosphere | 
in the street is being reflected in 
persistent and steady demand for 
picture company issues. This in 
striking contrast to the manner in 
which this group was shunned as 
recently as three and four years ago. 
Aiding this general enhancement in 
value, of course, is the natural 
tendency of amusement stocks to fig- 
ure in the foreground of any recov- 
ery movement. 


Stella Adler Becomes 
Sandra Aran for Pix 


Hollywood, Api »{) 

Yerhaps one of the most famo f 
thea il famil nm the ) | 
Adler clan ha béen far ind 
legit circles, Yiddish and En | 
around the world for i 7 
erations, 

But now that Stella Ad i 
been signed by Major P her 
name will be vilched to Sand 
Aran ov at least that the idea a 
the moment Francine Larrimore 
a niece of the late Jacob P. Adl 

‘father of Stella and Luther Adler. 


termine screen possibilities. 


COLUMBIA ALSO NOW 
HAS THE OPERA YEN 


Gian-Carlo Menotti, 25-year-old 
composer, and Curtis Institute of 
Music grad, is being sought by Co- 
lumbia. Studio is also interested in 
his new one-act comic opera, ‘Amelia 
il Ballo’ (“Amelia Goes to the Ball’) 
recently produced in Nev Yor} 
Philly and Baltimore bv the C 
Institute. Work, Me tti's first opera 
ol composition for orchestra re 
ce ‘d uniformly favorable reviev 

O nal libretto | compo 
Va I Italian rse but prece 
produced in En I 

) { 1" to be ib i}i dap 
to ) | 

Sheldon-Selznick Split 
Holl Md, April 20 
} It mn mid i 
I ) hor na illed lt yuu 

i tt ! ) 

P MIwICe I | mn ) ) 
lu 3 that period. 


Metro tops the trade in foreign rev- 
ith 


$28,000,000 


enue W an estimated more than 


yearly bulk. Twentieth 


Century-Fox ranks second, outpacing 


Paramount, third. Figures are un- 
official. 

Nowhere greater than on the for- 
eign end have the vicissitudes of 
Paramount hectic reorganization 
era left their adverse brandings. The 
firm’ management uncertainties 


which came in the wake of Par’s re- 


ceivership and bankruptey period, 
during the Zukor regime, had its ef- 
fect on production That, in turn 
dented the foreign take Par’s 


greatest setback 
seems to have 
reign of 


In foreign 
been during 


John E. Otterson 


revenue 
the briet 


as presi- 
dent. 

Today, for the first time, now tha! 
Par is on the upgrade, the firm is 


steamed up to boost its foreign situ- 
ation. 

It is admitted that bankruptey and 
studio uncertainties inherent in such 
nancial dilemmas as experienced by 
Paramount over a three 
heavy toll on 
morale and business 

London is beckoning, 
Barney Balaban, 
for the first 


-year period, 
Par’s foreign 


therefore, 
company president, 
time since he took 
fice in New York. Adolph Zukor, 
the studio end, while east 
also dug into the firm's 
tion. John W. Hicks, J 
dent in charge of 
abroad 


to 


ot- 
on 
recently, 
foreign situa- 
r., Vice-presi- 
foreign, already is 
making his survey as cus 
each year. 
It is understood 
Graham, Par’ 
of Adolph 
garding the 
Graham is 
cordingly. 
Gaumont British is figuring on an 
eastern and western sales convention 
in June, contingent upon the 
policy for GB of America, to be de- 


(Continued 


tomary 
that 
London 
Zukor’s \ 
foreign 
expected 


Cecil 
aware 


John 
rep, 1s 
ewpoints 
tTiuation 

to 


re- 
and 
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$7,000,000-$8,00C,000 Could Swing It—Presence of | 
Kent and Rubin in London May Achieve Some- 


thing Concrete—Metro 


——_—— . 


London, April 20. 

John Maxwell has been nibbling 
again at the potentialities of topping 
the British film industry through 
control of Gaumont-British by ac- 
quiring the present equities in GB 
as held by the 20th Century-Fox and 
Metro, American firms. This is out- 
side of whatever Maxwells rights 
may be under his much mixed up 
deal with the Ostrers. Maxwell's 
offer for the combined American 
equity is put at $7,000,000-$8,000.000. 

Sentiment seems to be that the 
Maxwell nibble may be among the 
things which Sidney R. Kent, presi- 
dent of 20th Century-Fox, will con- 
sider while here, and that the possi- 
bility also is that J. Robert Rubin, 
Metro’s counsel, is here for the same 
purpose. 

The hitch for Maxwell, however, is 
whether he can obtain those unalter- 
able assurances of a supply of prod- 
uct from the American firms as a 
condition precedent to making a deal 
on the shares. This looks unlikely. 
There are legal obstacles and, addi- 
tionally, there seems no purpose in 
the American: firms committing 
themselves to a presumed although 
not official franchisé to Maxwell, or 
anybody else for that matter. 

Under terms such as Maxwell 
might hanker, the American firms 
need have no qualms because con- 
ditions are such as not to require 
any such defensive measures to be 
pursued by the American companies 
in order to obtain representation 
here. 

Maxwell may have to consider 
making just a stock deal without 
conditions and leave the rest to reg- 
ular trade negotiation. 

Then, again, it is not by any man- 
ner of means certain that the Ameri- 
can firms, even though having an 
offer for their shares, will sell at 
this time. It is considered question- 
able from the Metro angle, anyway, 
because of the fact that :ietro hav- 
ing only recently acquired its GB 
shares it is not very willing to dis- 
pose of the stock. Having been 
anxious to get into the GB situa- 
tion, Metro may not feel like turn- 
ing its back on it so quickly. Through 
recent purchase M-G now has half of 
20th Century-Fox company’s shares 
in Gaumont-British. 

Metro paid around $3,500,000 for 
this equity. 

As for 20th-Fox, that company 
seems never to have been negative 
regarding disposal of its GB shares 
but in this situation it looks like 
Metro and 20th will act concertedly 
because of innate conditions govern- 

ing the disposition and ownership of 
the GB shares cach owns. Seems 
each requires the consent of the 
other to sell same. 


MANDEL DRAWS ‘JAM’ 
AS WARNER PRODUCER 


Hollywood, April 20. 

Frank Mandel, formerly of Schwab 
and Mandel, legit producers, has 
been contracted as a producer at 
Warners, assigned to the Bryan Foy 
unit. 

First job will be on ‘Radio Jam- 
boree,’ starting May 27. Bobby Con- 
nolly, previously connected with 
Mande! in the east, will direct. 


20th-Fox to Star Power 


Hollywood, April 20. 
Star rating is accorded Tyrone 
Power, Jr., in a contract renewal for 
another year at 20th-Fox. 
Player currently is appearing op- 
posite Sonja Henie in ‘Thin Ice.’ 


U Passes Up Niesen 
Hollywood, April 20. 


Reticent, However 


Wace Youmans at Par 
For ‘Sweet Sunday’ Pic 


Hollywood, April 20. 


Vincent Youmans goes to Para- 
mount to write the story and music 
for ‘Sweet Sunday.’ 

Dorothy Lamour gets the femme 
lead but no director has been as- 
signed. It will be a general office 
production under the guidance of 
Wilham LeBaron. 


EMIL JENSEN'S 





Artcinema Associates, Inc., has 
been incorporated with Emil C. 
Jensen as president, and has pur- 
chased for reissue and sale approx- 
imately 30 motion picture produc- 
tions formerly the property of Art 
Cinema Corp., which several years 
ago financed and produced features 
for United Artists distribution. The 
company takes over also a _ large 
number of unproduced plays and 
stories. 


The incorporation details were 
handied by William Clark, of 
O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery. 


NEW PIX SETUP 


WELL AGAIN NIBBLING AT IDEA OF 
TOPPING G-B VIA A DEAL WITH 20TH, MG 





CONDOR REPLIES 


Says S. E. C. Info Omissions Not 
Very Important 





Washington, April 20. 

Answer of Condor Pictures man- 
agement to Federal exceptions was 
taken under consideration last week 
by U. S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission following speedy infor- 
mal hearing. 

Whether the Government agency 
was satisfied with the reply was un- 
known, but little time was consumed 
in obtaining explanation from Con- 
dor execs about items which the 
Commish charged should have been 
included in the registration permit 
and prospectus. Management insist- 
ed the omitted data was of little 
significance and would have no ef- 
fect on the actions of prospective in- 
vestors. 
about certain contracts which Con- 
dor contended were of routine char- 
acter. 

Principal witness at the proceeding 


Condor, who denied either deliberate 


curred. Commish charged that sum- 
mary of Condor contracts, submitted 
with the registration plea, differed 
from the full text of the agreements 


were no material conflicts and took 
the slant that if the two sets of 


importance. 

Matter is in the hands of Commish 
trial examiner, whose report is due 
next week. 


Up from Cutting 








Jensen has had broad experience 
in the production and distribution 
fields, and represents the Mary Pick- 
ford Corp. in New York. Charles E. 
Moyer, formerly advertising director 
for UA, is handling publicity for the 
new firm. 


20TH-FOX’S 13-WK. NET 
PROFIT AT $2,067,598 


At annual meeting of stockholders 
of 20th Century-Fox | yesterday 
(Tues.), when all present directors 
were reelected, consolidated net 
operating: profit, after normal Fed- 
eral income tax, was revealed at 








ing March 27 last. This compares 
with a profit of $1,239,760 for the 
same quarter last year (1936) and 
with a profit of $2,338,275 for the 
fourth quarter of 1936. 


dividends of National Theatres of 
$1,134,000. No dividends were re- 
ceived by 20th-Fox from National 
either on the first quarter in 1936 
or this year, and there is no pro- 


preferred dividends of 20th, the 
profit of $2,067,598 is equivalent to 
$1 a share on the 1,684,075 shares 
of common outstanding as of March 
27. 


In addition to reelection of 12 di- 
rectors, Wilfred J. Eadie was named 
comptroller and assistant treasurer 
of the company, a new appointment. 
Josevh ¥". Schenck remains chair- 
man of the board. Other directors 
retained being S. R. Kent. H. Donald 
Campbell, John D. Clark, John R. 
Dillon, William C. Michel, William 
P. Philips, Herman G. Place, Felix 
A. Jenkins, Daniel O. Hastings, Seton 
Porter and Sidney Powell. 


Benny Rubin’s W & W 
Hollywood, April 20. 


Benny Rubin is directing the dialog 
in the new Wheeler and Woolsey 
picture, ‘Easy Going,’ at RKO. 


the original yarn by Nat Perrin. 





Gertrude Niesen, who played in 
Universal’s ‘Top of the Town’ and 
is currently making personal appear- 
ances in Chicago and Detroit, failed | 
to have her option picked up at the | 
studio. . 

Upon completion of the p.a. tour | 
she'll return to the Coast. 


| ¥ 


Lucille Campbell’s 1st 
Hollywood, April 20. 
Paramount has assigned Lucille 
Campbell to femme lead in ‘Wild 
Toney’ as her first film. 
Actress is recruited 
Broadway stage. 


from the 


These earnings are exclusive of | 


vision made for surtax on undis- 
tributed profits. 
After allowing for first quarter | 


Former comic also contributed to | 


‘Room Floor, Gilda 


| 


Hollywood, April 20. 
Charging great injury to her repu- 


tation in the profession, Gilda Gray | 


| has filed suit for $250,000 damages 
| against Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Corp. 
| because her dancing scenes were 
eliminated from its production, ‘The 
| Great Ziegfeld.’ 

| Ex-shimmy dancer asserts she was 
promised an important part 


| 


| 
| 
| 
! 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— 


Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Mr. Taylor Takes a Bath 

It used to be the girls who took the baths in pictures. 

It used to be the girls who lolled, tantalizing, in cloaks of delicate soap 
bubbles. It used to be the girls who, spending the night away from home, 
stumbled about adorable in borrowed pyjamas, oh so much too big for 
them. It used to be the girls who fetched the pretty photography, who 
got the seductive make-up, who drew the glamour lighting, who wore the 
clothes. 

It used to be the girls who laid in bed and drove everybody mad with 
just the thought of it. It used to be the girls who had the irresistible 


| bedroom doors, who waited deliciously apprehensive and wide-eyed be- 


Controversy related to dope | 


hind them. 
teeth. 

However, this was before Robert Taylor, before the advent of a manly 
beauty so overwhelming, all the old traditions tottered before its might. 
Now in ‘Personal Property’ it’s Robert Taylor who takes the bath. 


In ‘Personal Property’ one may have Mr. Taylor in a lather or rinsed. 
one may quiver to the way he wraps his robe close to his splendid chest 
and beautifully modelled loins, one may sigh as he ties the belt snug to 
his waist with such dashing disregard of the buckle. One may learn how 
he achieves his magnificent coiffure, how he coaxes with his own two 
hands his lustrous back hair into that proud, clean-swept line, one may 
even watch him clean his nails. 

Although it does leave out the method by which Mr. Taylor nurtures 
the lovely shape of his eyebrows, it is a stirring performance that Mr. 
Taylor gives in this sequence—natural, confident, and yet deeply hygienic, 
and it provides the flaps with a high standard for comparison. Nor, while 
educating the flaps in the details of what to keep on longing for,‘do Mr. 
Taylor and ‘Personal Property’ forget the matrons. They can always be 


It used to be the girls who stuck the flower between their 


|a mother to him, ‘Personal Property’ shows them, consoling them with 


was George Hirliman, president of | 


or accidental misrepresentation oc- | 


filed later, but Hirliman argued there | 


papers varied the effect was of no | 


| 


| 


| 


several scenes of Taylor and Henrietta Crossman kissing one another full 
on the lips with an ardor far more burning, as a matter of fact, than the 
feeling Taylor puts into the lone fade-out clinch he accords Jean Harlow. 


But then, ‘Personal Property’ executes so conscientiously its mission of 
pandering for Taylor, it can hardly be expected to take full care of Miss 
Harlow too. Miss Harlow’s already been made. Besides, ‘Personal Prop- 
erty’ knows it can always be sure, for her part, of her own natural gift 
for conjuring up the illusion of strip-tease without any of the bother of 
going through the motions. 





Sex Triangles and La Guerre 


Picture actresses can’t seem to learn that War is Hell Already. Instead 
of quietly sitting home and knitting socks or something, they go sniffling 
around the front, parading their hungering hearts and stirring up sleep- 
ing dogs, thus further unnerving the members of hysterical flying corps 
who are unnerved enough as it is from the strain of thinking up their 
Rover Boy repartee. 

The picture actresses who form part of a triangle, like Miriam Hopkins 
in “The Woman I Love,’ are by far the most troublesome, for they keep 
wanting to talk the whole thing out in the midst of bombardments from 
leering German aces. The picture actresses who are part of a hexagon 
or octagon, like Mady Christians, however, are not nearly so bad, for they 
at least are content to stay in their jolly cafes Behind the Lines and do 
promptly whatever should be wanted, without long ethical discussions 
first. 


Miss Hopkins weeps so nicely and stares through soft photography so 
blandly wraith-like, though, it does seem a shame at times that she’s got 
to buck the Great War in which now and then a man dies like a fly, just 
to find a little pleasure. The Great War of ‘The Woman I Love,’ actually, 
is very inconsiderate of Miss Hopkins. It’s so darned preoccupied with 


| its own brave and hearty hellishness, it never stops to think it’s making 


| 
| 


in | that’s 
$2,067,598 for 13-week quarter end- ‘Ziegfeld’ if she would take minor role | Stranger,’ in which Miss Harding is charming for the first two-thirds of 


quite as much a nuisance of itself to Miss Hopkins as she is to it. And 
furthermore, it should be enough that it’s made Paul Muni look and act 
like a St. Bernard, and Louis Hayward like a frantic terrier; it doesn't 
have to keep up the game, suggesting that Miss Hopkins bears a resem- 
blance to a disappointed yellow Persian cat. 





Ann Harding’s Fearsome Acting 


Ann Harding, scared to death, is all right; it’s Ann Harding, natural, 
so harrowing. This conclusion is available in ‘Love From a 


in studio’s ‘Rose-Marie.’ Cutting of | the picture, while one tears one’s handkerchief to tatters—and frightened 


| her part in ‘Ziegfeld’ has caused pub- 


| lic and members of theatrical pro- | 


for her life for the rest of it, when at last one may relax. 
Miss Harding’s natural charm makes many people subjected to it un- 


_fession to believe her performance | easy, because she herself takes it so big. Her slightest ‘thank you’ is never 


| contends. 





GUS EDWARDS’ LeROY 
_ DEAL ON ‘SCHOOL DAYS’ 


Hollywood, April 20. 

Mervyn LeRoy and Gus Edwards 
{are mulling an idea for former to 
| produce a picture titled 
days, Yesterday, Today and Tomor- 
row, script for which Edwards has 
submitted. 

If deal jells, LeRoy will seek to 
borrow a 
lead part. 





William in ‘Firefly’ 
Hollywood, April 20. 
First role for Warren William un- 
|der his new Metro contract is in ‘The 
| Firefly,’ featuring Jeanette MacDon- 
|ald and Allan Jones, 
| Robert Z. Leonard is 


| Hunt Stromberg producing. 
| 





directing. 


| Guild Elects May 9 


Hollywood, April 20. 
| Annual election of Screen Actors 
Guild is set for May 9, when 11 di- 
| rectors and officers will be chosen. 
Kenneth Thomson 
| be re-elected executive secretary. 
| Robert Montgomery is president. 
' 


GN’s Eric Linden 


Hollywood, April 20. 
| Grand National has stZned Eric 
| Linden to a four-picture yearly deal. 


candid camera 
Flash Casey.’ 


yarn cailed ‘Here's 





‘School- | when she shrieks, she no longer rings out. 


is expected to | 





| condescension. 
be tough for anybody to be casual. 


| she does or says, it’s to make somebody else a little happier. 


| was of an inferior nature, Miss Gray | an expression of courtesy, it’s undying gratitude; her ‘come in’ to a knock 


on the door heralds the Coronation Procession; her ‘I’m going to take off 
my bonnet’ sings of a duty about to be done, to be done valiantly, with 
head held high though the whole world may be against her. Whatever 
If she just can't 
meet people on equal ground, it’s because she’s so much better, wiser. 
kinder, than they—her superiority fairly pushes her into a position of 
With so much inherent nobility to carry around, it would 
However, understanding it doesn’t 


| seem to make it any easier. 


But Miss Harding is a competent actress, and so when she gets scared 
to death, fear takes possession of her to the exclusion of her charm, and 
The crescendo of her fright 
leaves no time for love-of-humanity looks and only terror shines from 
her eyes, and she becomes, by contrast, quite soothing. One’s tension con- 


| sequently disappears, and with Miss Harding screeching and shuddering, 


name moppet player for | 


| 
| 


} 
| 
| 


Next Joe E. Brown Film {ASTAIRE’S FILM ON 
On Slate for Late May THE CASTLES FOR RKO 


Hollywood, April 20. ! 








Hollywood, April 20. 


T > ( 4 . , in “2 . ‘ . 
Rasy Read E Boe pgs for RKO will make a picture based 
— a wt sla : _ to star ! “eee on the lives of the late Vernon 
art o sy. is being ecrinte ’ “ 
iE eo? 3S Being scripted DY | and Irene Castle (now Mrs. Mc- 
Robert Flournoy. Comic washed up Laughli - “- 
, ‘se | Laughlin) with Fred Astaire set to 
| ‘All Is Confusion’ last week under | star 
| Edward Sedgwick’s direction _ ss 
' : Mortimer Offner is scripting and 
Brown has gone to Chicago where | a aa 


| ducer and personal rep for George 


New signee’s first for GN will be a} by Arliss. 


| (21) for U. S. 


_Pandro S. Berman will produce 


| 
| WANTS DIX AND CAREY 
Hollywood, April 20. 
Frank Lloyd is after Richard Dix 
for top spot in ‘Wells Fargo,’ his cur- 
rent feature at Par. Dix at present |S 
under contract at Columbia on ‘Once 
a Hero,’ which washes up his s' 
there. 
Lloyd is also after Harry Carey 
| support Dix. Carey is doing ‘Mex'- 


he will do a series of baseball broad- 
casts before going on to N. Y. 





LE MAIRE SAILING HOME 


London April 20. 
Rufus Le Maire, Universal pro- 
Arliss, sails from London tomorrow 


Le Maire has been abroad three 
weeks talking a return to the U. S. 
He was going to stay for 
the Coronation but evidently 
changed his plans. 


| can Quarter’ for Bob Sisk at RKO 
Radio as a freelancer. 
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Fox-WC to Continue Double Bills 


After Test Shows Patron Preference 


+ 


Los Angeles, April 20. 

Fox-West Coast Theatres has com- 
mitted itself definitely to a continued 
policy of double feature programs 
for the 1937-38 season. Decision was 
announced by Charles P. Skouras, 
circuit operator, before leaving for 
New York on a film buying jaunt. 

Explaining his decision to continue 
double features over the entire cir- 
cuit, despite widespread agitation for 
their elimination, Skouras said that 
recent tests made of the relative 
draw of a trio of top bracket pic- 
tures prompted the action. 

These pictures were played solo 
and on dual programs as toppers in 
comparable theatres in various key 
spots over the circuit, with grosses 
ranging from 25% to 30% higher in 
houses on the double bill policy 
over the single feature spots. 

Skouras stated the investigation 
and tests had convinced Fox-West 
Coast that the public demanded 
double feature programs, and that 
surveys indicated conclusively that 
patrons want both quality and quan- 
tity. Similar tests, it is announced, 
will be made approximately every 
six months, in order not to lose 
gauge on any possibility of the pub- 
lic changing its mind. 

Pictures that were used in the | 
tests were ‘Maytime’ (MG), ‘Seventh 
Heaven’ (26th) and ‘Lloyds of Lon- 
don’ (20th). 

Skouras also announced increased 
admission prices in San Francisco 
and the Northern California terri- 
tory, as well as in the Northwest 
area where circuit operates. First 
runs in San Francisco, Oakland and 
Portland, presently operating at a 
40c. admission top, will be boosted 
to 55c., putting them on same basis 
with first runs in Los Angeles, which 
tariff has been in effect here for | 
past two years. 

Theatres which will increase to | 
55¢e. are the Warfield, Paramount, 
Fox and St. Francis, in San Fran- 
cisco; Oakland, Fox, Paramount, 
Orpheum, State and Grand Lake in 
Oakland. 

Nabe and subsequent run houses 
now charging 30c. or 35c. will be 
upped to 40c., with admissions to be 
upped 5-10c. in all other areas out- 
side of Los Angeles and Southern 
California. 

Voluntary wage increases for two 
groups of lower bracket workers 
was also announced by Skouras. 
They include theatre doormen and 
janitors, 





St. Louis, April 20. 

Operators of nabes here are seri- 
ously considering abolishing double 
feature programs, following success 
that Louis Landau, indie operator in 
South St. Louis, has had with policy 
since Jan. 13. On that day Landau 
cut down volume of progams, and, 
receiving no kicks from patrons, has 
continued it. 


ZOBEL, KELLY LEAVE 
REP.; STUDIO REVAMP 


Hollywood, April 20. 
_Revamping of Republic produc- 
tion setup has resulted in Victor 
Zobel and Burt Kelly leaving the 
Studio to make room for new pro- | 
ducers who will be organized on a | 
unit basis with Moe Siegel as studio | 
topper. 

E H. Golds:ein is due in today 
(Tues.) to confer with Herbert J. 
Yates, J. J. Milstein, Al Wilson and 
other studio ex +s. 


Fowler Heads 20th Trio 


Priming Jesse James Pic 




















‘ Hollywood, April 20. 
i Gene Fowler, Hal Long and Rosa- 
a oe are collabing on the 
oy rd The Life of Jesse James 
wh eececicharan Nunnally Johnson will 
‘ Clate producer. 
origin Ternate is author of the 
with ye re which she prepared 
“Urviving members of the 


James family. 


| way 





Homolka’s H’wood Bow 


Hollywood, April 20. 

Oscar Homolka, British actor, will 
arrive here next month to make his 
American screen debut in the Lucien 
Hubbard Technicolor picture, ‘Ebb- 
tide,’ at Paramount. 

Yarn by Robert Louis Stevenson 
is being screenplayed by Bertram 
Milhauser, and will be directed by 
Henry Hathaway. Picture will go 
into production as soon as Hathaway 
washes up ‘Souls at Sea,’ 
Gary Cooper-George Raft co-starrer 
at Par. 








LOEWS POINTS 


TO $16,060,000 
EARNINGS 


Earnings of Loew's, Inc., for the 
28 weeks ended March 11, slightly 
longer than the half-year fiscal pe- 
riod, virtually doubled those all 
along the line as compared with sim- 
ilar period in 1936. The company’s 
share of net profit for this 28-week 
period ending last month was $8,- 
606,130, as against only $5,033,038 in 
comparable period in March, 1936. 
Loew earnings now are running at 
a rate which, if maintained, would 





| produce a net profit of about $16,- 


000.000 for the fiscal year ending 
next Aug. 31. 
This huge net boosted earnings 


on the preferred stock from $36.81, 
shown in the previous year, to $62.95 
per preferred share for the current 
year. Earnings represent $5.26 on 
the common as against only $3.04 
in the 28 weeks ending in March, 
1936. The company’s share of operat- 
ing profit after subsidiaries’ pre- 
ferred dividends was $12,390,097, as 
compared with $7,878,998 in the 28 
weeks of the preceding year. 

The pick-up in Loew earnings as 
compared with previous years since 
1952 is shown in the fact that the 
$5.26 per common share reported for 
the 28 weeks this year exceeded the 
total per share earnings for the full 
years of 1934 and 1935. The company 
showed only $2.15 per common share 
in 1933. , 

Some conception of the large re- 
serve being built up on the preferred 
is obtained from the fact that Loew’s 
pays $6.50 per share annually on this 


issue, whereas approximately 10 
times that amount was shown for 
little more than half a year cur- 


rently. 

Although the price for the com- 
mon stock is now approaching the 
peak level of 1929, Wall Street is be- 
ing attracted because of possibilities 
of tilting the regular dividend from 
its present figure of $2 annualiy and 
the almost certain substantial extra 
cash nayments counted on each quar- 
ter. The federal surtax law is a factor 
that almost automatically paves the 
for such extra. distributions 
whereas seven and eight years ago 
this surplus could be held back for 
less profitable periods of operation. 





20th-Fox Building 9-Plock 


Set for ‘Chi,’ Then Fire ft 


Hollywood, April 20. 
Henry King has been assigned to 


direct ‘Chicago’ at 20th-Fox, start set | 


for latter part of May. 

Studio, to the film 
a big production, plans seis to covel 
blocks and details of the 
Chicago fire scene are being worked 
large staff of 
Lamar Trotti and Sonya Levien did 


figuring give 


nine city 
technicians. 


out by a 


the script from an original by Niven 
Busch. 


current | 





ME. DISTR 
FEM IT C 





aL 


Theory for This Is the Need- 


See Exhibitors — Latter 
Stall Habitually, Regard- 
less—Thus the Premise of 
Beating the Opposish Dis- 
tribs by Selling Quick 
May Not Work Out 


DIFFERENT NEXT YEAR? 





Early selling is not only causing 
agitation among. exhibitors, with 
their associations in some instances 
advising against negotiations of con- 
tracts too far in advance, but the 
effort to try to close business al- 
most before the snow is off the 
ground is going to cost the distribu- 
tors so much money, according to 
some distrib predictions, that the 
pendulum will swing the other way 
a year from now. 

Observers point out that each year 
the trend has been to try to sell a 
little earlier than the prior season 
until now all reason seems to have 
been lost by distributors who want 
to try to steal a march on their com- 
petitors. This year conventions start 


May 1, Metro having selected that 
date, and most others will be held 
during this spring month, while 


others are being planned for June, 
and none in July. In going out to 
sell in May, several distributors are 
hoping for 1937-38 contracts on 
until Aug. 15 or later. 

It is contended in some quarters 
that the early-bird distributors who 
are honing, in May or June. to knock 
off accounts before competitors have 
gotten around to ’em, are going to 
learn that there will be more than 
the usual stalls, and the costs fancy. 
When salesmen have to call on the 
same accounts too many times, just 
because the first call is too early, 
the distribution costs are going to 
mount, it is held. It’s no secret that 
the average buyer usually likes to 
wait until the last minute after he 
has seen what final deliveries are 
made on the current (1936-37) buys, 
whether deliveries will be according 
to promises and whether there may 
be any adjustments toward the tail- 
end. 

Another reason why next year 
may see a later selling season, ac- 
cording to oldtimers in 
field, is that distribs this early can- 
not comprehensively insure’ ac- 
counts what th°v are going to get 
from Aug. 15 n<« to Aug. 15, 1938. 
Program ».ks were cut out last 
year partly * this eason. 

Spokesmen liken the selling sea- 
son thing to the trend of theatres 
which once started shows on Mon- 
day, then went to Sunday openings. 


then Saturday, finally Friday and 
Thursday, and now in numerous 
cases are at Wednesdays—nearly 


back to the Mondays 
from. 


they started 


Crouse, Lindsay, End 
Pic Jobs, Start Stagers 








Hollywood, April 20. 

Russell Crouse and Howard Lind- 
say have completed their film chores 
, at Paramount and are on the water 
heading for New York and two 
| musicals awaiting their scrib touch. 
| One is for Vinton Freedley and other 
} 


| for Max Gordon and Sam H. Harris 


ducer, accompanied the pair and en 
route the trio will set their combined 
efforts to the screen play of ‘Big 
| Broadcast.’ Lindsay had the script 
| assignment on ‘Double or Nothing’ at 
| the studio. and Crouse collabed with 
| Jack Moffitt and Charles Lederer on 
| ‘Mountain 
| 
| 


Music.’ 
Both Crouse and Lindsav ll be 
| back in the fall for further film 
writing. 


FILM SELLING: 





=n 








nc | WB's $900,000 for the Roxy, N. Y, 


Opposed 20th Bid; But Now It's Cold 


| Metro’s No. 3 ‘Thin Man’ 


less Repetition of Calls to | 





| the 
| more 





Hollywood, April 20. 

Third of the Dashiel Hammett 
‘Thin Man’ series, ‘The Return of the 
Thin Man,” has been set by Metro as 
a Hunt Stromberg production. 

William Powell and Myrna Loy 
will again be co-starred, with Asta, 
the trick dog, featured. Adaptation 
is being made by Albert Hackett and 
Frances Goodrich, 


Brit. Producers 
Favor the Idea 
Of Joebreening 





While Joe Breen was sounded out 
by British theatre owners as to the 
feasibility of establishing a volun- 
tary industry control organization, 
similar to the Hays office idea, pic- 
ture men in New 
vision an early establishment of 
such. They believe that the English 
film business need the cooperation of 


the Hays production code more than | 


having one of their own. A closer 
tie-in with the Hays setup, so that 


England's picture interests will have | 
counsel, is | 


benefit of Haysian 
likely and logical than anv 
British counterpart of the Hays as- 


| sociation, 


product that will not start releasing 











Breen concurs that England’s pro- 
ducers now are quite generally 
agreed on approaching code admin- 
istration or purification of films from 
the early script submission angle. 
They favor the idea of 
scripts of proposed features to the 
N. Y. production codists, far in ad- 
vance of actual filming, because 
thoroughly sold on the benefits to 


be derived from this practice. Breen | 
said that the English attributed the | 


high caste of U. S. productions cur- 
rently largely to the effectual work 
done by the Hays production code 
offices. 

There is no need for a code ad- 
ministration office for the MPPDA 
in England, Breen explained, because 
only about 50 to 60 features of the 
200 made annually come’ under 
Haysian supervision. 





PAR SENDING CREW TO 


the sales | 


MALAY FOR JUNGLE PIC 


Hollywood, April 20. 

A jungle melodrama based on hu- 
man achievement on a lone trek 
through the wilds of Malay, from a 
story by Walter Post, will be pro- 
duced by Paramount under the title 
of ‘Booloo.’ 
tor, will leave with his expedition 
April 26. Colin Tapley, Par con- 


tract player, will be the only white | 


man in the cast. 


Carl Berger, with Elliott on two | 


‘previous jungle adventures, and two 
assistants will handle the cameras. 
Wilfred Deming, sound engineer in 
India for past two years, will record 
sound, 

Elliott planned and filmed ‘Bring 
‘Em Back Alive,’ with Frank Buck 
and later made ‘Devil Tiger’ for Fox 
in Asia. 





Capra, Riskin Feted 


Harlan Thompson, Paramount pro- | 


In London; Local Pic? 


London, April 20 

Columbia Picts feted Frank Capra 
and Robert Riskin yesterday (Mon- 
day) at a swank luncheon. 

Capra stated that terrific pressure 
is being brought to bear on him to 
direct one picture while he’s here. 
and that he was finding it difficult to 


refuse. He added that the only prob- 
lem preventing is a story prepara- 
' tion, 


York do not en- | 


sending | 


That Warner Bros. had offered 
$900,000 in cash for the Roxy theatre, 
N. Y., last December in opposition 
to the bid submitted by 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox was made known Monday 
(19) when a copy of their offer was 
produced at the hearings being held 


before Special Master Addison 5S, 
Pratt. It was not disclosed whether 
the bid as _ originally made. still 
stands. [It has since been with- 
drawn.] 

The Warner offer was submitted 
to the Tipton Committee of bond- 


holders which is opposing 20th-Fox 
control of the theatre. The film con- 
cern submitted its plan through 
Alfred M. Wolf, of Hirsh, Lillienthal 
& Co. 

Under the Warner offer the $900,- 
000 cash would go to retire all obli- 
gations except $350,000 which would 
be used for rehabilitation and work- 
ing capital. <A first mortgage 10- 
| year 5% bond issue totalling $1,800,- 
| 000 would be floated. Of this amount 
half would be turned over to Warn- 





} 





ers and the other half to compen- 
|sate the bondholders. At present 
there are $3,600,000 in bonds out- 


| standing. The holders of those not 


sharing in the $900,000 would receive 
20-year 442% bonds. 

The plan submitted would call for 
the «issuance of 400,000 shares of 
common stock which would be di- 
vided among the holders of gold 
notes and stockholders would be 
given warrants toward purchase of 
the new common stock. 

Under the plan Warners would 
give a first-run picture franchise to 


the theatre; guarantee rent, taxes 
and interest if the weekly gross 
| equalled $32,000. Should the gross 


| exceed this amount, 15% of the ex- 
cess would go to the new corpora- 
tion, 

At the time, the question arose 
over the Strand’s future, WB's pres- 
ent Broadway showcase. 


‘SCREEN PLAYWRIGHTS’ 
CODE NOW IN EFFECT 


Hollywood, April 20. 
| Carrying the approval of tne 
| writers branch of the Academy of 
| Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, 
| the new Screen Playwrights’ pro- 
ducer-scenarist code became effec- 
tive yesterday (Monday). 
Acceptance of the Playwrights 
code does not affect the five-year 
writer-producer basic agreement 
functioning through the Acad. The 
Acad agreement will be amended to 
|conform with that of the Play- 
wrights, eliminating a dual code of 
practice. 








| 
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Ruby Mercer’s Met Dates 
Before Reporting at M-G 


Clyde E. Elliott, direc- | 


Ruby Mercer, recently signed to 
contract by Metro, has been allowed 
one month’s leeway before reporting 
to the Coast so she can appear with 
the Metropolitan in its spring opera 
season. Starts next month. 

She is scheduled to sing in ‘Faust’ 
and possibly one or two other operas, 
Starts picture work in June. 





Selznick Defers ‘Live’ 





Filming of ‘Let Me Live’ has been 
temporarily called off by David Selz- 
nick after a- series of color 
tests of the proposed cast. 

Producer feels that pictures with 
prison background are not so hot at 
the boxoffice just now and wants to 
sive it further consideration He 
may do it at a later date, says Selz- 


! 
‘ ng 


nick. 


Metro Renews Ruben 


Hollywood, April 20. 
J. Walter Ruben has drawn a new 
directing paper at Metro. 
Divector’s new termer came with 
‘completion of ‘The Good Old Soak.' 
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Hard Pull in L. A.; Taylor-Harlow 
No Pushover at $22,100, 2 Spots; 
Bette Davis OK; Crosby's Record 
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Los Angeles, April 20. | 
New: arrivals on current week | 
failed to elicit any undue amount of | 
interest. although trade is mostly | 
satisfactory. Holdovers fared much | 
better proportionately, particularly 
Bing Crosby’s ‘Waikiki Wedding’ at} 
the Paramount, and Universal's ‘Top | 
of the Town’ at the day-date Pan- | 
‘tages and RKO houses. ‘Waikiki, | 
with $20,000, setting second-week | 
record at the Paramount. 
‘The Good Earth,’ MG’s two-a-day | 
road show, is in its final week at the 
Carthay Circle, where it folds (25) 
after completing 16 weeks of highly 
profitable biz. Other local road show, | 
Columbia’s ‘Lost Horizon,’ continues | 
to attract lucrative trade to the Four | 
Star. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55-83- | 
1.10-1.65)—‘The Good Earth’ (MG) | 
(12th week). Nearing end of long | 
run, opus brought oke $8.300 last | 
week. Picture will be road-showed | 
throughout Southern California at | 
once but will get no pop-price re- 
lease locally until after Aug. 1. 


Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- | 
55-75)—‘Personal Property’ (MG) | 
and ‘Midnicht Taxi’ (20th), dual. 


Robert Taylor-Jean Harlow combo 
doesn’t seem to blend with Holly- 
wood mob so will have to bé satis- 
fied with fair $9.300. Last week. ‘His- 
tory Made Night’ (UA) and ‘Espi- 
onage’ (MG). fared better than an- 
ticipated at $10,200. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Marked Woman’ (FN). Newest 
Bette Davis opus will hit fair $6.900 
and there'll be no holdover. Last 
week, second stanza of ‘King and 
Chorus Girl’ (WB), failed to hit ex- 
pectations at $5,700. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 55-83-1.10- 
1.65)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (6th 
week). Continues to hold to profit- 
able pace. Last week brought very 
good $7,200. 

Hollywoed (WB) (2,756: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Marked Woman’ (FN). Al- 
though heading for satisfactory $7,- 
500, will not hold for second stanza. 
Last week, ‘King and Chorus Girl’ 
(WB), 2d week, brought okay $5,300. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55 )— 
‘Top of Town’ (U) and ‘California 
Straight Ahead’ (U), dual (2d week). 
Holdover doing about as well as can 
be expected and there will be no 
loss at $5,000. First week wound up 
with satisfactory $8,700, little below 
expectations. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3.595; 30- 
40-55 )—‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) and 
stage show (2d week). Hitting an- 
other smash $20,000 on second week. 
pic is almost certain to hold for third 
stanza. 20G mark is h. o. record at 
house. First week finished with ter- 
rific $28.300, all-time top under Fan- 
chon & Marco operation. 

RKO (2,950; 30-40-55)—‘Top of 
Town’ (U) and ‘California Straight 
Ahead’ (U) dual (2d week). Run- 
ning about neck and neck with its 
day-dater (Pantages) for profitable 
a First week ended with neat 


State (Loew-Fox) (2,024: 30-40-55- 
75)—'Personal Property’ (MG) and 
‘Midnight Taxi’ (20th). dual. No un- 
due excitement at $12,800, leaving 
he assumntion that customers can’t 
see Jean Harlow teamed with Robert 
Taylor, so side-stenning. Last week, 
‘History Made Night’ (UA) and ‘Esni- 
onaze’ (MG), brought $12,500, a lit- 
tle better than hoped for. 


United Artists (Fox-UA) (2.100: 
30-40-55)—‘History Made Night’ 
(UA) and ‘Espions7e’ (MG). dual. 


Moveover of this brace for continued 
first run not too profitalle at $3.500 
Last week. ‘Lloyds’ (20th) and ‘Fair 
Warning’ (20th). fair $4,200. 
Wilshire (Fox) (2.296: 30-40-55-65) 
—‘History Made Nirht’ (UA) and 
‘Espionage’ (MG), dual. Running 
considerably ahead of its day-dater 
(United Artists) and $6.400 nientv 
oke. Last week. ‘Lloyds’ (20th) and 
‘Fair Warning’ (20th), bettered $6,- 
100, profitable. 





Musical Load in Pert.; 


Top Town’ Fair $5.500 


Portland, Ore., April 20. 
Epidemic of pic musicals in burg 
this week and they’re all mopping 
up good returns. ‘Top of the Town’ 
at the Broadway had several weeks 
ef bally build-up. ‘Swing High, 
Swing Low’ is now in its second big 





'vorable and holdovers played out. 


Have Our Moments’ (U), good} 
$6,700. 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) | 
(1,400; 55-1.65)—The Good Earth’ | 
(MG). Strong exploitation and good | 
reviews, but scale too high for this | 
town. Last week, ‘Plough and the | 
Stars’ (RKO) and ‘Criminal Lawyer’ 
(RKO), only fair $2,300. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) | 
(2,000; 30-40)—Swing High’ (Par) |} 
and ‘Meade’s Woman’ (Par) (2d| 
week). Going nice at $4,500. First | 
week connected for big $8,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) | 
(3,000; 30-40)—‘Waikiki Wedding’ | 
(Par) and ‘Time Out for Romance’ | 
(20th). Proving okay biz-getter at | 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Love Is News’ | 
(20th) and ‘Her Husband Lies’ (Par), 
held for 11 days, good $9,200. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- | 


40)—‘Maytime’ (MG) (4th week). | 
Still going strong at $4,500. Will | 
hold longer. Third week, $5,300. | 


First two weeks terrific $15,500. 


PROPERTY’ HOT 
$33.500 IN TWO 
HUB DUALS 


Boston, April 20. 

‘Personal Property’ on a dual bill | 
at the Orph and State; and ‘History 
Made at Night,’ on double feature 
lineup at Memorial look like lead- 
ers this week. ‘King and Chorus 
Girl’ is getting good play at Par and 
Fenway, ‘also, 

‘Internes Can’t Take Money,’ with 
stage show, is very pale at the Met. 
‘Lost Horizon,’ roadshow, oke. 

Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Make Way for a Lady’ (RKO) and 
‘Slums of Paris’ stage unit. Satisfac- 
tory $22,000 predicted. ‘Off to Races’ 
(20th) and ‘At Home Abroad’ unit on 
stage, opened string, then slackened 
to $18,700 last week. One more week 
of vaude, then duals for summer. 
This house will take ace product 
from Memorial for continuous runs, 
when holdovers are in order. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB) and 
‘Her Husband Lies’ (Par), dual. As- 
sisted by good press campaign, aim- 
ing at dandy $7,500. Last week $6,- 
500 for ‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) (2d 
run) and ‘Fair Warning’ (20th) (ist 
run), double, 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
40-55)—‘History Made at Night’ 
(UA) and ‘Love Is Young’ (U), 
dual. Clicking to tune of $24,000 
for nine days, a very good local 
campaign aiding. Last week ‘Top 
of Town’ (U) and ‘Man Found Him- 
self?’ (RKO) yanked on fifth day of 
second week, $8,200. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35- 
55-75 )—‘Internes Can’t Take Money’ 
(Par) and Roger Pryor band on 
stage. Can’t take much at this gate, 
about $19,000 will be tops. Last week 
‘Marked Woman’ (WB) with Frank 
Crumit and Julia Sanderson on 
stage, $24,000, oke but not big. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Personal Property’ (MG) and 











1st Runs on Broadway 





(Subject to Change) 
Week of April 23 


Astor—’Good Earth’ (MG) 
(13th wk). 
Capitel — ‘Good Old Soak’ 


(MG) (22). 
Central—‘I Promise to Pay’ 
(Col) (24), 


Criterion—‘Thunder in the 
City’ (Col) (22). 
Globe—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 


(8th wk). 

Music Halli—‘A Star Is Born’ 
(UA) (22). 

Paramount — ‘Swing High, 
Swing Low’ (Par) (2d wk). 

Rialto—‘Family Affair’ (MG) 
(19). 


Rivoli— Love From a 
Stranger’ (UA) (2d wk.). 

Roxy—‘Wake Up and Live’ 
(20th ). 

Strand — ‘Marked Woman’ 


(WB) (3d wk). 
Week of April 30 


Astor—‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
(14th wk). 

Capitol—‘Night Must Fall’ 
(MG) (29). 

Central—‘That I May Live’ 
(20th) (1). 

Globe—Lost Horizon’ (Col) 


(9th wk). 

Music Hall—‘A Star Is Born’ 
(UA) (2d wk). 

Paramount — ‘Swing High, 
Swing Low’ (Par) (3d wk). 

Rialteo—‘Outcast of Poker 
Flat?’ (RKO) (26). 

Rivoli—‘Cafe Metropole’ (28). 

Roxy—'Wake Up and Live’ 
(20th) (2d wk). 

Strand — ‘Mountain 
(WB) (1). 


Justice’ 











‘Devil's Playground’ (Col), dual. Hot 





here and may holdover on strength 
of $18,500 clip. ‘Mcvtime’ (MG), solo, 
ended third frame last week with 
dandy $11,000. During the run, a 
considerable chunk of repeat trade 
was noted. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
55)—‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB) 
and ‘Her Husband Lies’ (Par), dual. 
very good. $10,500. Last week ‘Wai- 
kiki Wedding’ (Par) (2d run) and 
‘Fair Warning’ (20th) double, pleased 
with $8,000 count-up. 

Shubert (Col) (1,590: 55-85-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). Opened 
roadshow here last week with okay 
$13,500 starter. Hope for four 
frames, 

State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-50)— 
‘Personal Property’ (MG) and 
‘Devil’s Playground’ (Col), dual. 
Very good, $15,000. ‘Maytime’ (MG), 
finished third week with okay $9,000, 
last week. 


‘TOWN’ DUAL TOPS IN 
PROVIDENCE, $10,000 


Providence, April 20. 


Aside from ‘Top of the Town’ ona 
dual at the Majestic, this. week’s pro- 
grams are rather lukewarm. Grosses 
in like class. Best bet seems to be 
‘Town,’ a likely $10,000. 

‘Good Earth’ moved in Sunday at 
the Carlton for one week road show 
engagement. Advance sale good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carlton (Fay) (1,600; 55-1.50)— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG). Nice advance 
sale and swell publicity among 
schools, colleges and organization 
should put this one over. 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-25-40)—‘Romance 
and Riches’ (FN) and Benny Davis 
revue on stage. Variety bill doing 
most of the pulling; biz is oke at 
$7,000. Last week ‘Midnight Taxi’ 
(20th) around same figure. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 15-25-40)— 











Baltimore, April 20. 


Biz taking a bit of an upward 
swing this week, with weather fa- 


Combo Hipp, cashing in on extra 
heavy exploitation of ‘Woman I 
Love’ (RKO) plus the Jesse Craw- 
fords heading vaude bill, is garner- 








week at the Orpheum. ‘Waikiki 
Wedding’ strong at the Par. ‘May- 
time’ is in fourth week at Parker's 
UA. 


Estimates for This Week | 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-40) | 

—Top of the Town’ (U) and ‘Way | 
Nut Wert’ (MG). Big advance bally, 
‘ut onlv average $5,500. Last week, 


ing nice $12,300, and Loew's Cen- 
tury, playing ‘Personal Property’ 
(MG) is showing profit at $11,500, 
although somewhat below expecta- 
tions. 


‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) opened road- 


show engagement at Maryland Sun- 
day night (18) and is holding fairly 





consistent pace with a swell brace 
of reviews from local crix. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s) (3,000; 15-25-35- | 
40-55)—‘Personal Property’ (MG). | 
Doing nice enough with profit at 
$11,500, but not quite as big as ex- 
pected with marqueed names. Last 


SS 


Balto Biz Better: Muni-Hopkins Good 
$12,300; Taylor-Harlow Nice $11,500 


pleasing $6,800. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300: 
15-25-35-40-55-66)—‘Woman I Love’ 
(RKO) plus vaude bill headed 
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Crawford. 
ting customers. 
ploitation campaign; nice $12.300. 
Last week, ‘Soldier and Lady’ (RKO) 
and vaude, fair $10,700. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500: 15- 
25-30-35-40-55 ) — ‘Waikiki Wedding’ 
(Par). Opened Monday (19). Last 


| week, nine days of ‘Top of Town’ 


(U) profitable $10,400. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-35- 
40-55)—‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th). 
Opening today (Tuesday). Last 
week ‘Fifty Roads to Town’ (20th), 


| bare $4,600 


Stanley (WB) (3,400: 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Call It a Day’ (WB). Wice re- 
ception from local crix plus wide- 
open Hearst support. getting divi- 
dends to tune of $9,000. Last week. 
second of ‘Swing High’ (Par), $4,300, 


‘Marked, Woman’. (FN) and ‘We! week, third of ‘Maytime’ (MG), poor. 





by | 
Get- | 
due to heavy ex- | 








Wash. Mats. Reflect Spring, but Nights 
OK; Harding, Casa Loma Ork, $22,000 





‘Love From Stranger’ (UA) and 
‘Song of City’ (MG). Not over $10,000, 
but fair. Last week ‘Personal Prop- 
erty’ (MG) and ‘Trouble in Morocco’ 
(Col) wound up with $12,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Top of Town’ (U) and ‘Fury and 
Woman.’ Best bill in town and get- 
ting the crowds, $10,000 assured, 
great for this stand. Last week 
‘That Man Again’ (WB) and ‘Nancy 
Steele’ (20th) was one of the bright 
spots with $8,000. 

RKO Albee = (2,300; 
‘When Love Is Young’ (U) and ‘Park 
Avenue Logger’. (RKO). Just fair, 
$7,000 prospect. Last week ‘History 
Made at Night’ (UA) and ‘China 
Passage’ (RKO) good at $8,800. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Girl from Scotland Yard’ (Par). and 
‘Borderland’ (Par). Four-day run 
should get close to $5,000 on strength 
of Sunday biz. Last week ‘Waikiki 
Wedding’ (Par), nice pace, but house 
yanked it, figuring it not strong 


; enough to hang around for 11 days; 


satisfied with $10,500: take. 





MORE STRIKES 


$4,000. 


: ‘ 
SCARE FRI he istay at’ Capitol meen poward fair 
| ao? (2a run) good $4,800. 


_ San Francisco, April 20. 
Public is tightening up pending 
settlement of - railroad and_ hotel 


strikes which loom on the horizon. 
Broddcasts warning _ listeners. to 
bring their box lunches to Frisco if 
headed this way hasn't helped the 
tourist trade. Night spots and hotels 
have been particularly hard hit along 
with theatres. 

‘Romeo and Juliet’ at pop prices, 
after playing the Geary at $1.50 top 
several months ago, is much better 
matinee biz than evening trade. 


Estimates for This Week 


Embassy (Cohen) (1,512; 30-35-40) 
—Vanishing Gangster’ (Atlantic), 
and ‘Girls for Sale’ (Atl.) (2d week). 
Shortage of product and possibility 
of house changing policy responsible 
for holding this bill over after a fair 
first week. Don’t expect more than 
$1,500; last week, $2,800. 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 25-35-40)—‘50 
Roads to Town’ (20th) and ‘Man’s 
Here Again’ (WB). Light on mar- 
quee names this week, although Don 
Ameche is developing healthy $16,000. 
Last week ‘Marked Woman’ (WB) 
and ‘Family Affair’ (MG) surprised 
with $18,000. 

Geary (Lurie) (1.200; 50-75-$1- 
$1.50)—‘Lost Horizon’ (8th week). 
Town has a big Scientist population 
many of whom are coming back a 
second time, and bringing their 
friends to see the picture; looks like 
another $7,000. kth 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—‘Poker Flat’ (RKO) and vaude- 
ville. Almost anything would be 
better than ‘Soldier and Lady,’ which 
did a complete nosedive last week. 
This one has more appeal but it’ 
another weakie; expect to do about 
$13,000. Last week very poor $11,- 
000 with ‘Soldier’ and vaudeville. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440: 30-35-40) 
—‘Love Is Young’ (U), and ‘Racket- 
eers in Exile’ (Coil). Lucky to reach 
$8,000. Last week (2d) for ‘Top of 
Town’ (U) and ‘Women in Distress’ 
(Col) below expectations at $5,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740: 30-35- 
40)—‘7th_ Heaven’ (20th). and ‘Step 
Lively Jeeves’ (20th) (2d week). 
Didn't warrant holding this duo 
which looks headed for a poor $8,000. 
Last week, $14.000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 30-35- 
40)—‘Marked Woman’ (WB) and 
‘Family Affair’ (MG) (2d week). 
Opened to good biz after excellent 
first week at the Fox. Bette Davis 
nic being sold from sex angle. nice 
$6.000 in the offing. Last week, 
“Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) and ‘White 
Legion’ (3d week). fine $5.500. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1.200: 25- 
40)—‘History Made at Night’ (UA) 
(4th week). Held up well enough 
last week to stretch arather seven 


days. which may bring in around 
$4.000. Last week (3d) good at 
$5.000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2680: 35-40)— 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG). The boys 
are holding their breaths on_ this, | 


wondering just what it will do. Town 


is one of the best Shakespearean cen- | 


ters in the world, but pic plaved to 
a good percentage of the followers 
of the Bard during its roadshow en- 
sagement here. Estimates placed at 
$14,000. Last week. ‘Personal Prop- 
erty’ (MG) and ‘Her Husband Lies’ 
(Par) slipped to $9,000 in its second 
week. 


Hollywood, April 20. 
Revealed that Fle Browne, Holly- 
wood agent, and Jon Grippo, N. Y. 


15-25-40 )— | 





Washington, April 20. 
First continued balmy weather of 
Cap spring season is playing havoc 
with the mats, but the influx of 
tourists is keeping the nights gen- 
erally good, 


Result is no flops, but there aren’t 
any records toppling, either. « Capi- 
tol is out in front with ‘Love from 
a Stranger’ and Casa Loma band on 
stage. Second is ‘Waikiki Weddin-’ 
Disappointment of week, even s.)-- 


prising the opposition with its fail- 
ure, is “Top of the Town.’ 

‘Good Earth’ is going into th'rd 
week of roadshow run and Belasco. 
washed up as legit again, is back in 
pic line-up with returnsengagement 
of ‘Ecstasy,’ hére last year for four 
weeks. House has been taken over 
by Samuel Cummings, who aims to 
keep. it open with largely foreicn 
films. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Capito! (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-60) — 
‘Love from a Stranger’ (UA) and 
vaude. Ann Harding and Glen 
| Gray’s band on stage aiming to lead 
town easily. with good $22,000. Last 
week ‘Song of City’ (MG) and Cab 
Calloway, weak $17,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 
‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th) (2d run). 
Second week downtown after fair 





Last week n Avenue’ 

Earle (WB) (2,244; 25-35-40-60-70) 
l= Call It a Day’ (WB) and vauce. 
| Swell notices, but not enough names 
'and Jane Froman in nice variety bill 


ladds. little marquee pull either. 
|Maybe fair $16,000. Last week 
| ‘Marked Woman’ (WB), good 
| $18,000. 

| Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60)— 
‘Top of Town’ (U).. Very weak with 
$6,000, poor. Last week ‘History 


|'Made Night’ (UA) (2d week) held 
| up nicely to good $8,000. 

| Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40)—‘Swing 
High’ (Par) (2d run). Repeat after 
big week at Earle shooting at nice 
$6,000. Last week ‘King and Chorus 
Girl (WB) (2d run), good $6,200. 

National (Legit) (2,000; 55-83- 
$1.10-$1.65)—‘Good Earth’ (MG) (3d 
week). Last week pic pulled good 
$8,000 and holding up currently. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60)— 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par). Leading 
straight pic spots with big $18,000. 
Last week ‘Maytime’ (MG) (3d 
week) stood up to swell $11,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,100; 25-30-40-55) 
—‘39 Steps’ (GB) and ‘First a Girl’ 
(GB) (revivals). Ought to win av- 
erage $3,000. Last. week ‘Congress 
Dances’ (UA) and ‘Death Takes a 
Holiday’ (Par), revivals, slightly 
better with $3,400. 

Belasco (Indie) (1,100; 25-35-55 )— 
‘Ecstasy’ (Cummings). Back for 
trial return after four weeks last 
year. May see fair $2,300. 


B’KLYN BIZ, PIX SO-SO 


‘Maytime,’ $15,000, 
‘Waikiki,’ $16,000, okay 








H.O.’s and 





Brooklyn, April 20. 


Weekend found populace outdoors, 
with downtown deluxers in quiet 
mood. Houses are using lots of dis- 
play in dailies to boost fair-to-mid- 
dling flicker fare. 

Paramount is holding over ‘Waikiki 
Wedding’; Strand has brought back 
Trans - Atlantic Merry - Go - Round,’ 
and Metropolitan, with ‘Maytime’ 
(second week), will do satisfaciery 
biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (2,500; 25-35-55)—‘Seventh 
Heaven’ (20th) and ‘China Passage’ 
(RKO). Will bring in okay $16,000. 
House staged grand final of Eagie- 
RKO Personality Poll, wnaich 
brought considerable attendance. 
Last week, ‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) and 
Man Who Found Himself’ (RKO), 
$15.000, nice. 

Fox (4,000: 25-35-55)—‘Midnight 
Taxi’ (20th) and ‘That Man’s Here 
Again (WB). Will bring fair $13,000. 

ast week, ‘Trouble in Morocco (Col) 
and ‘Let’s Get Married’ (Col), $15,000 
200d. 

Metropolitan (2,400; 25-45-55)— 
‘Maytime’ (MG) (2nd week). Hold- 
ing up to tune of okay $15,060. Last 
week, $18,000, fine. 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55 )— 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) and ‘Man of 
Affairs’ (GB) (2nd week). Dong 


'nicely ‘at $16,000. Last week great 
$21.000. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-55)— "Tram >- 
Atlantic Merry-go-Round’ (UA) and 


Weak $5.500. 
(GN) and 
Tel). 


‘Bold Caballero’ (Rep). 
Last week. ‘Navy Spy’ 
‘Sing While You're Able 
$6,500, okay. 


Steele Supeing at Mono 


Hollywood, April 20 


Joseph H. Sieele has been assi¢ned 
to supervise production on Mon>?- 





“srtoonist, were married in Los An- 
“eles, Jan. 6. 

Groom is en route to Hollywood | 
to rejoin his wife and will start a 
new cartoon series here. 


gram’s ‘Numbered Woman,’ based ©!) 
story by Harrison Jacobs. 

Steele was recently at RKO °> 
executive assistant and supervis”! 
for Sam Briskin, 
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Coronation Influx Aids London Biz; 
Thin Man’ Wow $40,000, ‘Elephant’ 
Big $25,000; ‘Good Earth’ Holding Up 





London, April 11. 


There is plenty of money around 
in the West End. What with the 
locals spending, as well as the many 
foreigners already in town for the 
Coronation, pictures are getting their 
share of the gravy. But spenders 
are discriminative, which means that 
the good ones are reaping a harvest, 
while the so-sos are straggling be- 
hind. 

Position at the moment is that five 
epics are in the real dough—two 
Americans, two British and one 50-50 
American and British. 

These are Metro’s ‘After the Thin 
Man.’ at the Empire, and ‘Good 
Earth’ at the Palace. Britishers are 
‘Dark Journey,’ at the London Pa- 
vilion, and ‘Elephant Boy,’ at Leices- 
ter Square, both from the Korda 
stable, while ‘Three Smart Girls,’ at 
the Gaumont, is jointly owned by 
Universal and Charles Woolf. Rest 
are just stopgaps and lingerers. 


Estimates 
(Approximate grosses at $5 to £) 


Carlton—‘Swing High’ (Par) (2d 
week). Although. not in the real 
sock class, is doing moderately. First 
touched $12,500, with this week ex- 
pected to top $10,000. Will stay four 
weeks; nothing set to follow. 

Empire—‘After Thin Man’ (Metro) 
(2d week). First stanza hit $40,000, 
which is swell going after four 
weeks’ run of ‘Camille’ to smashing 
returns. Pic expected to say third, 
and maybe fourth week. ‘Man in 
Possession’ (MG) follows for two 
weeks, with ‘Captain’ Courageous’ 
(MG) as_ Coronation attraction. 
‘Possession’ is the Taylor-Harlow 
ae titled ‘Personal Property’ in 


Gaumont—‘Three Smart Girls’ (4th 
week) (Universal-Woolf). Smash 
from start, averaging $3,000 daily in 
first fortnight. Dropped to under 
$15,000 in third week, but again near 
capacity in fourth and final week. 
Originally in for fortnight. Could 
hold another fortnight, but ‘Lloyds 
of London’ (20th-Fox) must replace. 
‘Lloyds’ expected to stay at least a 
month. 

Leicester Square — ‘Elephant Boy’ 
(Korda). Just in, with newspaper 
boys ecstatic. Expected to rake in at 
least $25,000 in first week, with word 
of mouth publicity to keep intake 
tops for several weeks. Figured for 
six weeks and maybe longer. 

Marble Arch—‘Come and Get It’ 
(UA). In here after three fair 
weeks at the London Pavilion re- 
cently, but just stayed one week 
here to $5,000. ‘Three Smart Girls’ 
(UW) replaced and, with picture 
still one of the tcpics among pic- 
ture goers, should stay a month. 

London Pavilion—‘Dark Journey’ 
(Korda) (3rd week). This is the 
first of Victor Saville’s epics since 
he left Gaumont-British to form his 
Own production unit under the 
Korda banner, and he has scored a 
bull’s-eye. Got great start in Holi- 
day week, topping $17,500, with sec- 
ond stanza well over $15,000. Likely 
to stay four weeks, and holding up 
the parade, as Criterion Films’ ‘Jump 
for Glory’ is due in, to be followed 
by ‘Moonlight Sonata,’ the first of 
Lothar Mendes’ efforts since he 
formed his own company, Pall-Ma)l 
Film Productions. 

New Gallery—‘Stolen Melody’ (2d 
week) (Warners). Critics voted it 
as one of Kay Francis’ weaklings 
and was intended to stay just one 
weck. But it fooled ‘em by doing 
$9,000 first inning, which warranted 
a holdover. Second week stood up 
to $7,500, being replaced by ‘Stow- 
away’ (20th-Fox), which is consid- 
ered good for three weeks. 

Palace—The Good Earth’ (3d 
week) (Metro). House specially 
rented by Metro to present this epic 
On twice-daily policy and immedi- 
ately compelled to add extra show 
on Saturday. Only picture in Lon- 
don having a ‘Library’ deal of $25,- 
000 for its six weeks run. Jammed 
em in first week, grossing new high 
at $23,000, with second week near 
$20,000. Should touch $18,000 in 
third stanza. May not stay more 
than the six weeks, as Paul Murray 
has verbal agreement from Charles 

ochran, who is managing director 
of the Palace, to bring in his June 
Knight revue, ‘And On We Go.’ 

Plaza—‘Sea Devils’ (Radio). Just 
Lenssed one week, with Victor Mc- 
eneten proving not strong enough 
s, illuminate the Neons. Did fair 
; 3.000, which is not good enough 
hold over at the Paramount ace 
louse, “Waikiki Wedding’ (Par). 
supported by stage show headed by 

rian Lawrence and his band from 
Landsdowne House 
Cousins, a radio name, should be 
seed for at least two weeks and 
nee a third. Incidentally, this is 
pc first time in two years Para- 
— has had flesh entertainment 
eel — ‘Winterset’ (2d week) 
tain Gave the critics plenty to 
aces about and all agreed that it's 
it -" Management intended to pull 
ole vee first week, but raves have 

€aly taken effect and it’s hold- 


and Carlyle | 








ing over. Good for $12,000 first 
week and may even be better in the 
second. ‘Glamorous Night’ (BIP) 
replacing. 

Rialto — ‘Theodora Goes Wild’ 
(Col) (2d week). Picture just fin- 


ished terrific five weeks at Max- 
well’s ace house, the Regal, which 
justified it coming to this West-End 
release spot. Was intended for one 
week, but, with $5,000 to its credit 
on first week, had to be held over. 
May even stay a third week. 
Tivoli—‘Gold Diggers of 1937’ 
(Warners) (3rd week). Generally 
voted as not up to its predecessors, 
with house also not maintaining its 
former prestige. Hence combination 
of circumstances not healthy. Did 
$12,000 first week, with second near 
$7,500. Gaumont-British, which owns 
house, wanted it pulled, but could 
not get another picture for only one 





week, as. ‘Lost Horizon’ hits this 
house April 19, with policy of thea- 
tre changed to two sessions daily. 


GRAVET $1250 
TOPS CINCY; 
‘EARTH FAIR 


Cincinnati. Avril 20. 

Pendulum in cages of downtown 
houses, by and large, at average 
swing this week. All theatres on 
an all-film basis, the Shubert, lone 
combo stand, changing from vaud- 
film policy to brief session of road- 
show screening with ‘Good Earth,’ in 
for a fortnight, indicating an ord- 
inary $9,000 for the first seven days. 
Lowly figure is more of an indica- 
tion of natives’ patience and con- 
servatism rather than a merit gauge 
of the product, as burghers have 
long since evidenced their feeling 
toward twice-daily showings of pix 
at advanced prices by withholding 
patronage until showings at regular 
scale, 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘7th 
Heaven’ (20th). Satisfactory at $11,- 
000. Last week ‘Swing High’ (Par), 
$13,500, all right. ; 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Swing High’ (Par) (2d run). Okay 
at $5,000. Last week ‘Waikiki Wed- 
ding’ (Par) (2d run), $7,000, great. 

Family (RKO): (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Left-Handed Law’ (U) and ‘Maiden 
Lane’ (Fox), divided. Big, $2,500. 
Last week ‘Navy Spy’ (GN) and 
‘Mysterious Crossing’ (U), split, $2,- 
600, best for some time. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) (3d run). 
A smasheroo for $4,500. Last week 
‘Maytime’ (MG), fourth downtown 
week, $4,000, swell. 

Keith’s (Lisbon) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Family Affair’ (MG). Looks like 
$4,000, n.s.h. Last week ‘Head Over 
Heels’ (GB), $3,500, sad. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)— 
‘When Love is Young’ (U). Nice 
notices. but customers no want. In 
the doldrums at $3,000. Last week 
‘Murder Goes to College’ (Par), six 
days, a miss-out for $2,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600; 35-42)— 
‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB). Good 
at $12,500. Last week ‘History at 
Night’ (UA), $10,500, fair. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,200; 55-83-$1.10- 
$1.50—‘Good Earth’ (MG). Early re- 
turns point to fair trade of $9,000. 
Last week the season’s finale on 
combo policy, at 40-60c. scale; ‘We 
Have Our Moments’ (U) and ‘WLW 
All-Star Radio Revels’ on _ stage, 
$13,000, good. 


Sun Wilts Montreal Biz; 
‘Top Town’ Dual, $7,500 


Montreal, April 20. 

All main stems have new pix cur- 
rently, but none of them very out- 
standing. Weather has at last come 
across with a little sunshine, but this 
won't help pic biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50)— 
‘Heads Over Heels’ (G-B) and ‘Man | 
Who Lived Again’ (G-B). Promises | 
around $5,000, fair. Eleventh repeat | 
of ‘Wings of Morning’ (G-B), $3,000, | 


good. 
(CT) 














Palace (2,700; 50)—‘Top of | 
Town’ (U) and ‘Trouble in Morocco’ | 
(U). Should get $7,500, good. Last | 
week ‘Fire Over England’ (UA) and | 
‘Family Affairs’ (MG), fair $6,500. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Personal 
Property’ (MG) and ‘Man of People’ 
(MG). Expect $8,000, very good. 
Last week ‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) 





and ‘Murder Goes to College’ (Par), | 
$7,000, nice. 

Loew’s (M. T. Co.) (3,200; 50)— 
‘Man Who Found Himself’ (RKO) 
and ‘China Passage’ (RKO), plus 
stage show. Looks like good $11,000. 
Last week ‘Big House’ (MG) and 
‘Lady from Nowhere’ (Col) and 
vaude, $10,000, fair. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—‘Soldier 
and Lady’ (RKO) and ‘What's Your 
Birthday’ (RKO), good $6,500. Last 


week, ‘Quality Street’ (RKO) and 
poe Overboard’ (RKO), $5,500, 
good. 





Cinema de Paris (France-Film) | 


(600; 50)—‘Koenigsmark.’ Well pa- | 
tronized; $2,500 gross likely. Last | 
week, fifth repeat of ‘Un Grand 


Amour de Beethoven,’ $1,500, good. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2.300; 34) 
—Au Service du Czar’ and ‘J’arrose 
me galons.’ Should be around $5.,- 
500. Last week ‘Les Deux Gosses’ 
and ‘Oeil de Lynx,’ $5,000. 





N.G. Biz, but Plenty Indpls 
Alibis; Hepburn Low 4'14G 


Indianapolis, April 20. 

Opening of baseball season and 
roller skating derby, together with 
annuai home show and _ unusually 
warm weather, are being used as 
alibis for the rather mild openings 
at all downtown houses last week 
end. 

Vaudfilm Lyric, with Dave Apol- 
lon’s unit playing a return date here 
aided by ‘Call It a Day,’ is headed 
towards a good week. Loew’s, with 
‘Personal Property’ dualled with 
‘Racketeers in Exile,’ will finish well 
up in the money. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25-40) 
—Top of Town’ (U). Although 
plugged heavily, this one disappoint- 
ing; trade indicates no more. than 
mild $4.000. Last week, ‘50 Roads to 
Town’ (20th), very nice $5,500. 

Circle (Monarch) (2,800; 25-40)— 
‘Quality Street’ (RKO) dualled with | 
‘When's Your Birthday’ (RKO).| 
Played up, but bill not garnering 
much coin at $4,500, poor. Last 
week, ‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par), in 
second week did swell $6,500. 

Indiana (Col) (3,100: 55-83-1.10- 
1.50)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). Road- 
showing engagements are usually 
lightweight in this town and this one 
is running true to form except for a 
good sale of the 55c. tickets. Last 
week. ‘Cloistered’ (Foreign), mild at 
$4,300. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2.600; 25-40)— 
‘Personal Property’ (MG) and ‘Rack- 
eteers in Exile’ (Col), dual. Fact that 
picture was dualled is tip-off to na- 
tives that it may not be so good. 
Gross dandy at $9,000, but under 
Harlow and Taylor previous marks 
in other films. Last week, ‘Good 
Earth’ (MG), in road-show run at 
$1.50 top, was not extra at $5,200. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000: 25-30-40)— 
‘Call It Day’ (WB) and Dave Apollon 
on stage. Repeat date for stage show 
within six months of previous visit. 
Film also helping towards $10,300 
dandy. Last week. ‘Marked Woman’ 
(WB) and ‘Pine Ridge Follies’ on 
stage, niftv $10,500. 








MRS. REID’S DELAY 


Hollywood, April 20. 

Mrs. Dorothy Reid, in Samoa film- 
ing atmosphere backgrounds for 
Monogram’s ‘Paradise Island,’ is be- 
ing forced to delay her departure 
for Hollywood until May 7, due to 
inclement weather. 

Starting date on picture, on which 
Mrs. Reid will act as associate pro- 
ducer, has been set back from May 1 
to June 1. 











Detroit Sitdowners 


Stayaway Habit; 


Detroit, April 20. | 


Managers in a quandary as b.0o.’s | 
continue’ cold. Most of sitdown 


strikes over for two weeks, but no) 
concerted activity at the wickets. | 
Looks like a waiting game, until! 
natives get used to being back on | 
the job again. 
Town overstocked with weakies | 
and holdovers currently. Battle for | 
what coin is floating around is be-' 
tween Fox, with ‘Top of Town’ plus | 
‘Paradise Club Revue’ on stage, and | 
the Michigan, playing ‘The Woman} 
I Love’ along with Frank Crumit- | 
Julia Sanderson topping vaude. 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘I Promise to Pay’ (Col), plus ‘Woman 
in Distress’ (Col), dual. Oke at 
$5,700. Around $5,900, normal, last 
stanza on ‘Racketeers in Exile’ (Col) 
and ‘Let’s Get Married’ (Col). 
Downtown (Krim) (2,800; 40-65 )}— 
‘Ecstasy’ (Eureka) (6th wk). Biz 
perked again laie last week, so pic 
held for sixth session, setting house 
record, Will get oke $5,000 cur- 
rently, foiiowing $5,900 last week. 
Pulls out Thursday (21) for ‘I'm a 
Fugitive from Nazi Germany.’ 


Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65 )—‘Top | der $12,000, very disappointing, for 
(U) with Paradise Club! ‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG) last stanza. 


of Town 


| $18,000 


| stage show, 


Spring Dents Bway, but ‘Swing 


————— | 


Is High with Armstrong’s Orch. 
At $56,000; ‘Marked’ OK 256 2d Wk. 





The pickings on Broadway are 
growing a little leaner this week, 
what with racing and baseball get- 
ting under way, coupled with arrival 
of nice spring weather. As a result 
business went away off Monday (19) 
and yesterday (Tues.). 

Majority of what's around is being 
garnered by the Paramount, with 
Louis Armstrong the onstage magnet 
with ‘Swing High, Swing Low,’ and 
by ‘Marked Woman,’ latter in _ its 
second week at the Strand. The 
‘Swing High’-Armstrong combina- 
tion on its initial seven days at the 
Par means a snug $56,000. But for 
the dip Monday and_ yesterday 
(Tues.), house might have topped 
the high of $59,600 established by 
‘Plainsman’ and the Ray Noble band 
during the winter, first five days at 
$45,000 having been best first five 
days since the policy. ‘Marked 


TOP TOWN, 156, 
ST. LS BEST 
GROSSER 


St. Louis, April 20. 
‘Top of Town,’ at Fanchon & Mar- 
co’s 5,000-seater Fox, should be tops 
in b.o. tax currently. Pic was given 
swell exploitation campaign and lo- 
eal crix said nice things about it. 
F&M’'s St. Louis theatre, where 
combo policy has been in effect since 
reopening, Sept. 4 last, is discontinu- 
ing stage shows Thursday (22). To 
run straight pix. 
Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,018; 25-40- 
55)—‘Call It Day’ (WB) and ‘That 
Man’s Here Again’ (WB), Should 
collect $12,500, trifle above average. 
Last week, ‘Love Is Young’ (U) and 
‘Time Out for Romance’ (20th), fin- 
ished with $10,700, poor. 

Fox (F&M) (5,038; 25-35-55 )—“Top 
of Town’ (U) and ‘Too Many Wiv ss’ 
(RKO), dual. Swell campaign 
should help this one to $15,000, good. 
Last week ‘Marked Woman’ (WB) 
and ‘Her Husband’s Secretary’ (WB), 
dual, ended with $11,000, so-so. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,162; 25-35-55 )— 
‘History Made Night’ (UA) and ‘Ele- 
phant Boy’ (UA), dual. Should get 
okay $14,000. Last week, third for 
‘Maytime’ (MG), $9,700, good. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,514; 25-35-55 )— 
‘Fifty Roads to Town’ (20th) and 
‘Midnight Taxi’ (20th), dual. Looks 
like $10,700, nice. Last week, ‘Prom- 
ise to Pay’ (Col) and ‘Racketeers in 
Exile’ (Col), dual, $9,200, fair. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 25-40)— 
‘Her Husband Lies’ (Par) and stage 
show. Poor $8,000 is all in sight for 
last week of stage shows. Last week 
‘We Have Our Moments’ (U) and 
stage show, $9,000, average. 








Now Have 
Fox, Mich., 226 Ea. 


Good $22,000 but 
should do. Fair 
last stanza on ‘We Have 
Moments’ (U) plus Dave Apollon 
unit on stage. 

Madison (‘United Detroit) (2,000; 
30-40-65 )—‘Maytime’ (MG) (3d wk). 
After two sessions at UA, figures to 
do oke $7,500. Ditto last week for 
third session of ‘Waikiki Wedding’ 
(Par), moved here after 
session at the Mich. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65)—'Woman I Love’ (RKO) 
with Frank Crumit-Julia Sanderson 
topping vaude. Not exciting, $21,500, 
‘King and Chorus’ (WB), plus Louise 
Massey and Westerners heading 
brought in oke $21,000 


Revue’ on stage. 
under what _ it 


last stanza. 

State (United Detroit) 
40)—-‘Marked Woman’ (WB) (2d wk) 
plus ‘Dangerous Number’ (MG). 
dual. Up slightly to good $8,400. 
Average $7,000 last stanza for ‘His- 
tory at Night’ (UA) plus ‘We're on 
Jury’ (RKO). 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000; 30-40-65 )—‘Personal Property’ 
(MG). Weak 38,000 for this house. 
Can't hold on this figure. Just un- 


opening 


(3,000; 25- ! 


Woman,” on the holdover, looks a 
good $25,000, and goes a third stanza, 

Other pictures are struggling. 
‘Woman I Love’ may mount a toler- 
able $75,000 at the Music Hall, but 
at the Capitol, Roxy, Rivoli, Rialto 
and Criterion things are much worse, 
‘Personal Property’ (Harlow-Taylor) 
|will be this side of $20,000 at the 
Cap, while ‘When Love Is Young’ 
will have to strain to get the Roxy 
up to $30,000, mild. Off feebly at the 
Rivoli, ‘Love from a Stranger’ ap- 
pears tops at $15,000 and out after 
only a week and a half. ‘You're in 
the Army Now’ is blah at the Cri- 
terion, again on a grind policy. Pic- 
ture won't hit $5,000, very poor. The 
small-seater Rialto will get no more 
than a weak $6,000 with ‘Family 
Affair.’ 

The llth week of "Good Earth’ at 
$13,100, and the seventh week of 
‘Lost Horizon’ at around $13,000, are 
both okay but probably not more 
than three or four weeks more for 
each unless the twice-daily runs are 
| to be forced. Metio has set no ten- 
tative opening date for ‘Captains 
Courageous,’ when and if, at the As- 
tor, but it will probably be around 
the middle of May. Film's road- 
showing is being tested with a Phila- 
delnhia engagement this week. 

The State is doing surprisingly 
well this week with ‘Romeo and Ju- 
liet’ on third run and the Horace 
Heidt orchestra, indications pointing 
to $27,000 or over. Palace is dis- 
appointing, with ‘Seventh Heaven’ 
(2d run) and ‘China Passage’ (lst 
run), only around $8,000. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20)— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG) (12th week). At 
$13.100 last week (11th) still show- 
ing good enough profit to last three 
or four weeks more, ‘Captains Cou- 
ragcous’ (MG) will probably follow. 

Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25)— 
‘Personal Properiy’ (MG). Harlow- 
Taylor starrer not as much as $20,- 
000. Last week, fourth for ‘Maytime’ 
(MG), good at over $25,000. ‘Good 
Old Svak’ (MG) opens tomorrow 
(Thurs. ) 

Criterion (1,€62: 25-40-55 )—‘You're 
in Army Now’ (GB). Far from what 
the doctor ordered in returning this 
house to a pop grind policy, brutal 
at under $5,000 ‘Thunder in City’ 
(Col) opens tomorrow mdrning 
(Thurs.). Final (3d) week for ‘Silent 
Barriers’ (GB) on a $2 twice-daily 
run, under $7,000, poor. 


Globe (1.274: 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (8th week). 
Holding up okay, around $13,000 last 
week (7th). Probably stays another 
morth or longer, if on a force. 


Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Seventh 
Heaven’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘China 
Passage’ (RKO) (ist run). No dice. 
looking only about $8,000. Last 
week's duo, ‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) (2d 
run) and ‘Man Who Found Himself’ 
(RKO) (1st run) did well, $10,000. 


| 
| 








Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—Swing High, Swing Low’ (Par) 


and, in pit, Louis Armstrong band. 
The big winnah of the week, $56,000 
first seven days ending last night 
(Tues.), close to the record high un- 
der policy of $59,600 set during past 
winter. Present show holds over, 
Last week, third for ‘Waikiki’ (Par) 
and Eddy Duchin orchestra, $33,000, 
very good. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65 )—*Woman I Love’ 


(RKO) and stage show. A _ mild 
$75,000 or a bit over, will bring some 
profit. Last week ‘Quality Street’ 


(RKO) proved its quality not so hot, 
$72,000. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘A Family 
Affair’ (MG). Doing mildly, only 
$6,000 seen. Second week for ‘Ele- 
|phant Boy’ (UA) $7,500, good, after 
initial seven days’ take of $11,000. 
| Rivoli (2,092;  25-55-75-85-99)— 
| ‘Love from Stranger’ (UA). British- 
|made off poorly, and lucky if as 
'much as $15,000 on the week, staying 
only until Wednesday (28) when 
‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) opens. Third 
final week for ‘History Is Made at 
| Night’ (UA), a little better than ex- 
pected, mounting $13,000. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-45-55-75) — ‘When 
Love Is Young’ (U) and stage show, 
With the aid of a pretty good week- 
end, this one may get up to $30,000, 
getting house out without scratches. 
| Last week ‘Soldier and Lady’ (RKO) 
surprised by corraling $38,600, good. 





,‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th) opens 
| Friday (23). 
Strand (2.767; 75 )—‘Marked 


25-55- 
Woman’ (WB) (2d week). Holding 
;}up well, probably $25,000 this week 
(2d), and goes third. First. seven 
days ground out $41,000, excellent. 


| State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Romeo’ 
| (MG) (3d run) and Horace Heidt 


| orchestra. ‘Romeo’ hasn't been good 
|} out of town, but here, with Heidt’s 
| band to help. business is very satis- 
fying, $27,000 or better. Last week 
| ‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) and Ed Sulli- 
van unit, $25,000. 
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Wake Up Livens Roosevelt, Oi, 
To Socko $22,000; ‘History Plus 
Stage Show 306, Loop's Nice B.0.’s 


) 
Chicago, April 20. | 

With a new line-up of pictures for | 
the bulk of the loop’s flicker palaces, 
the general tone of the b. o.’s is un- | 
questionably upward. Loop is sur-| 
feited with product, with the result 
that the pressure of new pictures} 
seeking an outlet is forcing plenty | 
of pictures into the smaller houses | 
or out entirely after a short stay. 

‘Waikiki Wedding,’ for instance, was 
pushed out of the Roosevelt and into 
the Garrick though the Crosby pic- 
ture has enough strength left to con- 
tinue at the bigger house at least for 
another week or two. ‘Seventh 
Heaven’ goes into the Apollo for its 
first showing because of unavail- 
ability in the other spots. Only 
‘Maytime’ continues at the UA and 
that’s mainly due to the fact that it’s 
a Metro picture in a Metro house. 
However, the picture is still doing a 
whale of a business in its fourth 
week, and looks to go six sessions 
before decamping. 

Much is expected from ‘Wake Up 
and Live’ which opened Saturday 
(17) at the Roosevelt. ‘Woman I 
Love’ is in for two weeks at the 
Palace after a good opening. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-75)— 
‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th). Getting 
the femme weepers and indicates 
good week at $8,500. Last week 
‘Marked Woman’ (WB) finished sec- 
end session in loop to fair $6,700. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘History Made at Night’ (UA) and 
stage show. Originally intended for 
Roosevelt but moved in here for one- 
weeker. Headed for neat $30,000 on 
strong evening play. Last week 
‘King and Chorus’ (WB) had an up- 
and-down run of it and wiggled out 
with a fairish $27,000. 

Garriek (B&K) (900; 35-45-65-75) 
—Waikiki Wedding’ (Par). Moved 
here after three smacking session® 
at the Roosevelt and will touch fine 
$9,000 here. Last week ‘Personal 
Property’ (MG) managed so-so $6,- 
200 


Oriental (B&K) (3,200: 25-35-45- 
55)—‘Midnight Taxi’ (WB) and 


vaude. Profitable at $17,000. Last 
week ‘Husband Lies’ (Par) sad at 
$12,500. 


Palace (RKO) (2.500; 35-55-65-75) 
—*Woman I Love’ (RKO) and vaude. 
In for two-week stay before being 
replaced on April 30 with ‘Shall We 
Dance?’ (RKO), the Astaire-Rogers 
flicker. Started well and figures for 
good initial session at $18,000. Last 
week ‘Top of Town’ (U) completed 
fortnight to meagre $13,200 for its 
second gallop. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Wake Up and Live’ (20th). 
Opened Saturday (17) and headed 
for bang-up business following a 
walloping campaign by Ed Levin, 
especially with the tie-up in the 
Hearst papers on Walter Winchell. 
Strangely, Ben Bernie tie-ups are 
thumbed due to Bernie beer radio 
program. Looking for $22,000 for an 
Initial session, way up in the coin. 
Last week ‘Waikiki’ (Par) finished 
third session to fine $12,100, strong. 

State-Lake (Jones) 


40)—‘Criminal Lawyer’ (Par) and 
vaude. Good week again here, 
around $15,000. neat profit. Last 


week ‘Woman Wanted’ (20th), $14,- 
000 


United Artists (B&K-MG) (1,700: 
35-55-75) — ‘Maytime’ (MG) (4th 
week). Galloping along with hardly 
any letdown jn the pace. Again 
above $12,000. excellent for the ses- 
sion. after taking $12,300 last week. 
*A.Star is Born’ (UA) next. 


Roads Lead Away From 
Lincoln Pix; Davis, $2,700 


Lincoln, April 20. 
‘Marked Woman’ is aiming for the 
best b.o. for straight films, though 
biz generally off because of the 
balmy breezes, which has brought 
out the lure of the open road for 
the past two weeks. Vaude sstill 

gets ’em, though, at the Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15) — 
*Whistling Skull’ (Rep) plus ‘Big 
Brown Eyes’ (Par), split with ‘Kid 
Millions’ (UA) plus ‘Jim Hanvey, 
Detective’ (Rep). Just fair $900 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Borderland’ (Par) 
plus ‘Night Waitress’ (RKO), split 





with ‘She’s Dangerous’ (U) plus 
*About to Die’ (RKO), got only $800, 
poor. 


Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25) — 
*‘Marked Woman’ (WB). Doing okay, 
the red light slightly suggested in 
the ads helping. About $2,700 and 


oke. Last week ‘Ready, Willing’ 
(WB) plus ‘You Only Live Once’ 
(UA), good $2.800. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20- 


25-35) — ‘Midnight Taxi’ (20th) pius 
“Around the World’ unit, split with 
“Man's Here Again’ (WB) and 
*“Meade’s Woman’ (Par). Business as 
usual to the upside, $2,700. Last week 
*‘Husband’s Secretary’ (WB) with 
Major Kowes ams, split with ‘Breez- 


(2,700; 25-35- 





ing Home’ (U) and ‘Two Wise Maids’ 
(Rep), good $2,800. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40) — 
‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB). Na- 
tional ads, but better than average 
is unlikely; about $3,000. Last week 
‘Heaven’ (20th) shaped up a dud, 
rating only poor $2,400. 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15- 
20-25) — ‘Girl Loves Boy’ (GN). 
House is trying single features be- 
cause of the increased public senti- 
ment in these parts against duals. 
Prospect is for $1,200, nice. Last 
week, ‘23142 Hours Leave’ (GN) split 
with ‘Woman In Distress’ (Col), got 
$1,100, better than expected, 


Heaven, $17,000, 
Town, $10,000, 
Top Buff. B.0. 


Buffalo, April 20. 

Grosses are well above average for 
the current period. Continuance of 
cool weather locally is helping the 
gates. ‘Heaven,’ at the Buffalo, is 
spurting nicely and ‘Top of Town 
at the Lafayette looks good for the 
upper ranges. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55 )— 
‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th). Maybe 
$17,000, good. Last week, ‘Fifty 
Roads to Town’ (20th) and Bowes 
unit built up to fine $20,500. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35 )—‘Es- 
pionage’ (MG) and ‘Criminal Law- 





yer’ (RKO). Nice dual set for fair 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Nancy Steele’ 
(20th) and ‘Wings of Morning’ 


(20th), neat $8,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 30-50) 
—‘Marked Woman’ (WB). Looks like 
a good draw: good $8,000. Last week, 
‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB), satis- 
factory $9,800. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—‘Out- 


cast’ (Par) and ‘Off to the Races’ 
(20th). Looks fairly strong; maybe 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Waikiki Wed- 


ding’ (Par) (2nd run), okay $7,000. 
Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Top of Town’ (U). Breezing along 
for better than $10,000, fine. Last 
week, ‘2314 Hours Leave’ (GN) and 
‘Woman Alone’ (GB), good $7,500. 





Ancestor Worship 


Hollywood, April 20. 

Mischa Auer is trying to pick up 
pin money from quality autograph 
hounds who know who’s who in 
music. For those who want him to 
add ‘Mischa Auer, grandson of Leo- 
pold Auer,’ he demands 50 to 500 
bucks. 

P. S—He doesn’t get it. 


SPRING HYPOS OMAHA 





‘Internes,’ Unit Big $14,500; Taylor- 
Harlow OK 9G 





Omaha, April 20, 

Orpheum brightest in the theatre 
aura with another stage show, ‘Look 
and Life Vanities.’ Price for this 
hopped up to 55c top with 35c mat 
and should skip along to good money 
with ‘Internes Can’t Take Money’ 
helping out on the screen, Risque 
angles played up in the ads. 

Omaha right in swim with ‘Per- 
sonal Property.’ Spring at last 
landed solidly and aiding theatre 
biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 25- 
35-40)—‘Mountain Justice’ (FN) and 
‘That Man’s Here Again’ (FN) with 
latest March of Time. Nothing ex- 
tra, but fair enough at $4,600. Last 
week ‘Marked Woman’ (FN) and 
‘Let’s Get Married’ (RKO), good 
enough to top $5,000. 
Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 25-40)— 
‘Personal Property’ (MG) and ‘Ac- 
cused’ (UA). Strong dual came in 
Saturday (17) following extra play- 
ing time of ‘Maytime’ (MG). Looks 
like good $9,000. Last week ‘May- 
time’ (MG) and ‘King of. Hockey 
(WB) 10 and a half days, socko 
$14,800 for total run. 

Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 35-55)— 
‘Internes Can’t Take Money’ (Par) 
with ‘Look and Life Vanities’ unit. 
Looks like at least $14,500, big. Last 
week ‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th) and 
‘Murder Goes to College’ (Par), dual, 
$9,000, fair. 


Rain, Gale Nick Seattle 
Biz; ‘Town’ N. G. $6,500 


Seattle, April 20. 


Rains and a 49-mile gale hurting 
theatres some, but town seems on 
upbeat as a general thing. Strike 
uncertainties, as in the lumber 
business, seem past. ‘Lost Horizon’ 
is in second week at Metropolitan 
and proving that roadshowed pix are 
a natural for the legit spot. Open- 
ing Sunday (25) is ‘Good Earth’ 
(MG) and advance is heavy. 

Slight price-lift given town, with 
all Hamrick-Evergreen houses put- 
ting evening prices in effect Sundays 
and holidays at 1 p.m. Daily mat 
prices also up in these spots from 
27c. to 32c. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-35-42) — ‘Waikiki Wedding’ 
(Par) and ‘Penrod and Sam’ (FN), 
dual, moved from Paramount after 
two good weeks. Indicate big $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Personal Property’ (MG) 
and ‘Outcast’ (Par), dual, third week, 
$2,100, moderate. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Lloyd’s’ (20th) and 
‘Dangerous Number’ (MGM), dual. 
Rates big $5,500. Last week, ‘Camille’ 
(MG) and ‘Holy Terror’ (20th), dual, 
socko $5,200. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850; 11-16-21) 
—We’re In Legion’ (GN) and ‘Sand- 
flow’ (U), dual, split with ‘Missing 
Girls’ (Ches) and ‘Borderland’ (Par), 
dual. Good at $2,500. Last week, 
‘Conqueror of Seas’ (GN) and ‘Scot- 
land Yard Commands’ (GN), dual, 
$2,400, good. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 











Strip Unit Aids ‘50 


Minneapolis, April 20. 

Business still very spotty here, 
only two loop houses currently get- 
ting any substantial play. Stage 
show, ‘Stripping the Stars,’ featuring 
‘How to Undress Before Your Hus- 
band,’ has them coming to the Or- 
pheum, which easily will outdistance 
all competitors. In its second down- 
town week, ‘Maytime,’ moved over 
from the Minnesota, continues to 
click. 

‘King and Chorus Girl,’ at the 
Minnesota, a disappointment. Heavily 
and effectively exploited and win- 
ning praise from critics and cus- 
tomers, it nevertheless is off to a 
very poor start. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
—Mind Your Own Business’ (Par’ 
and ‘Chan at Opera’ (20th) (2d runs) 
split with ‘Step Lively, Jeeves’ (20th) 
and ‘Midnight Court’ (WB), dual 
first run. Good $1,200 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Black Legion’ (WB) and 
‘Doctor’s Diary’ (Par) (2d runs), 
split with ‘We Have Moments’ (U) 
and ‘Borderland’ (Par), dual first 
runs, $1,500, good. 


35-55 )—‘Maytime’ (MG) (2d week). 
Moved here from Minnesota, may 
reach good $8,000. Last week, ‘Qual- 
ity Street’ (RKO), $3.500, bad. 
Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200: 
25-35-55)—King and Chorus Girl’ 
(WB). No stone unturned as far as 





exploitation and advertising were 


Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600: 25- | 


Roads’ in Mpls. to 


Big $14,000: Gravet Disappointing 166 


OE 


concerned, and everybody seems to 
like picture, but trade is far from 
brisk. Should build, however. Looks 
like poor $6,000. Last week, ‘May- 
time’ (MG), $18,000, tremendous. 
Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890: 
35-40-55 )—50 Roads to Town’ (20th) 
and ‘Stripping the Stars,’ stage show 
featuring ‘How a Wife Should Un- 
dress Before Her Husband.’ Good 


stage show responsible for heavy 
draw, but picture also very well 
liked. Public here apparently strip- 


minded, as witness heavy trade at 


Gayety (stock burlesque) and out- 
pouring for this attraction. Big 
$14,000 indicated. Last week, ‘Top 


of the Town’ (U), $6,000, disappoint- 
ing. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
40)—‘Mamma Steps Out’ (MG) and 
‘Soldier and Lady’ (RKO), dual. 
Traveling along at fair pace, $3,500 
in prospect. Last week. ‘Family Af- 
fair’ (MG) and ‘Outcast’ (Par), dual, 
$2.500, light. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘Head 
Over Heels’ (GB). Jessie Matthews’ 
picture strong attraction for this 
house, en rcute to only $750, bad. 
Last week, ‘Man of People’ (GB), 
$700, poor. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200: 25-35)— 
‘God’s Country’ (FN). First nabe 
showing, fair $2.500 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Maid of Salem’ (Par), $3,000. 

World (‘(Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Cloistered’ (French) (2d week). 
Drawing select trade, fair $1,000 in 
prospect. Last week, $1,500. 








(2,400; 32-37-42) — ‘Top of Town’ 
(U) and ‘Family Affair’ (MG), Heav- 
ily exploitated, but slow at $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th) 
and ‘Step Lively, Jeeves’ (20th), 
dual, $6,700, mild. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 27-37-42) — 
‘History Made Night’ (UA) and ‘Let’s 
Get Married’ (Col) (4th week), dual. 
Jumping up to $5,000 and still hold- 
ing. Last week, nice $4,200, 

Metropolitan (Univers 'y Theatres) 
(1,450; 58 - $1.73) — ‘Lost Horizon’ 
(U) (2nd week). Still enjoying big 
biz. Last week, $10,500, great. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42) — ‘Maytime’ (MG) 
(4th week), Anticipate good $3,800. 
Last week, same film, $4,900, big. 


Orpheum’ (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,700; 32-37-42)—‘King and Chorus 
Girl’ (WB) (2nd week). Expect okay 
$4,800. Last week, first, $6,900, big. 


Palemar (Sterling) (1,450; 16-27- 
37) — ‘Captain Calamity’ (GN) and 
vaude, headlining Joe Frisco. Com- 
ing along to big $3,900. Last week, 
‘Man Betrayed’ (Rep) and ‘Horse- 
feathers’ (Par), dual, with vaude, 
$3,800, okay. 

Paramount ‘(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,106; 32-37-42) — ‘Internes Can’t 
Take Money’ (Par) and ‘50 Roads 
to Town’ (20th), dual. Anticipated 
good $6,500. Last week, ‘Waikiki 
Wedding’ (Par) and ‘Penrod and 
Sam’ (FN), dual, second week, $6,400, 
big. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)— 
‘Winterset’ (RKO) and ‘Champagne 
Waltz’ (Par), dual. Looks like $2,700, 
good, Last week, ‘Smart Girls’ (U) 
and ‘More Than Secretary’ (Col), 
third week, steady at $2,400. Might 
have held fourth week. 


B. B. DENTS K. C. 
B. 0.'; LOVE 
HOT 136 


Kansas City, April 20. 
With spring weather. the baseball 
plant at Muehlebach Field and the 
golf courses are running stiff com- 
petitish to pic houses current week. 
Tower’s ‘Love Is Young,’ with 





-| Mineviich’s Harmonica Rascals minus 


Minevitch on stage, only house doing 
real biz. 
Estimates for This Week 
Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Quality Street?’ (RKO) and ‘Hus- 
band Lies’ (Par). Dual indicafes 
average $8,500. Last week, ‘Marked 


Woman’ (WB) and ‘Man’s Here 
Again’ (WB), nice $9,800. 
Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-40)— 


‘Maytime’ (MG) (2d week). Looks 
like fair $9,000, after terrific $18,300 
in first stanza. 

Newman (Par) (1.900; 25-40)— 
‘Soldier and Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Jane 
Turner’ (RKO). Getting fair play at 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Cloistered’ (Best) 
and ‘We're on Jury’ (RKO), $4.500, 
poor. 

Orpheum (2,200; 55-83-$1.10-$1.65¥ 
—‘Good Earth’ (2d week). Two-a- 
dayer eased off to fair $7,500 last 
week. ‘Lost Herizon’ (Col) in Friday 
(23) on two-a-day showing. 

Tower (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)—‘Love 
Is Young’ (U) and vaude. Swell 
$13,000 in sight thanks to vaude. 
Last week, ‘Top of Town’ (U) and 
vaude, fair $9,000. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,020; 25-40)— 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) (3rd run). 
Okay $4,000. Last week. ‘Swing 
High’ (Par) (3rd run), $3,200, so-so. 


‘Top Town, $9,500, Nice 
In Denver; ‘Earth’ Okay 


Denver, April 20. 
‘Top of Town’ is topping this town. 
‘Good Earth’ got good start in road- 
show at Broadway and ‘Maytime’ is 
strong in its second week at the Or- 
pheum. Stage show at the Denham 
is good, but not up to expectations. 
Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40) — 
‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB), fol- 
lowing a week at the Denver. Doing 
good $3,500. Last week, ‘History 
Made Night’ (UA), following a week 
at the Denver, neat $3.000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,500: 50-83- 
$1.10-$1.50)—The Good Earth’ (MG). 
Biz proving okay. Last week, ‘Sev- 
enth Heaven’ (20th), $2,500, good 
considering the film played week 
each at Aladdin and Broadway. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.500: 25-35- 
50)—'Girl from Scotland Yard’ (Par) 
and stage show. Drawing good 





$7,000, but not up to expectations. 
Last week, ‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par), 





in its second week, held up nearly 
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Spring in Pitt. and Wickets Sing; Lewis 
Ork, Soldier’ Big $23,000; 


Crosby, 16G 


Pittsburgh, April 20. 

Downtown hasn’t had a week-end 
break in years like the one just 
passed. Weather looked like June 
had already arrived and everybody 
was apparently in mood to buy en. 
tertainment. 

That Ted Lewis is probably most 
consistent draw burg has ever had 
is being proven again at Stanley 
where he’s shooting the WB de 
luxer to its smartest take in more 
than a year. Flicker is ‘Soldier and 
the Lady.’ ‘Maytime,’ likewise, con. 
tinues to click big on heels of oper. 
etta’s sensational week at Penn, do- 
ing great despite absence of publici- 
ty on picture’s shift in scene. ‘Waj- 
kiki Wedding’ is grossing smartly at 
Penn, but ‘Top of the Town’ jis 
slightly disappointing at Alvin. 

Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Top of the Town’ (U). Plenty of 
ballyhoo for this one, but it’s not 
delivering in expected fashion. May 
top $7,000, but that’s disappointing 
and hardly enough to chance second 
week. As result, house will slip in 
another dual, ‘Time Out for Ro- 
mance’ (20th) and “Two Wise Maids’ 
(Rep) Thursday (22). Last week, 
‘Women of Glamour’ (Col) and ‘231% 
Hours Leave’ (GN) in the dog- 
house and yanked after six days to 
weak $4,350. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—‘Love Is News’ (20th) (3d wk), 
Falling off somewhat and nabes are 
yelling about this site’s continued 
runs, so it goes out tonight (Tues- 
day) after four days of h. o. session. 
On abbreviated stay, looks like 
$3,500, not so bad at all. Second 
week of ‘News’ was $6,400, that on 
top of $7,100 in opener. 

Nixon (Erlanger) (2,100: 50-75-$1- 
$1.50) —‘Good Earth’ (MG). Fell off 
considerably in second and last week 
of road-show engagement. Around 
$7,000, giving flicker around $20,000 
on fortnight’s run, fair. Might have 
forced a third stanza had not house 
booked in a legit show, ‘Close Quar- 
ters,’ for current week. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par). Slick- 
ly tailored for the b. o. without 
offering anything particularly out of 
ordinary, this one looks headed for 
neat $16,000 and no complaints any- 
where. Last week, ‘Maytime’ (MG), 
a solid smash at $23,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)~ 
‘Soldier and Lady’ (RKO) and Ted 
Lewis. No question about Lewis be- 
ing the most consistent stage draw 
this town has ever had. He’s show- 
ing enough b. o. draft to bring out 
pretty close to $25,500, best take 
Stanley has had since Jack Benny 
rolled up a record. That’s also about 
$1,000 better than last week’s great 
$24,500 with ‘Marked Woman’ (FN) 
and Jan Garber’s crew. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)~— 
‘Maytime’ (MG). Brought here to 
continue downtown run after sizzling 
session at Penn and looks like a 
cinch to repeat click here. Should 
be a pushover for $9,000, excellent. 
Last week, ‘We’re on the Jury’ 
pt and ‘Espionage’ (MG), fine 








Ky. Teachers Strong 


For Taylor-Harlow 
Clinches, Big $11,000 


Louisville, April 20. 

Town overrun Thursday’ (15) 
through Sunday (18) by some 15,000 
teachers attending Kentucky State 
Teachers Assn. convention. This al- 
ways means b. o.’s are kept humming, 
visitors being mostly from small 
burgs and rural sections and a gan- 
der at several pics while in town is 
usually on the ‘must’ list. 

‘Personal Property’ at Loew’s State 
proving that public here plenty 
strong for Harlow-Taylor combo. 
Mary Anderson doing well on second 
week of ‘Marked Woman,’ while “Top 
of the Town’ at Strand will give that 
house its highest gross in months. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) (1.7 
500; 15-25-40)—‘Waikiki Wedding 
(Par) and ‘23% Hours Leave’ (GN), 

(Continued on page 29) 
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as well as the opener, Did $7,500 in 
second stanza, 

Denver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50) — 
‘Top of Town’ (U) and stage band. 
Okay at $9,500. Last week, “Kins 
and Chorus Girl’ (WB), a_ fine 
$10,500 and went to Aladdin for ex- 
tended run, 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Maytime’ (MG) (2d week). 


delivering nice biz, $7,400 Last 
week, same pic smashed through to 
house record, finishing with $15.500. 


Paramount (Fox) (2,000; 25-40) — 
‘Nancy Steele’ (20th) and ‘Time Out 
for Romance’ (20th). Fair draw at 
$2,500. Last week, ‘We Have \o- 
ments’ (U) and ‘Breezing Home’ (U); 


$2,500, fair. 
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100% Amus. Unionization | 





(Continued from page 1) 





tre. where there are no other unions 
already involved. 

In those situations where there are 
unions, such as janitors’ unions or 
other recognized organizations, they 
will receive the full benefit of the 
IATSE strength, in man-power and 
executive support. 





16,000 Theatres 


This theatrical unionization drive | 


is scheduled to cover fully 16,000 | 
theatres throughout the U. S. and 
Canada, and is designed to make 
these houses 100% union, and, if not 
otherwise organized, then through 
the IATSE. 

It is understood that the theatre 
union drive will not insist on the 
organization of the managers of the- 
atres. These men will be invited 
into the new IATSE grouping, but it 
will not be a matter of compulsion 
that these workers be union men. 

This national board decision is 
part of a general move on the part 
of the AFL to offer organization 
to all workers in the theatrical busi- 


ness not afforded such organizational | 


strength and support at present. 
IATSE is tying in its theatre organi- 
zational drive closely with its Coast 
production unionization drive, which 
will be under the supervision of 
William Bioff. Coast situation has 
been assigned to Bioff, not only for 
studio organization operations, but 
also for the new theatre drive. Bioff 
will be responsible only to and will 
report directly to President Browne. 
Coast Situation 

Order covering the Coast situation 

takes every unorganized division 





into the IATSE, and includes every | 


possible studio production angle, and 
assumes jurisdiction over every 
branch associated with the actual 
making of pictures and brought into 
or taken out of the studios, from the 
office help to manual laborers. As 
in every other aspect of the IATSE 
drive, this order naturally excludes 
those workers who are protected at 
present by other recognized AFL 
unions. 

In addition to the organization of 
the production division of motion 
pictures, the theatre and exhibition 


end of the business, the IATSE is | 


also taking over the unionization of 
the distribution field in pictures— 
the exchanges in some 32 key ex- 
change centers in the United States 
and Canada. This unionization drive 
takes in not only the exchanges 
owned and operated by the major 
film companies, but also the inde- 
pendent and states-right exchanges. 
5,000 Members in Exchanges 

This organization of exchanges, 
which is now in progress, is reported 
by Browne to be going along at a 
satisfactory pace with fine coopera- 
tion from the film company heads 
themselves. Browne stated that 
within the next 30-60 days the ex- 
changes in the nation will be com- 
pletely unionized with nearly 5.000 
new members added to the union. 





In making his repogt to Browne and 
the executive committee last week, 
Coast chieftain Bioff indicated that 
within the last three weeks more 
than 4,000 new members had been | 
brought into the organization under 
vericus sub-divisions. 

Browne himself said anent the co- 
Operation his organization had been 
fettine from the film companies, 
‘The IATSE and the executive board 
are pleased and happy over the 
splendid cooperation we have re- 
ce'ved from the heads of the various 
film companies on the Coast. and 
from the expressions of confidence 
and cooperation we are now receiv- 
int from the heads of the theatres 
and thegtre circuits. It makes us 
Proud to find that we have earned 
such confidence on the part of these 
Production, exhibition and distribu- 
tion executives. And we shall not 
fail to do our share to continue such 
800d-will and the cordial relations 
which now exist between the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, of which 
the IATSE is a part, and the em- 
Plovers in the production, distribu- 





oo and exhibition fields. The 
— and the theatre executives | 
av 


© worked in close cooperation to 
Ou mutual benefit for many years 
In “> nast, and in the new fields of 
IATSE jurisdiction we will find new 


AaVor: for mutual help and co- | 
ro n. As president of the | 
of TSE, [ wish to state our intention | 

Goin | 


everything in our power for 


> ha . 
a vetlorment of general business 
Mditions in all branches of the | 
aMusemeant industry.’ 


Outdoors Tabled 
_ vest " of the unionization 
retina circuses and 
of outdoor show busin 


of | 


| that 


ing, but was tabled until June 1 for 
further discussion. It was put into 
unfinished business although Browne 
himself led a thorough discussion on 
the situation, and the meeting itself, 
in an off-the-record agreement, in- 
dicated that the IATSE executives 
believed in organization of the out- 
door business in the very near 
future, not only to help the workers 
in the outdoor field, but to assure a 
closer working cooperation between 
the outdoor business and the theatres 
themselves. 


Browne as spokesman for the 
IATSE states that his organization 
has watched with uneasiness the 


growing distrust and emnity between 
the outdoor and theatre branches of 
the amusement business, and that 
the IATSE feels that there is no real 


'need for the outdoor business to be 


continually working against the 
theatres. For that reason Browne 
and the other members of the IATSE 
executive committee believe that the 
unionization of the outdoor workers 
would lead to a closer feeling of co- 
operation and a sense of trust be- 
tween those two branches of the 
business. 

It was brought up at the meeting 
the carnivals, especially, came 
into various small towns and cities 
and with their small pay and non- 
union help actually injured the thea- 
tres, which is a permanent part of 
the city and which spends its money 
for union help and in other ways in 
that same city. And where the 
theatre lost money because of a car- 
nival’s unfair competition, it was the 
union labor that worked in the thea- 
tre which also suffered. With that 
thought, it was voted to postpone 
action on the outdoor biz, but that 
each member of the exec board care- 
fully think over the problem until 
it is brought before the board again 
in June. 


CASEY TO ACT 
FOR STUDIOS 
WITH LABOR 


Hollywood, April 20. 

Official cognizance of the Wagner 
Labor Act was taken by the Pro- 
ducers Association at a meeting 
Monday (19) night, when authority 
was voted to Pat Casey to represent 
each studio member of the body in 
meeting any problems arising in 
labor ranks. Producers have been 
set right by respective counsel that 
their end of the industry does come 
under the Interstate Commerce Act. 

Louis B. Mayer presided at session 
attended by major studio heads and 
given over largely to legal interpre- 
tation of new labor rulings and its 
application to picture business. 








NLRB Complaint Made 


Against Max Fleischer 


Complaint that Max Fleischer stu- 
dio is violating the Wagner Labor 
Relations act has been filed with 
National Labor Relations Board by 
Commercial Artists and Designers 
Union. Affiliate of American Federa- 
tion of Labor, CADU charges car- 
toon producer refuses to bargain 
with 112 of 134 employees belonging 
to organization. 

According to James Hulley, union 
prez, and Arthur Post, organizer, 
Fleischer met 1 h CADU reps 
April 9, but has since then refused 
to grant audience. Union seeks 35- 
hour week, reduction of eight and a 
half hours. Union seeks recognition, 
reduction of weekly working hours 
from 43'2 to 35, sick leave, end of 
‘speed up’ system and wage boosts 
averaging about 12%. 

Salaries at pr2sent are $15 to $20 
a week for oaquers (men who fill 
in solid color in cartoon), $17.40 
to $22 for inkers: $20 to $27 for in- 
betweeners: $27 for men who fill in 
backgrounds and $30 to $190 for 
animators. 

JENNINGS PREPS ‘KIM’ 
Hollywood, April 20. 

Talbot Jennings, who recently re- 

sumed his contract at Metro after a 


i long stay in London, is working on | 


script of ‘Kim,’ which Louis Leigh- 


other ton will produce. 


It will be a Freddie Bartholomew 


c F ; 
ame up at the national board meet- | starrer. 
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Steffes’ Fancy Ideas 
On Roadshow Pix Terms 





Minneapolis, April 20, 
With W. A. Steffes demanding a 
$1,500 guarantee and a 50% split of 
the gross for his end, ‘Good Earth’ 
and ‘Lost Horizon’ roadshow en- 
gagements, planned for Steffes’ Alvin 
theatre, only available spot, are out 
for Minneapolis. Steffes’ 
the first $1,500 to go to him and 
everything above that figure to be 
split 50-50, with the house and at- 
tractions sharing equally in adver- 
tising and incidental expenses. 
Metro now is trying to make a 
deal to roadshow ‘Earth’ in the Cen- 
tury Publix, loop first-run house. 





LATSE IN MOVE 
TO UNIONIZE 
EXCHANGES 


Definite move looking toward the 
unionization of all 
ployees in Greater 


exchange 
New York has 
just been taken by the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees in naming Joseph D. Basson 
as chief organizer. Basson is presi- 
dent of Local 306, Moving Picture 
Machine Operators of New York. He 


em- 


has named as his assistant, Frank 
Ruddock, a v.p. of 306. 
Present plans of the I. A. for 


unionization of the exchange work- 
ers comes about a year after an 


abortive attempt to sew up _ the 
branches, major and indie, by the 
Film Exchange Employees Union, 
which since has gone out of ex- 


istence. This union obtained a direct 
American Federation of Labor 
charter, but after meeting with fail- 
ure in its drive to organize ex- 
changes in New York its aims were 
absorbed by the United Theatrical 
and Motion Picture Workers, an in- 
dependent union without any A.F.L. 
or C.I1.O. affiliations. 


Denver’s Plans 
Denver, April 20. 
The local Film Exchange Union has 
filed notice with the state industrial 


commission, asking for increased 


wages. Hours and conditions now 
in effect are to remain the same. 
The notice to the industrial com- 


mission is according to law, the law 
forbidding a strike or lockout with- 
out 30 days’ notice. 

The union is asking for $35 for 
shippers and heads of ad sales, with 
$25 for assistants, $22 for head in- 
spectors and $22 for assistants. A 
scale of $2.50 to $5 less is being 
asked for shippers and assistants in 
small exchanges. 

According to Ralph E. Sturdevant 
of the operators’ union, organizer, 
every man but one is signed in nine 
exchanges. Fox and Metro employes 
have remained out of the union, they 
getting more than the average here- 
tofore, but slightly less than asked 
by the union. 

Officers include Bud Austin, WB, 
president; Lee Cronk, Paramount, 
v.p.; Sue Rhodes, recording secre- 
tary, and Max Gilbert. Columbia, 
secretary-treasurer. 


terms are | 





Recognition 


DELUXE LABS SIGNS 
WITH UNION; 10% TILT 


Signing of wage agreement by De 
Luxe Iaboratories, N. Y., last week 
was hailed as a union victory by IA 
| Local 669. Union officials that 
| it means a closed shop with a gen 
| eral 





say 


10% increase in scale and $22 
minimum. They designated it as the 
first agreement with De Luxe, lar- 


gest picture film printing lab in the 
world. Richard Walsh represented 
IA, and Alan E. Freedman, president 
of De Luxe, carried negotiations 
through to a successful and peaceful 
conclusion. 

Both sides this week minimized 
that a walkout threatened in case 
of disagreement on terms. ‘March of 
Time,’ which prints its reel at the 
lab, for a time early last week de- 
layed making changes in its current 
release to cover Wagner act decision 
until pact was signatured. 


ACTORS’ GUILD 
HAILS PRODS. 
ON MOVE 


Hollywood, April 20. 

Producers drew a salvo from the 
Screen Actors’ Guild for recognition 
under the collective bargaining pro- 
vision of the Wagner Labor Act. 
Kenneth Thomson, Guild secretary, 
is holding studio heads to their as- 
serted promise to open negotiations 
by April 25 when Guilders were de- 
nied membership to basic agreement 
at N. Y. meeting. 

If petition goes unheeded, Thom- 
son threatens to appeal to regional 
director here of the National Labor 
Relations Board. 





Demand Following Show 





Result of the first annual benefit 
of the newly formed Understudy 
Club of young Broadway legiters 
April 11 at the 48th St. theatre, N. Y., 
is six screen tests for participating 
members and three interviews with 
the Theatre Guild for others. 

Immediately after the performance 
scouts for three companies began 
contacting Penny Bancroft, presi- 
dent, for names. Result is RKO will 
test Charles Blake, 20th Century- 
Fox will mug Gordon Mills, who 
later gets another test from Metro, 
which also seeks Lynn Phillips, 
Mervyn Nelson, Willem van Loon, 
| Jr., and Don Moreno. The Theatre 
| Guild has interviewed Henne Da- 
| Loon, Jr., and Evelyn 





moure, van 
Streich. 


Proposed (10 Body Organizing 


N. Y. Theatre Mgrs. and Personnel 


Theatrical Business Representa- 
tives’ Guild, which has a certificate 
of application from the CIO, is 
sponsoring an ordinance to license 


. . ' 
New York City picture house man- 


agers. Union claims that the measure 


tion by Alderman Lew Haas. Ordi- 
nance would set a minimum age 
limit and provide other qualifications 
as to character and experience. 

TBR Guild is organizing in Chi- 
cago, Detroit, St. Louis, 
Los - ngeles as well as in New York 
City currently. Organization was 
started last month. Hal Oliver is 
president. The guild expects to re- 
ceive a CIO charter. As now consti- 
tuted, it takes theatre 
press agents and theatre 
under its wing. 


3oston and 


manalers, 


The TBR guild has transmitted al 


treasurers | 


letter to L. R. Thompson of RKO 
theatres calling attention to certain 
, alleged unfair practices. In this note, 
sent oy the guild, it was claimed that 
in March, and again this month, an 


|} executive of RKO sent warnings to} 
now is being prepared for presenta- | 


managers of New York RKO theatres 


to the following effect, ‘Any man- 


ager or RKO employe attending any 
meeting of the guild (meaning the 
Theatrical Business Representatives’ 


Guild) need not report back to work 
the following day.’ 

The TBR lette: 
cludes: 

‘Frankly, we are organizing your 
employes, and any further violation 
of Section Seven of the National La- 

| bor Relations Act on the part of any- 
one connected with RKO will be 
| promptly brought to the attention of 
the regional board,’ 


to Thompson con- 


Actors Guild, Painters Lead Fight | 
On Film Producers to Force Exec 


Under Wagner Act 


+ wane 


Hollywood, April 20. 


Led by the Painters union and 
Screen Actors Guild, film industry 
crafts outside the basic agreement 


will gang up on producers this week 
to demand recognition under the col- 
lective bargaining clause of the Wag- 
ner labor act 

A separate agreement will be 
sought by each craft, but the newly 
formed film labor federa- 
tion will supervise negotiations and 
nix individual that is 
considered detrimental to other 
members of federation. In event pro- 


unnamed 


any contract 





ducers refuse demands, fight will be 
‘taken before Dr. Towne Nylander, 
| regional director of the National La- 
| bor Relations Board 


Hold Secret Elections 


| Crafts in new federation have been 
holding secret clections all week in 
| effort to show they represent major- 
| ity of workers. 

It was anticipated here that the 
signing in New York last week of a 
new basic agreement between the 


studios and four of the international 
labor groups wou!d result in a mini- 
imum of agitation within the industry 


| situated in Hollywood. The situation 
has taken a radical turn, however, 
since the decision by the Supreme 


Court legalizing the operation of the 
Wagner Labor Act and its principles 
governing collective bargaining. 
Under the studio basic agreement, 
the signatory unions are the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Join- 
érs of America, the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians and the Brotherhood of Team- 





sters, Chauffeurs, Stablemen = and 
Helpers. 
Excluded from the agreement are 


the Brotherhood of Painters, Paper- 
hangers and Decorators, and the 
Screen Actors’ Guild, which holds a 
jurisdictional charter from the Cali- 
fornia State Federation of Labor. 

It is stated that there are more 
studio employees not members of the 
unions, which come within the scope 
of the basic agreement, than the 
number on the union rolls. The 
Screen Actors’ Guild asserts a mem- 
bership of 6,000, of whom 4,500 are 
extras registered at the Central 
Casting Office. Spokesman for the 
producers has asserted that formid- 
able as this SAG membership ap- 
pears, it does not in actuality repre- 
sent a majority of all registered 
screen players and extras. This is a 
point which will be debated when 
and if the SAG makes its bid for 
recognition by appeal to the NLRB. 

Painters Nix Idea 

Producers have agreed for the 
Painters to re-enter the basic ayvree- 
ment as of 1932, but Painters nixed 
offer because makeup artists and 
hair dressers were not included. 

Leaders of the new federation an- 
nounced the organization would in- 
clude actors, painters, plasterers, 
laborers, script girls, cutters, studio 
workers, scenic artists, makeup ar- 


tists, architects, hair dressers, and 
animators. Most of them have not 
yet perfected an organization, but 


actors, painters and machinists are 
ready to open negotiations with pro- 
ducers, 

Formation of the federation is re- 
ported to have acted as freeze-out of 
Committee for Industrial Organiza- 
tion, which had announced film in- 
dustry in its entirety would be or- 
ganized into a vertical union, 








Same Variety Clubs’ 
| Officers; Conv. Clicks 


| 
Omaha, April 20. 


Business meeting of National Vari- 
ety Clubs convention closed Satur- 
|} day night (17) choosing Cincinnati 


as its 1938 convention site. 

Line-up of officers: John H. Har- 
| ris, Pittsburgh, chief barker; M. R. 
| Clark, Columbus, first assistant bark- 
;er; John Maloney, Pittsburgh, sec- 
|} ond assistant; Frank Drew, Pitts- 
|} burgh; doughboy, and James Balmer, 
| Pittsburgh, property master. All 
reelected, as was board of directors. 

Banquet and show Sunday had 
| capacity house of 400 attending af- 
j}ternoon session. ‘Slippery Gulch,’ 
(an ll-act variety bill, was m.c.d by 
| George Jessel. 
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OPENING THI. 


“Question her love? Never ““She is the hon 
...1’d just as soon question aoa ut... ‘he | 
his honor!’’.....: s friend!”’, . 


“THE WOMAN I Lt 


Directed by 


ANATOLE 
LITVAK 


Produced by Albert Lewis 
. 

From the novel “L’Equipage,” 
by Joseph Kessel 
Published by Librairie 
Gallimard « Editions of the 

Nouvelle Revue Francaise. 








with LOUIS HAYWARD 


You always look to Muni for the year’s outstanding} le. 
Now look to Muni and Hopkins for the year’s outst. 
ing picture! A mighty, passion-swept drama fous} jn 
that heart-breaking love-war that knows no armiSb: 


An RKO RADIO PICTURE 


? 


+ F 


? 
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)UGHOUT THE NATION! 


+———, | BACKED BY A SWEEPING 
‘fe is my best | | NATIONAL ADVERTISING 
4 | CAMPAIGN in hundreds of 
| newspapers! ... FOUR SMASH 
| THREE-QUARTER-PAGE ADS 


. » « heralding the coming of this 
big show to millions of readers 
... pre-selling seats for theatres 
large and smali in every corner 
of the country!... 
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THE TRADE CRITICS SAY: 


“Here is a smashing pageant of the Great War 

seen from the viewpoint of a French flying squad- 
ron and intensified by a triangle love story of tragic power. 
The picture is brilliantly conceived and brilliantly executed, 
sweeping the spectator through a maelstrom of exciting and 
deeply moving events with a flow that elicits maximum sym- 
pathy. It is pictorially opulent and is enacted magnificently 
by a cast of highest calibre. With all these assets IT WILL 
EXERT A STRONG BOX-OFFICE PULL EVERYWHERE AND 
CAN BE COUNTED ON FOR LARGE PROFITS.” 


—Hollywood Reporter 


PAUL MUNI ' “Crisp, swiftly told and gripping ... should find extensive 
ae a 5. * favor and account for itself substantially at the pay window.”’ 


tient: Menai : —Hollywood Variety 
emy Award, 


now crowns his » “Strong emotional appeal in this story... Splendid perform- 


career with the | ances impart to the production even greater appeal.”’ 
greatest 


role of 2 e —Motion Picture Daily 
1937. 





“Beautiful handling of triangle love theme puts this with 
topnoichers ,.. Audiences will go for this one.”’ 


—Showmen’s Trade Review 
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CLEAR YOUR THROAT FOR 
4 CHEERING—HERE THEY 
| COME ON ROLLER SKATES!... 
Refreshing as an April shower... 

| Exciting as a kiss from a stranger 
| ... The world’s gay dancing sweet- 
a hearis stepping higher, wider, 
I | brighter than ever, in their grandest 
show of all!...Foot-free Fred and 9 8 | as iho 
flame-haired Ginger surrounded j EDWA RD FY E RETT HORTON ie ERIC BLORE _ : 
| by the screen's greatest comedy UME a hk Gann WY rane a odes ee 


cast, and three-score of Holly- 





{ WILLIAM BRISBANE and HARRIET HOGTOR 
4 wood's hand-picked glamour-girls! DIREGTED BY MARK SANDRICH * APANDRO S. BERMAN PRODUCTION 
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From the Fred Astaire-Ginger Rogers RKO Radio Picture ‘‘Shali We 


They All Laugh 


Refrain (Aappily) 


said the World was 


They all laughed at “peer Co-lum-bus : : 
Cen-ter  Nowthey'refight-ing to get in! £ 


They all laughed at Rock-e - fel - ler 


|SWEET SWING... AND RED-HOT 
BLUES! .. . AMERICA’S HEAD 
OVER HEELS IN RHYTHM... 
‘Singing, Whistling, dancing to the 
| a Rew songs now flooding the air! 

Slap That Bass” — “T've Got Begin- 
nes Luck"—"'They All Laughed” 
lat Call The Whole Thing Off” 
(They Can‘t Take That Away” 


i 
* 


er Rogers RK 


"Shall We Dance.” .. . Music by eam ails Chall We Dance 


£ 
Hl 


AEORGE GERSHWIN 
}Y¥tics by 


PRA GERSHWIN 


Music © Chappell & « 
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PERSONAL PROPERTY | 
Metro-Goldwyn-Maver release of John W. | 
Considine, J: production, Stars Jean 
Harlow and Robert Taylor Directed by | 
W. Ss. Van Dyhe Sereen play, Hugh Mills | 
and Ernest Vajda; from the play, “Man in| 
Possession, by H N. Har “Jd. Camera, 
William Daniels. Musical score by Franz | 
Waxman Film editor, Ben Lewis. At 
Capitel, N. ¥Y week April 15, 87. Run- 
ning time, SS mins 
Crystal Wetherby ....cvcce- lean Harlow 
Raymond Dabney ......- Robert Taylor 
Claude Dabney ....... Reginald Owen 
Clara aes Una O'Connor 
Mrs Dabney .... Henriett Crossman 
M lI) ney KE. ik. Clive 
M Burns ; Cora Witherspoon 
‘ herine Kurn M Sh 
I lift Forre H 
Lord Cat ! ! brahan 
Arthur Tt t I r ! \ 


For the undergraduates. It makes 
no pretentions to greatness, being 
satisfied there are enough customers 


who will gaze upon and listen to 
Jean Harlow, in pajamas, and 
Robert Taylor, in a dressing gown, 


bedroom 
This the- 


engage in some harmless 
dialog about the weather. 
ory seems correct. 

Most of the suspense is in the 
lobby display. Actually, ‘Personal 
Property’ jis just a good two-reel 
farce padded rather thinly into a 
feature. It is well enough directed 
and acted, contains an idea _ suf- 
ficiently risque to be highly amusing, 
if the director and writers hadn't 
blushed and pulled their punches. In 
consequence, the film is too self- 
conscious, and_ situations which 


flattened out. However, the picture 
will draw (without being any panic), 
but neither the two stars nor the 
director, W. S. Van Dyke, will gain 
professional prestige because of it. 
There is a place for 
story on picture screens provided the 
proper subtlety and smartness is em- 
ployed in the telling. When action 
and direction become a little too ob- 
vious, the sparkle disappears, so 
what promises to be frothy and 


amusing turns out to be heavy footed | 


and coarse. Such is the disappoint- 
ing truth about ‘Personal Property,’ 


which can make no claim for any | 


as a piece of 
aimed for the 
hits 


serious consideration 
workmanship. It’s 
high school trade and it 
mark right in senior year. 
Just why Metro should believe 
there is any entertainment in a 
close-up of Taylor taking a bath is 
rather hard to say. He follows this 
with a scene in which he puts a nail- 
file to work. The intent, of course, 
is to give the girls a thrill view of 
the young man in some candid 
camera shots. The result is a bit 
silly and innocuous. His role here 
can be rated without credit or debit 


in the box-score, like a base on balls | 


or a sacrifice. 

Miss Harlow is hoydenish and coy 
in her own jnimitable style. 
wears some striking costumes which 
clearly convey the ideas which the 
designer had in mind. There is more 
of Miss Harlow on display when 
she’s all dressed up than some girl 
reveal in their step-ins. If Taylor is 
going in for the same kind of ap- 
peal, he should profit by her ex- 
ample and keep out of bath-tubs. 

Because there’s a plot to ‘Personal 
Property’ there are other actors in 
the picture and all of them quite 
good, too. Reginald Owen, whose 
versatility is unlimited apparently, 
plays Taylor's brother, and looks it. 
Next week he may show up as 
Lionel Barrymore’s father. Her- 
rietta Crossman, E. E. Clive, Una 
O'Connor and Cora Witherspoon 
have small parts. Barnett Parker 
does some amusing clowning, and 
Forrester Harvey contributes an out- 
standing character bit. 

The plot? Well, Taylor gets him- 
self the job of a sheriff's officer and 
moves into Miss Harlow’s London 
house as custodian of her person and 
her possessions. The idea is that she 
resents his presence. He stavs around 
a couple of days—and nights. The 
picture is about what doesn’t hanpen. 

Flin. 


THE WOMAN I LOVE 


RKO-Radio release of Albert Lewis pro- 
duction, Stars Paul Muni and = Miriam 
Hopkins. Features Louis Hayward. Directed 
by Anatole Litvak. Screen play, Marcy 
Borden, from French film, ‘lL’ Equipage.’ 
and novel of same name by Joseph Kessel: 
seore, Arthur Honneger, Maurice Thiriet; 
camera, Charles Rosher; svecial effects, 
Vernon Walker: film editor, Henri Rust. At 
Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., week April 





% 'R7. Runnine time, &3 mins 

OD ai ch OES ba 2d 646605 Bedbae cae Paul Munt 

Denise ......cccegee-.eee00.Miriam Hopkins 

on MET ree Louis Hayward 

CAN - steamed s panne tok bi Colin Clive 
Watson 


BOORRGD 6 vo0.e 6.56 000006 iags see 


Mother -+++-Elizabeth Risdon 
DEUOOT 60 steud dexctnavaeeeie Paul Guilfole 
eee ng MCE COREE Ore Wally Albright 
Florence «+e.» Mady Christians 
Pr .'. 6¢0s¥$< cba bb peweceett ros Alec Craig 
Mezziores ....¢. — - Owen Davis, Jr. 
Dhuprez seeee Sterling Holloway 
oe ee ere e. Vinee Barnett 

Original notion for distributing 
this remake of ‘I'Equipage.’ a 
French film. was to call it ‘Esca- 
drille. Switch to ‘The Woman I 


Love’ should help on the marquee; 


and this picture needs all the mar- | 
quee help it can get. Spotty business | 


indicated with the Hopkins-Muni 
names seeing it through most of the 
tough spots. 

A thrill air picture plus a down- 
to-earth love story. But the 
angie is too typically French to con- 
vince the average American femme. 


|none too popular with 


a boudoir | wit 


the | 


She | 


love | 


| locks’ 
Latter is likely to find the yarn hard | Mamie Kelly's 


] 
than has been his custom of late. He 
is merely one of three skeins in the} 
story thread. He is a pilot who is 
the rest of 
the men in his escadrille because he | 
has the rep of being a jinx. Several | 
of his observers and gunners have | 
been killed and the boys are leery | 
of him. Louis Hayward comes along, | 
they strike up a quick and real 
friendship, and it looks like the jinx | 
has been slain. But unknown to 
either they are both in love with the 
same woman, Muni’s wife. 

Eventually, of course, Hayward 
finds out. This leads him to turn on 
Muni and finale is a bitter aerial 
dual. Hayward is killed and Muni 
wounded. Miss Hopkins nurses him, 
not realizing that he knows her 
mental torture. 

This finish may be fine from the 
standpoint of the husband and wife 
returning to each other but it’s really 
a sort of gyp. It is made sufficiently 
obvious that she loves the other man. 
Leaving the film, therefore, pretty 
much up in the air. 

Many good things in the picture. 
Nicely paced movement throughout 
and plenty of action. Some fine fly- 
ing, though nothing sensational along 
this line seems to have been cut in 
from the French original. And extra 
good performances throughout. All 
three leads are very good, with Hay- 
ward, perhaps, getting the break be- 
cause of the story. Colin Clive is 
excellent as the air commander. 


| Mady Christians is wasted as a re- 
might have been funny are slightly ! 


sort gal. Good bits throughout by 


| other players, mostly men. 


Anatole Litvak, who directed, also 
megged the French original. It is his 
first assignment on this side and he 
stick around. He has a nice 
touch and sense of pace. Score is 


the same as written over there, too, | 


by a couple of Frenchmen, and could 
| have been improved upon. Produc- 
| tional end is good and Mary Borden, 
in doing over the story, has _— 
NQGLT. 


| in some splendid dialog. 


Swing High, Swing Low 
(WITH SONGS) 


Paramount release of Arthur Hornblow | 
production, Stere Carole Lombard and 
| Fred MacMurray. Features Charles But- 
| terworth, Jean Dixon, Derothy Lamour, 
| Harvey Stephens. Directed by Mitchell 
| Leisen. Screen play, Virginia Van Upp 
j}and Oscar Hammerstein II, from play 
| (‘Burlesque’) by George Manker Watters 
| and Arthur Hopkins. Songs, Ralph Rain- 
| ger, Leo Robin, Sam Cosiow, Al Siegel, 
| Burton Lane, Ralph Freed, Charley Kisco. 
Musical direction, Boris Morroe; camera, 
Ted Tetzlaff; special photographic effects, 
Farciot Edouart: arrangements, Victor 
Young. Phil Boutelje: vocal arrangements, 
Al Siegel; film editor, Eda Warren. At 
Paramount, N. f.. .week April 15, °37. 
Running time, 92 mins. 

i i, i eee Carole Lombard 
Bid FGMAGOR soc csicdeccce Fred MacMurray 
a PEE errr re Charlies Putterworth 
tet eee eer eee ee Jean Dixon 
MIG SOU, owe dwecdve's Dorothy Lamour 
Marvey BOW soa sccccwes Harvey Stephens 
| TOMY....+..+-- sotuseesv ears Charles Judels 
Pr ean Cecil Cunningham 
Co ee ey re ...Charles Arnt 
| Henri 0600s ets eoeae ban a Frankivn Pangborn 
| Panamanian Dan...........4 Anthony Quinn 
Pies GE PONG: bcd corvecisces Harry Semels 
SU PUROT. feb oe sdgedees ces Ricardo Mandia | 
Cee ry ee. OF ee Enrique de Rosas | 


| ‘Swing High, Swing Low’ has al- 
|ready proved itself in some of the 
| key cities as strong boxoffice. With 
Carole Lombard and Fred MacMur- 
ray topping a strong cast, plus the 
basic entertainment ingredients, no 
reason to believe that ‘Swing High’ 
will not jam ‘em at the gate. It’s 
a cinch for the younger trade, and 
will satisfy general audience stand- 
ards. 

Film is a switch, not even press 
book heralded, on the old George 
Manker Watters- Arthur Hopkins 
play. ‘Burlesque.’ Instead of the 

urlesque comic, Skid Johnson, of 
the putty-nose, whom the late Hal 
Skelly glorified in the Broadway 
original, and in the first Par film- 
ization (called ‘Dance of Life’), the 
switch to a Panama honky-tonk and 
a class N. Y. cafe is as ultra-modern 
as the sweet-hot trumpeting which 
is the keynote of MacMurray’s ex- 
pert performance. 

As an ex-Canal Zone soldier who 
can toot a mean horn, which car- 
|ries him from Mama Murphy's Pan- 
|}ama joint to the Hollywood version 
of an El Morocco type of class place, 
| MacMurray, ably 
| Lombard, does much to sustain a 
story, which, in spots, 
bit dated. 

Sagas about kings of the nite clubs 
who, when they start to skid, go 
_down fast, have become a bit famil- 
}iar, as has also the basic triangle 
| situation when Skid goes _ the 
whoopee route and Miss Lombard 
ultimately comes back to resurrect 
him from the sloughs. However. 
expert trouping by both more than 
sustains the story requirements. 

Producer Arthur Hornblow and 
Director Mitch Leisen have endowed 
the sum total with all the niceties. 














| horn, they just don’t leave it to this 
| alumnus of the California Collegians 
| (band) to give a suggestion of it— 
| they go the whole way and have 
| two, not just one, to stand in for the 
| whammo trumpet virtuosoing. 
| Murray’s off-screen hot lips are two 
boys from Victor Young's 
Frank Zinziv and William Candreva, 


and their triple-tongue and other 
horn intricacies are somethin" In- 


cidentally, Young with Phil Boutelje, | 


of the Par musical corps, has done 
an expert job on the arrangements. 

The illusion of the Panama Canal 
flirtation; the counterpart of 
Cc. Z. honky ‘called 


to believe despite being sympathetic. |Murphy’s here): the ensuing N. Y. 
On top of that, picture has one of |nitery atmosphere; the vamping by 
those unsatisfactory endings which | Dorothy Lamour, etc., constitute a 


may annoy the girls no end. | 


Paul Muni has a lesser role here 


succession of screen pictures which 
arrestingly background the strong 


foiled by Miss | 


looms as a/| 


If MacMurray is such a bear on the | 


Mac- | 
band, | 


Reine Mn as nol 
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‘Personal Property’ ‘(M-G)., 
Harmless boudoir farce with 
Jean Harlow and Robert Tay- 
lor. All right. 

‘The Woman I Love’ (RKO). 


Fair Paul Muni-Miriam Hop- 
kins starrer augurs spotty re- 
sults. 

‘Swing High, Swing Low’ 
(Par). Good Lombard-Mac- 
Murray comedy-drama with 
songs. Cinch for big grosses, 


‘Love From a Stranger’ (UA). 


British-made with Ann Hard- 
ing and Basil Rathbone. Re- 
deems itself in final two reels. 
Fair. 

‘When Love Is Young’ (U). 


Moderately diverting Cinderel- 
la yarn with the virtue of some 
laughs. 

‘You're in the Army Now’ 
(G-B). Tepid recital of Amer- 
ican racketeer who enlists in 
the British army. Comedy with 
melodramatic finish. Directed 
by Raoul Walsh. No names for 
U. S. and just a second feature. 

‘A Family Affair’ (Metro). 
Wholesome. entertainment 
marked by Lionel Barrymore's 
brilliant performance. Family 
trade and tops in dual locations. 

‘Night Key’ (U). Meller 
about an eccentric inventor plus 
cops and robbers stuff, with 
Boris Karloff. For the duals. 

‘China Passage’ (RKO. Mur- 
der mystery meller of small 
b.o. hopes. 














basic romance. Butterworth’s hypo- 
chrondriacal comedy assignment 
| serves as a good springboard for his 
chacteristically dry manner of work- 
ing, and Jean Dixon is an adequate, 
if not particularly distinguished, 
skeptical girl friend. Dorothy La- 
mour, one of Par’s newcomers, is 
effective as the light menace, a per- 
sonality looker who also registers 
with her ‘Panamania’ song. Cecil 
Cunningham, legit vet, makes her 
gruff but not-too-tough Mama 
Murphy stand up and out, as does 
Charlie Judels’ bit as a _ dialectic 
Boniface. 

There are five songs: ‘I Hear a 
Call to Arms’ and ‘Panamania’ (Cos- 
low-Siegel); ‘Spring Is in the Air’ 
| (Ralph Freed - Charley Kisco ); 
‘Swing High, Swing Low’ (Freed- 
Lane), and ‘Then It Isn't 
(Robin-Rainger ). ‘Arms’ is 
thematic but none is 
save the title song, which is but in- 
cidental in the film but is currently 
getting a dance plug around the 
country. In this instance it’s almost 
advantageous that the tunes don't 
subjugate the plot motivation, mak- 
ing it a story with incidental but 
necessary song embellishments. 
Boris Morros has synced the sum 
total well and Al Siegel’s deftness 
with the vocal 
superbly manifested despite the 
limited opportunities. This is Miss 
Lombard’s first attempt at warbling 
in public. The sound boys are kind 
to her parlor voice. 

Camera and_ general 
click throughout, including 





some 


ciot Edouart, who has so skillfully 
blended his special camera effects— 
the booming notes from the trumpet, 
the champagne bubbles, etc.—that 
it’s almost part of the plot. The 
increasing usages, of late, of unob- 
trusive but well-fitting montage to 





interpret dramatic screen moods, 
incidentally points the way to a new 
| and finer film art. Abel. 





Love From a Stranger 
(BRITISH MADE) 


United Artists release of Max 
production. Stars Ann Harding. 
Basil Rathbone, Binnie Hale, Bruce Seton, 
Jean Cadell. Directed by Rowland V. Lee, 
From story by Agatha Christie and play 
by Frank Vosper: adaptation, Frances 
Marion; film editor, Howard O'Neil: 
|} camera, Phillip Tamkura. At Rivoli, N. Y.. 


Schach | 
Features | 


and the film finally starts to move. 
Although the steps bringing him to 
the point where the murder of his 
wife is planned are deliberate and 
testing, when the bumping off time 
approaches the dramatics do reach 
nerve-breaking tension. Sequence in 
which Miss Harding realizes what is 
planned for her is gripping. She 
parries with Rathbone, frantically 
tries to save herself, and only by 
making him believe he has swal- 


| lowed poison in coffee does she save 


herself. Miss Harding gives a fine 


| performance throughout these scenes 


while Rathbone is also excellent. 
| Bruce Seton does well in a smal) 
part and shows distinct screen 


promise. Very little comedy is at- 
tempted in the script. 

Others from Hollywood have had 
a and in this British-made _in- 
cluding Rowland V. Lee, director: 
Frances Marion, scenarist, and Harry 
E. Edington, credited as associate 
producer. Latter was Greta Garbo’s 
business manager and agent for 
years. Char. 


When Love Is Young 
(WITH SONGS) 


Universal release of Robert Presnell] pro- 





——= 


You're in the Army Now 
(BRITISH MADE) 


Gaumount-British production and rele; 
Features Wallace Ford, John Mills, 
Lee, Grace Bradley. Directed hy 
Walsh. Original story by Lesser Saniuels 
Ralph Bettinson; adaptation, Austin Me}. 
ford, Bryan Wallace; camera, Rey Kelling, 


Se, 
Anns 
Raoul 


At Criterion, N. Y., week April 14, °37, 
Running time, 71 min, 
Jimmy Dean...... RE ere Wallace Ferg 
a ee Aa at John Mills 
ete Boe ER hee SS a Sy Anna lee 
RE PRR es a eee Grace Bradley 
Sergeant-Major Brigyes....... Frank Cellie, 
American Student.............. Peter Craft 
Sugar DE oso eisai ceiak Arthur Chesney 
fy: gereg eee ey ..-Lawrence Andeises 
Vice-Consul........ ... Frederick Leiste, 
ci. | a ° . -Lee von Pokornes 
Army Schoolmaster.......... Athol Fleming 
Not much to get excited about. 
Takes off from a fetching theme, but 
that nothing much eventuates can 
largely be blamed on a dour and 


flabby script. Film looks to rate sec- 


| ond billing for duals on this side. 


Wallace Ford is a lively enough 
personality in the central role. Nar- 


| rative poses him as a petty Ameri- 


can racketeer who flees to England 


from a threatened rap for murder. 
| There he turns to the army as a 
hideout, enlisting as from Canada. 


| picture relates his doings as a 


duction, Features Virginia Bruce, Kent 
Tayior, Walter Brennan. Directed by Hal 
Mohr. Adapted by Eve Greene and Joseph 
kields, From Story, ‘Class Prophecy,’ by 
Eleanore Griffn Camera, Jerome Ash 
Special songs by Timmy McHugh and 
Harold Adamson, At Roxy, N. Y., week 
April 16, ‘37. Running time, 75 mins 
Wanda Werner .....ccccces Virginia Bruce 
Et ee eo a ee ee ee Kent Taylor 
UE: DOU wo. an eed ace oes Walter Brennan | 
Hannah Werner ..............Greta Meyer | 
BEROG: Werner oicioeccvcss Christian Rub | 
Norman Crocker ...0<.0... William Tannen 
Irene Henry eovccccsess....0ean Rogers 
SE Wae MNO weicadeceds Sterling Holloway 
“Dotty ' Leonard ..........Nydia Westman 
Oo eg a eer David Oliver | 
DRSOLUPM SOTOUE, 5 i cccee see deds ca ick Smart 
Be ee ere ree Laurie Douglas 


Love’ | 
the | 
outstanding 


arrangements are. 


| the romantic leads. 
technique | 


brief but punchy montage by Far- | 


Another repeat on the Cinderella | 


situation. Rather 
results will 


nicely done and 
provide average film- 
goers with averagely good amuse- 
ment. Hal Mohr directs with com- 
mendable zip and the characters re- 
main plausible. 


|Old Marine 


Play-within-a-play idea is lightly | 


skipped for it’s the fragile bridge 
over which the story has to pass at 
about the halfway mark. Virginia 
Bruce, as a singing ingenue in a 
Broadway musical comedy (and put 
there by a press agent although she 
has no previous experience), is one 
of those things. 


With occasional touches of humor, 
re- 
cruit, adding romance to the pro- 
ceedings by making Ford the third 
corner in a play for the sergeant- 
major’s daughter, Anna Lee. His 
rival and a good natured one. is his 
barracks sidekick, John Mills. 
Complications develop 
Ford’s former showgirl flame from 
the States pops up. His chilly at- 
titude miffs her to the point where 
she threatens to tip off the back 
home killing. Ford stows away on a 
ship and at dawning finds himself. 


when 


occupying the same vessel as his 
regiment bound for China. The girl 
is also aboard. 

Picture goes melodramatic for 


the final reel, giving director Raoul 
Walsh a chance to repeat some of his 
Corps conceits. In 
China there is a bandit outbreak and 
the sergeant-major’s daughter is in 
danger. Troops to the rescue. Ford 
acquits himself heroically and _ is 
nipped fatally by a bandit’s rifie, 
but not until after he discovers that 
his army sidekick is the one that the 


| girl really loves. 


| good 


Miss Lee makes a pleasant and 
looking heart pother. Mills 


| proves a likeable and loyal son of 


What apparently is a Pennsylvania | 


Dutch family has a pretty daughter 
(Miss Bruce) who is pretty nicely 
snubbed by the local college stu- 
dents. She returns some years later, 


a star, and gets a civic welcome. The | 


stuff of which day dreams are made. 

Finally cured of her girlish infatu- 
ation for the conceited college hero 
(William Tannen), 
to Broadway to marry the amiable 
press agent (Kent Taylor). 

Quite a few laughs in the picture. 
Treatment. is rather br'.@ and syn- 


the star returns | 


thetic but that a new director could | 


carry off such exaggerations at all is 
perhaps a point for congratulation 
in itself. 

Performances are okay with a 
variety of character actors behind 
Also a pair of 
nice songs included. Miss Bruce and 
Kent Taylor are strong enough to 
hold the sympathy and the story. 
Jack Smart. from radio, suggests the 
late Willard Louis and handles him- 
self well before the lens. Land. 


The Wife of General Ling 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, April 7. 


Stafford production, released 
tadio. «Stars Griffith Jones and 
Directed by Ladislaus Vajda. 





Premier 
through 
Inkijinoff. 








WE WOOO 5.000 ib Esc cceviee Griffith Jones 
EOE BA a avi si sisde ne Ca au Inkijinoff 
SRE SR Rr reer -Adrianne Renn 
NG 5560 kiddhdbede Cenc) Alan Napier 
Ser rrr eee Anthony Eustrel 
A ee EOI ee Dee ELT E Jingo Seneva 
0 a rae Hugh McDermott 
ne a ae Gibson Gowland 
Bee. ee res ee Gabrielle Brune 
[te ree Lotus Fragrance 
Lady Buckram............. Marion Spencer 
Police Sergeant.............. Billy Holland 
Police Commissioner, ...... George Merritt 
ee ee eer ene Howard Douglas 


An obvious, but well-done, picture 
of the machinations of a notorious 
bandit in China who, despite the 


efforts of the Governor of British 


territory, manages to get large ship- 
| ments of English arms and ammuni- 


_ tion. 


week April 17, ‘37. Running time, &7 
| mins, 

be eee ere Agon Harding 
| Gerald Lovell...........000. Basil Rathbone | 
| Kate Meadows............0.. Binnie Hale 
| Ee eee eee ruce Seton 
(NEES bP Becks 6000s wabbeus.od Jean Cadell 
Pe GION 635 od ca lks <faccesn Bryan Powles 
DP IT db o56< ccs sss eecee’s Joan Hickson 
NN Fete a 6S < 486-0 v wiwhees Donald Calthrop 
See WWOUNS ba 380d iecasdnsucas Eugene Leahy 


A powerful sequence in a country 
| home, involving a murder maniac 
and a woman who nearly goes mad in 
| a successful effort to save herself from 
|{him, gives ‘Love From a Stranger’ 


| mite. But the rest is inconsequen- 
_tial. Cast names will help this pic- 
ture to make its way over here. but 
chances for real money are dubious. 

Character study of the suave, 
mentally deranged man who has 
married and killed three women was 
originally a short story. Later it was 


_ Barring some unnecessary in- 
consistencies of story, 
tion, as a whole, is a good and inter- 


| esting one for the masses, but hardly 


, up to West End level. 


a couple of reels of dramatic dyna- | 


| done as a play under the same title | 


| as this picture. It ran just a month 
in New York last fall. The late 
Frank Vosper, its author, starred in 
it on Broadway. 

Ann Harding is the girl who wins 
a lottery and weds Basil Rathbone. 
the murderer. This is when things 
start to happen. Up to this stage 
nothing is suspected of Rathbone’s 
past. After the honeymoon, the 
business of building Rathbone into 





his sinister character gets under way 


Might even 
be an acceptable secondary feature 
on American dual programs. 

; Dialog is crisply effective: there is 
intensive action throughout, and the 





Britain, while Grace Bradley nasals 
aptly as the showgirl. Odec. 





A FAMILY AFFAIR 


Meiro release of Lucien Hubbard-Samuel 
Marx production, Features Lionel Herry- 
more, Cecilia Parker and Eric Linden. Di- 
rected by George B. Seitz. Sereen pluy by 
Kay Van Riper from the Play, ‘Skidding,’ 





by Aurania Rouveyrol; musical score by 
David Snell; camera, Lester White. At 
Rialto, N. Y., week April 1%, °37. Running 
time, #7 mins, 

1SUG0 MarOr ss oekcccsivdc Lionel Barrymore 
BC NG 0s Fidsi-ees ve%ue Cecilia Parker 
Lo | i res Eric Lincen 
seen: Hee 2 ara ickéey Rooney 
Frank Redmond.......... Charley Grapewin 
Meas OS oi 344 0's4 eek “Spring Byington 
WON . DOGO Ss 06s 600 05.08<eeciial Julie Hayaion 
POUR DUI CSS Soh ids iw k Oc4d45 2 Sara Haden 
SOANe MERSUEMs 66.660 5.0% 6-00 ccsnce chien Vincent 
SPOS tteeeeeeeeess Marguret Marquis 
Hoyt Wells. ........:.6.....Selmer Jackson 
Owcar Stubbins.............. Harlan Briggs 


‘A Family Affair’ is wholesome en- 
tertainment, well done by a capable 
cast and superbly directed. Unfor- 
tunately for the front window. Metro 
has left Lionel Barrymore to shoul- 
der the brunt of dragging them in. 
with Cecilia Parker and Eric Linden 
as the only other names that mean 
much. With pictures cast as they 


are today, this production needs two 


or more outstanding names if the 
register is to ring a happy tune. 
Producers probably felt that it was 
not worth risking additional favor- 
ites in the cast because the story. 
adapted from the stage play. ‘Skid- 
ding,’ not only was just a moderate 
legit success but that it was pre- 
sented so long ago that it obviously 
had lost its possibilities along such 
lines. So much so, that M-G-M has 
shifted the title to this drab one. 
There seems little question about 


_ the film being able to attract follow- 


the produc- | 


| vouthful romantic interest. 


ers in family houses and as a _ lik- 
able programmer. But outside of 
that it will probably seck the bulk 
of coin in double-bill spots. 

Picture -is another triumph = for 
Lionel Barrymore. As the honest 
country-town judge, and avain as the 
family-loving father. he is in his ele- 
ment. It is one of those meaty roles 
that is Barrymore's dish. 

Cecilia Parker and Eric Linden 
again are successfully teamed as the 
It is get- 


| ting tobe a routine act with this 


| here, 


photography and directional detail | 
commendable. 
Motivation revolves around the 


efforts of the hero (Griffith Jones), 
British secret service agent, who is 
sent to learn how these British 
armaments are being smuggled to 
the bandit’s men. The outlaw is 
shown to be Hongkong’s richest mer- 
chant and a_ public philanthropist. 
The hero, against terrific odds, ex- 
poses the bandit chief and bids fare- 
well to China, taking with him the 
General's white wife after her hus- 
band died with his boots on fighting 
the British troops. 

The role of the bandit in the hands 
of Inkijinoff is a typical bit of re- 
pressed Chinese acting. and 


| and Selmer Jackson provide 


there | 


are one or two other parts well por- | 


trayed in approved high school his- 
trionics. Jolo. 


pair but they are highly effective 
¢ As is Mickey Rooney. as the 
kid, in his pun-- love affair with 
Margaret Marouis. Young Rooney's 
internretation is true boy stuff. and 
food for the best laughs. 

Harlan Briggs, in the role of the 
iudee’s) camnaien manaver. does 
snlerdidly. Charley Granewin Sprin: 
Byineton, Sara Haden, Allen Vincent 
strong 
support. Julie Havdon does not 
nhotoeranh so well but gives a sin- 
cere performance as the dauvhte! 
who comes close to being involved 
in A scandal. 

George B. Seitz has directed wit! 
skill and sincerity. getting the maxi- 
mum temvo out of a wordy piece 
Kay Van River provides homey talk 
for the players but her adaptation i: 
only a fairish job. Wear. 
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mund L. Hartmann-J. Robert Bren ’ . -aci ' ) 
J = : ; re inaccuracies, but some crafty direct- 
DER LETZTE script, with only a trace of inspira-| !hat Man’s Here Again | inaccurs ee wate Se. INKOGNITO : | 
(‘The Last Waltz’) tion. There are no respectable op- Warner Bros. release of First National| of the principals helps to make one (‘Incognito’) 7) 
3 (GERMAN MADE) ee ae he Script for these apace ge rhage en Hempert. Alary | forget most of them. (GERMAN MADE) j 
(OPERETTA) artists or . others. The best that Louis King. Screen play, Lillie Hayward, Mademoissele Docteur in the per- S : 
x Germania Filme release of Gnom produc- | (Merges is the drunk of Dick Elliott. | from story by Ida A. R. Wylie; camera, | son of Dito Parlo is in capable hands (WITH SONGS) : 
4 erreatures Camilla Horn, Ivan Petro- He manages to pry some laughs from | Warren Lynch; film editor, Harold McLer-| and for the most part she demon- Ufa release and preduction. Stars CGus- 
— Ernast Dumke. Directed by Georg] the part given him, one bit with a| non. At Fox, Bklyn, N. Y., dual bill, week strates commendably that sh nan | ttY Froelich and Hansi Knoteck, Directed : 
: yico. ee 6Based on operetta by Oscar Straus, t j ite April 16, "37. Running time, 60 mins. z - : y : sne cé by Richard Schneider-Edenkoben. Story 
acoby. Based on oF yy Oscar, customs man proving quite funny. . . . . acter “ar 
Jacoby. N. Y¥.. week April 16, ’37. Run- : oF Thomas J. Jesse.... Hugh Herbert} POrtray notorious character con-| by Haralt Bratt: music. Friedrich Wil- 
4 At ( am oe , Haworth does an American soldier Nancy Lee....... ana ..sceeeMary Maguire vincinglW. jhelm Rust. At S6th St. Garden, N. Y., , 
4 ning euerst Paul Ivanovitch.Ernast Dumke | Of fortune whose authority with re-| Jimmy Whalen... Tom Brown Excellent support of such actors | W°e% April 16. 87. Ruaning time, 81 mins. ; 
4 Grosvski, erster adjatant.....Max Guestorf | spect to gumshoeing for return of a| Mr. Murdock........0000..02.2. Joseph King sani ae: asnay. |ncverin Matthias Gustav Froelich 
i 0D oc aye Sy er geet age Vey é 5 alin = ' w..}]and actresses as Pierre Fresnay, | Friedel Reime ae : 
; ‘leutnant Dimitri, zweitzer adjutant. stolen diamond never seems very | BUU::---++-++-2::e0eeeeeceeeees Teddy Hart . . ~ shor bts isin ee --Hansi Kaoteck 
} ea attend Ivan Petrovich | Well established. He's th mT SeMGOOM. 5. «000 sacceecec \rihur Aylesworth | Pierre Blanchar, Louis Jouvet, Char- Williges.... Fag sesr cer Hans Leibelt 
ee WOR RMM Sais gos 20a: Tibor v. Halmay | WC! established. es thrown in) Mrs. Mathews... Dovethy Vaughan| lin Dullin and Vivane Romance | A!** Brandt.......... teeeee Hilde Krueger 
> Vic wt Eduard vy. Winterstein| With a G-girl who, unknown to him] Wong............ .....Tetsu. Komai} helps ightil ster » ee Mather. . Claire Reigbert 
General Dymoff...... CUM Vaiter Steinbeck | for most of the foot tage Men 1eips mightily to bolster up the | rit, Schutze... caer’ Saitow 
General Soto ON 5 hdals Sendrock ing to track se S the ain vets pod de ; pra whole. With few exceptions their | Max Braun... Erich Fiedlet 
Seer ee. wisavewadsacees ORG Orn a i Y ohana ible f . ee and| This comedy-drama is going to| performances keep at an even height Friedel's Father ... Rudolf Gierbach 
Daschinisa...-ssss+++sssee+e+,;+Maja Feist | )208@ TCSP Ons ne ice jmurcer, may- | have difficulty getting by. There are| the fierceness of war-time tension | §Unt Rose... Otte shocckel 
eM s0obet~ss onebesssoess Mara Jakiech its — lo else in maintaining | no names to really float it over, and | this film purports to present. | Business Manages ....Eugen Rex 
Kaschinka »-..-++- 0-00. a ae ’ gn ttegyrr oe 5 _, | the effort to fuse the daft comedy of| Fresnay, as the possessor of the | Binsel Ewald Wenk 
— tememee.... Matna v. Kossatzki th ——s oe “ an oa pa ren Pie ners Hugh Herbert with a serious drama | papers, in love with Miss Parlo, has | hemo Panse ss Hane Richter 
ron oll leietth 4 sca « ttainas es Carl Platten | the mand 1S we _, oe Lge acon of young boy-young girl love doesn’t!/a naturalness that is refreshing, | ee Se ee 
Wachtmeiser.......-.-+-5 Helmut Passarge + ey ne o ce egy clut ‘Asi UP | come off successfully. while Jouvet as a fruit merchant and - : ; 
ey ESA : bshne li ~ aan f are » = siatic The story presents no new treat-| head of the German service in (In German, with English Titles) 
(In German, With English Titles) aes SOE he risco, the same ment of the theme that recounts the | Salonika was never better. From the Ufa studios has come 
This elaborately mounted Ger- {Suspects are thrown together, and] destitute girl meeting the $12-a-week In a role that suits her abilities, | another of those light comedy films 
several reels of cumbersome murder 


manic version of Oscar Straus’ fa- 
miliar operetta is a pleasant relief 
from the recent German film fare. 
It’s o.k. for the foreign languagers 
appealing to the Teutonic trade, and 
may attract notice in some arty 
houses because of the intelligent 
English titling that makes the story 
follow. 
et ‘The Last Waltz’ proves such 
a palatable musical dish is due in 
large measure to the stalwart per- 
formances contributed by the prin- 
cipal figures in_ this military ro- 
mance. Camilla Horn, not unknown 


mystery routine follow until one of 
the bunch is trapped. The love in- 
terest follows the lines of least re- 
sistance, its development offering 
nothing original nor outstanding. 
Cliff Reid produced with the letter 
‘B’ in his mind, and Edward Killy 
directed. An ordinarily arranged 
wedding stumbles the film somewhat 
in arriving at a finish. Char. 


RIDE, RANGER, RIDE 


(WITH SONGS) 








elevator operator, and their romance. 
The usual disheartening setbacks 
strain at ’em, but love finds a way. 

One oversight is fact there is no 
explanation as to who sired the baby 
the girl has tucked away in an or- 
phanage at beginning of film; though 
the question of whether she was 
married or no is brought up, it is 
never answered. 

Herbert isn’t on the screen but less 
than half the footage, but holds to- 
gether the pic when he is, through 


his usual goofy brand of laugh-levy- | 
wander- | 


ing. Cast as an eccentric 





Viviane Romance, is an agent, cab- 
aret singer, and mistress of Blanchar 
to denounce Miss Parlo and be killed 
in cold blood by Jouvet’s pistol. 
Photography throughout is suf- 
ficient, although some scenes of Ger- 
man bombings could have been more 
effectively done and clippings could 
have gone a little closer in places 
with attending improvement. Stern. 


Riders of Whistling Skull 





Republic release of Nat Levine 











with mistaken identity as a_ story 
basis, an idea that seems perpetually 
embedded in the minds of present- 
day German scripters. ‘Inkognito,” 
notwithstanding, is pleasant screen 
fare, deftly handled and produced in 
up-to-date style. It will please Ger- 
man audiences generally, and for the 
no-savvy trade there are expressive 
English titles. Stars are two Teuton 
faves, Gustav Froelich and Hansi 
Knoteck, both easy to look at and 
expert in gay-spirited roles. 

Story has to do with young Sev- 


a9 projuc-|erin Matthias, who becomes owner 
: . * a a2 es : 506 mes anart.| tion. Stars Bob Livingston, Kay Corrigan, . ¢ . ony = 

to American audiences; Ivan Petro Republic release of Nat Levine produc- foot residing in the glittering apart Max Terhune. Directed by Mack V. Wright; | of a soap factory by inheritance, but 
) vich and Ernast Dumke all do neat-| ition. stars Gene Autry, Features Smiley | ment* house where the young hero |who is not a howling success in its 


ly. Comparably even pacing by Di- 


7] 
‘ - by Joseph Kane. Adapted by Dorrell Mc shifts i , Drake; camera, Jack Marta; film editor, 2ing > - irector | 
rector Georg Jacoby, well-staged i ag gs? tli ct AD ort shifts in and out of the story, and Erake; cumern. ox i Mig wer ey son, ete by the general direct Yr. 4 
music and a fair sense of climactic |) j:epnard McConville and Karen DeWolt, | finally winds up by bringing the | 3)" "menting theme, 06 tiles.” atthias fed up with this sort of | 
ist materially. Camera, William Nobles. At Arena, N. Y., | lovers together. Herbert gets across| stony ................ Bob Livingston | thing, goes away suddenly on a long i | 
values also assis } Y. ; K t : 
Camilla Horn is a blonde looker | on dual bill, two days, April 18-19 '37./on type and acting, not the lines | Tucson ..Ray Corrigan | Journey without revealing his des- | 
who attracts the eye of the over- | Running time, 63 mins, : | given him. Lullaby ....... --Max Terhune | tination. In his travels he meets up 
© : . : Gene. ...+. oe »..-..Gene Autry ” eee ORT shade ..Mary Kussell ith Fri Soiashs , 
bearing grand duke and the lieuten- | Frog. 00252 SI ‘Smiley Burnette Tom Brown does his standard BOTs! Sosa itoxer Williame | ¥! ritz *hulze, an unemployed 
ant at the same time. Along with | Dixie...................., .Kay Hughes |formance as the forehead-wrinkled | Henrietta ......... ......Fern Emmett |S0ap salesman. Matthias strikes a fr, 
her smooth performance, Ivan Petro- oe Leseecesseseseceeeees++.Monte Blue | serious male lead. Making her| Faxon ........... .C. Montague Shaw | bargain with him and the two men Fd 
vich serves as an excellent running |). eron.............5... George Lewis | Yankee debut in flickers, Mary Ma- | {ah «----.------+++-- ++ ¥akioa Canutt | change identities, — oa 
mate in the role of youthful lieuten-/| Rure........... -..ssssss...Max Terhune | Suire is a meltingly apvealing bru-| pron... George Godtrey Schulze goes off in Matthias’ car 
ant. Ernast Dumke, as the ducal | Colonel Summeratl .-Robert E. Homans | net. and does a conscientious job.| Cleary .............. Karle Ross | While Severin applies for and gets 
menace, is convincing, but all dis- yd ase vee ees BE es pe: She'll get by in future in feature | Coggins .......................Frank Ellis}/a small job, under the other man’s 
’ . r e 0 ¥ o« e arciouc 


play nice restraint. Adele Sandrock, 
a fave with German audiences, con- 


Burnette, Tennessee Kamblers. Directed 





PERE occ ke dk eeawens Tennessee Ramblers 





heaves the lift up and down, he 


roles. Miss Maguire comes from 
Australia where she made a couple 


screen play, Oliver Drake and John Kath 


mell; story, Bernard McConville and Oliver 





Best of the Mesquiteer prints to 


organization, all important decisions 


name, in one of the branch stores of 
his own firm. There he gets the 


tributes a topnotch character part as| | For the western fans this Gene | 0f celluloiders before Hollywood got | date, ‘Riders of the Whistling Skull’ | lowdown on_ the workings of the 
the mother of the girl. Autry opera will prove to be a lolla- | her. P ‘ Sent ‘ is long of title import and packs a poeanens and ey —_ se 

Musical background, ballroom | yajooza multiple bill attraction be- Rest of cast confin to not very fairly hair-raising yarn for a west- ranch manager is defrauding the 
scenes, the few song numbers and | ¢ayse it combines Autry’s cowboy | /@'se roles. Teddy Hart had a few organization. It is while working at 


specialties were ably planned and 


songs and guitar with almost con- 


comedy lines to blurt. Script over- 


ern. 


the store that Matthias meets and 


t into effect. Wear. , » Raiibtoe ck its. | looked good bet of giving him a Based on the book by William Colt | falls in love with Friedel Reimer, 
“sei gan scot Sees. Some gee ig oh agg counle of scenes with Herbert. MacDonald, its narrative concerns |>Ut the girl's family, thinking him 
eae |" , Direction o.k., camera also; vro- : og : to be a swindler, discourage the ro- 

NIGHT KEY Story, of course, is one of those ;Guction inexpensive. But “That the hunt for a lost city of fabulous! mance. 


Universal release of Robert Presnell proe- 


things where a trusted interpreter 





Man's Here Again’ is for the double 


treasure in the southwest and the op- 


Gustav Froelich is handsome and 


} : ; “sh : ills iti by a torture cult | ingratiating as Matthias and Hansi 
juction. Stars Boris Karloff. Features . bills. Bert. position put up aul 5 ‘ as .& an: 
Warren Hull, Jean Rogers. Directed by} 2¢ the old — i af really ™ —_—____— which is the treasure guard. Knoteck is delightful as Friedelchen. 
Lloyd Corrigan. Story by William Pierce; ee tae oso gael nse Mesquiteer trio, Robert Livingston, | Hilde Krueger. a blonde looker. 
. ;, Tristam Tupper, J. C. Moffitt. | é é P , 5 a - - oe ’ pe P 
weresn mr So soe meth 32. "80: Genk lane { oandasetandinen | tries GLORY TRAIL Ray Corrigan and Max Terhune, get) plays Alexa with spirit, and Ernst 
eg Dee Re ata cause p. ; ome a an a — interested in the search for two rea-|Waldow is a slyly comic Fritz 
‘awe ay Paty er ea Aedes ame Boris Karioft some ree ance stu agains ' e - Cre scent release of EF. bB. Derr produc - sons—Livingston has been reading Schulze, and other good comedy per- 
Joan... ..... prererereereeeeree Jean Rogers | wh the ole og a pore “oo ae. Directed by Lenn Shores, Praduction | detective stories and Mary Russel,|formances are provided by Hans 
b eeeerinens Jneesel 8908 £04 ae ae = a aie te ad. of. ban topes Pprany manager, Frank Melford; associate produ- | easy on the eyes, is pressing the|Leibelt and Hans Richter. Entire 
Date oe nsecckark * tomeash Weleda eer ge age nld beli ‘Autry when | Sth, Bernard Moriarity; assistant director, | search for her father who is doing a|cast is excellent and_ direction, 
R John BArOn....ee.ssereeeeeeee cd ~er Raxter | 16 tips off this whe, nat’ sadn the Stasis aoaenen Arthas Martinetiic net, | double—being lost in the lost city./ camera work and sound are good. 
. e . | Ss : . . Nev : 4 a. * Ma ili; - . 4 ome . rf oer ee P 3 
ee eens ene Se pannenandind officer of the army post | tor, Don Barrett. At George M. Cohan, ele er gee ane —. ouy ms =~ is interspersed with R. ~ to 
WNT. guides dss abiseceesdhs cdwin M: ; N.Y. i115, ‘37, dual bill, Run-| straight and rate about eve -|or two. owl. 
FINGOUNE SH 60k ic cdeviveteds 108s Ward Bond | and father of the girl who succumbs | %. ¥-;, week Apri 1, Gast Oa. Bes als y 





to Autry’s open range vocals. 


ning time, 64 mins. 


John Morgan ........--....+--.-. Tom Keene 









fore the camera. Terhune comics 


with the help of his ventriloquial 











Fair thriller about an aged eccen- Of course, as it always happens, | Lucy Strong ................ Joau Barclay | 9 e 
tric who invents an invisible-ray | Autry proves his point at the finish, | Col. Strong .-..++--++.. Capt. BS. H. Cotyers ee ee ee focal Hearst 8 Profits 
burglar alarm. When he’s gypped| then he tapers off in a new, white | Gite Fettcrman oo. Williams Royle | point, which is not definitely ap-|- 
out of the profits he uses it to ham- | cowboy outfit for a quasi bridal scene | Riley ............. CPE, TF Walter Long moms A until the reelage is half gone (Continued from page 1) 
string the villain’s wired electric| with Dixie. To provide some love | Indian Joe .....s-eeeeee ees. .s Allen Creer Remainder of the cast spends most of pag 
mae dere One of ee a ge suspense, a rival for Dixie's nents = enn nga ay, baile " go hy a: the time looking scared and standing low and high points of the past dec 
sible gadget yarns with liberal in-| offered in the person of a favorite | julie Morgan ...22............Amn Hove ; . ¥ 
jections of cops and robbers’ stuff.| army lieutenant, pride of the girl's Fob . peat o° 8s ee Senter Joined ee speechless. , ade are as follows: 

. — oe ; “ete pate Some eerie effects provided by the 

In toto, a mildly entertaining dualer. | pappy. Kay Hughes as Dixie is a ee Fb eesdeeersesens aie Me .o-_ sound department in the skull scenes Los Angeles Examiner made a 

Boris Karloff is realistic as the in-| quiet type for such films. Autry | /"%" St a | ee does a great deal toward the | Profit of $807,540 in 1936. Highest 
rentor who succeeds in perfecting carries the picture, mostly, BUt| ais action. thriller of the gun. { buildup. Constant whistling of the | Profit was in 1929, reaching $2405. 

: or is failin - | Smile: . > 


sight entirely leaves him. Warren 
Hull is the juvenile lead, and Jean 
Rogers is okay for looks as the 
codger’s daughter. Hobart Cava- 


Max Terhune give him valuable as- 
sistance. 

Camera did its part nobly in long 
and short range shots and_ those 


powder and Injun brand. Story of 
western pioneering just after the 
Civil War. Beaucoup scraps between 
the Indians and paleface, hairbreadth 


wind through the holes in the rock 
high on the side of a ravine is a nice 
piece of work. 

This film will keep the kids on the 
front two inches 


075. Low point was in 1933, a profit 
of $488,177. 

Oakland Post-Enquirer made a 
profit of $96,402 in 1936. Highest 


: , " f the seat, d A 
naugh contributes with amusing | group riding sequences, as well as | rescues of beauty in distress, with | Jini. found good oniatainmank eg profit was in 1929—$212,036.28. Low 
| characterization of the shoplifter|the wagon train scenes, are excel- | robust manhood and the solid vir-| 1. eider action interest. Barn. | point was in 1932, a profit of $11,749. 
] who teams with the inventor to| lent. Shan. | tues winning the tremulous heroine | © : San Francisco Call-Bulletin oper- 
. ot circuit the burglar alarm sys- ee ink Ga coe oe goo ating profit last year was $88,721.93. 
) . . , 4 2 © 
: gang Chiat pg Bak cig ded ro L’UOMO CHE SORRIDE matinees. LAW AND LEAD Highest profit was in 1927, $264,573.- 


underplaying and speaking in a 
nasal monotone. Ward Bond scores 





(‘The Smiling Gentleman’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 














Building road across the wild and 
woolly west, Government runs into 











tepublic 
Stars Rex 


release of Colony 
Bell. Directed by 


production, 
Mob Hill. 





44. Low point for the decade was 
last year. 











7 A of headaches from attacks | Adapted by Easil Dicky from story by is : , — 
3 as a muscle-brain hoodlum. Nuovo Mondo release of Consorzio E.T.A, my redmen. Rebel captain and Rock Hawley; camera, Charles Henkel. At}. San oo Examiner's aperat 
q j Film has several amusing scenes. | production. Stare Vittorio De Sica. Feat 4 gh oe Bone daughter are Chaloner, N. Y., dual, April 17, °37. Run- ing pro t last year was $924,379. 
; In one. the conspiring pair break into | ures Assia Noris, Umberto, Meinatl. Enric °| ee Be ng Bsnmoined stag tine, & aniee. seca’ aes Highest profit was in 1929, $1,985,718, 
‘ ; Jewelry shop and set the stage Phoned ot Geneth nna A. De Benedetti: camera, Dished up with lots of hoke. story ee edi ale a cace : seas ‘ soe Wally Wales Low point was in 1933, $778,649. 
: t when burglar alarm guards arrive | ¢;, Gallea; musical score, C. A. Bixio. At is needlessly cluttered with detail Ree BENG ssc dvsssevsscsvics Harley Wood Seattle Post-Intelligencer, where 
all the clocks chime at once. Couple | Cineroma, N. Y.. week April 16, ‘87. Run-| 7. : cage | RGU. ccccscccsccccecovssitects Karl Dwire | the Newspaper Guild called a strike 
} of other chuckl in th i Mostly, | ning time, 67 mins. Liberal amount of action, however. Senor Gonzales.............S80lidad Jiminez pape 
S though, it’ ti os hai; pee a ff | Pio...... ceva _....Vittorio De Sica| Tom Keene’s playing is direct and | Pancho Gonzales............... Donald Reed | last year, lost $401,903.80. It has lost 
Dir tic S$ routine if-raiser Stull. St | PPrrrrrrrrrrrrrrereriiy. Assia Noris | without undue histrionics. Joan Bar- Jeft $606 b0 060 00560490400008 645 Roger Williams money every year since 1928. Profit 
t pe and photography are work- i PPP TUTUTe TIT TL Umberto — clay is insufficiently experienced for PO Mss 6a sansasaeanes Lane Chandler in 1927 was $112,460 highest ef the 
ns Hobe. | ie clit ites Garella | part of the girl, Others in the cast ; aa 
. are adequate, except Walter Long, Because of its substantial inci- Les Angeles Bventan’ Maid end 
f CHINA PASSAGE On the acting, technical and crea-| who, as the heavy, gnaws the set- | dental action detail, this film, which Express made a profit of $1,522,093 
K RKO release of Cliff Reid iuction tive sides, a fine little comedy sure | tings. a oe pera UP | is full of invisible outlawry, stands a last year, peak of 10-year profits 
, Features Vinton Haworth, "Constance | to please in Italian sectors. to sie eaninmnattenianel ove. | chance of achieving a fair amount of | Lowest point was in 1932, with 
: . bh a. Fenton, Gordon Jones, Ales Story is a at little yarn oP — interest from the mess fans who sup- | $870.661 ’ 
a ck Elliott. Directed by Edward | capricious, com aining, over-riding 2 t : § 661. 
“ LI i? saat Coven; ataptaiten, wile with a ‘Smiling Gentleman’ of a Mademoiselle Docteur port the multiples. On the comedy| Chicago Evening American profit 
. eee, Desmond Marquette; ‘camera. Nich: husband who answers her every (FRENCH MADE) end the film is deficient and offers | last year was $748,345, lowest point 
: clas Musaraca. At Palace, N. Y.. double | whim and does back-bends to please Paris April 11 only a negligible amount of humor. of the 10-year period. Highest profit 
: — April 15, '87. Running time, 65] her, Constantly carping, she doesn ty tis Wehien itecdinie aun a etniiie Rex Bell and his white steed ride | was in 1929 with $2,432,546.47. 
~ 2S rr Constanee Worth | finally achieve happiness until her | Pines production. Directed by G. W. Pabst. | for the authorities against a myste- Detroit Times last year made an 
- om, Balawin beets eedeegas Vinton Haworth| husband can stomach it no songer | Dialog, Jacques Natansen: story. Georges | rious horseman who has been im-| operating profit of $724,429. Highest 
: Toe ee Phy apaCesy sab suh oan Laue en | and pe — hahah og gh Nevesex one ee. | chy = bee personating a reformed bandit friend | profit was in 1929—$930.269. Lowest 
} Baseey “P78 Diet maebieed anche 70K =: ye } himse an rea y snaps e whip in | oa a i oe Ps, ; es é ” ; . ae of Bell's by outraging the country- . : : . “ . oe . 
; f Phillip | ihe alana Setanta Dick Elli *\ their household she becomes the) {)j,2" =e = ae ‘| side. Bell takes the assignment to re — loss in 1932 of $282,883. 
h Det ittiams bavi cobs’ Frank M. Thoms dutiful wife. , : Mademoiselle Docteur 7 — te ste nab the mysterious outlaw in order Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph last year 
“ Rartenaer oe. ee George Irving | Story fits in neatly with ideas of | pg nn As aueoeses ee eee to prove that the bandit is not the | Showed a profit of $365,580. In 1928, 
d On... 0. f, ao eamien Italian marriage, in that husbands | Viithecius -.. Charles Dulin | One h: 's believed to be. In carrying | high point of the decade, the profit 
fe tar ecg ; |dominate. Story has a breezy pace | simonis ........ Louis Jouvet} Out this apparently soft job as the! was $634,139. Loss in 1927. low point 
ic ; | ice : j yijggle-prov ‘ gZ PAE cane 6seudens Viviane Romance g rg Ss 1s > s val ibs Z . . 
e tennis is stereoyped murder mys- | and nice series of giggle-pvrovokin | Gaby... oe vines Bouse comet I gn aR pe erm beolhad Ba, the decade, was $44,822.60, but 
. oe melodrama fashioned around a | eerie De Sica. starred as the | 1%, Colonel Bourget... --. Roger Karl | dentally ’ . sis paper did not come under Hearst 
it isters yay 4 gm = an "vane | tong-patient husband, bears a strik-| [/¢ Commandant Jerquart...-Georges Colin | When the white horse of the hero|°Wership until latter part of the 
Y ong will have to take the back seat | ing resemblance to ro Even aging 1 SRE SOOT so sigesseaan Oy SOO . = -y ag ee a year. . a ek 
if Nor win bills, letting something | Bourbon. Hes a good trouper, as 1s | : ade all else into insignificance. 
stronger Assia Noris, blonde beaut, who plays | (In French) acting is of the usual standard of 
“ other Moukenhe Gaes Gee the the wife. Umberto Melnati. in Another rehash of this spy thriller | such pictures, no better and no Pedro’s RKO Repeater 
a tiver’s compartment . Where at-|chiefly to furnish comedy, suffers| with a little different angle for aj| worse. Guitar music interludes the Hollywood, April 20. 
tempted as a single, such as in the | from the fault of most Latin temper-| great deal more international ap-j| barroom sequences for a_ slightly Pedro Regas, who completed as- 
n yo Or west where there are no ete ce ta eer that he 1 pdr at ror gaa most French pictures can peconare oy emnen oll po pe? arian ‘te signment in “Tomorrow's Headlines,” 
o- S. it repres . 2 too floridly. 1ers In small! cast are | Clz m -noug sepla) - : a age” . : “ 
: inton go i yy. capable in their assignments. Taken strictly from the point of | satisfy the action eaters. and the ee eee ae picture. 
Orth ar Sn ‘pecs Especially good is the camera; view of an espionage pix, this one | camera work is good enough. e has been set in “Mexican Quar- 
; eo ee ef) CT | is lacking in shortcomings and s! ter,’ to be directed by Lew Landers 
is st which moves through an Ed-! work. Bert. is not lacking in shortcomings an wan. , 5 ; 6 
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with 


ERROL FLYNN 


CLAUDE RAINS 
HENRY STEPHENSON 
BARTON MACLANE 


and the 


MAUCH TWINS 


BILLY & BOBBY 


Eric Portman and Thousands of Others« Directed : 
by WILLIAM KEIGHLEY - Music by Erich Ra 
Wolfgang Korngold « A First National Picture Mo 
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A warming and richly human . . . Twain's story of the 
icture is “THE PRINCE AND THE impoverished lad who, through 
-AUPER’, the Mark Twain classic a case of mistaken identity, 
that has been brought to the was about to be-crowned 
screen by Warner Bros. .... he Edward Vi, has beon a 


4 
| : 
wie ” 7 





handled with wisdom and ...did I get the feeling that 


i. by all concerned in the the pace was too heavy or the 
making of. the film. "THE PRINCE action too slow. The MauchTwins, 
THE PAUPER’ runs for two Billy and Bobby , are ideal in 


full hours, and never once... the picture's title > roles, wr 





dias 1 
ae ; 





tee while Errol Flynn, Claude .. .good as Lawton's was-and in 
Rains Barton MacLane and some spots itis better. Allin 
Montagu Love all score heavily! all, ‘THE PRINCE AND THE PAUPER’ 
Old-timer Love's portrayal of is sincerely recommended to 


(King Henry VIII is just as... all audiences, everywhere! 
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DOMES IC WHEN 
s TIM EVIEWED 
NT DIRECTOR OR E R 
ee TITLE PRODUCES ——— ee re. FOREIG! MINS. BY VARIETY 
OF one 
weaetessatt sO OT Oe ani , “Ces : tt-P. Stratford L. Barsha Domestic 
aaianian Trapped H. L. Decker Col ee c. Solty. Keith C. C. Coleman Domestic . aaa 
3/5/37 R. Cohn Col Me : ‘ euise R. Walsh Foreign 4/: 
/ Parole —, ; GB GB Comedy o a x — C” Wilbur ta 56 3/24 
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THE BOX-OFFICE 
METEOR HAS 
STARTED ACROSS 
THE SKIES...! 

































David O. Selznick brings to the screen in “A Star is 
Born’ a picture which takes place with the really 
great pictures and which can hardly miss the gold- 
mine class, having a superb cast of draw names 
and a story which holds the audience from begin- 
ning to end. In black and white “A Star Is Born” 
would easily achieve its mark, but with the added 
impetus of technicolor, Selznick offers a production 
which can be counted on to do.capacity in any 
locality and with any type of patronage...”A Star 
Is Born” appears to be a natural for the heavier 


x 


- 


€ 


grosses...should spell dividends for any theatre! 
— Daily Variety 


“A Star Is Born,” with a responsive world-audience 
ready made, is due for a record smashing career 
everywhere...David O. Selznick has smashed through 
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again with a triumphant entertainment. Not for a 
long time has there been a picture as susceptible 
to legitimate exploitation and few if any that better 
deserved it or could make a better return in dollars 
... A Star Is Born” is a magnificent, entertaining 
money picture! — Hollywood Reporter 


Today.... WORLD PREMIERE LOEW’S STATE and 
GRAUMAN’S CHINESE LOS ANGELES. 


Tomozrow . RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL... NEW YORK 


Next two - DAY AND DATE OPENINGS IN 150 OF 
weeks....THE NATION’S GREATEST THEATRES 


_ JANET GAYNO 
eREDRIC MAR CH 


Produced by DAVID 0. SELZNICK 
Released thru UNITED ARTISTS 
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From their first free-for- 
all fight in the parlor to 
their last argument in a 
tree-top love nest, it's 
the dizziest, de-nuttiest 
comedy that ever blew 
out of Hollywood to ™ 
make the whole world 
limp from laughing! 


Witiane 


HOP OPKINS -M CRI PAC 


Charles Winninger 


Erik Rhode hg “ 
ELLA LOGAN « LEONA MARICLE . 
BRODERICK CRAWFORD 


Coast-to-Coast previews in every important key 
city from Tuesday, April 27th on! Contact your 
local United Artists’ Exchange and get your 
tickets for this comedy hit that all critics are 
pre-raving about! 
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ENGLISH EXHIBS, 
DISTRIBS IN 
ACCORD 


London, April 11. 

Confabs between exhibitors and 
distributors have taken a new turn. 
Although first of series of joint con- 
versations indicated wide divergence 
on major trade problems, both sides 
now see necessity for compromise so 
as to stall Government interference. 

Situation calls for bigger conces- 
sions from distribs than from exhibs, 
latter declaring in the final reckon- 
ing they would prefer Government 
control to distributor: domination. 
Provisional agreement, accordingly, 
includes a standard renting contract, 
control of overseating, and other 
trading conditions, which Kinema 
Renters’ Society formerly refused to 
concede to Cinema Exhibs’ Assn. 

Disposal ef these queries clears the 





decks for new talks on quota, which | 


it is anticipated may produce con- 
structive plans, both parties having 


a mutual dislike of the quota. At | 
this stage, producers are being 


definitely invited to sit in, this being | 


a phase of trade politics which con- 
cerns them directly. 

Fear is that insistence of pro- 
ducers on increasing quota may stall 
chances of three-way agreement on 
basic trade practice. 





Corcnation Rules 
Worry Newsreels; 





London, April 11. 

Restricted interior lighting provi- 
sion at Westminster Abbey for the 
Coronation is giving newsreel chiefs 
headaches. Following refusal of the 
authorities to permit extra illumi- 
nation, cameramen have taken long 
tests under actual conditions, with 
results not too happy. 

Using all devices known to camera 
art, including fastest possible stock, 
it is feared the reels may obtain lit- 


tle more than a series of clear 
shadows without detail. 
Color plans for the crowning 


c2remony are expected definitely to 
be scrapped, tests taken both by 
Technicolor and Dufaycolor, now 
positively in the field, revealing most 
unsatisfactory results. 

_ Exterior shots of the royal proces- 
sion and street scenes are, naturally, 
in the bag. 


ROSY AUSSIE 


Pic, Vaude, Legit Biz Okay Despite 
Good Weather 











Sydney, April 1. 

Despite a dry Easter, all theatres 
did very solid trade without break- 
ing records. Night biz soared, but 
mats were just a little off because of 
the fine weather. Still, the coins 
clinked merrily into the b. o.’s and 
the managerial lads were satisfied. 
; Lineup for the holidays included, 
‘Charge of Light Brigade’ (WB), 
‘Plainsiman’ (Par), ‘Lloyds’ (20th), 
Winterset’ (RKO), ‘My Man God- 
frey’ (U), ‘Show Boat’ (U) (11th 
month), ‘Magnificent Brute’ (U), ‘It 
Isn't Done’( Cinesound), ‘His Lord- 
ship’ (G-B), ‘Born to Dance’ (MG) 
and ‘Sinner Take All’ (MG). 

Newsreel theatre pulled remark- 
ably well, and Williamson-Tait got 
Plenty with ‘The Merry Widow.’ 
Vaude-revue went to a nice high for 
Frank Neil on two-a-day, and 
Wirth’s Circus also drew well. 





Melbourne, April 1. 

Easter oke here, with ‘The Plains- 
man’ (Par), ‘It Isn't Done’ (C). 
Swing Time’ (RKO), ‘Born to Dance’ 
(MG ), ‘Rembrandt’ (UA), ‘His Lord- 
Ship’ (G-B), ‘Mary of Scotland’ 
(RKO) all drawing. Legit has G. & 
’ revivals and ‘White Horse Inn.’ 
Vaude-reyvue holding up well. 





Tests Prove NSG 


Lily Damita Must Pay 
$9,000 for ’25 Accident 


Paris, April 20. 

Lily Damita has been ordered to 
pay $5,000 damages, in award and 
accrued interest since 1925, to street- 
car worker Jean Orain, whom she 
injured in an automobile accident. 
The llth correction court gave deci- 
sion. 

At the time of the accident, Miss 
Damita was known locally as Lilyane 
Caree. Mishap occured when she was 
driving a friend’s car. 


Italy Now Asks 
Upped Dubbing 











Rome, April 9. 
Dubbing tax on foreign pix in 


Italy still subject of discussion be- | 


of 
film 


{tween representatives 
producers and Italian 
| ties here. 

Instead of the existing fixed dub- 
bing tax of 30,000 lire ($1,575), the 
| Italians want to levy a tax of 40,000 
‘lire on average pictures, and jump 
| the tax up 30,000 more for pictures 
|that net a higher revenue, and still 
| 30,000 more for films in the highest 
earning category. 

American producers’ 
tives have advanced this counter- 
proposal: Leave dubbing tax on 
average pic as it is now, then raise 
tax 10,000 lire at a time, instead of 
30,000, for pix in higher earning 
categories. 

If Italian proposals go through, 
they will seriously modify the spirit, 
though not the letter, of the agree- 
ment Will Hays reached with the 
local authorities providing for prac- 
tically unlimited importation of 
American films into Italy. 


HELEN MORGAN CLICKS 
"AT VIC PALACE, NITERY 


London, April 20. 


Helen Morgan, back in London 
after a 10-year absence, pleased the 
audience with her first show at the 
Victoria Palace, despite obvious ner- 
vousness. On second performance 
she sang four songs and was forced 
into an encore, finally having to pull 
a curtain speech before being per- 
mitted to exit. 

Doubling into Ciro’s, Miss Morgan 
held the jammed audience spell- 
bound from start. Also on the bill 
at the Vic with Miss Morgan is Gene 
Sheldon, another click. 


foreign 
authori- 


representa- 

















Fenyes, Hung. Composer, 
Denied Entry to Reich 


Budapest, April 9. 





Hungarian composer Szaboles 
Fenyes, under contract to write 
music for a new Martha Eggerth- 


Jan Kiepura picture, has been nixed 
by Berlin’s Kontingentenstelle, which 
grants labor permits to foreigners in 
the picture industry. 

Although Fenyes is Aryan and 
there is no objection to him on that 
score, Kontingenienstelle argues that 
there are too many foreigners in this 
picture already. Jan Kiepura, Mar- 
tha Eggerth; the scenario writers, 
and Karl Anton, the director, are all 

non-German. So it nixed Fenyes, 
declaring that Germany had com- 
| s9sers enough to choose from. 


New Kind of Strikers; 
| Ask Stice of Profits 


Mexico City, April 20. 
Employees’ demand for 20% slice 
of annual profits, free first aid kits 











Tax on US. Pix 


20-YR. AUSSIE TIEUP 
READY FOR SIGNING, BUT DOYLE OBJECTS 
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Test Dufaycolor 
In London Studios 


London, April 11, 

New entry in the color motion 
picture field, with system that looks 
a winner, is Dufaycolor, which has 
just announced a perfected scheme 
for shooting and processing tinters 
on normal equipment. System is not 
new, but hitherto has had great dif- 
ficulty in taking positive copies from 
its one master negative. 

Although developed in the U.K.., 
process has already undergone ex- 
tensive experimental work in Holly- 
wood at the 20th-Fox plant, which 
has passed it as screenworthy. Tests 
made by the 20th and seen here 
were, incidentally, printed in the ex- 
| isting Movietone City laboratories. 
| Dufaycolor reel of the Coronation 
is expected to be taken for U: S. by 
Hearst Metrotone, following earlier 
news of plan to fly first copies by 
fast ’plane in competition with other 
newsreel stunts of the same 
|} previously announced. 


African Films, Ltd. 
Pays Two Dividends 
In Johannesburg 





| 


Johannesburg, March 25. 

Two dividend melons were cut at 
the annual meeting of stockholders 
of African Films, Ltd., held here. 
Largest divvy distributed was the 
17142% payment voted stockholders 
of African Theatres, Ltd. This 
payable April 30 to stockholders on 
record March 31, and rated the 
final dividend. This makes 27!2% 
that has been distributed for the 
fiscal year. 

Other dividend, of 10%. goes to 
African Films, Ltd., shareholders, be- 
ing payable April 24. After review- 
ing operations for past year, ending 
last Dec. 31, I. W. Schlesinger, chair- 
man, moved the adoption of the di- 
rector report, balance sheet and ac- 


is 


1S 


counts, which was done. Complete 
report on finances went only to 
stockholders. 


Retiring directors re-elected were 
S. A. Schlesinger, D. M. Burton and 
D. H. Barnett. 


Garbo’s Magyar Click 


Budapest, April 19. 
Greta Garbo’s ‘Camille’ is cer- 
tainly the outstanding hit of the 
season. 
Picture, in its third week at Metro 
theatre, attracting capacity audiences. 











And Music Halls: 


Paris, April 20. 

Strike of the Federation des Spec- 
tach caused dar ‘rg of 500 cin- 
emas and music halls here Sunday 
(18). Dispute arose over a com- 
plicated decision handed down by a 
super-arbitration board headed by 
Jean Mistler, whom wor -ers, syndi- 


law rega:ding the ~-h« 
aries, leaves, collective 
etc. 

Shutdown started Saturday night 
(17) at Gaumont Palace following a 
dispute over machinists’ salaries, 
which union demanded be settled 
by Sunday. Due to lateness, strike 





|order was not complete that night. 


Majority of houses were only closed 


type | 


cates and owners okayed to interpret | 
r week, sal- | 
contracts, | 

| tling a 


Hollywood, April 20. 
Charles Munro has arrived 
Hollywood from Australia to look 
the 20th-Fox pictures. 
Later this week he goes to New 
York for confabs with Sidney R 


at new 


Kent, now abroad, 

Munro heads Hoyt’s syndicate of 
theatres in Australia an@ New 
Zealand. On the return trip to the 
Antipodes he will be accompanied 
by Kent and S. S. Crick, Aussie, 
manager for 20th-Fox. Kent is to 


Pass seven days in Australia, 





Sydney, March 31. 


|learns that certain members of 
| financial standing in Greater Union 
Theatres are strongly in favor of a 


more. It is also known that certain 
agreements have already been drawn 
up and await the signatures of the 
principals concer y i. 

Unofficially learned that Norman 
Rydge, chairman of Greater Union 
Theatres, favors the long-termer, 
with Stuart F, Doyle, managing di- 
rector, against such a long tieup. 
Doyle is believed most anxious to 
run solo and is putting up a battle 
to win his point. 

Today (31), Charles Munro of GT 
leaves for America for important 
huddles with the Fox bosses on the 





| situation. Munro will be away about | 





METRO SETS 2 


Hollywood, April 20. 

Metro has set two pictures for 
British production starting around 
Aug. 1. ‘Rage in Heaven’ and ‘Sol- 
diers Three’ are the titles with Leon 
Gordon working on the script of the 
former at the studio and Lieut. 
Comm. Frank Wead collabing on the 
adaptation of ‘Three’ with Michael 
Balcon, who is due to go back to Eng- 
land shortly. 

Luise Rainer will play the femme 
lead in ‘Heaven.’ Studio is still de- 
bating whether to send Clark Gable 
or Robert Taylor to top the cast of 
‘Thvce,’ but Gable is most likely to 
get the job. 














Strike Closes 500 Paris Pic Houses 


Arbitration Dispute 


two groups. Settlement is expected 
today in fight which affects ushers. 
technicians, mechanics and salaried 
sub managers. 


Korda Disclaims 











London, April 11 
Alexander Korda is currently bat- 
lawsuit against charges of 
infringement of copyright in respect 
of the London Films production of 


“stherine the Great,’ made in 1933. 
ntifis are Mme. Denise Poznan- 

ski, administrator of the estate of | 
jher late husband, known as Alfred 


| Savoir, and Frank and Virginia Ver- 


OF G.U.T.-¢T 





On the highest authority, Varuiery | 


further link with Hoyts in General | 
Theatres for a term of 20 years or | 





BRITISH FILMS 





Infringement Charge 


General Union Theatre’s G.M. at Odds with Rydge 
on GT Proposition — Would Rather Continue 
Solo, Though Deal Would Give Control 


three months. In September next, 
Sidney R. Kent and Walter Hutchin- 
son will come to Australia for a fur- 
ther probe, 

However, it is definitely learned 
that a big deal is in the air and just 
awaits an okay. Should the long- 
termer come into operation it will 
be a tremendous blow to many, ow- 
ing to the statements going out from 
time to time that a break was due 
to take place before December 31, 
1937. Announcements in American 
tradepapers dated February 24 last 
that a break would take place, and 
also giving the respective holdings 
of G.U.T. and Hoyts appear to have 


created some bother in the two 
camps. 

Rumors 
On the day the papers reached 


Sydney, Norman Rydge went into a 
huddle with Charles Munro that 
lasted practically all day. On the 
Thursday before Easter rumors be- 
gan to fly around. They are: 

(1) Contract was already signed be- 
tween G.U.T. and Hoyts for a 
term of 20 years as General 
Theatres, 

Norman Rydge would replace 
Stuart Doyle as the big boss in 
G.U.T. and would be associated 
with Charles Munro in the op- 
eration of General Theatres. 
Doyle was quitting the pic biz 
to go into the radio fleld solely. 


bn 


(3) Hoyts was absorbing GUT, and 
would also take over British 
Empire Films and Cinesound as 
well. 

(4) With the absorption of GUT 


Hoyts-Fox would practically con- 
trol the whole pic field, and that 
Charles Munro would be in 
complete control. 

To Variety, Hoyts’ officials admit- 
ted that such a contract was ready 
for signing, but up to date actual 
consummation had not been reached. 
Admitted that there was a possibility 
of British Empire Film and Cine- 
sound going into the tieup, but could 
not state whether Norman Rydge 
would replace Stuart Doyle. 

Officials said that in the event of 
a mis-fire on the long-termer, Hoyts 
could tie up with important indie 
chains operating here. Officials also 
said that the bankers’ influence had 
nothing whatever to do with the 
proposed long-termer. 

Doyle No-Like 

Doyle stated that a certain portion 
of the G.U.T, board fayored a fur- 
ther link with Hoyts as General 
Theatres, but he emphatically denied 
he was quitting G.U.T., or that Brit- 
ish Empire Films and Cinesound 
would be included in any proposed 
tieup. Said that if a contract was 
arranged, he would have to agree 
personally to act as co-director with 
Charles Munro. Doyle explained 
that as Charles Munro was leaving 
for America nothing further could 
be done in the matter until his re- 
turn. Doyle said that many un- 
founded rumors had gotten around 
covering G.U.T. and Hoyts, and that, 
with the exception of the proposed 


long-termer, ail the rest were ut- 
terly untrue. 
Reported that Doyle and Rydge 


cannot quite agree on the General 
Theatres’ thing. Doyle, so it's said, 
wants solo operation with his own 
organization and had planned for 
such for a long while. Rydge, ac- 
cording to inside, desires to play safe 
by hooking up with the opposition— 


Hoyts. 

Rydge came into G.U.T. during 
Doyle’s absence in London on a 
British capital hunt. Over here, 


Rydge is regarded as a financial 
wizard with a finger in many pies. 


Rebuilding Stahl’s Mex 
Studio Damaged by Fire 


Mexico City, April 20 
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Enthusiastically recommended ... Packed with suspense and 
excitement... Mr. Basil Rathbone functions matchlessly... Based 
on an admirably theatric stageplay, the film provides Rathbone 
with an excruciatingly effective role, noble Miss Harding with 
one of the best in her long career .. . Miss Harding never has 
been more human and sympathetic. — BiAND JOHANESON, N. Y. MIRROR 


The suspense of the story is so well built up that the patrons of 
the Rivoli Theatre were sitting on the edges of their seats by the 
time the picture reached its climax. — KATE CAMERON,N. Y. DAILY NEWS 


Better in almost every respect than the late Frank Vosper's stage 
melodrama from which it was adapted...Suspense is admirably 


sustained .. . The finish is novel and breath-taking. 
— HOWARD BARNES, N.Y. HERALD TRIBUNE 


An unusually effective characterization . :3'It'wouldn't be fair to 
disclose the ending which hos been contrived with an enormous 
amount of suspense. — ROSE PELSWICK, N.Y. EVENING JOURNAL 


“An excellent specimen...A thriller almost shockingly tense... 
For the chills and fever of melodramatic suspense “LOVE 
FROM A STRANGER“ is a humdinger of a socker... Produced 
with taste as well as a stera eye to excitement... in that, last 
terrifying ten minutes the film gets in as much sheer melodrama 
as any normal person can stand . .. Certainly a tense, exciting, 
spine-chilling thriller. — EILEEN CREELMAN, N. Y. SUN 
“LOVE FROM A STRANGER” has hanged from good to better 
during its translation from. stage to screen...Increased terror and 
suspense...Sufficiently bizarre to provide the horror hounds with 
red meat...“LOVE FROM A STRANGER” is a handsome hair- 
raiser, remarkably well directed. — ROBERT GARLAND, N. Y. AMERICAN 


Provides exciting and dramatic moments— moments that will 
send the chills skyrocketing up and down your spine .. . Your 


patience will be rewarded by this thriller's climax. 
— WILLIAM BOEHNEL, N. Y. WORLO-TELEGRAM 


It is a.tense and moving melodrama ... A chilling film, more 


* gesourceful than the play in building up its climax. 


— FRANK S. NUGENT, N. Y. TIMES 


Has pace and quality...See “LOVE FROM A STRANGER” before 
you do something you may regret. — ARCHER WINSTEN, N. Y. POST 
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| EXPLOITATION 


:-: By Epes W. Sargent | 





Catches the Eye 


Plenty of attention was recently 
had for a display in one lobby which 
showed a small flag fluttering in the 
breeze. It was part of a one-sheet, 
put the flag had been painted out on 
the poster, and a real flag of proper 
size substituted. This was cemented 
to a brass tube with a slot in the 
side slightly longer than the flag 
itself. This tube was painted to sug- 
gest the staff, and the lower end was 
connected, through a reducer, to the 
exhaust end of a vacuum cleaner 
with the bag removed. It’s an old 
stage trick, originally used in ‘The 
Girl He Left Behind Him,’ but it is 
old enough to be new agai. With a 
larger pipe it can be used on the 
stage, but it’s fine for the lobby. 

Another knocker-outer was a snow 
landscape behind glass with the sales 
line ‘It’s an avalanche of fun.’ Here 
the effect was that of an avalanche 
of Christmas tree snow, which is 
generally pounded mica, _ though 
finely pounded glass or white sand 
can be made to do at a pinch. The 
landscape was built ‘out from the 
backing so as to form a channel for 
the avalanche, which ran down the 
center of the scene, 

Above the frame, and out of sight. 
was a trough, lightly hung, which 
was fed by a series of buckets, from 
an old sand-lifting toy, geared to a 
light motor. It was arranged to 
trip when the weight of the snow 
became greater than the resistance 
of the spring, the trough snapping 
back into place for another load. 
The snow was picked up from a 
lower box at the bottom of: the 
frame, with the result that the mate- 
rial could be used over and over. 
The speed of the motor determines 
the spacing of the avalanche. It 
should be fairly quick, since most 
people will stand around waiting for 
at least one repeat. Worth the 
trouble and can be used for a store 
window later. 





Contesting ‘Romeo’ 


For the neighborhood runs of 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ Irwin Zeltner, of 
Loew theatres, is using heavy space 
on a national campaign with a top 
prize of $500. Ads are spotted in 
daily papers where there are Loew 
theatres and cover about 30 cities. 
Also used in the house organ and on 
trailers. 

In addition to the top $500 there 
are two of $300 and $200 for the best 
answers to four questions. These 
are: ‘How many times does Romeo 
kiss Juliet?’ (hand kissing not 
counted), ‘How many times does he 
tell her he loves her?’, ‘What are his 
last words as he leaves the nuptial 
chamber?’ and, to make judging eas- 
ier, the fgurth question requires the 
entrant tor-suggest a book or story 
for Miss Shearer’s next picture. Pay- 
off probably will be decided by this 
angle. 

Each city will select winners, re- 
Porting to the N. Y. office which will 
make the final decision. Oscar A. 
Doob, advertising director for the 
theatres. is all set to handle an ex- 
pected 250,000 replies. 





Air for Reissue 


Figuring that Jack Benny's air 
popularity was greater now than 
when : ‘Transatlantic Merry -Go- 
Round’ was first run, J. L. Schan- 
berger, of Keith’s, Baltimore, 
brought the picture back on reissue 
and got a nice build-up. Best bet 
Was a tie-up with WCBM in a con- 
test in which the listeners were 
asked to tell whether they liked 
Benny better on the air or the 
screen, and why. That was good for 
35 spot anouncements. Another sta- 
tion urged listeners to tell what part 
of the current Jello program they 
liked best. Brought the usual re- 
Sponse from those who feel the urge 
to spread their views. Simple stuff, 
ut it put a new kick in an old Re- 
liance release. 


Good for Four Cols. 


Down in Dallas the Majestic 
hooked Leo Carrillo’s cookery in 
een ne, Is Made at Night’ to local 
ro n cooks, and worked out a feature 

at commanded more attention than 


’ the usual picture publicity. Got a 


four-column art layout to help along. 

, paper, the Dispatch, tied up 

Ms air cooking school with daily 

mention for a week. 

ane band was used for a side- 
alk concert the opening night, with 


an act from the exposition to give 
added novelty. P & 





Sears’ New Game 


heatadwell Sears, of Warner Bros.. 
1g evolved a brand new game based 
~ # -— Suess-the-name cartoons 
Newey te Just now epidemic in the 
truth seers. It isn’t much of a game, 
to tell, but it’s a whale of an 
€xploitation stunt. 
waensists of a set of 12 cards, each 
th ..4 Cartoon illustrating one of 
€ titles of a WB immediate release. 
s €a is to guess them all. A key 
upplies the solutions. 
Petitive. 
and figure 


the answers. 
Neatly - 


erall. boxed and gotten up gen- 

Bame? (Suggest an actual ‘store 

fo ie. Wise exhibs will hold them 
. lobby and newspaper work when 
© pix are delivered 


; Not com- |} 
You just look at the cards | 


Quick Change 


Alert managers are preparing for 
the spring rush and will be ready to 
go into lighter lobbies the first indi- 
cation that the season has changed. 
It is to be assumed that through the 
winter a heavier, more colorful 
lobby has been in use, with the 
warmer color tones predominating. 
With a change to warmer weather 
the lobby should be swung to the 
other extreme, with light blues and 
pinks replacing the more _ solid 
masses of color, but remembering 
that pink can look pretty tawdry 
unless just the right shades are used. 
A combination of the two colors is 
highly effective if the decorator has 
a proper eye for colors, but here, 
again, good taste is a primal require- 
ment. 

The big idea is to make a change 
in pace that will arrest attention and 
get in step with the mental attitude 
of the patron. Emphasis is given the 
season, and the lobby blossoms out 
like the apple trees. But, unlike 
the fruit trees, the lobby can be 
changed back if a frost belatedly 
makes its appearance. Nothing is 
more unattractive than a coo] lobby 
on a chilly day following the first 
warm spell. The best plan for 
meeting the change is to use light 
drapes over the heavier hangings 
and to be ready to remove these if 
the potential customer wears his 
heavier overcoat to business. When 
the weather settles down, the heavy 
frames can be retired until fall, but 
for the first few weeks of spring it 
is advisable that the lobby should be 
ready to blow hot or cold in keeping 
with the thermometer, but to be 
ready with the cool display the first 
warm day. 

Too soo for the ‘20 degrees lower’ 


banners. Beiter copy is ‘Too hot! 
Too cold! It's always JUST RIGHT 
inside.’ 





Lets Patron Judge 


Using the Harvard Crimson, stu- 
dent sheet, for its medium, the Uni- 
versity theatre, Cambridge, Mass., 
takes space to reprint the opinion of 
the Crimson’s critic side by side with 
the laudatory notice given ‘Green 
Light’ by Welford Beaton. 

The ad., taking a generous space, 
is headed ‘Hollywood Previewer vs. 
Crimson Movie-Goer,’ adding ‘Critics 
disagree on the merits of the screen 
version of Lloyd C. Douglas’ best 
seller.’ 
‘Settle the controversy yourself by 
seeing’ the picture at the University. 
It neatly plugs what might have 
been a handicap and by arousing 
comment probably got the business. 

Even at this late day the theatre 
manages to wangle a dog story on 
the sound monitor, telling the pains 
used to obtain perfect sound. For a 
recent novelty the theatre showed 
the Bernhardt ‘Queen Elizabeth’ pic- 
ture for contrast with Astaire’s ‘The 
Gay Divorcee,’ something that prob- 
ably appealed strongly to the stu- 
dents, to whom the house makes its 
chief appeal. 





Burglar Chasers 


Central theatre. N. Y.. probably 
with the help of Universal, has tied 
in the Holmes Protective Co. to a dis- 
play of the latest in burglar detec- 
tion devices for ‘Night Key.’ 

Shows protective stunts used 
since 1858 and a really eye-catching 
exhibit. 


Theatre Changes 


Lincoln. 
operating 














Harry C. Carter now 
the Sun, Paxton, Neb. 

Hymie Novitsky, 20th-Fox sales- 
man, Omaha, as Republic-Midwest’s 
exchange manager. 

Gibbon, Gibbon, Neb., sold to J. O. 
Garnes by H. L. Bueck. Oak, Wood 
River, Neb., sold by Lillian Lyhane 
to M. D. Lyhane. Pender, Pender, 
Neb., peddled by A. E. Thacker to 
his brother, Paul. 

Consolidated Theatres, Inc.. Grif- 
fith affiliate, has taken John Thomas 
theatre properties in Kingfisher, 
Oklahoma. 





Rochester. N. Y. 

Loew’s has renewed lease of the 
Rochester for five years after battle 
over rental and threat to move into 
Masonic Auditorium, now used for 
legit road shows. New RCA sound 
equipment now going into the Roch- 
ester. 





Detroit 
Ground broken for new nabe, to 
be tagged Beverly. on northwest 
side. Building, to cost around $250,- 
000. will be leased to B. L. Kilbride, 
operator of local chain, and is ex- 
pected to run on dual policy. 





Reading. Pa. 
Orphans’ Court okays John B. 
Knorr estate to extend the lIecase of 
the State site for 13 years to the 
Berks Co. Amus. Co., affiliate of 
Wilmer & Vincent. 





Philadelphia. 
Spot at 13th and Vine selected 
Eddie Gotden and Herschel Stuart 





for new Monogram Exchange here, 


The notices follow and then 


| 


Filters with Color Pic 


Hollywood, April 20. 

Grand National will furnish color 
filters to theatres playing its ‘grand 
Canyon,’ pastel feature to be pro- 
duced by Richard Rowland. 

Upon arrival of color cameras 
from New York shortly, group of 
technicians under supervision of Al- 
bert N. Chappereau will scout Grand 
Canyon for locations, with produc- 
tion planned to start late in May. 


NIX ON DRASTIC 
ANTI - AMUS. 
MINN. LAWS 


Minneapolis, April 20. 

Last minute indications are that 
the state legislature will adjourn 
midnight Wednesday (21) without 
passing any legislation affecting the 
motion picture industry in this state, 
and the only hope for action on 
pending bills is a special session 
which the governor threatens to call 
in connection with tax measures. 
After having been approved in com- 
mittee in both the lower and upper 
houses, the divorcement bill and the 
anti-zoning measure will remain on 
general orders and never reach a}! 
vote in either the House or Senate, 
according to those in the know. 

While contending that the pro- 
posed law is unconstitutional and 
announcing that the North Dakota 
statute will be fought in the courts, 
the Minnesota Amuse. Co, waged a 
bitter fight against the divorcement 
bill, which prohibits the ownership 
or operation of theatres by producers 
or distributors, and which would 
have compelled it to dispose of- 87 
houses in Minnesota. W. A. Steffes, 
representing national Allied States, 
was in charge of the campaign to 
put the bill over both in North Da- 
kota and Minnesota. 

The anti-zoning bill requiring film 
exchanges to release pictures simul- 
taneously to all theatres charging the 
same admission and to post rentals 
applicable to all show houses in the 
same admission price classification 
was opposed by the vast majority of 
independent exhibitors as well as 
the distributors themselves. 

Bills prohibiting all theatre gift 
nights and requiring one day rest in 
seven for all employes at current 
wage scales also appear to have died, 
along with a daylight saving measure 
opposed by exhibitors. An effort to 
place an additional state tax on thea- 
tres was defeated. 


SALES STAFF TO HELP 
PICK LEADS FOR GN PIC 


Hollywood, April 20. 


Victor Schertzinger is having 
transcriptions made of song tests of 
personalities being considered for 
‘Something to Sing About,’ which he 
produces for Grand National. Discs 
are being shipped to the various 
Grand National exchanges for reac- 
tion by the selling force. 

Production on ‘Sing About’ is 
skeded for mid-May, from Schert- 
zinger’s original idea, developed by 
Austin Strong. 




















Pa. Losing Sunday Blues 





Easton, Pa., April 20. 

Pennsylvania’s ancient blue laws 
are taking one licking after another. 
Sunday baseball and films are now 
permissible in practically all the big 
cities in the State and horse-racing 
may be approved soon. 

During the past week Gov. Earle 
signed a bill permitting Sunday fish- 
ing, for the first time in the history 
of the State. Churchmen are howl- 
ing but it appears that it will do 
them no good. 


NSS’ New L. A. Plant 











Hollywood, April 20. 

National Screen Service is setting 
plans for erection of a new office 
and distribution plant here. 

Herman Robbins of NTS is here to 
close the deal which is estimated to | 
involve 
$100,000, 





expenditure of viene 


Boonville, Mo., Lyric, Facing Oblivion 
Aiming to Be a No. 2 Central City 
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‘ECSTASY’ OK’D IN DENVER 


Sex Pic’s Stills in Lobby Fetch $50 
Fine 





Denver, April 20. 

‘Ecstasy’ was okayed by Police 
Judge Gilliam following a trial in 
police court. Judge Gilliam said he 
and his wife had seen the film and 
could see nothing obscene in _ it. 
Robert Maple of the Tivoli theatre, 
and W. G. Smith, here in interests 
of the film, were in police court on 
charges filed by a city detective. The 
case was dismissed. 

Ed Sonney and Paul Hoppen were 
arrested and fined $50 in police court 
because of so-called obscene stills 
used in.a lobby display at the Palace 
theatre in connection with the show- 
ing of ‘The Love Mart.’ The film 
was shown on a men or women only 
basis, each sex admitted on different 
days. 





See Free Speech 
Curtailment in 
Kans. ‘Time Cuts 


Washington, April 20. 

Suggestion that deletion of com- 
ments on the VU, S. supreme court 
from the current ‘March of Time’ 
reel by Kansas censors should be 
made occasion for a sweeping test 
case came Saturday (17) from Sena- 
tor Burton K. Wheeler, whose re- 
marks on the President’s court re- 
form plan were scissored by state 
reviewers. 

Irate at suppression of his views, 
the Montana solon denounced the 
Kansas action as deliberate attempt 
to throttle criticism of the Roosevelt 
administration and flagrant violation 
of freedom-of-speech guaranty of 
the Constitution. Said the incident 
is of national importance, rather 
than an isolated local development. 

‘If they can get away with this, 
they can stop free speech anywhere,’ 
Wheeler averred. ‘They are trying 
to kill off any criticism of Admin- 
istration measures. This is in keep- 
ing with the trend of the times. It 
is the Hitler philosophy. This thing 
should not be dropped but should 
be made a test case to see how far 
such local officials can go.’ 

The scissoring drew no other local 
comments, with Government officials 
playing hands-off and taking the 
view that the deletion is simply a 
state matter. Other members of 
Congress privately were outraged, 
voicing suspicion the cutting might 
have been inspired by political 
quarters here in Washington, al- 
though no law-maker was willing to 
fire an accusation publicly. 








Another Postponement 
In Bill Fox Bankruptcy 


Atlantic City, April 20. 
Referee Robert E. Steedle today 
announced another postponement in 





the quizzing of witnesses in the 
$9,535,000 bankruptcy of William 
Fox, former film magnate. Hearings 


were scheduled to be continued to- 
day but Steele said, ‘We have no one 
to go on with.’ 

The contempt citation against 
Herbert Leitsteen, Fox bookkeeper, 
has not yet been passed upon by 
Federal Judge John Boyd Avis, and 
while Judge Avis has upheld the 
contempt finding against Mrs. Eva 
Fox, wife of the bankrupt, it has not 
been announced whether she will 
appeal or submit to questioning, and 
finally the U. S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals has not yet decided an ap- 
peal from the order to turn over the 
All-Continent Corp’n books. 

The tentative date for resumption 
of questioning has been set as May 4. 





DETROIT’S CENSOR QUITS 
Detroit, April 20. 
After 27 years as a Detroit police 
censor, Lieut. Lester Potter will re- 
tire May 1 at the age of 61. 
Unlike his co-censor for 25 years, 
Royal A. Baker, who recently opened 
an art studio after retiring, Potter 


> 








Boonville, Mo., wants to get on the 
theatre map, not as a second Cen- 
tral City, Colo., but something along 
those lines. Extensive research by 
the Missouri State Historical So- 
ciety develops the fact that the pres- 
ent Lyric theatre, operated by Fox- 
Midwest as a picture house, and 
originally called Thespian Hall, is 
the oldest theatre structure west of 
the Alleghenies still standing. Does 
not claim to be the first theatre in 
the valley, but the society is unable 
to unearth any existing building to 
challenge the claims of the Thespian 
to be the oldest still in existence. 
Fox-Midwest planned to raze the 
antiquated structure and put up a 
modern theatre on the site, but 
agreed to defer operations until a 
citizen’s committee could do some- 
thing about it. The house, built in 


1855, has been given over to pic- 
tures since 1912. 
Though Thespian Hall was com- 


menced in 1855 and fully completed 
two years later, the Thespian Society 
dates back to around 1838 when a 
group of the early ‘settlers formed 
themselves into a dramatic club, 
erected a log building and gave per- 
formances in which the femme roles 
were assumed by men in deference 


to the rather narrow views of the 
frontier citizenry who regarded 
actresses; even amateur actresses, 


as handmaidens of the devil. Even 
the efforts of the men were regarded 
somewhat askance by a proportion 
of the public. 

Boonville was then an important 
town, later to figure as on the route 
of the old Santa Fe trail, one of the 
two roads then leading into the vast, 
uncharted west. It was thriving and 
had attracted men of culture from 
the eastern cities. 

Owing tc a lack of printed rec- 
ords, there is no consecutive history 
of the movement in its earlier days, 
but it is apparent that numerous 
touring companies shared the stage 
with the local enthusiasts. The local 
society prospered and presently out- 
grew its original 30 by 60 log struc- 
ture. Cooperation of the various 
fraternal orders was solicited and 
obtained on the promise of a lodge 
room, and in 1855 the cornerstone 
was laid, though the brick work 
was not begun until the following 
year with the finished structure 
opened with a ball July 3, 1857. 

The Thespians received a setback 
during the Civil War (Boonville 
was the scene of the first land bat- 
tle), with the warring forces alter- 
nately occupying the territory and 
the building passed into the hands of 
the local banker. The society never 
was revived but following the war 
the structure was used for local en- 
tertainments. The house was 
slightly modernized. in 1901, as the 
Steyhens Opera House, after the 
banker, owner. The change included 
a deepening of the stage, but the 
front: remains practically as it was 
in 1867. 

It is proposed to acquire the prop- 
erty and tc make only such restorae 
tions as are imperative, then to de- 
vote it to a season of commemorae- 
tive perform.ances, much on the Cen- 
tral City idea, with touring attrac- 
tions, when they can be had, at other 
times. Walter Prichard Eaton sums 
up the idea when he says ‘it should 
be preserved as a record of what 
the theatre was like almost a century 
ago, especially what sort of stage 
our actors had to move about on and 
our playwrights had to plan for.’ 

If the Thespian Hall Preservation 
Committee can rustle the funds be- 
fore Fox-Midwest gets impatient. a 
fine example of the carly theatre 
will be preserved. Otherwise Boon- 
ville will lose its shrine and gain a 
highly modern picture house. It all 
depends. 





‘NEW JERSEY HAS 


| 





DIVORCEMENTITIS 


Theatre divorcement agitation is 
rearing up in New Jersey, a state in 
which all, of the major affiliaied 
firms directly or indirectly have the- 
atre interesis. The New Jersey as- 
sembly on Apri! 12 introduced a bill 
for regulation of the motion picture 





industry in that state, providing alco 
for the separation of theatre opcra- 
tion from production and distribution, 

This Jersey bill provides that such 
regulation of the industry in that 
state shall become effective as of 


intends to settle down on a farm.! May 1, 1938, 
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“KING OF GAMBLERS” 


Claire Trevor : Lloyd Nolan -Akim Tamiroff 
Larry Crabbe - Helen Burgess - Porter Hall 


A Paramount Picture + Directed by Robert Florey 
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Type’ Woes 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





Hoilywood, April 20. 
Dear Pal Joe: 

Well, it’s over a week now since 
I sent out those letters to my pals 
in the studios, and I ain’t heard 
nothin’ yet. Geeze, ain’t letters 
awful things when they don’t come? 
Ain't it funny how guys forget to 
write when they get out here? You 
can tell that when you see some of 
the pictures they put out. I hope my 
pals didn’t get that ‘sky-looking’ 
habit when they see me. I'd hate to 
come all the way out here to find out 
I lost my pals. A lot of the guys 
who've been out here for a long time 
tell me that some of the boys that 
get into the dough can’t stand the 
climate; it seems there’s somethin’ in 
the sun that misses a certain vitamin 
and it makes ’em lose their mem- 
ories. Well, I can’t believe my pals 
would get that way with me. Maybe 
my letters to them got mixed up with 
their bills, and they didn’t open ’em 
yet. 

All the casting agents have my 
name and address, and me and Aggie 
hang around the trailer camp all day 
waitin’ for a phone call. That's the 
big game out here, ‘Waitin’ for phone 
calls. When the bell rings even on 
a wrong number connection your 
blood pressure goes up like a ther- 
mometer at the equator. We don’t go 
out much because it would be just 
my luck to get a call for a job when 
I go out. 


teeth in a character part, he’d masti- 
cate it. Then I met Joe Cunning- 
ham—you know the guy that’s such 
a riot speaking at dinners. He mur- 
ders ‘em out here at all the big 
dinners, and I was tellin’ him I could 
murder ’em too if I ever ate a big 
dinner. Well, he is working in pic- 
tures now; just finished in ‘Kid Gala- 
had, with Ed. Robinson, and did a 
swell job. That Robinson guy is a 
sweetheart, a soft talker and got 
plenty on the ball. He don’t wear 
no ‘hurrah’ clothes, and that’s a 
novelty out here where they even 
put riding breeches on to pitch 
horseshoes. 

Me and Aggie was thinkin’ of a lot 
of the boys and girls back East who 
would paralyze ’em out here if they 
ever get a chance. For instance, 
Marie Hartman; they ain’t got a 
dame like her in pictures. She'd 
double ’em up with her type com- 
edy and muggin.’ Then there’s Jack 
Norworth, you remember Norworth 
and Bayes? Well, he’s a swell actor 
and a director and puts over a song 
like nobody can, because he’s the 
only guy that’s got the recipe. 

Aggie just bawled me out for 
thinkin’ about gettin’ jobs for other 
people when we ain’t got anything 
ourselves. Well, it gives me an idea. 
I'll see if I can get a job as a ‘scout,’ 
they say there’s dough in it, and it 
should be a cinch for my pals that 
are away up in the studios to get 
me one of those jobs. I'll write 
them again, I'll give them another 
chance. They may be right guys at 





I got a call the other day from an 
indie studio, and, boy, you’d think I 


was Barney Oldfield drivin’ the way | 


I got to that studio; even the old 
crate musta felt that I was going for 
a job, because it made it with very 
little pushing. Well, I get there and 
there’s about 100 guys waitin’ for the 
same job. Every job out here is a 
contest. Everybody gets a crack at 
readin’ the part...it sounds like a 
‘community read’...Well; the head 
man looks me over and sez, ‘You 
won't do, I want a bald-headed man 
for this part.’ Well, I practically rips 
off my ‘turkish rug’ and show him 
I’m bald. He gives me one look and 
sez, ‘No, I can’t picture you as a 


baldheaded man.’ Well, that stumped | 


me, but I rolls with the punch and 
sez, ‘What do ycu mean?’ and he sez, 
“You won’t do,’ and his voice sounded 
as if he was stamping his foot. So I 
makes a graceful exit with the set- 
piece in my hand. When I gets home 
I tells Aggie what happened and 
what the man said, and she looks at 
me as ii she thinks I’ve been drink- 
ing. Which I wasn’t, but I did. 

This pitcher racket is gettin’ on my 
nerves. Everybody you meet here 
tells you the best thing to do is to 
‘stick around and wait’; but they 
don't tell you how to do it without 
eatin’. Aggie’s learned how to make 
30 different sauces for rice, but it 
still tastes the same. We've been 
eatin’ so much rice we could be 
stand-ins for ‘The Good Earth.’ Aggie 
Sez it’s cheap and filling. She sez 
the meats out here are bad, but you | 
cant prove that by me. I passed a) 
cow the other day and I must have | 
scared it by the look on my face, | 
cause it ran like a producer. 

_ Well, it’s a good thing we're living 
in a trailer; that saved us dough that 
we would have had to spend for a | 
hotel, which dough we haven't got | 
anyway to spend, so even though we 
aint working and no money’s com- 
ing in we're still saving money. I 
Was telling that to Aggie and she’s 
trying to figure out how we can save 
money we haven’t got. But there it is, 
black on white. | 


Even Radio Gets the Habit 


A pal of mine tipped me off to a 
bit job for a radio program. So I 
went to see the program director. 
and he looks at me and sez I ain't 
the type. Can you imagine—they 
even type you for radio? You gotta 
look the part for the studio audience, 
and they get in for nothin’. That's 
another screwy business. It has 
8rown and grown and now it's in its 
“a I got a load of stuff to un- 
Sad on you about the radio racket | 
Some of these days. 
. The only little pleasure I get out | 

ere is to meet the old vaudeville 
oe and punch the bag with them 
about the good old S & C, Pan and 
; cum time. Geeze, I get sick 
® my stomach when I think of all 


| 


a theatres disappearing. They 
sult sot a few umbrella stands | 
around here, but they pay you off 


With orange juice. Met Jimmy Car- | 
Son—you remember him when he 
ch with the Red Heads and a fot! 
 Sroadway shows? Well, he loo':s 
Swell and is a great performer. Foy. 
it he ever got a chance to stick his | 


| than 


| : 
| production 


that. Say, even a clock that ain't 
} ‘ A ape ° 

| working is right twice a day. 
Well, Joe, take a few turns around 
;the Bond Building for me and Ag- 
| gie, our bodies may be out here, but 





our hearts are with those agents 
| back there. SEZ. 

Your pal, Lefty. 

| Pp. S—Thanks for sending us 


‘Gone with the Wind.’ Aggie and me 
| read it, but can’t see any part in it 
for us. 


BROMBERG’S REPUB 
SUIT ENDS SUDDENLY 





| 





| 

| Airing of internal troubles of Re- 
| public Pictures which was expected 
| last week, following the filing of a 
| breach of contract suit in N. Y. fed- 
|eral court by Republic Pictures Corp. 
of Atlanta, Ga., against the parent 
organization, failed to materialize 
when the suit was suddenly discon- 
tinued Monday (19). 

The Atlanta corporation through 
its president, A. C. Bromberg, claimed 
the N. Y. corporation had called off 
an agreement entered into in 1935 
under which the plaintiff was to 
distribute Republic pictures in North 
and South, Georgia, Florida, Ala- 
bama, Louisiana, Mississippi and part 
of Tennessee. The agreement, Brom- 
berg claimed, was to run until 1939. 
|The defendant cancelled the con- 
tract in March, alleging Bromberg’s 
outfit had not carried out the terms 
of the agreement. 

Bromberg averred he had spent 





| $351,348 in carrying out his end of 
/the contract and had only received 
| $219,620 from the N. Y. corporation, 


thus leaving him holding the bag 
for a loss of $131,728. He claimed 


that when the agreement was called 


off he had on his hands 2,735 con- 
tracts with exhibitors which in- 
volved $712,811. He was sure that 
if the agreement had been com- 
pleted he would have made a profit 


| of $250.000 for himself besides more 


that for the N. Y. 
operation. 

In the suit Bromberg did not ask 
for a specifle amount of damages 
but for an injunction to compei the 
parent organization to continue un- 


de: the terms of the contract. 


amount 


MG’s Own Cartoonics 


Metro is going into own cartoon 
this summer. Will be 
ihe first company to make own, the 
field having been entirely in hands 
of indie units, such as _ Disney,, 
Fleischer, et al, who produce and 
distribute through major companies. 

It is known that Herb Morgan, 
Metro's shorts’ exploiteer, has been 
interviewing experienced cartoonists 


in New York on the q.t. On the 
Coast, Fred Quimby, head of MG 
shorts, has been doing same. It is 


not definite yet, apparently, whe 
Metro will do its producing East or 


West, 


r | 
' 


Geo. Lait’s WB Chore 


Hollywood, April 20. 
George Lait has signed a writing 
contract at Warners and is currently 
working on an untitled newspaper 
yarn. 
He was granted leave of absence 
from Universal Service. 


Orph Income Ups 
Considerably, But 
Still in the Red 


While the consolidated income of 
Orpheum Circuit has shown a big 
increase during the last two years, 
the organization continues slightly in 
the red, according to the report filed 
by Marcus Heiman, trustee, with 
N. Y. Federal Judge William Bondy. 
The report covers the 47 weeks end- 
ing Nov. 21, 1936. He shows the net 
loss during the period amounted to 
$57,679 as compared to $275.786 for 
1935 and a deficiency of $391,715 fo: 
1934. 

The gross income for the 47 weeks 
amounted to $3,189,150. Operating 
expenses took up $2,684,626: net in- 
come, $504,524, and $158,381 was 
marked off for depreciation. 

Kresel’s Plea Looks Slim 

There is slim chance of Federal 

Judge Lester W. Patterson (N. Y.) 











granting the request of Isidor J. 
Kresel, counsel for a group of pre- 
ferred stockholders, to review the 
findings and recommendations made 
by Oscar W. Ehrhorn, official ref- 
eree, who recently ordered the sale 
of Orpheum Circuit assets to Sta- 
dium Theatres Corp. After hearing 
Kresel and others, who, not only op- 
posed the transfer of the assets from 
one RKO subsidiary to another, also 
demanded Ehrhorn’s removal as ref- 
eree for being prejudicial, allegedly, 
to RKO, the judge reserved decision. 

Those opposing the sale to Stadium 
claim that Orpheum assets had been 
mismanaged by RKO, and resulted 
in the loss of $20,000,000, and that to 
turn the remaining assets over to 
one of its subsids would further 
damage the one-time very profitable 
concern. 

William J. Donovan, attorney for 
Stadium, and the Irving Trust Co., 
trustee for Orpheum, opposed Kres- 
el’s request for a review, claiming 
that the stockholders should not be 
permitted to ‘ride roughshod over 
the demands of the creditors’ and 
cause further delay in the settlement 
of the Orpheum Circuit's financial 
standing. 





‘Horizon’s’ 80 Roaders 





Originatty planning only 10 or 15 
roadshow dates for ‘Lost Horizon,’ 
Columbia will run the number to 80. 

A total of 48 engagements will 
have been played by the end of this 
month. while 13 are set for May 
and one so far for June. 





Los Angeles, April 20. 

Forthcoming road show bookings 
of ‘Horizon’ include Oakland, Port- 
land and Salt Lake, following closely 
on runs now under way here, San 
Francisco, Denver and_ Seattle. 
Roadshow bookings are now being set 
for all Southern California key 
spots, to start immediatly after opus | 
winds up its current two-a-day en- 
gagement at the Four Star theatre 
here. 





Chicago, April 20. 
Return roadshow engagement has 
been arranged here for ‘Lost Hori- 
zon,’ which was forced out of the 
Erlanger two-a-day run last week 
by the previously scheduled legit. 
‘Idiot’s Delight.’ ‘Horizon’ comes 
back to the house May 9. Flicker 
had completed a_ four-week run| 
when it was forced out. 


‘Hudson Bay’ at 20th 


N.Y. OK’s Formerly 
Banned Disease Pic 


Albany, April 20. 

The first New York showing of 
‘Damaged Lives,’ which has been 
under the ban of censorship, took 
place Friday (16) at the local Capitol. 
Health officials, social workers, cler- 
gymen and other guests of Dr. Ed- 
ward S. Godfrey, state commissioner 
of health, made up the audience. 
“Damaged Lives’ film treats with 
syphilis, and heretofore has been 
barred, but the recent N. Y. state 
and country-wide campaign of edu- 
cation about social diseases brought 
about the lifting of the censorship 
ban. 

Film, Hollywood-made in 1934, by 
Weldon Pictures Corp., has been 
seen in every state with the excep- 
tion of N. Y. and Pennsylvania. State 
Board of Regents last week finally 
overruled the N. Y. censors. 


Balaban-Myers 
Set to Start With 


Seven Houses 








Chicago, April 20. 

3alaban Theatres, Ine., which par- 
ticularly means A, J. Balaban and 
Sam Myers, will have at least seven 
houses in operation by the end of 
the current year and possibly a 
dozen if all present plans work out 
according to schedule; and will have 
one of top-list independent circuits 
in the midwest within the next 18 
months, on present indications. 

New circuit will devote its activ- 
ities entirely outside the city of Chi- 
cago on theatre acquisitions, and is 
contracting for houses along the sub- 
urban area of Chicago and down- 
state, and particularly has its eye on 
the St. Louis potentialities. 

Circuit is set for a new theatre in 





Wilmette, swank northside’ sub- 
urb; for the Melrose, Melrose Park, 
another spot in Libertyville to the 
northwest, and has completed a deal 
with the University of Illinois to 
build a house, to be called the 





| Ferris Taylor in 70 Pix Before Grab- 





Hollywood, April 20. 

Kenneth MacGowan will hold the 
production reins on ‘Hudson’s Bay | 
Company’ which 20th-Fox will make. | 
Yarn is being concocted by Art 
Arthur, Reginald Collins and Mi- | 
chael Jacoby. | 

| 


TYPED 
Hollywood, April 20 
Carroll Nye, radio ed of the L. A. | 





Times, has been spotted in ‘Sing and | 
Be Happy.” at 20th-Fox. 
He'll portray part of radio an-| 


nouncer, 


Campus, on the college campus in 
Urbana. In addition, Balaban The- 
atres is taking options on property 
for building possibilities in several 
other Illinois situations. 

Deal on in St. Louis at present is 
for a minimum of four houses in the 
next six months, with a fifth in the 
offing and the possibility of several 
more within the next two years. In 
St. Louis negotiations the Balaban 
Theatres are working in conjunction 
with the Ansell Bros., who are much 
interested in the St. Louis territory. 

In a great many of the spots the 
ground is being bought or leased 
with the circuit to do its own build- 
ing. This follows the growing diffi- 
culty in the midwest of obtaining 
outside capital to do the building. 
Several other would-be circuit and 
theatre owners have tried to interest 
outsiders in putting up these thea- 
tres on guaranteed leaseholds on a 
long-term basis, but these 
have been in vain, 


4-LINE BIT WINS 


endeavors 


bing First Major Role 


Hollywood, April 20. 
Following a four-line bit in Mer- 





vyn LeRoy’s ‘The Deep South’ at 
Warners, Ferris Taylor, in show | 
business for 36 years and in 70 pic- 
tures without ever copping a big 
role, was tested and snagged an im- 
portant spot in the producer’s ‘Mr. 
Dodd Takes the Air.’ Picture has 
gone into production with Alfred E. 
Green directing. 

Taylor. who formerly headed his | 
own stock company, the Ferris Tay- | 
lor Players, also was given an op- 
tiona! contract. 








| $85,000 over an 


‘ | 
Wendy in ‘Dead End’ | 
Hollywood, April 20 

Wendy Barrie has snagged the 

femme lead in the much-talked film | 
production of ‘Dead End.’ 

Sam Goldwyn produces celluloid | 

version of the Sidney Kingsley play. 


ERIC STANLEY AT WB 
Hollywood, April 20. 





Eric Stanley. English actor, is 
here to start work on a Warne 
contract 

Newcomer has not been assigned | 


to any job yet. 


DISCLOSE MORE 
PIX STOCK 
TRADINGS 


Washington, April 20. 

Trading by insiders in stocks of 
five film companies was disclosed by 
the U. S. Securities & Exchange 
Commission Monday (19). 

Biggest operations were in Para- 
mount paper, with Stanton Criffis, 
director, picking up a wad of 1935 
debentures via Hemphill, Noyes & 
Co., of which he is a partner. The 
Griffis brokerage firm statement 
showed 900 shares of first preferred 
had been converted into 6,300 shares 
of common to cover a previous short 
position, while 208,000 of the 1935 
series bonds were purchased in 
seven lots last month. Griffis car- 
ried 1,000 each of common, first pre- 
ferred and second preferred in his 
own name. 

Overdue statements showed H. P. 
Harrington of New York, director 
in Translux, sliced his common hold- 
ings in the company 2,000 shares last 
year. In April, 1936, he picked up 
600, while in November he dumped 
800 and in December unloaded 1,200 
more, leaving him with 8,000 at year- 
end. 

Another behind-timer was Willard 
S. McKay, Universal officer and di- 
rector. He revealed in February, 
1936, he gave away 168 shares of U 
common and, via Wilkay Holding 
Co., acquired 10 pieces of first pre- 
ferred. 

Still another belated statement 
showed Morris Wolf, Warner Bros. 
officer, picked up 500 W. B. common 
during January this year, boosting 


his holding to 750 shares, plus 167 
in a trust in which he has an in- 
terest. 

Unloading more than 15 months 


ago by Albert D. Farwell of Chicago, 
Consolidated Film Industries direc- 
tor, was revealed. Starting with 
1,000 shares of common, Farwell by 
sales spread over August, November 
and December, 1935, and Janwvary, 
1936, emptied his strongbox. 

Four reports on directors’ hold- 
ings were published by S. E. C. 
Showed Edward J. Peskay held 300 
shares of Grand National Common 
last November; R. W. Altschuler and 
J. P. Case, directors, had no Con- 
solidated paper when elected to the 
board in March; and Farrington 
owned 10,000 Trans-Lux common 
when he went on the directorate in 
July, 1935. 

Five Universal directors and of- 
ficers were shown to be devoid of 
any stake in the company when re- 
organization occurred a year ago. 
They were Paul G. Brown of Phil- 
adelphia; J. Cheever Cowdin, one 
of the leading figures in the financial 
operations; William Freiday of New 
York; Budd Rogers of New York, 
and Charles R. Rogers of Hollywood, 


Fabian Follows B’way 
Par to Hanff-Metzger 


The Si Fabian Brooklyn theatres, 
Paramount and Fox, are swincing 
from the Lord & Thomas agency to 
Hanff-Metzger on June 1, following 
transfer of the Broadway Paramount 
account from L. & T. to H-M, effece- 
tive May 1. 

The Hanff-Metzger agency is also 
trying to get the Rialto, N. Y., 
pendently operated by Arthur Mayer 


indee 


but so far no deal has been set. 
Rialto, with Par and the Fabian 
Brooklyn houses, has been with 


L&T, for several years. 


Randolph Scott Sued 


Angeles, April 20. 
fandolph Scott was sued in 

perior court by J. G. Bachmann for 

agency contract. 


Los 


Sue 


Agency alleged that Scott refused 
to continue in effect a contract sian- 
ling over to them 10 of a $2,000 
weekly salary. 


Eighth Round Coming Up 
Hollywood, April 20. 
Columbia has launched production 
on the eighth in the 
of two-reelers§ starring 
Stooges. 


current se 
the Three 


1es 


Comedy, as yet untitled, with Del 
Lord directing, has in cast Sam Lu 
kin. Exvhan Laidla S| ‘Monn 
Stanley Blystone. Honk Bell and 


Blackie Whiteford 
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Those National Screen Trailers certainly put you in the right frame of 


mind...enthusiasm in the proper place... not too much, nor yet too 


little... good, hard selling-talk that fits the picture’s merits and brings 


out the best points... And those National Screen fellows know the 


theatre-man’s problems so well! e Okay, Toots!...the industry’s sold on 


>NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE< 
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PAR’S WINNIPEG SETUP 
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Don’t Tell It, Sell It 


a. 





ind 
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KNOW WHEN T0 
LAY OFF 


Outstanding in voluntary news- 
reel restraint is evidenced by the 
three apartment house slayings (Tit- 
terton, Case and Gedeon) in N. Y. 





City which all five U. S. newsreels | 
sidestepped. While no state in the} 


union pretends to do any censoring, 
it is a matter of the newsreels’ own 
judgment just what shovuid stay off 
the screen. 

Many a showman has wondered 
why the newsreels did not cash in 
on the Gedeon case, for instance, in 
view of the enormous amount of 
space and photos devoted to the 
triple slaying by both the tabs and 
the conservative dailies. Newsreel 
editors are invariably former daily 
newspapermen, hence not squeamish 
on such matters, but the major 
angle is that it must be entertaining 
to crash the news weeklies. A 
couple of the reels did treat the 
Titterton case from the angle that 
the rope clue pointed out the ef- 
fectual work of crime detection. 

While the average murder case is 
more or less tabu for the newsreel- 
ers, there are exceptions such as 
the coverage given to the Mattson 
boy kidnapping and killing. It was 
approached from the G-man slant 
and because it was a snatch crime 
with direct appeal to most of nation, 
one reel stressed the $20,000 reward 
angle. 


must be handled and released is an 
outstanding element which has held 
back any serious attempt for censor- 
ship. The Hays organization and 
various states have been fully aware 
of this and the large amount of foot- 
age they would have to view weekly. 
They are convinced that the prin- 
cipal guardianship of what should 
be cut or left in, from the great 
mass of material that is photo- 
graphed, should rest with newsreel 
editors. 


Editor Boost for Wray 


Hollywood, April 20. 


Richard C. Wray has been pro- 
moted to film editor of Maurice 
Conn productions by Martin G. 
Cohn, editorial supervisor. Wray 
was formerly in the cutting depart- 
ment. Stanley Lowenstein and Joe 
O'Donnell are collabing on Conn’s 
next Kermit Maynard western, “The 
Fighting Texan.’ 


Conn is sending Jack Greenhalgh, 
cameraman, and Henry Spitz, assist- 
ant production manager, to San 
Francisco to shoot process footage of 
the new Golden Gate bridge, to be 
used as background for the next 
Frankie Darro-Kane Richmond film, 
‘Anything for a Thrill.’ 

















(Continued from page 1) 





calls and boos greeted him and not 
a kiddie budged. House staff tried 
to talk to youngsters but it was no 
use, 
in but still juves held their ground. 
Finally, after an hour of cajolery 
failed, house was forced to put on 
its regular shows and youngsters re- 
mained put. 


Spokesmen for Warners hold that 
long stretches some youngsters sit 
through is a problem for parents, 
pointing out that in many cases 
mothers pack lunches for the kids 
and tell them to stay. PTA claims 
amateur shows create inflation of 
€£0s among tots, that the excitement 
of continuous films isn’t good for 
them and that programs aren't edu- 
cational enough. 


Enright kiddie shows have always 
been held up as a model to out-of- 
town Sroups contemplating similar 
ideas and while considered highly 
Successful from a social standpoint 
have also developed into consistent 
money-makers for WB. Same stunt 
has been tried in other nabe houses 
but dropped, only Enright’s having 
flourished, 

Status now clouded in doubt. Rep- 
Tesentatives of PTA, Federation and 
VB expected to meet this week to 
reach satisfactory agreement, but in 
meantime it’s generally agreed that 
any effort to oust youngsters at cer- 
tain time will mean the end of 
Project, 








| tion 





Kids Sit-Down | 


Finally policemen were called | 





TO HEAD CHI FILM B’D 


Chicago, April 20. 

Film Board of Trade holds its 
long overdue and constantly post- 
poned meeting this week to elect its 
new president, succeeding Allen 
Usher of Paramount, who resigned 
following his promotion to district 
manager for the distrib. Postpone- 
ments have been due to the number 
of vacations among local managers, 
with the most recent absentee being 
Jack Osserman, 

It looks a cinch that the new prexy 


will be Clyde Eckhardt, of 20th Cen- | 
tury-Fox, for a repeat call to the | 
gavel chair, though there has been | 


considerable telephoning among the 
exchanges for the election of Osser- 
man. General feeling opposed to 
Eckhardt’s appointment is the fact 
that he held the presidency for some 
time in the past and that some new 
blood should be injected into the key 
position of the Film Board here. 





Ploenes Heads Akron Indies 
Akron, O., April 20. 
Al Ploenes, manager of the Or- 
pheum here, has been elected presi- 
dent of the Akron Independent. Mo- 
Picture Exhibitors Association 
succeeding Robert Menches, who 
headed the group for the past seven 


years. 
Other officers are Robert Menches, 
first v.p.; Charles Stadler, second 


v.p.; J. G. Deetjen, sec. 


CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, April 20. 
Writing contract option of Grace 
Neville lifted by Columbia. 
Joan Marsh ticketed to termer at 





, | 20th-Fox. 
The speed with which newsreels | 20th Fox 


Trem Carr exercised contract op- 
tion on John Wayne for another 
year at Universal. 

Universal picked up option on Ed- 
die Buzzell. ‘ 

Nat Perrin contracted as 
at Columbia after securing 
from his ticket at Radio. 

Paramount and Richard Dix dis- 
cussing new term contract, effective 
after actor completes one more pic 
at Columbia. 

Priscilla Lawson given term act- 
ing contract at Metro. 

Eddie Moran added to writing staff 
at Hal Roach. 

Richard Macauley signatured to 
one-year writing pact at Warners. 

Stock player option taken up by 
20th-Fox on Pauline Moore. 

Harvey Stephens given a term act- 
ing contract at Paramount. Studio 
also tagged Barlowe Borland. 

Julian Johnson, for the past five 
years story editor at 20th-Fox, re- 
ceived another term pact. 

Kent Taylor and Judith Barrett 
had their acting options lifted for 
another year at Universal. 

Principal Pictures signed Selma 
Hautzig, writer. 

Elaine Ryan, writer, placed under 
personal contract by Mervyn LeRoy. 

Sidney Blackmer received termer 
at 20th-Fox. Studio also picked up 
another option on Bill Robinson. 

Paramount renewed its writer con- 
tract with Frank Butler. 

Metro handed new pacts to Boyce 
De Gaw, Isabel Dawn, Harry Conn 
and Joseph Fields, writers. Metro 
also termed Brent Sargent, who 
played in the L. A. production of 
‘The Drunkard’ for three years. 

Under an adjusted contract at 
Metro, Eleanor Powell receives a 12- 
week layoff annually in order to rig 
up new steps. 

Paramount picked up a six-month 
acting option on Terry Ray. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, April 20. 

‘Twins For Her Majesty,’ by Lou 
Heifetz and Herbert Klein, bought 
by Metro, 

Paramount purchased ‘The 13th 
Bed In The Ballroom,’ murder mys- 
tery by Esther Haver Fonseca. 

Warners has bought ‘Chalked’ 
Out,’ play by Warden Lawes and 
Jonathon Finn. 

‘A Rendezvous with Love,’ origi- 
nal by William Anthony McGuire, 
taken at Metro, where author is un- 
der a producer contract. 

RKO bought a story entitled ‘No 
Groom to Bride Her,’ original by 
George Beck. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, April 20. 

Columbia changed title of Larry 
Darmour western from ‘The Ghost 
Ranger’ to ‘Reckless Ranger.’ 

Robert Sisk’s ‘Million Dollar Am- 
ateurs,’ football pic for RKO, now 
labeled ‘Saturday's Heroes.’ 

‘Romance Road’ replaces ‘Rollins 
of the Mounted’ at Warners. 


QUICK LOANOUT 
Hollywood, April 20. 
Before he could set foot on the 


writer 
release 








Universal lot, Charles Bennett, Eng- | 


lish seribe, was loaned to Samuel 
Goldwyn to shuffle up a yarn on 
‘Adventures of Marco Polo.’ 


Hollywood, April 20. 

Bob Burns, who gets $70,000 
a picture now, not to stress 
his radio and syndicated daily 
feature, was buttonholed by a 
musician while on location on 
his last Par pic. The musician 
said there was a real Arkansas 
hillbilly in his band and the 
guy had just told one of the 





local chief of RKO. | 


funniest stories the musician 
had ever heard in his life. He 
started to repeat it when Burns 
stopped him with: 

‘I -tell stories, I 
listen to 


food don’t 


them.’ 














MONEY STUNTS: 
WASHED UP 
INN. Y. 








| Cash giveaways and coin games 
|} are washed up in the Greater New 


York area, even with small indepen- 





dent exhibitors. Almost total ab- 
|sence of drawing power has served 
|as powerful persuasion in the last 
few weeks. Situation is so acute 
as regards continuance of bank 
nights and other cash distribution 


contests that little indies expect to 
quit altogether whether large house 
and circuit theatres boost their ad- 
missions or not. 

Major circuits were first to see the 
light on the bank nights and other 
coin gags, quitting them about a 
month ago. Since then many lead- 
ing independent chains have aban- 
doned them, though a few continued 
contests in individual spots. Along 
with these there were certain die- 
hard managers who kept up the cash 
games. 

Their experiences recently, how- 
ever, have sold them on the idea 
that the public is not going for the 
cash giveaway. One uptown nabe 
theatre recently offered $90, bulk 
of which was from accumulations of 
preceding contest nights when the 
winner failed to claim the award. 
Manager reported receipts of only 
about $87 for the full day. Another 
neighborhood exhibitor experienced 
almost as disastrous results. He had 
total prize awards of $98 up for 
patrons and the total take for the 
full day was slightly over $100. 

Such results have been deciding 
factors in this shift in attitude on 
the part of the small indies. The 
same exhibitor who clamored for 
retention of the cash games now are 
demanding that all competing*thea- 
tres join with him in agreeing to 
quit the practice. 


P. A’s Suicide Pact 


Newark, April 20. 

Allen Smith, 28, recently press 
agent of the Paramount-Newark 
theatre, killed his companion, Mrs. 
Lois Duffy, 32, and self, Sunday 
noon (18) on lonely road near Mt. 
Pleasant cemetery, Newark. Motive 
of suicide pact was inability of 
young Mrs. Duffy to get divorce 
from estranged husband, John, stage- 
hand at the Shubert, on account of 
religious grounds. 

She was mother of 16-year-old 
daughter and a telephone operator 
with the Newark Ledger. Smith, 
who was single, had been in theat- 
rical advertising for a number of 
years and was negotiating a Phila- 
delphia engagement at time of death. 


SHIRLEY’S PRESENT 


On 8th Birthday 20th-Fox Adds on 
Another Year 
Hollywood, April 20. 
Shirley Temple has had her con- 
tract renewed for one year, ahead 
of its expiration date, by 20th-Cen- 
tury-Fox, as a present on her eighth 
birthday. 
Others 











were Davis 
and associate 


optioned 
Hempstead, writer 
producer; Milton Sperling, writer, 
David Buttolph, composer, and 
actors Douglas Fowley, George Ern- 
est and Jed Prouty. 


PAT ELLIS ON LOAN 
Hollywood, April 20. 
Republic borrowed Patricia Ellis 
from Warners for top spot in 
‘Rhythm In The Clouds,’ which Al- 








| 


te E. LeVoy is producing. 


Warren Hull and William Newell 


| have top male spots. 








WILL EASE UP TORONTO 


Winnipeg, April 20, 

According to J, J, Fitzgibbons, 
managing director of the Famous 
Players (Canadian) Corp., a complete 
district office will be set up in Win- 
nipeg, in order to relieve some of 
the pressure on the Toronto office. 
Heretofore the majority of booking 
for the territory between Port 
Arthur, Fort William, Ontario, and 
Calgary, Alberta, has been handled 
directly from the Toronto office. The 
new setup will change this complete- 
ly, with the booking for western 
Ontario and the western provinces 
being handied from here. 

John Hazza, formerly supervisor of 
this territory, will confine his ac- 
tivities to the province of Alberta, 
the local, newly formed office being 
under the direction of Frank Ker- 
shaw, brought in from the British 
Columbia office. Harold Bishop has 
been dividing his time between the 
local skeleton office Famous has 
been maintaining and the Capitol 
theatre, will devote full time to the 
Cap which will be boosted into the 
town’s ace house and will be used as 
a testing ground for all exploitation 
stunts and other ideas for the Mani- 





| toba and Saskatchewan districts. 


Kershaw’s territory will now take 
in the cities of Port Arthur and Fort 
William in Ontario; Winnipeg and 
Brandon, in Manitoba; Regina, Sas- 
katoon, Moose Jaw, North Battle- 
ford, Shaunavon, and Weyburn in 
Saskatchewan. 

Sylvester Gunn, of the Royal the- 


atre, Fort William, has been brought | 


in to do the booking for the Winni- 
peg office under Kershaw. No ap- 
pointment has been made as yet for 
his Fort William post. 

In town for the conference from 
the east were J. J. Fitzgibbons, man- 
aging director; Ben Geldsaler, chief 
booker, the west being represented 
by John Hazza (Calgary), Larry 
Graburn (Regina) and Walter Davis 
(Regina). 





Feher Scores a Point 
In ‘Robber Symph’ Suit 


N. Y. Supreme Court Justice 
Shientag Monday (19) granted the 
motion of Friedrich Feher, agent, to 
dismiss as insufficient the answer of 
Fortune Film Corp., to his breach of 
contract suit to recover $7,500. Feher 
claims Fortune agreed to pay him 
$10,000 to put on a show with foreign 


talent in conjunction with the de- 
fendant’s picture, ‘Robber Sym- 
phony.’ 


After the show was produced at 
the Belmont, (N. Y.) theatre plaintiff 
claims Fortune walked out on the 
agreement still owing him $7,500. 





No Daylite Save in Denv. 


Denver, April 20. 
Daylight saving time measure pro- 
posed here was not passed by city 
council April 19. Attempt had been 
made to override the mayor’s veto 
on sun-saver, group voting five pro 
and four con. A majority of six 
favorable votes is necessary to carry 
move. 
Theatres 
against measure, opposing 
lently, while radio stations 
pushing on the reverse side. 





have been _ strongest 
it vio- 


were 





Advance’s ‘Squadron’ 


Hollywood, April 20. 

Initial picture in the series of 
eight H. H. Van Loan features Ad- 
vance Pictures will produce has been 
titled ‘Squadron B,’ starring Ralph 
Graves and Eddie Nugent, and fea- 
turing Bill Edwards. 

Mitchell Leichter, vice-prez of the 
company, is returning from the east 
after lining up booking dates. 





Foreign Revenue 











(Continued from page 3) 





cided in London. Arthur A. Lee, 
sitting in on conferences abroad, is 
expected back around June 1, 

Meantime, the GB sales organi- 
zation under George W. Weeks pre- 
fers a New York convention, if one is 
to be held, the first week in June, 
and a Los Angeles meeting to follow. 

Even if the present policy of sell- 
ing pictures on this side isn’t to 
continue with a 1937-38 program, the 
GB sales machine will have to be 
continued through most of this 
year in disposing of product yet to 
arrive from the other side on the 
current (1936-37) program which has 
to be marketed and delivered. 














REEL, FRANKLY 
PROPAGANDA 


Frontier Films, ‘liberal’ pix pro- 
duction group of New York sponsor- 
ing current engagement of ‘The 
Wave’ at the Filmarte theatre, N. Y., 
plans series of news dramatizations 
and feature-length productions based 
on typical American life and ex- 
pressing ‘enlightened’ social and eco- 
nomic philosophy. Organization is 
described as ‘Group Theatre of mo- 
tion pictures.’ 





First production is first of a series 
of a ‘liberalized March of Time,’ and 
will be released next Tuesday (27), 
first date being Roosevelt theatre, 
N. Y. Subsequent bookings will be 
arranged as available. Two-reeler, 
it includes two sequences, devoted to 
Black Legion and recent Sunnyside 
evictions. Cost about $800 to pro- 
duce, virtually entire expense being 
price of film. 

While no definite production sched- 
ule is planned immediately, other 
editions will be issued from time to 
time. Second is being scripted at 
present. First was largely collab- 
oration of David Wolff and Lionel 
Berman, with Willard Van Dyke do- 
ing most of photography. 

Group intends feature pix to have 
dramatic and story appeal rather 
than bear too heavily on ‘prop- 
aganda,’ but all will express ‘liberal’ 
political and social viewpoint. Un- 
derstood Clifford Odets has okayed 
filming of his ‘Silent Partner.’ All 
productions will necessarily be on 
limited budget, although all those 
working will be paid, but not much, 
admittedly. 

Lionel Berman, executive director, 
and Leo Hurwitz, vice-prez., are only 
full-time employees at present. For- 
mer is paid, latter working gratis. 
In addition to above pair, board of 
directors includes Paul Strand, prez.; 
Ralph Steiner, vice-prez.; John How- 
ard Lawson, secretary; Bernard J. 
Reis, treasurer, and Kyle Crichton, 
William O. Field, Elia Kazan, Mary 
Lescaze, Anita Marburg, Philip Stev- 
enson and David Wolff. 


Edith Ellis’ $2,500 Suit 
On Script Vs. London Co. 


Edith Ellis, scenarist, filed suit 
Monday (19) in N. Y. supreme court 
for a writ of attachment against the 
Morgan Productions, Ltd., of Lon- 
don, in an effort to collect $2,500, 
which she claims is due her for 
services. The defendant being a 
foreign corporation her hope of col- 
lecting depends on attaching any 
pictures the defendant corporation 
may ship to New York. 

Miss Ellis claims she was hired 
by the Morgan firm last October to 
rewrite the script of a picture called 
‘Prince Otto.’ An initial payment of 
$2,500 was paid her with the under- 
standing she was to get a similar 
amount when she completed the 
script. She avers she turned the 
rewritten story over to the defend- 
ant a month later, but they found 
fault with it and has since reneged 
on paying the additional $2,500, 











Trans-Lux Earnings 


Trans-Lux Daylight Picture Screen 
Corp. showed a net profit of $287,028 
or slightly over 40c. a share on the 
outstanding stock during the past 
year. This compares with net of 
$164,291 or more than 20c, a share in 
1935. Trans-Lux Movies Corp. a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of T-R 
Daylight, reported a net profit of 
$53,182 before taxes, against a loss 
of $53,592 in 1935. 

Trans-Lux Movie Ticker Corp., an- 
other subsid, had profit of $403,428 
as compared with $317,281 in the 
preceding year. Statement showed 
that $360,000 of this amount was paid 
out in dividends on the preferred 
while $45,000 was employed to retire 
450 shares at $100 each. 





SISK LIFTS BARRIER 


Hollywood, April 20. 

Production has started at RKO on 
Robert Sisks’ ‘You Can’t Beat Love,’ 
Christy Cabanne directing. 

Preston Foster and Jean Fontaine 
top cast, with supporting players in- 
cluding Tom Chatterton, Milburn 
Stone, Ethel Wales and William 
Burress. 
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——— Tnside Stuff—Pictures 


When California assembly judiciary committee tabled bill that would 
ban block booking and indefinitely postponed hearings on measures in- 
tended to divorce producer-distributor ownership and operation of the- 
atres, and to curb preferential play dates, film industry chiefs breathed in 
relief. Feeling now is that all adverse legislation will be taboo at the 
current session of the California legislature. Morgan Walsh, Northern 
California indie operator and a director of the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America, who virtually single-handed brought about the tabling 
of the block booking measure, is given high praise in industry circles for 





the intelligent presentation he made of the issue and what the present 
form of block booking means to the average exhib. 





Already tagged by several fan mags for no publicity because of her high- | 


handed attitude toward scribblers, top actress,,.who recently shifted from 
one studio to another in Hollywood, has just come under ban of several 
other publications. Western editor for the mags ’phoned that she wanted 
to interview actress for two-page spread and cover line. Actress’ hus- 
band, declared to be largely responsible for his wife’s actions, answered 
the call, demanding to know who the writer was and insisted that a 
sample of her writing be submitted before his wife would consent to 


LOUISVILLE 


(Continued from page 8) 





dual. ‘Waikiki’ brought back for its 
second stanza at this house and third 
downtown week. Not bad going, 
considering opposish. Will take $2,- 
000, fair. Last week, ‘Soldier and 
Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Wanted to Marry’ 
(RKO), dual, fair $2,400. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25-40) 
—‘Stolen Holiday’ (FN) and ‘Great 
Guy’ (GN), dual, splitting with ‘Light 


Brigade’ (WB) and ‘Woman Wise’ 
(20th), dual. Getting plenty of 
| teacher trade and lots of juve biz. 
Looks like $2,500, fine. Last week, 
‘Reunion’ (20th) and ‘Girl from Paris’ 
(RKO), dual, splitting, with ‘Big 
House’ (MG) and ‘Dancing Lady’ 


interview. No samples were sent and further publicity for that femme is | 


taboo in the several sheets involved. 


It develops that Joan Woodbury put one over on Harry Sherman who 
had refused her the femme lead opposite William Boyd in a Hopalong 
Cassidy production. Deal was nixed on ground she was not sufficiently 
Spanish for the part. She promptly called oa Sherman, introduced herself 
as Nana Martinez, and landed the job. Eventually, of course, Nana and 
Joan disclosed as the same person. Following this up, Miss Woodbury, 
when it was suggested by Ben Holmes at Radio that she do a tap dance 


ing that tapping had become too common. 
a Spanish routine. 


Outcome was she was cast in 


Initial candid camera color stills are being used in 
exploitation of Walter Wanger’s ‘Vogues of 1938.’ 


connection 
Kodachrome 


subjects for newspaper and fan mag reproduction. At present all film 
must be shipped to Rochester, N. Y., for development. A lab to handle 
Kodachrome film will be erected on the Coast. Wanger made a canvass 
of newspapers and mags throughout the country which can use color pix, 
and as a result between 300 and 400 of the new camera tint stills will be 
made for ‘Vogues’ in addition to the usual quota of several hundred black- 
and-whites. 


As a buildup for Walter Wanger’s forthcoming picture, ‘52nd Street,’ 
to be supervised by Hal Horne, niteries on this block in New York 
have been banded together into a 52d Street Assn. Temporary committee 
set up after a meeting at Tony’s, one of the niteries on the street, is headed 
by Monte Proser who does independent publicity for Wanger and Horne, 
and is also the French Casino’s p.a. Other members of the committee are 
Lou Richman, owner of the Dizzy club, Tony of Tony’s, and Joe Hoelbock 
of the Onyx. 


ILL. SUPREME COURT 
WASHES UP BANKO : 


Chicago, April 20. |in the York-Philadelphia 
Bank nights, which have been out branches Jack 
here since last January, when Judge VEE a 
G. C. Niemeyer declared them il- Bloom moves up to manage the con- 
legal, are now out permanently, ac-| tract department at the h.o., suc- 
cording to a decision rendeied last| ceeding the late Nat B. Finkler, 
week by the Illinois Supreme Court while Samuel J. Epstein becomes as- 
which ruled that yea night in sistant contract manager; Ralph De 
a film theatre constitutes a lottery Burgos section supervisor: Nat 
and therefore illegal. Appeal WAS | Rosen Murray Scher and Angela 
taken to the higher court ‘by the Iris} y,. yy). i" atmehiinen 
: Ber Mandella, data clerks. 
theatre which was joined by 35 other In the Pittsburgh exchange, C. C. 
Kellenberg becomes manager, suc- 


theatre owners. 
ceeding A. W. McCormick, who is 








New 


have been made. 


Decision of state supreme court 
reads in part, ‘In this scheme there 





fi ...|taking over the Beaver theatre, 

is present every element of the evils| powver Pa. on May 1. Several 

attendant upon mass gambling. others are moved up in this ex- 
change. 


Edgar Hollander, manager of ad 
sales in the New York branch, has 
been appointed supervisor of the 


Old Pix With Suds, 





Spreading Idea in N y eastern’ district, Elliott McManus 
°* **!'sueceeding him in the exchange. 
— !"*ceManus has been a contact man at 
Innovation of ancient films at Joe > h.o, 


INTERSTATE PLANS 


Zelli’s N. Y. nitery has started some- | 
thing of a vogue among lesser beer 
stubes with three new applications 
for special permits in hands of N. Y. 
license department. Those seeking 
to augment their suds are Silver 
Edge Tavern on East Tremont ave- 
nue, Bronx, Sully’s Shore Boat in 
Greenwich Village and another gin- 
nery as yet unopened, on West 125th 
Street. 

Use of films in such spots involves 
$5 monthly fee. Many more inquir- 
ies indicate the idea might spread 
during the summer months. 





The Interstate Circuit, now a per- 
manent 50-50 partnership between 
Paramount and the Karl Hoblitzelle- 
R. J. O'Donnell interests, is plan- 
ning an expansion program that will 


houses in the Texas territory. Except 
for Albuquerque, N. M., all of the 








. es Interstate theatres are within the 
Texas borders. 

CONDUCTOR Tmportance and strength of the 

VIOLINIST Interstate chain has been increased 

zmd Year—Shea’s | | during the past two years by the 


Buffalo 


mic 


construction of 12 new theatres, plus 
the acquisition of others from inde- 
pendent operators. 


Par’s Coast Huddles 


Neil F. Agnew was scheduled to 
plane last night (Tues.) for 
wood to huddle with Adolph Zukor, 
Bill LeBaron and others on the line- 
up for the 1937-38 season. Present 
plans call for a program of not less 











“Arno’s orchestral pres- 
entations are thrillingly dif- 
ferent.”"—Courier Express. 
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OWNER DARK BROADWAY OR AR1/ than 52 and not more than 60 fea- 
" MOVIE HOUSE, NEW YORK CITY | tures 
“ve excellent idea for six or twelve | : ne : 
weeks run popular movie feature. Will Bob Gillham went ahead for a 
nat le Promotion for 10 percent of | stopoff over the week-end in Kansas 
‘et profits, Write Box 16, care Variety, ‘ : 
ew York. wity, his home. 

=. 


for 
in ‘There Goes My Girl,’ sold Holmes the idea of a Spanish number, say- | 


with | 
process | 
being used is a radical departure from previous color photos of picture | 


Numerous sales promotions in 20th | 


ADDING 8 OR 10 MORE we: esencick.0%s 


(MG), dual revivals, big $2,600. 


Loew’s State (3,000; 15-25-40) 
‘Personal Property’ (MG) and ‘Pa- 
role Racket’ (Col), dual. Harlow- 


Taylor combo socko and mopping up | 


for smash $11,000. Last week, ‘May- 


time’ (MG), second, took fine $6,000. | 
(1,000; | 


Mary Anderson (Libson) 
15-25-40 )—‘Marked Woman’ (WB) 
(2d week). Bette Davis pic rated as 
best in town by cricks and on h. o. 


Stanza still mighty good at $3,800. 
Last week, $4,500, good. 
Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Bride | 


Comes Home’ (Par) and ‘Big Brown 
Eyes’ (Par), dual, splitting with ‘Rose 
of Rancho’ (Par) and ‘Woman Trap’ 
(Par), dual. Biz perking and headed 
$1,500, good. Last week, 


in Her Hands’ (FN) and 


Lonesome Pine’ (Par), dual, splitting | 
| with 


‘Love on a Bet’ (Radio) and 
“Too Many Parents’ (Par), dual, okay 
$1,400. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-25- 
40)—‘Internes Can’t Take Money’ 
(Par) and ‘Husband Lies’ (Par). dual. 


but still plenty okay. 


Roads to Town’ (20th) and ‘Sea 
Devils’ (RKO), dual, $8,500, big. 
Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15- 


25-40) —Top of Town’ (U). Best pic 





| this house has had in months and|_ Boyd — (2,400; = 40-55)—"Personal 
biz accordingly. swell $6,500. Last| Property’ (MG), Names of. stars 
week, ‘Love Is Young’ (U) and ‘Have | May offset so-so notices. At any 
Our Moments’ (U), dual, $3,300, poor. | rate, first week will gross $16,000, 
nice. Last week, ‘Maytime’ (MG), 

in fourth week, $14,500, terrific. 
| ° Earle (2,000; 25-40-55) — ‘When 
ncorporations Love Is Young’ (UJ) and vaude. Jan 





NEW YORK 
Albany. 
RKO Proctor Mt. Vernon Corp., New 
York; theatrical business; capital stock, 
| 10 shares, no par value Incorporators 
| Rew M. C. Pugh, 25 East 30th street 
} 
| 
} 





New York City; Rose Hornstock, 295 
Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn; Ruth Bishop, 
61 West 10th street, New York City. 
Geneva Restaurant Corp., 
amusements, dancing pavilions, 
rants; capital stock, 200 shares, no pat 
value. Incorporators: Cleo N. Frankis 
328 Pultney street, Geneva N Y 
| Stephen and Erma Anagnost, both of 454 
Washington street, Geneva, N. Y. 
I. T. Shows, Ine., Manhattan; carnival 


Geneva 
restau 


and amusement business in general; 
capital stock, 200 shares, no par value. 
Incorporators: Ann Epstein, Sara I 


Feinman, Sarah Stone, all of 9 Kast 40t1 
street, New York City. 

Benton-Schine Corp., Saratoga Springs: 
theatrical business; capital stock, 200 
shares, no par value. Incorporators;: 
William EK. Benton, 328 Broadway, 
toga Springs: John A. May, 40. 
Main street, Gloversville, N. Y.; Reba KEK. 
Ryan, 328 Broadway, Saratoga Springs 


capital stock, 
incorporators: 


motion picture business; 
100 shares, no par value. 





Alfred H. Weiss, 1600 Broadway, New 
York City: Charles A. Adami, 4435 Sher- 
wood road, Philadelphia, Pa.; Harry W, 


Bontemps, 1159 Princess avenue, Camden, 
N. J 


Sound Masters, Ine., New York: deal 
in motion pictures, picture records and 
films, all kinds of recordings, etc.; 
capital stock, 200 shares, no par value, 
Incorporators: W. French Githens, 277 
Park avenue, New York City; Harold 
EK. Wondsel, 1560 Broadway, New York 
(itv: Frank Carter Wood, Jr., 353 West 
56th street, New York City. 

Drydock Amusement Corp., 
tan; theatrical business; capital 
200 shares, $5 par value incorporators: 


Manhat- 


stock, 


Beity Finkelstein, Mate Heichman, 
Jeanne Greengold, all of 270 Madison 
avenue, New York City. 


Manhattan; 
amuse- 
no par 
Mahon, 
1482 Broadway, New York City; Leo J. 
Stewart, 207 East 48th street, New York 
City; Joseph J. Marrin, 1450 Broadway, 
New York City. 

Carefree Productions, Ine., Manhattan; 
operate theatres and places of amuse- 
ment; capital stock, 200 shares, $5 par 
value. Incorporators: Betty Finkel- 
stein. Kate Heichman, Jeanne Greengold, 


Mariette Production Corp., 
theatres and places of 

100 shares, 

Roger 





call for the building of eight or 10} 


all of 270 Madison avenue, New York 
City. 


New Star Grand Opera Co., Ine., New | 


York: operate theatres, present pageants, 


| dramas, ete.; capital stock, 100 shares, 
$100 par value Incorporators Kdward 
Rees, Bernard Perez, Edith Juvall, all 


| New 


ite gell 


| Skouras, 


Holly- | 


| 
| 
| 


New York City. 
Center, Ine., 
recreation 


of 152 West 42nd street, 

F. and C. Recreation 
Hastings-on-Hudson; operate 
centers, ete capital stock, 200 shares, 
$100 par value. Incorporators Hyman 
Weidenbaum, Theodore 38 Field and 
Lillian Weber, all of 1441 sroadway, 
York City. 


CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento, 

Village Theatre Corp.: 
shares, par value $10 
iseue 1,000 shares; permit 
Directors: Charles P 
Chartes A 
John 3B 


West wood 
capital 1,000 
permitted toe 
stock, 

Albert W Leeds 
Buckles George Topper and 
Bertero 

MCA County fr. A 
subscribed 
Taft 
Ross, 


Artists, 

capital stock $5,000 none 

Directors Jules ©. Stein, Chicago 

B. Schreiber, L. A.: N. Joseph 
\ 


County of 
sub- 


L, d 
Movie 
a3 
scribed 
cago; 
Joseph 


Corp. of America, 
Capital stock, $25,000, none 
Directors: Jules ©, Stein, 
Taft BKB. Schreiber, L. A.: and 
Ross, Il. A 


NY 
aN 


«. C. Burr Productions, Ine, L. A. 
County: capital stock, 100 shares, none 
subscribed Directors: Ww H. Gref, 


S. Butts, D. Rapp, of Holly wood, 


| Philly’s film houses have a flock of 
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Taylor-Harlow Good $16,000 Despite 
Philly Crix, But Other B. 0.’s Mild 


Philadelphia, April 20. 


new ones this week, but they do not 
look as strong, from a b.o. stand- 
point, as the recently departed flock, 
which included ‘Maytime,’ ‘History 
Is Made at Night’ and ‘Waikiki Wed- 
ding.’ Most attention is being fo- 
cused on the city’s latest roadshow, 
‘Captains Courageous,’ which pre- 





"| angle on its biz chances, 


‘Law | 
‘Trail of } 


Competish will cut it down to $5,200, | 
Last week, ‘50 | 


a snvanennenenns 


: | 
| 
| 


Subscribers, F. D. Thompson, R. Wal- 
lace, F. Barter, all of 40 North Main 
street, Gloversville, N. Y,. | 

Film Circulation Corp., Manhattan: 


(hie | 
' 





miered at the Locust Sunday night 
(18). Too soon to get much of an 
but the crix 
| raved. 

‘Love from a Stranger,’ Aldine’s 
| latest, got very neat notices on its 
| opening Saturday (17). Two houses 
with stage entertainment look no 
|} more than mild. Fox has ‘Internes 
Can’t Take Money’ on the screen and 
Arnold Johnson's band onstage, 
while Earle has “When Love Is 
| Young’ on the screen, with Jan Gar- 


| ber on stage. ‘Lost Horizon,’ mov- 
ing from the Chestnut to the Erlan- 
ger to continue its roadshows run 
after five fair-to-middling weeks, | 
}not doing a great deal of biz. but! 
holding on, with no final date a 
tioned vet. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Aldine (1,300; 40-55-65 )—Love | 
from Stranger’ (UA). Excellent no- | 
|tices and okay if not remarkable 
| $10,500 indicated: will hold. Last 
| week ‘History Made Night’ (UA), 


| third week, $7,200, fine. 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘Swing 
High’ (Par) (2d run). Looks good 
for healthy $3,000. Last week ‘Doc- 
tor’s Diary’ (Par) (2d run), floppo 
| $700 in three days, and out. 


Garber’s name should mean plenty, 
likely $17,500, good. Last week, ‘Mur- 





der Goes to College’ (Par) and 
vaude, Ted Lewis band, almost $16,- 
000, fair. 

Erlanger (2,000; 55-86-1.14-1.71) — 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). Started second 
week at this house Sunday night and 
seventh as roadshow offering in 


town. Reported $8,500, nice, last 
week, 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-65) ‘Interne 
Can't Take Money’ (Par) and stage 
show, Arnold Johnson's band. Fairly 
good $15,000 indicated Last week, 
|‘Marked Woman’ (WB) and stage 
show, $14,000, fairish. 

Keith’s (2,000; 20-40-50)—Waikiki 
Wedding’ (Par) (2nd run). Should 


get very neat $3,200. Last week, ‘7th 
Heaven’ (20th), disappointed, $2,500 
in six days. 

Locust (1,300; 55-86-1.14-1.71) 
‘Captains Courageous’ (MG). Pre- 
miered here Sunday night (18). No- 
tices good and should do big, but too 
early to tell. Last week, ‘Good Earth’ 
(MG), eighth week as roadshow, 
$8,500. 

Stanley (3,700: 
Town’ (U). Got 
holding. Last week, ‘Waikiki Wed- 
ding’ (Par), six days, okay $10,500. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-50)—‘Promise 


40-55) ‘Top of 
hot $15,500 and 


to Pay’ (Col). Rather uncertain. 
Mebbe poor $5,200. Last week, 
‘Parole Racket’ (Col), about the 
same, 


BALABAN AND FREEMAN 


‘TO CHI ON B&K MEET 


Chicago, April 20. 

Balaban & Katz board of directors 
meeting being held here’ today 
(Tuesday), brought both Barney 
Balaban and Y. Frank Freeman, of 
Paramount, to town. 

General o.o. of situations 
scheduling purpose of confabs, 


and 


| 
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New York Theatres 


LECT UEPRETURE LRT RROwe HL 
SANA PRGa! Fok PL aROREERR AA Oed) | O8KK: 




















CAPITOL kx 


JEAN HARLOW 
ROBERT TAYLOR 


“PERSONAL 
PROPERTY” 








Her best since “Of Human Bondage'’-—Times 
Bette DAVIS in ‘Marked Woman’ 


Bway & 47th St, 


“@xhgana 


Ipm, 9:50 am 


SPECIAL MIDNIGHT SHOW TONIGHT 








ANN HARDING 
BASIL RATHBONE in 


“LOVE FROM A 
STRANGER” 

















1th Av. & Seth B. 


ROXY 


ALL To 
smats2? 4 P.M. 


“WAKE UP 
AND LIVE” 


On the Stage: 
JOHN STEELE 
8 SAILORS 
MILES & KOVER 

















LESLIE 
SHEARER *® HOWARD 


NORMA 


“ROMEO & JULIET” 


VAUDEVILLE 
‘$0 HOKACK HEIDT & ORCH 








om MUSIC HALL 


‘‘A STAR 
IS BORN’”’ 




















‘Swing High-Swing Low’ | 





| ’ IN TECHNICOLOR 
ARTISTS R ! V O L Rath St Spectacular Stage Productions 
| 
’ P/ | ome 1| Aste. nw 
|| ARAMOUN SQUARB ASTO 
hit Bway. at 45th St. 
r _ All Seats Reserved | 
Twice Dally, 2:45, 8:45, 
Sun. & Hol, 3:00, 
| 6:00, 8:45. Midnite 









. » 
|| With LOMBARD and MaeWURRAY ||| Show Set. Prices (plus 
at || Sun, & Hol.) Se to 
| —ON THE STAGE— | $1. Fires ic to $2.) 
| _ 4 , j Paturday Midnite and 
LOUIS AKMSTRONG AND HIS i] Bunday 6 P.M., 50¢ to : 
cst | 1.50 4 
j OKCHESTRA b —_ UF 





Roach Fetes Sales Crew 


Hollywood, April 20. 

Hal Roach will toss a _ dinner- 
dance night of May 5 on the ‘Topper’ | 
set for delegates and guests attend- | 
ing the annual Metro sales powwow 
opening here May 2, 

Roach and Metro players will par- 
ticipate in the entertainment, 














YOU’RE IN the ARMY NOW 


Directed by RAOUL WALSH 
° ° B'wa 

sew Criterion (.2."| 25c 

te | p.m, 


Doors open 9 a.m.—Midnight Shows 
April 22 


Edw. G.R 0 BINS 0 N tm the City” 








Starts Thursday, 
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MR. 


(About your new 





You didn’t fool us 
about “ROSE MARIE” 
Jan. 1, 1936 


“Sneak previewed ROSE 
MARIE at Pomona last night. 
Sensational reception. You can 

‘ proceed with one hundred per 
cent promises to theatres for 
big success.” 





You were too modest 
about”GREAT ZIEGFELD” 
March 9, 1936 


“First sneak preview GREAT 
ZIEGFELD held at Oakland. 
It will make box-office history.” 

















You came clean about 
“AFTER THE THIN MAN” 
Nov. 11, 1936 


“Just screened AFTER THE 
THIN MAN in projection 
room. All promises for out- 
standing entertainment can 
be safely made now.”’ 











You gave us the tip-off 
on “MAYTIME” 
March 4, 1937 








“Previewed MAYTIME at 
Grauman’s Chinese last night 
to terrific acclaim. Tell all ex- 
hibitors they can ballyhow this 
to the limit.” 








YOU WOUL 














FOOLUS © 





TROMBERG! 


M-G-M picture “NIGHT MUST FALL”) 


FLASH! 


FROM HUNT STROMBERG IN HOLLYWOOD 


66Sneak previewed NIGHT MUST FALL last night 


with audience reaction surpassing our highest hopes 
and predictions stop Audience was like man on the 
flying trapeze stop They were doing mental and 
emotional acrobatics all through the picture with 
gasps and screams vying with roars of laughter 
throughout eleven thousand feet and the result be- 
comes all the more remarkable in view of this footage 
stop Seldom can dramatic stories hold up in such 
length but when the audience sits spellbound through 
the entire screening nature must take its course stop 
Montgomery’s new characterization was like blast of 
dynamite with explosions in every other scene stop 
They thought we were kidding at first and all you 
could hear was buzzing and figuring stop Then 
when they realized that we were giving the screen 
possibly its most startling departure from common 
place characterization and story they took all the 
curves and dips with us hanging on for dear life 
as though riding a scenic railway stop Sincerely 
believe this picture great showmanship opportunity 


and urge all theatres to start talking about it now99 


AND OH BOY! YOU CAN 
TAKE HIS WORD FOR IT! 
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RADIO'S SHARECROPPERS 








Cliff Soubier, Fugitive from NBC, 


Becomes Test Case on Artists’ Pact 


Los Angeles, April 20. 
Superior Court Judge Sproul 
has under advisement suit of NBC 
artists bureau against Cliff Soubier 
after a trial lasting a week. 
Frederick Leusckner, NBC attor- 
ney, handled the case for network. 





Chicago, April 20. 

Sid Strotz, head of Central Divi- 
sion NBC program dept., left here 
last week for Coast, to be on hand 
when NBC’s suit against Cliff Sou- 
bier, former Chicago actor, for an 
alleged breach of contract comes 
up. Suit is to be in the nature of 
a test case to determine whether or 
not the contracts by which NBC 
binds its artists for exclusive serv- 
ices are legal. 

Long been some discussion about 
their legality since the network’s 
contracts call for exclusive service 
by artist, yet guarantee them no 
stipulated amount of work or salary, 
and this will be the first time a 
suit against a performer has been 
brought by the chain, despite many 
alleged jumping of contracts. 

Soubier case is based on an al- 
leged leaving of Chicago, and con- 
tractual obligations to NBC here, 
without permission of the network. 
Performer claims that move was 
necessary because $150 weekly was 
clipped from his salary by moving 
Campana’s ‘First Nighter’ program 
to Coast. and the disbanding of 
‘WENR Minstrels,’ and that the net- 
work refused to give him work to 
replace that which he lost. 


WOR in Speedy Deals 
For Sports Pick-Ups 


Crawford Clothes in an eleventh 
hour deal got the exclusive rights 


to broadcast yesterday’s (Tues.) 
opening game of the Brooklyn Dodg- 
ers and the N. Y. Giants. Event was 
in Brooklyn and the station, WOR, 
Newark. It was the first time a spon- 
sored mike had gained entry into the 
Dodgers’ ball park. Team’s owner 
has been offered as high as $75,000 
for the season's broadcast rights. 

Curious co-incidence about the 
WOR-Dodgers setup was that it was 
to this game that NBC invited radio 
eds in and around New York, while 
the network itself was airing the 
opening clash of the N. Y. Yankees 
and Washington Senators. 

Last week WOR shared with Mu- 
tual the hockey playoff from Detroit, 
another sports commercial closed on 
the run with only a few hours to 


Spare between contract and broad- 
cast. 











Maestros Sans Musicians 
Draws J. C. Petrillo’s Nix 


Chicago, April 20. 
James C. Petrillo and the Chicago 
Federation of Musicians put a crimp 
in a proposed plan of the J. Walter 
Thompson agency here to use vari- 
Ous headline band-leaders as ether 
8uests for interview purposes only. 
Petrillo and Union ruled that band 


leaders couldn’t make ‘celebrity’ ap- 
bearances, 








Hart Sued for Slander 


Louisville, April 20. 

James J. Hart, until three weeks 
ago a commentator on WAVE, under 
Sponsorship of Falls City Brewing 
Co., was jointly named in a slander 
Suit with Moses Fort, publisher of 
the Louisville Democrat, a political 
weekly, by Mayor Neville Miller, 
and his brother, Shackleford Miller. 


Hart formerly conducted a gossip | 


column in the defunct Herald-Post, 
after which he aired thrice weekly 
for the local beer concern. His 
broadcast effort was comparatively 
Tee of gossip material, and con- 
Sisted mostly of local anecdotes and 


incidents in the early life of the 
city, 








Gum It, M’ Dear 


Hollywood, April 20. 

English stage and screen star 
begged off from a radio guest 
shot, giving as her reason ‘a 
nawsty cold.’ What really hap- 
pened was that she shipped her 
store teeth back east for re- 
pairs. 

Return trip of the food chop- 
pers was delayed. 


Taken West by 
Agency, Fired, 
Asks $19,806 











Los Angeles, April 20. 
Hal Fimberg, radio writer, last 
week filed suit against Ruthrauff & 
Ryan agency for $19,806 damages for 


asserted contract breach. He was 
dropped several weeks ago after 
working on scripts of Al Jolson 
show. 


In his complaint, Fimberg stated 
that the agency took him off job in 
its N. Y. office and sent him to the 
Coast at $200 a week as writer-pro- 
ducer, assertedly guaranteeing at 
least one year’s employment. 
Agency dismissed him without cause 
after 10 weeks, he charges. 

Fimberg further alleges that the 
agency promised him full charge of 
the Jolson show after he had a deal 
on with Ken Murray to script his 
new program for 26 weeks at $175 
for the first 13 and $200 for the con- 
cluding 13. He said he called off the 
deal after he received the R & R 
offer. 

Damages to cover cost of moving 
his family, servant and furnishings 
from the east are included in the ac- 
tion. He alleged that the agency 
promised to take care of all expenses 
incurred in making the change in 
residence. 

Frederick Leuschner, NBC attor- 
ney on the Coast, filed the action 
and also secured a compromise set- 
tlement of the contract of Cecil Un- 
derwood with the agency. Under- 
wood recently was taken off the Jol- 
son broadcast and supplanted by Bill 
Bacher and Tiny Ruffner. 


HUBERT GACOS HEADS 
U.P. COAST RADIO 


San Francisco, April 20. 

New head of the United Press’ 
radio circuit on the Coast is Hubert 
Gagos, who joined the UP force 
Monday after three years as news 
editor and station relations man for 
the Northern California Broadcast- 
ing System (KJBS, KQW). Gagos, 
after a couple of weeks at the local 
office of the association, will move 
to Los Angeles to head the radio 
bureau. 

San Francisco loop of the UP radio 
circuit has been in operation since 
February: Circuit is expected to be 
extended shortly to take in all UP 
clients in the western territory. At 
present three stations in Los An- 
geles, one in Bakersfield and three 
in the San Francisco bay area are 
being served. 











Camera Nut Hosts Others 
Wichita, Kan., April 20. 

Radio station KANS held ‘Candid 
Camera Night’ Tuesday. No visitor 
was admitted to studios during half- 
hour unless he or she was equipped 
with camera. Dancers and musicians 
on program were subjects for snaps 
made possible by specially installed 
lighting. Informal proceedings broad- 
cast and prizes awarded. 

Herb Hollister, KANS manager, is 
a camera nut. 
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Idea Men on Sustaining Pay- | 
roll Find It Nearly Impos- | 
sible to Beat the Book- | 
keeper — Accumulated | 
Charges of All Kinds | 


Piled on Writer-Producers | 





TREADMILL | 


become | 


Sharecropper 
intrenched in 


has 
broadcasting, despite | 
the money-making strides taken by | 
the industry. 


idea 


Feeling the yoke more 
than performing talent are the writ- 
ers on a number of indie stations. 
Cotton pickin’ doesn’t compare with 
the pickin’s several of these outlets 
try for through the contracts they 
make with writers. Some of these 
agreements stipulate a 33 1/3% 
commission for the station, even 
after the latter has deducted all prior 
costs of promotion and_ publicity 
and all salaries paid to artists while 
the program was on a _ sustaining 
basis. 





getting out from under. 


books, the charges against 
sharecropper-writer’s program 
so greai that all the gravy of several 
years of national commercial spon- 
sorship couldn’t take care of the ac- 
cumulated debt. Writer has no say 
about the charges posted in the 
ledger. Anything can come under 


and the creator of the program has 
to like it, or else. 


Finally Sponsored 


One recent case in point involves 
a writer-producer who had been on 
the station’s payroll for three years 
accepting a nominal sum, hoping that 
one of his shows would be sold to a 
national account. One program which 
he had been dickering with for a 
couple of years was finally sold in 
transcription form. When the settle- 
ment came he found that the accu- 
mulated charges against the show on 
the station’s books were so great that 
two more like it would have to be 
sold before he could even call it 
even. 

If one of -hese sharecropper pro- 
grams does go network commercial, 
the pinch becomes onerous, as the 
station head wants to get all charges 
out of the money derived from the 
commercial for the initial 13 weeks. 
In case the option is not picked up. 

In the meantime the writer-pro- 
ducer has two alternatives: either try 
to effect a settlement with the sta- | 
tion »%perator and pay heavily for his 
release, or go on planting new crops | 
and take as his share the same old 
sustaining wage. 





Ben Bernie’; N, Y. Dates 
Ben Bernie comes to New York 
early in May for three weeks of 
broadcasting American Can program. 
Will put his weekly broadcast on 


are | 


| 


the head of promotion and publicity, | 





the air May 4, 11 and 18 from N. Y. 


Los Angeles, April 20. 
Marx, 
Federal grand jury indictments be- 


Groucho and Chico facing 


cause of alleged copyright violation, | 
are expected to enter pleas this 
week. The charge is a misdemeanor. | 

Complaint was brought by Carroil | 
and Garrett Gruham, screen writers, | 
who charge the Marx brothers used | 
their script, ‘The Hollywood Adven- | 
tures of Mr. Dibble and Mr. Dabble.’ | 





Groucho, Chico Marx Accused on 


Fed Charge They Filched Script 


Is Trade Name of Radio Act 


Assignable in Bankruptcy? 





‘No Local Arabs’ 


WIBM, Jackson, Mich., has 
one of radio’s most unique let- 
terheads. Gives complete 
synopsis of its program facili- 
ties and policies. Pay off, print- 
ed right on the letterhead, is 
this nifty house rule: 

‘No local Arabs with guitars 
allowed.’ 











|} and 


MacQuarrie Tours 
Am Skit, Will Pluck 


Talent for Warners 


Hollywood, April 20. 
Washing up his Chase & Sanborn 
contract May 2, Haven MacQuarrie 
takes his ‘Do You Want to Be an 


As the system actually operates, | Actor?’ skit on the road for 12 or 
there isn’t a chance of the writer | 14 weeks. 
Since the | himself a Warners director, he will 
station operator is the keeper of the | round up talent and audition them 
the | at 

| 


Given the right to call 


the point of discovery. 

In each town visited, MacQuarrie 
will pick the most outstanding player 
at the close of the tour will 
bring them in a group to the War- 
ners studio for screen tests. 

Martin Gosch, Warners radio con- 
tact, will work with MacQuarrie on 
the tyros and frame units to tour 
the picture houses after the am in- 
structor goes back on the air in the 
fall. 

MacQuarrie opens his tour ‘in the 
midwest May 7 and brings it to a 
close in New York. Coast will be 
passed up as MacQuarrie has ap- 
peared at the Warners theatres here. 


Jerry Cooper Set 


Philadelphia, April 20. 

Jerry Cooper has been signed by 
F. Wallis Armstrong agency to take 
over the emceeing spot on Holly- 
wood Hotel after Fred MacMurray 
takes his leave (30). 

Contract is for 13 weeks with the 
usual optional renewals. Cooper is 
a baritone and has also been doub- 
ling as Jack Randolph for transcrip- 
tions. 








Ford Buys ‘Bingo Bango’ 
Hollywood, April 20. 
Henry Ford has bought Charles 
Kenyon’s play, ‘Bingo Bango,’ for 
radio use. 
Comedy was written during the 
World War for doughboy amuse- 
ment. 


Hazel Glenn Joins Lysol 
Hazel Glenn has joined the Lysol 
program as soloist. Dr. Allan Dafoe 
continues as the Canadian cut-in 
headliner and Buck McPhail’s nurs- 
ery orchestra rides on. 
Lennen & Mitchell. 


claim they copyrighted the script in 


April, 1934, and had conferred with 


the comedians about it on several 
occasions, 
Charges followed a civil suit 


filed by the Grahams against the 
Marxes demanding $26,000 damages. 
Trial of this suit is set for April 27 
In answering the suit, the Marxes 
contended that the script had been 
written by Al Boasberg in collabora- 
tion with the Grahams, and that they 


over KHJ last September Grahams’ had his permission to use it. 


Attorney Asks Court to Rule 


Legal question of whether the 
trade name of a theatrical group is 
a property value has been raised 
in an action against Charles Day, 
bankrupt. Attorney Reuben Caidin, 
acting for Martin Goldman, trustee 
in bankruptcy for Day, asserts that 
The Eaton Boys is a property and 
that Day is the owner and therefore 
the Eaton Boys, as such, can be as- 
signed to the trustee in bankruptcy 
as an asset of Day's. 

United States Circuit Court of 
Appeals indicated Monday (19) it 
would allow an appeal to be made 
from a decision of the lower court 
which took the position that ‘Eaton 


Boys’ was merely descriptive and 
not property. Three-judge appeals 
court is receptive to having the 


‘novel and new point of law’ adjudi- 
cated. If the matter is eventually 
decided it will affect the legal status 
of other radio groups such as the 
Revelers, the Charioteers, Seven G's, 
etc. 

Cited to the court by Caidin were 
several cases involving property 
rights in billing. ‘Aunt Jemima’ (Tess 
Gardell) action against General 
Foods hinged on a similar question. 
NBC action setting up the conten- 
tion that a ‘property right inde- 
pendent of the services’ of Graham 
McNamee had become vested in the 
network was also cited as were cases 
involving “The Street Singer’ (Arthur 
Tracy) and the title ‘Ziegfeld Fol- 
lies’ for which Billie Burke paid 
$5,000, through the Surrogate, to the 
estate of her late producer-husband. 


JOE E. BROWN AS RADIO 
SPORTCASTER IN CHI 


Chicago, April 20. 
WIND will use name guests along 
with its regular announcers on the 
baseball series for Post Toasties 
(General Foods), with the arrange- 
ment being similar to the one which 
will prevail on WJJD, while airing 
the games this season in behalf of 
Kellogg's. Ed Walsh and Hack 
Wilson are each set to do a week 
for the Toasties account, as sidekicks 

to Russ Hodges, staff gamecaster. 
In the case of the WIND base- 





balling, Joe E. Brown has been 
booked to share the mike for a 
week, starting today (20). Brown 


flew in from the Coast where he did 
a broadcast for the Lux theatre the 
night before (19). 


WHN, WMCA Ex-N AB. 


WHN, New York, has resigned its 
membership in the National A ‘ia- 
tion of Broadcasters. It mak the 
second of the leading New York 
indies which has quit the associa- 
tion, the other being WMCA. 

Herbert Pettey, WHN v.p. said 
the move had been made for econ- 
omy reasons, 





Shep | Treube to | L. A. 


Shep Traube has quit as p.a. for 
Air Features, Inc., producing outfit 
for Blackett-Sample-Hummert shows 
in N. Y., to go to the Coast as story 
sampler for Republic Picts. Went out 
on a contract. 

Jack Keller has stepped in at Air 
Features. 





six months’ 


Lugs Waxing East 
Hollywood, April 20. 
Don Becker of Transamerican, 
| goes east this week with transcrip- 
|tions of the first and 10th episodes 
of “The Uncrowned King,’ a serializa- 
| tion of the swashbuckling Lawrence 
| of Arabia. Lionel Atwell has the title 
|role supported by Lionel Belmore, 
|Gayne Whitman, Walter Maher, 
| Walter Soderling, Han Konreid, Fred 
Harrington and Madeleine Lee. 
Choir of 16 voices was used instead 
of an orchestral backup for the ef- 


fects. 
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ublisher Slaps Back at NBC; 
$25 to Play Restricted Tune 


NBC last week showed a disposi- 
tion to amend its rule against the 
use of restricted numbers on 
taining and remote control programs 


sus- 


afier the Jack Robbins publishing | Jingle contest conducted by 
combine (MGM) had retaliated with | Crazy Water Crystals on Geor- 
a demand that the network pay for | gia Crackers show over WHKC 
restricted composition which aj; and the new Buckeye network 
commercial wanted to air. Score in- has been discontinued. In spite 
volved was ‘Comic Strip’ and the | f daily cash prizes, stunt was 
program was Coronet Magazine's, | floppo. 
broadcast over the blue (WJZ) link Same program, however, drew 
Friday nights. Jack Bregman, the more than 3.500 letters in one 
Robbins group's general manager, week in answer to offer of free 


asked for a fee of $25, and got it. 
Bregman had figured on resorting 
to trump card of this sort ever 
since he was informed that the ban 
on restricted works included stand- 
ard numbers and legit production 
scores. Following the ‘Comic Strip’ 
incident it learned from NBC 
that the restricted number rule 
would be readjusted to meet what 
termed ‘equitable require- 
ments’ and to avoid doing injury to 
publishers’ interests. John Royal, 
NBC program chief, declared that 
the network would use its own 
judsment on the crediting of show 
and standard tunes and ‘see that they 
got the right kind of treatment.’ He 
said that he was mainly interested 
in protecting radio from abuse by 
song pluggers and music publishers. 


was 


was as 


| 
| 
| 





Jingles Too Literary 


Columbus, April 20. 





picture of the cast. 

Conclusion drawn by network 
officials it that listeners who 
buy product know what a pic- 
ture but jingle had ‘em 
stumped. 


1S, 











New Fame Perks 


Old Recordings 
of Burns, Others 





Retaliation 

Bregman, whose authority includes 
ihe Robbins Music Corp., the Miller 
Music Co. and Leo Feist, Inc., de- 
clared that while a goodly portion of 
these firms’ works did not come 
within the purview of the rights 
granted by ASCAP to Hhicensees he 
had always been inclined: to allow 
free use of them. Now that the net- 
work, said Bregman, seeks to hamper 
his concerns there is no reason why 
they should be of service or make 
available the type of material for 
which no performances are asked 
but which greatly enrich the musical 
value of a program. Publishers, ex- 
plained Bregman, have invested 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in 
this class of standard“and symphonic 
material, with the idea only of giving 
prestige to their catalogs and provid- 


ing a loss leader which might help | 


in getting them a plug for current 
re!cases, 

Publishers, Bregman asserted, have 
as legitimate business foundations as 
the networks and the.fact that NBC 
doesn't like the way plugs are ob- 
tained offers no _ justification for 
pushing the publishers around. Breg- 
man stated that, until Royal relents 
in his stand and agrees to meet with 


five or six representative publishers | 
general airing of grievances | 


for a 
the Robbins group will insist upon 
exira payment for the use of certain 
siandard and show works. Com- 
posers whose manuscripts this policy 


will include are Ferde Grofe, Rube 
Bloom, Eastwood Lane, Dominico | 
Savino, Hugo Frey, Peter DeRose, | 
Dana Suesse, Lou Alter and Lee 
Sims. 


Brezman added that he is not in- 
sisiing that NBC sustainers mention 
ihe source of Robbins-owned re- 
siricited tsnes but that he does feel 
jusiified in asking that the titles of 
ihe songs themselves be broadcast. 


Waring Appeal Up 


Philadelphia, April 20. 

Appeal from Fred Waring injunc- 
tion to prevent WDAS from playing 
lus records will be argued before 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court, sitting 
in City Hall, Philly, tomorrow (21). 

Fight is actually being made by 
National Association of Broadcasters. 
using WDAS as test because Waring 
ori* mally requested injunction 
against this outlet. N. A. B. repre- 
sented by William A. Schnader, for- 
mer attorney general. Speiser and 
S-ciser doing mouthpiece job and 
Waring. 


Mrs. Powers Bosses KOL 
Seattle, April 20. 
Mrs. Marguerite Powers, who has 
been in the continuity department of 
KOL, Seattle, has been advanced to 
mrnagement. 
Came here from KYRO, Aberdeen 
ard other Washington stations, 
where she produced and wrote. 


Mason’s Jeb at Ayer 
Graham Mason has become time 
buyer for the Philadelphia office of 
N. W. Ayer. 
}'s predecessor, Mason McQuire, 
is ow an exec on the Kellogg ac- 
count 


| depositions 


Chicago, April 20. 
Re-recording and rearrangement 
of a number of old ether discs by 
Radio Transcription Co. of America 
here has resulted in a series of 26 
platters of 15-minute periods each 


| 


SEATTLE AGENCY EXPANDS 
Mullins Joins beiid—Tews's First 
Client Reom 





Seattle, April 20. 
Seattle’s first remote audition 
room set at Izzard Co. This agency 
will hook in to the major studios of 
the city, and clients will be handled | 
direct without a visit to the stations | 





| as in the past. 


| 


using names now prominent in radio } 


biz. Under the tag of ‘Hollywood 
Spotlight.” waxings ~-include ~Bob: 
Burns. Don Wilson, Radio Rogues, 


Phil Harris and orchestra. 
These are remakes of an old series 


before Burns had clicked in radio 
and pix, and before Wilson and Har- 
ris had become associated with the 





Jack Benny show. 
Gedge Dies at 53 
Detroit, April 20. 
W. Wright Gedge, 53, general 
manager of WMBC here and a di- 
rector of National Assn. of Broad- 


casters, died at his home Thursday 
(15) of pneumonia following a 
| week's illness. Funeral = services 
were held here Saturday (17), with 
burial in Cincinnati Monday (18)). 
Gedge became manager in 1929. 


‘Moon’ Mullins, formerly head of | 


Sage & Mullins, another local agen- | 


cy specializing in radio accounts, has 
closed his office and joins Izzard as 
an officer. with his staff in charge of 
radio. With this expansion agency 
has also moved to larger quarters. 


RADIO EDITORS 
PROMOTION 
BIG BUST 


Hollywood, April 20. 
Angeles radio editors pro- 
‘Kilocycle Toppers’ show 
benefit show Saturday night in 
Shrine auditorium. Coin was to 
have been pooled to finance N. Y. 
trip of four editors and their baby 
star selection, Maurine O’Connor. 
Boys ran up nut of $4,000 and fin- 
ished $300 in red. So trip has been 
called off. 

Editors 


Los 


moted as 


made mistake of letting | 
CBS run show, causing others to} 
lay off. Boys loaded their columns 
with come-on but dialers refused to 
nibble. 


N. Y. SALES PROMOTERS: 





HOLDING FIRST MEETING 


which were recorded several years | 





Sales promotionalists employed by 


New York radio stations and net- 
works are. scheduled to meet at 
luncheon today (Wed.) at the Hotel 
| Victoria It's something that may 
evolve into a_ bi-weekly luncheon 
group. 


Sponsor of Jerry Buckley, station's | 


commentator who was murdered in 
1930, Gedge tock on Buckley’s work 
| after latter's 
until about a year ago. 

Born in Covington, Ky., in 1883, 
| Gedge is survived by his widow, 
| Edith Walker King Gedge: two sons, 


daughter, Adelaide. 


Don Gilman to N. Y. 


San Francisco, April 20. 
Problem of National Broadcasting 


Company expansion in Hollywood 
will be thrashed out with Prexy 
Lenox R. Lohr and other network 


execs in New York City when Don 


E. Gilman, vice-prexy in charge of 
| the Western division, goes East this 


i week. 

| Gilman leaves Wednesday (21) and 
expecied to be away several 

weeks. 


Substitution of Documents at 
Gets Attention From Examiner Hill 


Washington, April 20. 
Throwing official light on the sen- 
FAAS 
substitution 





sational incident which 


| of papers in 
official government records, Ex- 
aminer George H. Hill registered op- 
position to the application of Rich- 
ard M. Castro, Johnson City, Tenn., 


in- 
volved 


for a 1,200 k.c. local transmitter. 
Castro. originally proprietor of a 
radio repair service, has been con- 


nected with several stations, includ- 
ing WCHS, Charleston, W. Va., and 
| WSAZ, Huntington, W. Va. 

| Making no reference to the fact 
that the F.C.C. rebuked Castro’s 
, counsel, George H. Smith, or that a 
committee currently is probing the 
| Situation, the examiner related in 
| detail the wrangling over certain 
offered to support the 


death and continued | 


| 


Initiative in bringing the idea 
thinker-uppers into one hall at one 
time came from Ted Oberfelder, of 
Hearst. Among those expected are 
Jimmy James, Vic Ratner, Lester 
Gottlieb, Bob Schmidt, Joe Creamer, 
Al Rose, Herb Petty, Sid Schwartz 
and Leon Goldstien. 

N. Y. has the only numerical con- 
centration of radio sales promotional 
kiddies in the country. 





Japan Budget $10,000,000 


Tokyo, April 5. 
of Japan 





Directors 


of $10,000,000, 
three 


to be spent in next 


Broadcasting | 
_ Corp. yesterday (26) voted a budget 
|W. Wright. Jr.. and Charles, and a 


| tary John Reynolds. 


years on improvement of | 
equipment and for additional sta- 
tions. Plan is to have a station of 


some sort in each of the 43 prefec- 


| tures, by 1940, presumably to handle 
| the Olympics. 








Portion of funds will also be used 
for extending Television 
ments. 
ue ( 

Gracie Fields Had a Cold 
Gracie Fields, English 





tel due to a cold. 
Skedded with Bernie and Winchell 


comedi- | 
| enne, off last week’s Hollywood Ho- 


| vote for Berger, 


Trumpet Players Get Billing 





Policy of Personal Mention for Individual 
Musicians Widespread 





Bogus ‘Mr. Sarnoff’ 


For some months the lads on 
the night news and press desks 
at NBC have been ultra nice to 
‘Mr. Sarnoff, who has been 
making phone calls inquiring 
sports results. NBC boys bent 
over backward pleasing until 
last week when it was discov- 
ered ‘Mr. Sarnoff’ wasn’t David 
Sarnoff. 


Habitually, if info phoner 
wanted wasn’t available, NBC 
night crew would call back 


after breaking into sweats dig- 
ging up the dope wanted. The 
number at which ‘Mr. Sarnoff?’ 
could be reached was far out on 
Long Island. Then someone 
discovered that ‘the’ Mr. Sarn- 
off was living in town. 


Stalled Since Nov. 











Bob Berger Looks 


Due for More 


Jashington, April 20. 
Although he has powerful political 


backing, Bob Berger is encountering | 
-obstacles in campaign for the secre-,| 


WILL OSBORNE DISCS FOR 


taryship of the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission. Stalling act has} 
continued since last November, and | 
end is not yet in sight. 

Opposition comes from F. C. C.}| 


members of both parties, who dis- | 
like the idea of taking a Democratic | 


National Committee worker for ex- 
ecutive officer at a time when so 
much fire is being directed at the 
Commish on grounds of political 
abuses. Berger foes point out that 
employment of Herb Pettey, who 
held 
before joining the old Radio Com- 
mission in 1933, proved embarrassing 
and supplied Republicans with con- 
siderable oratorical ammunition. 
Attempt to silence balKers is being 


| made by Berger’s pals, who are un- 


derstood to have pressured Chairman 


| Anning S. Prall into supporting him. 
| Originally Prall tried to get political 


clearance papers for another candi- 
date, but could not convince Post- 
master General Farley, chairman of 
Democratic committee, to bless a 
rival. Since then Prall has private- 
ly urged other Commissioners to 
although at one 
time he sounded out colleagues re- 
garding promotion of Acting Secre- 
Latter 


interested in permanent advance- 


| ment unless the former civil service 


protection for the job is restored. 


Effort made recently to bring the | 


| proposition to a vote, but, with both 


experi- | 





this Friday (23). 


Democrats and Republicans looking 
askance. Prall dropped the subject. 
Looks like the stall will continue 
until Congress goes home, although 
Bergerites are still trying to force 
an immediate showdown. 





Patricia Cooke in dramatic mono- 





Johnson City plea. He went into the 
substitution of carbon copies for | 
originals, deposit of mail for the | 
F.C.C. with a building guard, and | 


eventual exclusion of the contested | 


| affidavits from consideration as evi- | 


———— 


dence. 

According to Hill’s report, Attor- | 
ney Smith inserted signed copies of | 
the original unsigned depositions 
late on the day before the hearing 


was scheduled. an act which the 
examiner tagged as improper and 


which caused him to sustain a mo- 
tion by John B. Brady, counsel for 
the Johnson City Broadcasting Co., 
to suppress the documents. 

While he quoted conflicting state- 
ments by the opposing lawyers, Hill 
rendered no opinion whether the 
second set of papers was different 
from the originals. Brady was 





| summary. 


| tution 
| the custom of delivering mail for the 
| F.C.C. to a National Park Service | 


Fee 


logue series at WICC, Bridgeport. 





o 


corresponding Democratic job} 


is not} 


Giving of program billing to free- 
lance musicians (not leaders) in 
dance combinations has become a 
common practice with network com- 
mercials. Leaders and ad agencies 
have found that the credit 
helps keep these instrumental spe- 
cialists from taking assignments on 
competitive programs. With th 
services in great demand, some of 
the freelancers are also in a position 
to demand this billing and get it. 

It has been only recently that 
agencies and sponsors have become 
aware of these individual musici: 
to the point where they were co: 
sidered worthy of special billing. 
Hardly any commercial netw: 
schedule is run off these nighis 
without several of them according 
mention to one or more freelance 
musicians in the band. Most of 
these men are paid well above the 
union scale, with some of them even 
collecting substantial bonuses, but 
the major compensation is the bi: 
it can give those who have or have 
had ambitions to be maestros in their 
own right. 

Among those given frequent men- 
tion on the air through commercial 


an e 


program connections are Charles 
Magante, accordionist; Louis Ra- 
derman, violinist; Casper Reardon, 


harpist; Adrian Rollini, vibraphonist, 

;and such trumpet players as Manny 

| Klein, Charles Margulies and Sylves- 

| ter Ahola. Last three have had a 

| special spot set aside for them on 

tonight’s (Wednesday) Fred Allen- 
ristol-Myers show. 








JEAN GROMBACH ACCT. 


Will Osborne orc will cut 13 e. t.’s, 
| with option for 26 more, of 15 mins. 
duration for Fashion First, Inc. 
| Sponsor will spot the discs on flock 
of as yet unselected stations around 
| the country, starting date to be late 
July. 

Jean Grombach will produce; 
Frank Cooper set the Osborne crew. 





Visiting 
In New York 
Harshburger, 











Dema Los 
Angeles. 
Jack Votion, NBC, Los Angeles. 
Nat Vincent. KSO, Los Angeles. 
Grant Merrill, KOMO, Seattle. 
Nate Colwell, McGillvra, Toronto. 


NEC, 


Tom Gooch, KRLD, Dallas. 
William Gillespie, KTUL, Tulsa. 
| ©. C. Council, WDMC, Dur- 
ham, N. C. 


John Blair, Chicago. 
L. B. Wilson, WCKY, Cincy. 





G. C. Willings, WCOA, Texacola, 
| Fla. 

P. L. Jackson, KOIN, Portland, 
| Ore. 
| OD. J. Sterling, KOIN, Portland, 
Ore. 


S. R. Winch, KOIN, Portland, Ore. 
O. L. Tripe. KOIN, Portland, Ore. 


Fred A. Glover, WHEC, Roches- 
ter, N. Y. 

John Db. Ewing, KWKH, Shreve- 
port. 


F. A. Miller, WSBT, South Bend, 
Ind. 


David E. Smiley, WDAE, Tampa, 
Fla. 

Henry F. Blake, WIBW, Topeka, 
Kan. 

Marco Morrow, WIBW, Topeka. 
Kan. 


W. E. Macfarlane, WGN, Chicago. 





| 


than 50 pages of the official records | 
apparently contained material} 
changes. Smith replied that ‘a few | 
minor corrections’ were made in the | 
substitute papers, according to Hill's | 
Without mentioning 


names, the examiner administered | 


|an indirect rebuke to the Commish | 


employee who permitted the substi- | 
besides complaining about | 


policeman on duty in the building. | 

Johnson City affidavits were filed 
with the Commish in violation of | 
regulations, Hill said, although this 
was disputed by the applicant who 
showed the package had been re- 
ceived more than a day before the 
formal submission to the mail-and- 
files section. ; 


E. M. Antrim, WGN, Chicago. 

Marcellus M. Murdock, 
Wichita, Kan. 

H. K. Gaylord, 


KFM, 


KVOR, Colorado 


| quoted, however, as charging more | Springs. 


Edgar _—iBell, 
Springs. 

John Cowles, KRNT. Des Moines. 

Gardner Cowles, KRNT. Des 
Moines. 

Edgar Wolfe, WBNS, Columbus, © 

John S. McCarren, WHK, Cleve- 
land. 

Paul Bellamy, WHK, Cleveland 

W. G. Borpe, WHK, Cleveland. 

J. A. Van Buren, WHK, Cleveland. 

Frank E. Tripp, WESG, Elma. 
a 

John Calkins, WESG, Elmira, N. Y. 

J. H. Butler, KTRH, Houston. 

Barry Bingham, WHAS, Louisville. 

Mark Ethridge, WHAS, Louisvil!e. 

Henry McClaskey, WHAS, Lou's 
ville. 

John H. Kennedy, WCHS, Char!le:- 
ton, W. Va. 


KVOR, 


Colorado 


~~ 
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| W Home Office Reaction Indications are that NBC and C 1 
. 4s , : at CRS ; . ‘ tn renit j ‘ i 
Negotiations continue “ CBS in PA Gets Sponsor Emphasize Unfairness of An- lu nbia will, despite their affiliation A 
New York between the three-man | f : , with the Joint Committee on Radic mt 
committee representing the an- Miami, April 20 nual Tax with Six Months riche peng enn e no FF as Research, throw their resouvcé 1 
: : peers teh ae ae ta 4 ami, 2 lil &Y, } . e tion . aS advocated _ l¢ a] tngathar - ndar4 3 ioe 
nouncers and ee and Miami unit of the Federal | License Period —_— Many Communicat a ocd : it ether » undertakings i ce > 
; J ‘ : : ES l m nic l ns ) } < lo}! >} eo? lant P . f } P 
q three-man committee unyan, at tee ; co *S pendent survey of rural coverage ee 
é : haa Kee ad Ol Theatre Project, which has | Other Factors Pavne and introduced by Con- ind listenin hat "ine! Fi ae 
Lowman, Coulter) representing the been supplying a cast for | ' J Bovl and listening habit It will be the 4 
‘ ‘ ving 2 as a@- specs ‘ P rlal | Ww f { . { ! 
management. Next meeting sched- mystery serial on WQAM ma — er oa : _ aan, Grew a first co-operative venture of the H 
Az ay . - : tal ArwME, Mas j mixec reaction rom among sort s e 34 w t { ? 
uled for Wednesday (today . NBC attracted a sponsor for its pro- ~ cs y , ’ oO oe o rr SOrt ince 1934 h en the Iwo net - 
: : : : s : it: 5 Ww rk “Ox sasters. Sma ‘ rk P > ‘ 
contemporaries are letting the CBS gram PUBLISHERS’ EDGE oe , bai a be —~ seme rt works attempted to compute the 
‘ . . : vena Station operators saw some sO ' } . “s y ; a 
inci resolve itself before taking \T- eis CR apes ae eee number of radio homes in the United es 
signa resolve ji § Manhattan Beer is the bank- eae of tax as inevitable. States i 
any action. roll Net © attec ie? 
) , Network attaches pointed out . - ati 
Rumor persists that one CBS exec- Washington, April 20 that the ran for ti ‘ high-pow <7RE EORERESIOU: SAR ties Seats Sure i 
} e2e 4 ao. la > c ) 1e NeLn-po - > . J 
iW S orcely ‘ nr + > Te. r . : , " : : , vey will have with the Joint Cem- fi 
utive is largely a = = Uniform and vigorous industry op- ered outlets were far-fetched mittee that the s , vill q | 
| sentment that had much to do with position to the variable wattage tax ind would prove inequitable { | lat the surveyors will use fF 
1 dhe unionization movement. Roy S. proposal of Communicatior Saath iets hee snniaas ok tok a questionnaire developed by the 
rpem: Pry : : ee eke , y ne advertiser-agency-broadcaster vrot 
Langham, spokesman for the union, missioner George Henry Payne broke 50.000-watters, Those in the NEC ; nd C BS 1 1d been 1 ; 7 
: ~+3 ravw.er ‘ 4 a le ) I OOK { 
deprecates this suggestion, however. out last week following introduction deep south, for example, the Joint Committ t iad ! : 
: Ne « l t ( ) ] 5 ( hail I a 
| As regards the CBS management | of the bill which would levy an an- couldn't stand anything near ntonaic : aa a Saas ding 
‘ : ~ ¥ ¢ ‘ intens e rura )! ye, all sam 
attitude, which was adopted before | nual charge of $7,000,000 on broad- proposed pinch. Case in point pling and te fice ’ ey ar = - 
ing a *S co Ww | rs ) iuics 
the Wagner labor relations decision, . casting business. Revenue measure cited was WOAI, San Antonio, hee ¢ sused th ; tworka ¢ : : ae 
: as i Se’ Lhe c orks ) ys ii] 
Langham says that it has been all |} will encounter concerted resistance which showed a profit of $112,- patienc nd d 4 De co) a 
B te ines aia | : : . i ‘nce anc eck » strik rt ) 
that his group could ask. CBS seems, | | as discriminatory and excessive. 000 for last year, and before their own | Pre. pertains. 
jn fact, anxious to get the matter dis- | Chicago, April 20 | Radioites are unanimous in de- taxes. Recent incident hay } 
- asQ, . k é Ce ‘| ‘NUS nave ©¢ OD- 
posed of snappily. | Local offices of NBC are making | 2OUncing proposal, which was for- Generally agreed was that servers to the belief that the Joint 
7 : : 4 ing é : mae X : pos ; se - 11e na we? JOIN 
One of the three negotiatoers, Bill | a determined effort to build a num- | Mally laid before Congress Thurs- the tax idea would cause much Committee project is verging toward 
- QV 5 , r]s . “ > Ok f BIN’ v a 
Perry (Perry King), has been as- | ber of outstanding sustaining shows | 4@Y (15) by Rep. John J. Beylan of hesitation among those seeking a blow-up and that the exit of the 
b b sus I s Ws a : . a * é i 3 ) } 
signed for a special job of covering | at this time, with a view of ex-| New York and referred pronto to or thinking about going to National Association of Broadcaster 
si , l : t - National As i oadeca s 
the eclipse in Peru and has been re- | ploiting them for fall sponsorship the Ways and Means Committee. 500,000 watts. Tap, as suggested, from the research setup will be made 
d Presa yed some it | While » statements. were ‘oul is cle » $3 a wi : cafes 
placed by Kenneth Roberts. Karl Three have just been inaugurated, z a0 ne public vonage — nts Pacnted would in this class be $3 a watt, one of the topics of discussion at the 
Schullinger and Langham are other ; Chicago Symphonic Hour, Piccadilly | orthcoming, attorneys for individual June convention of the National As 
. > > > > | AN« i lel j 
~ two. ..| Music Hall,.and . daily—Afternoon.| tations_and network representatives | sociation of Broadcasters-in Chi- 
Organization is limited to an- | Matinee. Fourth, a minstrel show were quick to declare privately that | cago, 
nouncers and assistant directors. Full | will be added April 28. | they will fight to the end against | Stooging 
directors are not included. No out- Shows have ; ini tr such a tariff-as the Boylan bill sug- 


a definite trend to 

side organizer is associated with the | variety, with both Piccadilly Music | gests. 
movement. Future union affiliations | Hall, a weekly half hour evening ‘Bill appeared due for hard sled - 
not decided. Equity has not been shot, and the daily Afternoon Mat- ding in Congress, with Chairman 
mentidned as this does not concern | inees, also a 30-minute spot, purely Robert L. Doughton of the Ways and 
actors. | variety. Minstrel show is to be along | Means group showing little enthusi- 

Money and hours concern the | Similar lines to the old WENR min- | #™ for the measure. Declaring he 
unionists. Staggered time schedules strels, with Gene Arnold retained | — not found time to study Boy- 
would be automatically corrected | 45 interlocutor. and more music than | !89S Proposition, Doughton said he 


NAB delegation on the Joint Com- 


9 FRc namely, James W. Baldwin, 

| Joseph O. Maland and Arthur B. 

SHOW FOR 506 Church, have for some time been 
| roiling over the fact that the agency 

and advertiser factions on the com- 

|} mittee, aided and abetted by the net- 


Hollywood, April 20. work reps had taken command of 
the project’s operations and had be- 








from the abuse standpoint by the 40- on the old show. eden uncertain whether hearings will — — Paty. Re Sean We gun to treat this selfsame trio as so 

hour week. Chicago Symphonic Hour is the be held this —a and indicated he| J. Walter Thompson to emcee an many stooges. What has intensified 

~“ co only exception to the music-comedy will wait for White House instruc-| hour show for Standard Brands to | the resentment is the realization that 

, type. but in view of the present de- tions. | originate here. Deal is for 26 weeks, | it was the NAB which had thought 


CINCY-MANHATTAN LINE ee eee Pinar dt me brsshsgipin ar Mtinns s Cemare aber tee with options. Eddy draws $5,000 a ngs ‘oo . “4? vig eerie 
cts iat it is wise in setting one e : : 7: sit ‘ an iad invitec ie merican S- 
up, even though the expense > of car- | been Jeading the crusade for an in-| week for the spot. sociation of Advertising Agencies 

NOW IN OPERATION rying it through the spring and | vestigation of radio industry. With} Program will be of variety pat*| and the Association of National Ad- 
summer will be more than that of | his probe resolution still slumbering | | tern, with film guesters, and bows  vertisers to participate 

/an ordinary sustainer. (Continued on page 34) | Aug. 8. This Ne B threesome has assumed 

— the attitude that, if the networks 

favor agency-advertiser domination 

of the Joint Committee and are will- 


Cincinnati, April 20. 
Technical details for the new 
WLW Line, connecting Crosley’s 
500,000 watter here with KQV, Pitts- 


ing to let these groups dictate the 
burgh; WFIL, Philadelphia, and THE BALTIMORE RADIO SHOW Inc, course of the bureau's efforts, then 
WHN, New York, and which had its | 7 ST. PAUL ST. @ BALTIMORE, MARYLAND the networks alone will have to go 
service baptism Sunday (18), w , ed 








were on financing the bureau. NAB to 

ironed out in a huddle of representa- amt a ah, bins ite wnniinns |date has not contributed anything 

. - . ° EM *. B.C. . - ad . ‘ . ‘ 

tives of the stations at this end | to the Joint Committee’s operations. 

cet (15). - . | John Benson, Four A’s prez, has 
owwowers were Herb Petty. sales 


manager of WHN;: chief engineer 
Nygren of WFIL, and J. J. Laux and 


Walter McCoy, of KQV, with Wil- 
liam S. Hedges, general manager: 
Jim Rockwell, technical supervisor: 7 
Charles J. Butler, control supervisor; 7 : 
. Eldon Park, program coordinator; 
W. K. Hunter, traffic manager: 
Frank M. Smith, commercial man- 
ager, and Bob K 


Kennett, program 
Manager, of WLW. 
For the initial week WLW is feed- 


tions from the NAB would have to 
come without any strings attached to 
them. Those now in command of 
the NAB have, in turn, clung fast 
to the position that before any 
| money was supplied by the NAB the 
1937 Joint Committee would have to show 
a disposition to heed the NAB's 
uggestions. 

Rather than permit itself to be- 
| come stymied by this stalemate NBC 


—_ |adamantly held that any contribu- 
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: P |and CBS have decided to proceed with 
ing 15-minute and half-hour sustain- } I their jointly financed rural survey 
ers that will fill an average of six oO | Question to be decided between 
ore daily from forenoon to mid- N VARIETY i a what srqnaination will ho 
Fir. le probing. olumbDia tavors Ts 
First program originating at WHN. . 154 West 46th Street | Dr. Daniel Starch outfit while NBC 
and the only one on the line from t New York City would like to see Anderson-Nichols 
ya — on opening day, was the RB j assigned to the job. Chances are 
ve Maria stanza from 5:30 to 6 p.m. . ° that the compromise will be some 
Introductory WLW feed was the} B Gentlemen: organization other than these two 
ae program, ‘Once Upon a Time.’ - rr : . 
ioe nour st 8 a.m. About Allow me to congratulate you on the Ross- 
half > ; 2 re) 
fede. ee Mescae dude oe ot ot A Federal survey of Baltimore and St. Louis. This is -ADMAN, NOT SPONSOR, 
WSAI, baby brother of WLW. D a new type of survey and one that unquestionably will RANKED EMPLOYER 
ree i , ° be of interest to everybody in the radio business. 
wri Philadelphia, April 20 A 
+ plugged in for its first s Sacramento, April 20. 
Transamerican program Sunday 1 It is just this type of work and content California Unemployment oa 


tha Pye ee, See Ware that makes VARIETY the outs standing publication in the serves Commission ruled Jast week 
ase ‘] ; s Nat | : sicians and other ; isis ane 
A eggs? ang radio field. I truly believe that most radio men get that musicians and other artists and 
at s o find Trans- | tc employers of them must contribute 

more real good out of VARIETY'S radio section than state 


amerk tag dropped entirely and in io the > unemployment insurance 


its stead: from any other SOurCEe. fund unless an independent contract 


, ‘This prosram has come to vou or relationship is shown. In de- 
rom WLW. Cincinnati, over the termining the policy, the commish 


“"YLW line.’ Cc ially Yours, held that generally persons engaged 
—_ ; by sponsors of radio programs are 
Carroll King Sick not employees of sponsors, 
Atlanta, April 20. ad It held that under most circum- 
Laid low by illness after being on 
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/ stances those persons are employes 
job little more than a week, Carrull | Purnell EH. Geuld of ad agencies. Radio broadcasting 
» King resig ¢ Z ) ‘ : companies are employers of persons 
RBL, , a som, msg Ge. eaaia ” | PHG 2c Commercial Manager engaged by them to re nder a vices 
Returned to his home in Memphis, | upon radio programs, the commish 
Tenn. | rules. 
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Tops, or Something, in Stunt Airings 
Is Ringside Interview with Insects 


By MAXWELL FOX 
Boston, April 20. 


New Boston version of the ‘British | ‘Second “Yusband’ 


Are Coming’ took the form of a spe- | 
cial stunt broadcast over Jack Shep- 
ard’s Colonial web last week. The 
British that were coming in this case 
were British fleas, prospective mem- 
bers of a carnival sideshcw inward- | 
bound aboard the S. S. American 
Banker. 

WAAB’s Roland Winters went) 
down the bay with full equipment to 
radio-describe the British fleas in the 
@iip’s lounge amidst the bar flies 
(various nationalities) and found the 
trainer had a charming British ac- 
cent. It was all good clean New Eng- 
land fun. The fleas were very oblig- 
ing but their travelling companions, 
a troupe of singing ants, were indis- 
posed. Victims, it was said, of sca- 
sickness and press agent hyperbole. 

‘This is Victor,’ said the trainer of 
one flea. 

‘Is he an Englishman?’ 

‘Oh, quite. From Yorkshire.’ 

Another flea was said to have | 
Chinese blood. All were emigrat- | 
ing to Nashua, N. H. 

This crazy interlude on the Colo- 
nial stations consumed 15 minutes and 
was Shepard’s effort to top NBC and 
various local stations’ space grabs 
achieved recently via singing mouse 
stuff—a piquancy that has seized the 
imagination of radio in the last few 
weeks. 

It goes to prove how far radio will 
go. Winters displayed much poise 
in rising to the social requirements. 








EDGAR A. GUEST 

With Frankie Masters Orchestra 
Music, Talk, Dramatization 

30 Mins, ' 
HOUSEHOLD FINANCE 
Mon., 7:30 p.m., CST 
WLS-NBC, Chicago 


(B. B. D. & O.) 


| with caps. But rather neatly poured 


|over the kilocycles by a smooth 
|east headed by Helen Menken. It’s 
not for the men folks. But the gals 


| the rich guy. He is also a spouter 





New Household Finance program 
still retains Edgar A. Guest and his 
distinctly man-of-the-people voice 
and style as its hub, but the re- 
mainder has undergone considerable 
revamping. Plan now is, in line with 
the title of the show, to present 
both in interview and in dramatiza- 
tion, people who have accomplished 
the seemingly impossible. 

In the latter, the producers are 
achieving something notable in the 
way of human interest, comparable 
to the short-shorts which the Ameri- 
can Magazine ran along the same 
lines. Plenty of material from which 
to draw, and success, particularly at 
odd occupations, and obtained by 
overcoming obstacles, is undoubted- 
ly b.o. for radio. In the stanza caught, 
Daisy Miller, founder and president 
of the Animal Protective League. 
was presented to a good effect. Fu- 
ture plans call for two success-story 
guests per program. 

Frankie Masters’ name means 
something around Middle West. Pro- 
gram fails to use orchestra much as 
show stands now. Arrangements and 
selections heard were tip top and 
showed careful preparation, and 
plenty of rehearsal, something which 
many radio bands lack. Masters’ 
Voices, a chorus of seven voices are 
,an okay extra for the program. 

Edgar Guest, as m.c. and general 
conductor of the show, works as 
usual, carrying the main load of the 
program, and the load isn’t too big 
for him. Few can equal him with 
the homey philosophy or the pleas- 
ant friendliness which he radiates. 


MRS. G. W. BALLARD 
Religious Talk 

15 Mins.—Local 

Daily; 8:15 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 


Mrs. Ballard came east from Los 
Angeles, that crazy quilt of religious 
sects, to uplift the Big Burg with 
some of her especial spiritual- ide- 
ology. Start on WMCA was delayed 
several day: befor? station would o.!-. 
the continuity she proposed. Matter 
was finally adjusted. 

Mrs. Ballard’s ideas were jumbled 
and confusing. and her gatling-gun 
style of pauseless camp meetin’ de- 
livery further hindered. 

It’s a commercial program. 

Bert. 


‘FROTHY FROLICS’ 
Troanscriptiors 

15 Mins. 

DOELGER BEER 
M.-W.-F., 6:30 p.m. 
WHN, New York 

Peter Doelger Brewing Co. is 
bankrolling this series to bally new 
container (which it calls ‘steinie’) 
for its suds. Waxed dansapation is 
by the ‘Frothy Frolickers’ band. 
whatever that is (if it’s actually any 
one outfit). 

Music is okay for breezy kilocycle 
fare for this time of day. But three 
long commercials in 15 minutes are 
overboard, Hobe. 


’ 


— ! 





HSLEN MENKEN ¢ 
With Jce Curtin, Jay Joyston, Jimmy 
Conneliy, Janet Gilbert 


Dramatic Serial 
BAYER ASPIRIN 
Wednesday, 8:30 
WIJIZ-NBC, New York 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 
This is juice from sugar beets. 
Sticky with sentimentality. Hokum 


may listen in sufficient numbers to 
make it worthwhile as a means of 
reminding a lot of customers that 
when they buy aspirin they must 
specify Bayer’s or suffer the con- 
sequences. 

A widow has twe kids and a herd 


of trouble. Her rent is unvaid, her 
dress shop a flop. Then along comes 


of romantic dialog. Marriage would 
not be unpalatable to the widow. 
But the kids—there’s the plot. 

Joe Curtin breaths deep and talks 
earnestly into that microphone and 
the sweet sincerity of it all will in- 
dubitably register with many a 
frustrated femme. Helen Menken 
gives back line for line as a brave 
little woman whose nobility is just a 
trifle stronger than her yen for ro- 
mantic entwinement. 

That the role is kintergarden stuff 
for an actress of Miss Menken’s ex- 
perience goes without saying. Her 
ease of manner and professionalism 
is however a strong asset as this 
kind of slush needs good acting not 
to bring out good points but to hide 
bad ones. Miss Menken and her 
company actually makes the fictional 
nonsense stand up. Writing and 
direction are to order—competently 
carrying out pulpwood-type enter- 


RICHARD BENNETT 
‘The Volunteer’ 
9 Mins. 
ROYAL GELATINE 
Thursday, 8 p. m. 
WEAF, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 
Back from South America, where 
he recuped from the breakdown that 
necessitated his dropping out of legit 
‘Winterset’ last season, Richard Ben- 
nett marched up to a mike for first 
time, occupying a guest niche on the 
Vallee variety hour. 
Essays chief role’ in sketch, “The 
Volunteer,’ localed in northern India 
in 15. Piece, concerning battalion of 
British besieged by native uprisers, 
was plotted along lines of dramatic | 
skits customarily used on Vallee pe- | 
riods. Tail was twisted for impact, 
and worked o.k., though not com- 
pletely overcoming listlessness and 
repetition that forestalled effective- | 
ness through the major portion of | 
playlet. 
Bennett had a quiet role, which he | 
did all right: had no opportunity to 
disolay a definite air personality; 
voice registers well. Rest of small 
cast, unbilled, o.k. Staging and ef- 
fects nifty. 
‘Volunieer’ written by Ed Cantor 
and Stanford Barnett. Bert. 


‘MANHATTAN MOTHER’ 

With Louise Fitch, Kaye Brinker, 
Ken Griffin, Dan Sutter, Marie 
Nelson, Constance Crowder 
Seript Serial 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

M.-to-F.; 10:45 p.m. 

WBBM, Chicago 

By short, labored steps radio 
grows more adult; and ‘Manhattan 
Mother’ is one of the best steps to- 
wards adulthood that either local or 
network radio has taken in a long 
time. Basically, the show remains 
on the same ‘suffering womanhood’ 
theme which is the foundation stone 
of practically all grown-up radio 
scripts whether daytime or night- 
time parades. Lady is still bearing 
up under it all in this show, but 
she does her silent, heart-throbbing 
sufferin’ with considerably more in- 
telligence, suavity and sense of hu- 
mor than has been previously allot- 
ted to e‘her heroines. 

By the very nature of the show 
the suffering gal is possessed of a 
nearly adult mind, since she is de- 





tainment. Land. 


JUAN DARIENZO TYPICA BAND 
Music 

RCA 

Sunday, 2 p.m. 


signed as a_ successful business 
woman who is trying to understand 
her 18-year-old daughter, just back 
from finishing school. With the re- 
sult it is more nearly a metropoli- 





A Fearful Fuss 





American fight fans in 
general must have derived 
much diversion from the de- 


scription given the Max Baer- 
Tommy Farr fight by British 
Broadcasting Co. announcers 
last Thursday (15). Oxford ac- 
cent and diction attended the 
blow-by-blow chatter and the 
between-rounds comment. Ring 
reporting was defective in prac- 
tically all aspects. Announcer 
told of blows being struck, but 
where they landed was left a 
mystery most of the time. 

Both blow-caller and com- 
mentator kept referring to the 
fighters’ ‘magnificent and beau- 
tiful physiques’ and also such 
flowering tributes as ‘handsome 
looking man,’ ‘most lovely hips’ 
and ‘very, very powerful blow.’ 
Following are more of the 
darbs: 

‘Baer’s looking very savage; 
he doesn’t appear to be at all 
happy.’ 

‘Farr has struck Baer on the 
nose, and I must say that Baer 
has had a load of mischief on 
his nose.’ 

‘Farr has just hit him with a 
right bungeful of energy.’ 

‘One can guess that this Baer 
at his best must have been a 
formidable fellow.’ 

‘There isn’t much fury or 
venom about his attack.’ 

‘Baer has been struck on the 
jaw. A few more blows like 
that and Farr will jerk off his 
head, if he isn’t careful.’ 

















Wattage Tax 





(Continued from page 33) 
in the House Rules Committee, Con- | 
nery declared the question of taxing 
broadcasters should be studied thor- 
oughly in connection with the whole 
subject of regulation. 

‘Reasonable Fee’ 
While network execs here waited | 





tan story, and the aroma of the 
crossroads, the cows and the chick- 





WJZ, New York 


Picked up by short wave from 
Buenos Aires, Juan Darienzo crew 
played two South American tangos 
on last Sunday’s (11) Magic Key 
program over NBC Blue. Music is 
like rhumba bands in this country, 
only more so. Makes even the best 
of local castanet orks sound like 
mere imitation. 

* This Argentine outfit dishes out 
rhumbas with strongly accentuated 
beat and rare precision. Apparently 
all strings and percussion instru- 
ments, fiddles getting in demon stuff 
in the second number. Not suitable 


for dancers in this country, but 
seemingly just the thing for 
Gauchos. Hobe. 


THOMAS CONRAD SAWYER 
Commentator 

15 Mins.—Local : 
MANHATTAN SOAP CO. 
Friday, 11:30 a.m. 

KF1, Los Angeles 


‘Milton Weinberg) 


Strictly for the femmes and well 
paced. Sawyer has a neat delivery 








and never rises above a softly modu- 
lated voice. In the quarter hour he 
finds plenty of time to touch on 
topical events, but never loses sight 
of the woman’s angle. 

His resume covered the war scare, 
Max Baer’s London fight, the escort 
biz, debutante trainers, the Duke of 
Windsor’s forthcoming nuptials, the 
nine old men of Washington and 
Aimee Semple McPherson, whom he 
characterized as the lady who chases 
everyone off the front pages. 

On the commercials is Ruth Jor- 
dan. who has a nice selling quality 
to her voice and never pushes the 
sale. For the type of program it 
would be hard to improve on these 
two. Helm. 


JOAN EDWARDS 
Piano, Singing 
6 Mins. 
ROYAL GELATINE 
Thursday, 8 p. m. 
WEAF, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

Miss Edwards, niece of Gus and 
daughter of Ben Edwards, of Miller 
Music, Ine., is a piper who works to 
own pianology, sometimes under the 
label of Joanna Joyce. (It would be 
well to settle on a monicker.) 

Her style is reminiscent of Ra- 
mona, though not traced out along 
same plane. However, the analogy 
is certain to be made. Gal can defi- 
nitely deliver—with facile fingering 
of own slick arrangements serving as 
swell undertrucking for her nicely 
pitched voice. 

It was a guestee on Vallee hour. 

Bert. 

Hal Holman has joined the sales 
staff of the William Rambeau rep of- 
fice in Chi. Holman was formerly 





ens is far away. Instead, there are 
horse-drawn hansoms galloping ro- 
mantically down Fifth Ave., mil- 
lionaire scions and polo players, 
swank dress shops and the general 
air of ‘smartness,’ so dear to the 
hearts of picture fans and now, the 
radio fans. 

This program figures as an experi- 
ment not only for its general striv- 
ing for a more adult type of han- 
dling, but also for its spotting in 
the heart of the late evening hours, 
formerly almost completely devoted 
to remote control dance band pick- 
ups. This time arrangement is an 
indication of the growing endeavors 
on the part of the stations to break 
up this dance band tradition and to 
prove to the agencies and to the 
listeners themselves that the air is 
capable of other things than dansa- 
pation after 10:30 at night. And this 
program will serve as one of the 
best traJdition-breakers in radio and 
will point the way for a good deal 
of future radio programing at night. 

On the production side the pro- 
gram rates high, with the cast thor- 
oughly competent. Outstanding is the 
work of Louise Fitch as the daugh- 
ter, and Sutter as the poloist. Miss 
Fitch particularly sustains a note of 
high-hearted youthfulness with just 
the right touch of adolescent sophis- 
tication. Sutter has the gayety of the 
young man of wealth down pat. 
Kaye Brinker as the mother is com- 
petent with a slowness of delivery 
but with a much too level tonal 
quality. Listener waits for, but never 
gets a fluctuation of pace, a change 
of emotional tone in the voice. Miss 
Brinker needs some hills and val- 
leys in her performance. Gold. 





DICK STABILE’S ORCH 
30 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

Daily Aft. and Eve. 
WCAE, Pittsburgh 

One of the sweetest dance ouffits 
to hit the air waves here in some 
time is that of Dick Stabile, the ex- 
Ben Bernie lad. The clarinet-sax 
wiz is gradually developing a very 
definite style. Only one thing he 
needs, and that’s some diction les- 
sons. Current practice of making 
the maestro double as a performer 
on most of the big network shows 
might hinder Stabile because his 
speaking voice is too blurred. 

Musically, however, it’s something 
else again. Band can play ’em sweet 
or hot, swing or soft with equal 
facility, and it’s tune-slinging that 
catches the ear immediately. 
Stabile’s wood-wind soloing is the 
last word, and his sax section 
obbligatos are pure sorcery. 

Uses two vocalists, Burt Shaw and 
Paula Kelly, latter a newcomer to 
the outfit. Shaw has a particularly 
fetching voice and delivery; Kelly 
gal has a nice quality, but needs a 
bit more positive projection. 








with Paul Block offices. 


Cohen. 





for home offices to formulate policy | 
before issuing any comments, most | 
industry spokesmen were agreed | 
broadcasters would not object to a 
‘reasonable’ license fee under certain | 
circumstances. If the issue ever | 
reaches the hearing stage, a variety | 
of alternative proposals will be sub- 
mitted by the webs and independents. 

Character of the industry argument 
against the Payne-Boylan scheme be- 
came apparent quickly. With the 
discrimination point as the founda- 
tion, radio reps will buttress their 
case with the following contentions: 

(1) Annual taxes are unfair as 
long as the industry operates under 
six-month licenses and with no more 
security than at present. 

(2) Levy would bring in three or 
four times the amount necessary to! 
administer the Communications Act 
and police the ether, hence is unduly 
burdensome. 

(3) With legislators criticizing the 
volume of commercial programs, it 
will be manifestly impossible to re- 
strict the amount of advertising and 
at the same time kick in nearly 
$7,000,000 to the government. 

(4) Such a stiff tax would place a 
severe handicap on broadcasting and 
amount to unfair advantages for 
competitive advertising media. 

(5) Seale is contrary to all present 
revenue policies, inasmuch as _ the 
higher rates on high power stations 
place an unequal burden on mem- 
bers of the industry. This unfair dis- 
crimination between locals, regionals, 
and clear-channel transmitters is un- 
justifiable, while the inequality is 
further emphasized by failure to 
consider economic factors which have 
a direct bearing on the financial suc- 
cess of individual stations. 

Publishers Edge 


| femmes) kept characters distinc‘. 


hypoing the b. o. 


BETTE DAVIS 
With Humphrey Bogart, Eduardo 
Ciannelli, Jane Bryan, 
‘Marked Woman’ 
CAMPBELL’S SOUP 
Friday, 9 p. m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(F. Wallis Armstrong) 

As radio entertainment, this was 
powerful and gripping. Story carried 
punch, which judicious scripting and 
persuasive playing underscored, 
Compressed plot highlights into 
about 20 minutes and built to tense 
climax. Fact that iistener curiosity 
wasn’t satisfied was hardly idea] 
from Campbell radio audience stand- 
point. But that was necessary con- 
cession to theatre b. o. 

Skill of scripting was evident in 
lack of scene painting after drama- 
tization got under way. Action was 
so clear thereafter that not once was 
story broken for explanation by an- 


nouncer, Frequent use of names in 
the dialog (particularly by the 


Opening on low note, tension built 
to emotional wallop at close. Per- 
formances paralled that pace. After 
mild bezinning Bette Davis’ playing 
grew steadily stronger to slam over 
highly dramatic finale. Others were 
also convincing, particularly Eduar- 
do Ciannelli as the racket chief, 
striking bit of casting. 


From siandpoint of effect on the- 
atre b. o.. ‘Marked Woman’ broad- 
cast should offer valuable evidence. 
If radio can enhance value of pix to 
the exhib at all, this. kind of produc- 
tion may be the answer. Adaptation 
put over story’s dramatic appeal and 
inconclusive ending may conceivably 
create listener curiosity, thereby 
Hobe. 


‘SPOTLIGHT’ 

Wid Sid Goluboff, Jeanne Poli, 
Phil Buxbaum, Jr. 

30 Mins.—Local 

PAXTICIPATING 

Daily, 6 p.m. 

WELI, New Haven 


Nightly news round-up has show- 
manly presentation. Half hour follows 
newspaper format, with depart- 
mentalists covering national and lo- 
cal events, women’s .fare and sports. 

Sid Goluboff, who operates as 
‘Golly, the Roving Reporter,’ re- 
hashes wire copy. Although fre- 
quently too glib and opinionative in 
his comments, Goluboff seems to 


| know his town and his townspeople 
peop 


and has a keen sense of ‘news values. 
Also acts as link between several 
divisions of program. 

Well established as a WELI ac- 
tress, Jeanne Poli works convincing- 
ly as women’s editor, chit-chatting 


about organization, parties, vital 
statistics, et cet. 

A better sports student than a 
microphonist, Phil Buxbaum, Jr., 


makes the most of a strong ‘in’ in 
athletic circles and is able to bright- 
en his portion with guests. On show 
caught (17) Buxbaum brought in 
Lou Ambers, lightweight champ, ap- 
pearing a couple of nights later in 
New Haven. Ambers was a ready in- 
terviewee, even spilling inside on 
bootleg amateur racket and plug- 
ging some of the better-known lo- 
cal fighters. 

Commercial announcements are 
written into columnists’ — script. 
which makes it easier and probably 
more effective. Instances are Miss 
Poli ballying fur storage and Bux- 
baum blurbing beer. 

Show has a nightly snapper with 
the funniest story of the day, gen- 
erally a news oddity off the ticker. 

Political angle is intermittently 
treated by Michael J. Goode, not 
heard at this interviewing. Elem. 


‘FINN AND HATTIE’ 

With Myrtle Labbitt, Mary 
MeVauzch, Steve Douglas 

Comedy-Drama Serial 

15 Mins.; Local 

Sustaining 

Daily, 2:30 P. M. 

CKLW, Detroit 


Penned by Myrtle Labbitt (who 
plays Finn), CKLW’s home econom- 
ics expert, this new 15-minute serial 
concerns two Scandanavian servant- 
girls, working for the same newly- 
rich woman. Other role is enacted 
by May Emma McVaugh, with an- 
nouncer, Steve Douglas, handling 
the continuity. 

Stint, outgrowth of a series of dia- 
lect plays given by pair before wo- 
men’s clubs, has good possibilities 
but needs doctoring. Story sags in 


Emma 





In elaborating on these phases. 
broadcast people here protest that | 
radio already is severely handicapped 
in competing with newspapers and | 
magazines, which not only are free | 
from government regulation and | 


the form of low postage rates. Radio 


be levied for the franchise, some 
similar action must be taken to re- 
move the advantage which printed 
media currently enjoy. 





Coast Lucky Cut-ins 
Hollywood, April 20. 
Jack Runyon of Lord & Thomas 
agency has set five picture players 


for cut-ins from here on Lucky 
Strike Hit Parade. 

They are Cary Grant. Charles 
Ruggles, William Gargan. Leslie 





Howard and Ann Sothern. 


spots and characters could use more 
vivacity. Pete. 


BUDDY HARRIS ORCHESTRA 
30 Mins. 


; | Sustaining 
more sure of keeping in business, | Saturday, 5:30 p.m. 
but also are liberally subsidized in! 


WOR, New York 
New series of reasonably smooth 


will insist that if any charge is to| dansapation by Buddy Harris’ 16- 


|man crew remoting from Murray's 
| Restaurant, Tuckahoe, N. Y. Mellow 
| tcae, mostly from woodwinds and 
| strings, with accordion occasionally 
prominent. Band stresses leisurely 
tempo, bearing out the ‘rocking 
rhythm’ slogan. Experience should 
bring even more style. Arranse- 
ments are distinctive. 

Top number of debut session (10) 
was ‘Serenade in the Night,’ with 
accordion taking melody and strings 
humming ‘O Sole Mio’ for back- 
ground harm gy. Effective choru 
Hotter numb<®; not so polished. 

Hobe. 
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MOVIE CLUB’ 
ith Radie Harris, Arthur Byron, 
Gertrude of Hollywood. 
Inierview, Dramatization 
Mins. 
LOSTORA 
Friday, 8 p- m. 
WHN, New York 
(Blackett-Sample Hummert) 


w arrangement is similar _to 
cell's ‘Hollywood Hotel,’ which 
immediately follows it (in time) over 





half consists of inter- 
views, music, songs, with latter por- 
tion devoted chiefly to dramatization 
from current or forthcoming film. 

One essential difference between 
the two programs, however. Camp- 
bell’s is major effort built on juicy 
pankroll and clearing over nation- 
wide hookup. This one is local 
‘proadcast, using talent in New York, 
operating on comparatively modest 
pudget. 

‘Movie Club’ varies sharply in 
quality. First part, with Radie Harris 
interview as chief spot, is Okay en- 
tertainment. Second half, particu- 
larly briefie version of a Metro film, 


ns.g. Miss Harris’ portion of the 
show. evidences preparation and 
showmanship. On program caught 


(16) guestee was Arthur Byron, legit 
‘and film character actor. Interview 
held attention and contrived to bring 
out personality of | interviewee. 
Bron makes topnotch guest. Voice 
is okay for radio, while opinions are 
interesting and well reasoned. 

Both his and Miss Harris’ spiels 
also contained actual news, thouch 
‘her film ‘preview’ was inferior ‘to 
rest of her siuff. Notable that chat- 
ter and ‘preview’ don’t stick to 
.Metro’s product. 

Metro’s forthcoming release, ‘Fam- 
ilv Affair.” was dramatized by ‘Movie 
Club’ cast as second portion of show. 
Weakness all too cbyious following 
punchy session by Arthur Byron and 
Miss Harris. What story of ‘Family 
Affair’ may really be like is hard to | 
tell by this performance. Doubtful 
if it could be as impossible as it 
sounded. 

Lionel Barrymore stars in the pic 
and the player who took his part in | 
this dramatization attempted an im- 
personation. Barrymore would | 
squirm. Entire production wasn't | 
much better. 

Gertrude of Hollywood wound up | 
the program with questions and 
answers patter about film personali- 
ties. Commercials long and heavy. 

Hobe. 





‘PHILADELPHIA PARADE OF 
EVENTS’ ; 

30 Mins.-local 

PHILADELPHIA RECORD 

Saturday, 8:30 p. m. 

WIP, Philly. 


a This is straight attempt to carbon 
March of Time,’ but dramatizing 
local events exclusively. Scripter | 
Karl Beamiller, of sponsor’s promo- | 
tion _department, does nice job of 
mimicking style, but production suf- | 
fers from inevitable comparison with 
M. of T. Always a danger facing the | 
copy act. | 

Idea of dramatizing local events is 
okay as interest attaches to program 
because of listeners’ knowledge of 
people and scenes. Program caught 
was at end of dull week in Philly 
and due allowance must be made. 
ut some sequences were too long 
and sagged in middle. Could be im- 
proved by shifting scenes more often 
to five additional rat-tat-tat to the 
30 minutes, 

In production end, quite a few dif- 
ficulties with local effort of this type 
were evident. Lack of quality and 
quantity of sound effects especially 
noticeable. Also no attempt to ac- 
curately mimic voices. Crudest of | 
oy is making every cop sound like 
never got through first grade. 
pe me! reporters also sound like 

na old’ aveno ies als 
cruel to the tribe. a oe 

Announcer John Fascenda does | 
00d gabbing job. but again M. of T. | 
comparison arises. Commercials at | 

juaning. middle. and end are ex- | 
= lently done. They are in good 
oe short, and fit type of program. 

ore of the rapid-fire idea. 
nis is first real show put on by. 
s hilly sheet and about time. Agree- | 
pre on this. it is understood, is that 
er ion donates time and Record pro- 
p5 Script and production. Idea, | 
m er show is going well, is to sell to 
oro sponsor, keeping Philly Rec- 
rd tag in it for providing script. 
Herb. 


| 











a KANTER 
Ongs, H 
15 Mins. “ 
Sustaining 

aily, 2:00 P. M., CST 
WJJD, Chicago 

Lots 


do ‘the of radio singles around who 
and honest act Ben Kanter does. 
classificare € must be put into their | 
=~ negara _ He does sing, philoso- | 
ment’ a play his own accompani- 
with Which his style, and the ease | 
ion einen Prondgy his program puts | 
Classification’ © the average in that | 
anon, replaces the drippy sweet- 
oo cher these male performers 
and om to use, in Kanter's case. 
which Pig: good-natured humor 
housewife. into the homelife of a 
shot hy e. for which this afternoon 
nice S evidently aimed. Plays a 
rome gpiano, and uses novelty songs. 

© most part. Voice is more 


th: 

ey pleasant both s j é i 

. Pleasant, singing and 
Speaking, i es 


sday, April 21, 1937 


| a tenor and o. k. 
| warbler would help. 


| voices. 


| of 


| those 


| of numbers from lighter 
| operetta excerpts, and are pleasantly 











FRANCIS CRAIG’S ORCH. 

With Billy Scott and Cecil Bailey 
30 Mins. : 
Sustaining 

Monday, 12:30 a. m. 

WEAF, New York 


Craig's crew (from Nashville) im- | 
presses as’ a good one but would} 


profit with less straight-up-and-down 
arrangements. Stock-standard or- 
chestrations mask to an extent some 


of the capabilities that seem to lie | 


latent in the outfit. 

Scott is a ballad-bleater with a 
conscientious crooning style, Bailey 
Addition of a girl 


Orc does, 
Nashville. 
sconced 


WSM, 


however, sound aces for 
Tenn., where it en- 
in the Hermitage hotel 
in that town, feeds NBC once 


1s 


weekly, Bert. 
‘THE TRADING POST’ 
With Woody Klose, Spencer Allen, 
Alex Buchan, Irene Miller 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
M.-W.-¥F., 9:30 p.m. 
WTMYV, East St. Louis 
A program unique in this neck of 
woods not only affords a service to 


dialers of WTMV but also furnishes 
a wealth of good clean entertain- 
ment to those who are conscious of 
human nature weakness that the 
next pasture is greener than the one 
at hand. The Trading Post offers 
listeners to trade, sell or buy most 
every imaginable chattel without 
charge and has possibilities of nick- 


ing the classified advertising columns | 


of local rags. 


After a brief outburst of music 
program caught opened with an- 
nouncement. of title and then, ‘I’ve 


got something to sell!’, ‘There’s some- 
thing I’d like to buy'’, and ‘I'd like 
to make a trade’ by three different 
Lisieners are then told that 
by simply writing a letter to the 
station and making known what they 
want to dispose of or obtain by any 
the above three methods their 
desires will be put on the air. While 
identity of writers is not revealed 
interested are informed they 
may obtain that information by com- 
municating with the station. 
Letters are read in turn by Klose, 
Allen, Buchan and Miller and each 
tries to crowd the other away with 
their offers. Fun begins when one 
writer wants to dispose of a phono- 
graph of 1918 vintage and 50 records 
in good condition; another will ex- 


change a porch swing for a fox fur | 


piece and $5; a Chinese shawl is of- 


sweater suit, size 18, is offered for 


one of different design and texture | 


and the writer said she’d work sev- 
eral half-days as a maid to boot. 
Sahu. 


TIM and IRENE 
With Bunny Berigan Orchestra, Del 
Sharbut 
30 Mins. 
ADMIRACION SHAMPOO 
Sunday, 6:30 p.m. 
WOR-Mutual, New York 
(Charles Dallas Reach) 


Erstwhile Ryan and Noblette of | 


vaude are back in radio for a sham- 
poo account that will ride the Mu- 
tual stations out of WOR, New York. 
Subsid of National Oil Products, of 
Harrison, N. J., the product hammers 
the sales point that it leaves the 
hair ‘manageable.’ This seems rather 
slick advertising. Should leave an 
impression. It contrasts with the 
customary out-claiming the other 


fellow’s quality and purity, etc., in) 


that not being able to do a thing 
with one’s hair is a cliche as old as 
being hungry like a horse. 
Entertainment end is 
breezy. A little comedy, a 
music. 
ity and here and there more silly 


rather 
little 


The gags are spotty in qual- | 


WORLD’S HOCKEY CHAMPION- 
SHIP : 

With Steve Douglas, Joe Gentile 

Play-by-play 

GORDON BAKING CoO. 

Thursday, April 15 

CKLW-MBS, Detroit 


Hookup for plav-by-play descrip- 





aaeie Eaviews 


| 


35 








Follow-Up 


Haven McQuarrie, directer of 
Chase & Sanborn’s Sunday night ‘Do 
You Want to Be an Actor’ over NBC, 
joined the parade of programs an- 
gling for dialer-attention through the 





|extra bait of picture stars. During the | 


}tion of Detroit Red Wings-N. Y. 
|Rangers fracas, deciding winner of | 
Stanley Cup and world’s hockey 
championship, was arranged by 
Mutual at last moment after broad- 
casting of local games had been 
barred first of season by manage- 
ment of Olympia arena, Detroit 
Airings of regular season contests 


were banned this year due to slump 
at b.o., after several vears of okay. 

With tain for tne final 
playoff game, arena officials relented 
just a day prior to finale and per- 
mitted CKLW to air the fracas and 
pipe it to Mutual and Canadian 
Broadcasting Co 

As a result, with no practice 
ing reculat eason and 
time for tune-up, Sieve Douglas was 
forced into the broadcast cold. Didn't 
require long for him to get warmed 
up, however, and he turned in nice 
job. Clear-cut voice and knowledge 
of the game. Avoided chief fault of 


arm 3.r.0. Ce@l 


dur- 


the ttle 


sports announcers by giving score 
and data concernins game. often. 
And, despite portisenship of Detroit 
fans, Douglas kent his stuff on an 
unbiased plane 

Commercial blurbs, unusually 
terse and well-snaced. handled 
nicely by Joe Gentile, who also in- 


terviewed visiting svorts writers be- 
{tween periods of ersme Rigged up 
short talks, after Red Wings had won 
fray, by Jack Adoms. menager 
the winners: Cant. Herbie Lewis. of 
the Wings, and Manever Les Patrick. 
of the Rangers. 

Program illustrates flexibility of 
Mutual stations in being: able to han- 
dle a last-minute commercial such 
as this. Pete. 
PAUL DOUGLAS 
Svorts talk 
10 Mins. 

CHESTERFIELD 

Daily, 6.35 p. m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Newell-Einmett) 

When he tackles a sports subject 

he knows, Paul Douglas can brin® 
| the kilocycles to life with vivid 
| spieling. Apparently baseball is right 
up his alley, so Douglas turns on the 
steam to good effect. At opening 


factual results for early portion, then 
turned to color stuff for windup. 
Latter part more colorful and Doug- 
las’ rapid-fire delivery was equal to 
| his potent adjective-tossing. 


Session included interview with 
| winning pitcher, who got off that 
‘Hello, Mom’ business to the folks 


back in Squeedunk. 
the old hokum bucket and classic for 
the occasion, typifying just the kind 
of baseballers Ring Lardner used to 
describe. 

Commercial at open and close 
slammed over neatly by Douglas. 
Entire show one of best of its kind 
| on the air and should cop attention. 

Opener was aired from Washington, 


| 


} 
| then moves to New York. Later 
| Stanzas will touch on various other 
sports. Hobe. 
FORD BOND 
Baseball Chatter 
| 10 Mins. 


| PALL MALL CIGARETTES 

Daily, 6:35 p. m. 

WEAF, New York 
(Compton) 


On the eve of the opening for two 
|} major baseball leagues, Ford Bond 


tional pastime off to a flying start 





than funny. But with some produc-| with a colorful though imaginary 
tion tightening the set-up ought to] visit to headquarters of the three 
do okay. Tim and Irene are like-! metropolitan New York pennant con- 
able. although finding just the | tenders. Strictly word-picture stuff 
proper line of attack to bring out) With the exception of the Yankees. 


their best possibilities may | 
little brain-wattage. Berigan’s music 
is snappy but commercially. Famed 


among the West 42d street (N. 7.31 
wisely 
modified his stuff for home consump- | 


‘cats’ as very swingo, he’s 


tion. Land. 


‘HARTFORD ON TEE AIR’ 

With Moshe Paranov's ensemble, 
Leonard Patricelli’s Men of Song, 
Phil Becker 

30 Mins.—Local 

HARTFORD ELECTRIC LIGHT CO. 

Sundays, 4 p.m. 

WTIC, Hartford 


Good will trend of leading indus- 
trial and utility sponsors reflected 
in this institutional half-hour dedi- 


cated principally to Hartford, Salz- 
burg of Southern New England. 
It's class fare all the way, un- 
derwriter apparently content to win 
appreciation of upper-statum hear- 
ers. Moshe Paranov’s string musick- 
ers expertly interpret nice selection 
classics to 


balanced by Men of Song, directed 
by Leonard Patricelli, stand-out 
choral general. Instrumentalists and 
vocalists get together in effective cli- 
max. 


Commercials, treated with taste 
by Phil Becker, addressed to thos« 
who are minded about improving 
home electrical equipment, and spon- 
sor gets in plug for women’s series 
| heard semi-weekly on WTIC. Pay- 
roller alludes to Hartford as ‘the 


which makes the tie- 
Elem. 


electriea! city,’ 
up a natural. 


need a| 


Bond brought Joe McCarthy, N. Y. 
American League contender, to the 


ment on his team’s prospects. 
With the Brooklyn team, Bond 
gave descriptions of leading players 


land a fair outline of Burleigh 
Grimes, new leader. Sports com- 
mentator did much the same with 


the N. Y. Giants, touching on new 
changes in line-up and the shift of 
Manager Bill Terry from active list 
| to bench manager. Wound up with 
the two pre-dated game scores avail- 
able. Commercial was pithy. 

Wear. 


BILLY BAER’S ORCHESTRA 
| With Adele Haehlen, Roy Bast 
15 Mins.—Loecal 

Sustaining 

Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 7 

WBNS, Columbus 
One of those unknown bands pos- 


p.m. 


sessing real musicianship plus per- 
sonality, Billy Baer’s orchestra has 
been packing them into the Ionian 
Room of the Deshler Wallick hotel 
in Columbus for six weeks in spite 
of starting from zero as regards 
build-up. 

Band manages to project a great 


deal of its infectious enthusiasm into 
its air programs, even at the dinner 
sessions, and clicks even better at 
the swingier late-evening broadcast 
from WCOL. Though swing is the 
|order of the Ionian Room 
exclusively, Baer’s lads have demon- 
strated at intervals that they can 
| Iso play them sweet when desired. 


Olis. 


| 
! | show he reeled off scores and other | 
fered for a hunting’ dog, and a plaid | 


of | 


second half of the hour stanza, Mc- | 


Quarrie brings a film name up from 
the audience to engage in one of 
those compliment-tossing sessions so 


dear to Hollywood and so familiar to | 


radio fans. He also has the marquee 
monarchs offer advice to the amateur 
troupers and sometimes to act eithe 


with him or with them in a scene 
from aé_ picture which they have 
made Latter is the more entertain- 
ing for dialers grown tired of the 


back-patting and the superlatives in 
which Hollywooders indulge 
Incidentally, one of the best bits of 
acting was done by Madeline Carroll, 
whose interview with McQuarrie got 
off to a bad start when she misspoke 
his name and whose reserved Eng- 
lish.maner seemed to disconcert him. 


Another Britisher, Basil Rathbone, 
turned in perhaps the best all- 
around performance of any guest 


heard to date. Following a friendly 
exchange with McQuarrie and a 
sincere sounding helpful word of ad- 
vice to the neophytes, Rathbone read 
some lines from Shakespeare with a 
delivery that was a joy to hear. A 
third English player, Binnie Barnes. 
was the essence of friendliness and 
frankness (as to her cabaret-singing 
start). Pat O’Brien (very unassum- 
int), Walter Brennan, Bill Gargan, 
Chester Morris and Gale Sondergard 
are among others who have guested. 

‘Do You Want to Be an Actor’ 
tanza has been improved since it 
tirst hit the NBC web, but it still i: 
a stronger program for audience than 
for loudspeaker reception. And Mc- 


| Quarrie occasionally works in a line 
| or includes a scene which might bet- 


Corny bit from | 


| WHAS, 





got his daily brief stint on the na- | 


mike for a short interview and com- | 


ter be omitted for family hearing. 
Booth demonstrated 
on Sealtest’s Saturday 
Night Party over NBC. She did a 
bit of agency-casting-room comedy 
in her ‘Three Men On A Horse’ vein, 
switched to ‘Romeo. and 
monologued in a dramatic mood 
about a cleaning woman in a large 
office building, and topped off the 
performance with a cockney song. 
James Melton, emcee, dialogued a 
bit with Miss Booth. mentioning the 
contrast in her present ‘Excursion’ 
role with that of ‘Three Men.’ 
Nancy McCord, last heard 
Broadway in ‘May Wine,’ was the 
second: guest. Sopranoed alone and 
'with Melton, and for the finale 
joined the company in its first ex- 
cerpt from Gilbert and Sullivan. 


Shirley 
versatility 


on 


Alexander 
nice piece of human-interest report- 
ine on a broadcast over CBS from 
Louisville, about a Cincin- 
' nati dentist who, with his wife, saved 
a thoroughbred from. destruction 
after it suffered a broken leg in a 
race, and who, on a farm at Verona, 
Ky.. is now bringing around other 
valuable horses that have met simi- 
lar mishaps. The DDS discovered a 
method of making a cast with a 


Baker Verdict Sticks 


Des Moines, April 20. 
Iowa Supreme Court has refused 
to set aside the sentence of a day in 
jail and $50 fine which it had pro- 
nounced earlier against Normzn Ba- 
ker, former operator of a cancer 
treatment institute at 
Iowa, and now operetor of a radio 
station in Mexico. 
Court also refused to grant a pe- 
tition for rehearing of the case. 


Minnie Dupree on WQXR 


Role of Ase, in last night's (Tues- 








| day? dramatization of Ibsen's ‘Peer 


Gynt’ by the WPA radio project 
over WQXR, N. Y., was played by 
Minnie Dupree. 

Miss Dupree essayed 


same part. 


| opposite the late Richard Mansfield’s 


almost | 


portrayal of the title role. when 
‘Gynt’ was originally produced in the 
U. S. 


How About 100-Yard Dash? 
Kansas City, April 20. 
Starr, KMBC 
nouncer, has a new chore. 
tecrs of America, social 
vanization, has booked him for a 
series of sports talks to convicts. 
Starr will speak at Federal Pen. 
Leavenworth, and at the Missouri 
State Pen, Jefferson City. 


Jack sports an- 
Volun- 


service oOr- 


Succeeds Lucy Monroe 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert booked 

iccessor to Lucy Monroe on the 
Bayer ‘Album’ through NBC artists 


Selectee is Jean Dickenson. 


‘ 


Pete deLima’s Connection 
Pete deLima has joined the Small- 
Landau agency in Hollywood. 
Latter specializes in film players. 


of trussing up a horse with a broken 


VARIETY 


Comment | 


‘dental 
necessity 





called 
obviates the 


substance 
which 


moulding 
stone,’ 


leg. (The latter technique usually 
causes a fatal attack of pneumonia— 
the reason veterinarians have been 
in the habit of immediately shooting 
thoroughbreds at race tracks.) 

In broadcasting news of the discov- 
ery, Woollcott made a plea that the 
triggering be discontinued. His first- 
hand tale of the farm, and the events 


leading up to its establishment prob- 
ably carried as strong an appeal to 
a variety of listene: as anything 
The Town Crier has recenily re- 
counted. Most of the mannerisms 


and slants which cause a segment of 
dialers to look upon Woolleott nas ‘af- 


fected’ were absent. Here Mr. W. was 
an alert reporter, skillful yvarner, and 
a lover of animal 

Neysa McNein tied in her guest- 
er on the ‘Heinz Magazine of the 
Air’ over CBS with her cover-il- 
iustration work for McCall's Maga- 
;z!ne (a smart plug). Explained that 
the editor had given her the @es- 


her | 


Juliet.’ | 


Woolleott contributed | 


Muscatine, | 


signment of drawing a series of por- 


traits of America’s most famous 
women and that she wonied listen- 
ers’ assistance in the difficult task 
of selecting the persons to be 
sketched. Miss McNein said she hed 
already ‘done’ Anne’ Lindbergh, 
Ketharine Cornell, Kirsten Flag- 
stad (singer included because her 
biggest success had been made in 
|} this country). Then told a vyaern 
} illustrating a point and ended with 
the statement that she was going 
out to buy a trailer. 

Artist displayed a pleasing voice 
and en easy delivery. Did not pur- 
sue the usual femme indirection on 
|} age—frankly said she had been il- 


lustrating for magazines for 20 vears, 
| Bert Lahr joined the Manhattan 
Merry-Go-Round (NBC) last Sunday 
night (19) with a script which didn't 


have many more laughs than dead 
spots. Although some of the mate- 
rial was well tailored to the Lahr 


| personality, it was haphazardly de- 
veloped and lacked  punchiness. 
| Oldies were well represented, in- 
cluding the one about the doctor who 
diagnosed a case as measles because 
he’s inclined to see snots before his 
eyes when deprived of his spectacles. 
| Stooge support was okay. 

Lahr’s scripts will apparently be 
strune together by a plot. Initial 
installment had him inheriting a 
country hotel and then undertaking 
to make a go of it. 





Ernest Cutting—it used to be Ernie 
when he was maestroing the old 
Vanderbilt theatre (N. Y.) intimate 
musical shows—has one of NBC's 
better matinee shows on WJZ 
Wednesdays. It’s titled ‘Airbreaks,’ 
|}a nifty billing for a glorified audi- 
tion »utlet to the sustaining roster. 
Being worthy artists basically, in 
order to comply with the NBC sus- 
taining standards, their parading be- 
fore the mike more or less insures a 
competent half-hour, risking only 
poor sequencing for any negative 


impression. Change of pace. how- 
ever, is sufficient to satisfy all 
around. 


On this session were heard Amelia 
Haberland, soprano, winner of a 1935 
radio competition; Clarence Nord- 
'strom, Libby Hall, Richard Reeves, 
basso now studying at Juilliard, and 
Cutting’s own nine-piece combina- 
tion. It used to be 16 men, but re- 
cently pruned, and still effective. The 
variety talent changes periodically 
in order to give each an ‘airbreak.’ 


| Norman Brokenshire paces an aft- 
|ernooner over WOR, New York, with 
Leo Freudberg’s very satisfactory or- 
chestra as the musical mainstay. This 
is the half-hour which E. Fitzgerald 
formerly m.c.’d, but he’s now exclhiu- 
sively committed to ballyhooing the 
Bamberger store's own WOR 
sions, 

Brokenshire, with his 
‘how-do-you-do’ inflection 
neering radio trademark) makes a 
breezy if betimes somewhat frisky 
session of it. Brokenshire’s incisive 
delivery is given a bit to the flowery 
side of it, when introducing the 
femmes particularly. However. since 
the variety of talent sustains the su- 
perlatives, that's all right. too. 

Barbara LaMarr, sustaining con- 
tralto: Paul Roberts, baritone, and 
Sylvia Cvyde, lyric soprano. alternate 
in the pop ballad specialties, and 
click, 


£OS8- 


standord 
ta Poe 


Richard Bonelli added to Ford's 
‘Universal Rhythm’ series. which 
switched to CBS last Saturday night 
(15). Helped somewhat to lift this 
provram out of its former small fam- 
ily time classification, It’s the stan- 
ves outstandines touch of class. even 
if the concert baritone confines him- 
self to the more familiar pop and 
folk standards, 

Rex Chandler proves as resource- 
ful as ever in making a simple e@r- 
rangement sound melodiously pleas- 
ant, while Alec Templeton confects 


nice parlor entertainment whether 
| he’s playing his digits on the picno 
jor inaalgine in character mimierys 

! Plus on this half-hour is a mode} 
‘from the angle of tersene Cony 
j}emphasizes the economy side of the 
product, and the wordave lends jte«elf 


to happy affirmation of that quality. 
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‘DON’T WALTZ WITH YOUR CHIN’ PUBS’ 





IDEA AT WALDORF RADIO MEETING 


Informal Powwow Attended by 75—Agree on Two 


Salient Points—No Lobbying or Fireworks as a 


General Policy 








7’ 
vv 


| Commodore L. B. in N. Y. | 





Watanabe Homing West 





Hollywood, April 20. 
Terminating his sustaining deal 
with NBC in the east, Frank Holden 
(Watanabe) hikes back to the Coast 





NEW CANADIAN GROUP 


Rintoul-Stiepock of N, ¥Y. Connected 
With Imperial 








Winnipeg, April 20. 

Rintoul-Stiepock, Inc., of N. Y., 
has been named advertising and 
sales promotion counsel for the 
newly formed Imperial Broadcasting 
System of western Canada. 

Imperial is an outgrowth of sta- 
tions either commercially operated 
or owned completely by Taylor, 
Pearson and Carson of Calgary. In- 
cluded are CJCA, Edmonton; CFAC, 
Calgary; CJOC, Lethbridge; CKCK, 


CORONATION 
GRIEF STARTS 


WMCA, New York, proposes to do 
eight broadcasts on its own out of 
England on the Coronation. Rule 
promulgated by the British Broad. 
casting Co, among’ NBC, CBS and 
Mutual bars these networks. from 
feeding the state proceedings to any 





: > station not regularly affiliated with 
Informal meeting of newspaper for a talk with Lewis Allen Weiss, | Regina; CKX, Brandon, and CKY,/them, WMCA will have Harlan 
publishers who own radio stations Cincinnati, April 20. | gm. of Don Lee chain, who has a| Winnipeg. Eugene Read do a twice daily com. 


was held yesterday afternoon (Tues- 
day) at the Hotel 
N. Y. About 75 attended. No notes 
were taken and nothing particular 
occurred. 

While lethargic in note the sense 
of the meeting seemed to be: 

(a) Newspaper-owned stations 
should not ask either the A.N.P.A. 
nor the N.A.B. to consider the 
peculiar position of the press-con- 
trolled broadcasters as they would 
be a minority without the sympathy 
of their contemporaries in both cases. 


(b) Newspaper stations should not 


set up a Washington lobby, but 
should work through their regular 
counsel and keep in touch with one 
another. 


Ex-Senator Dill was a speaker, as | 


were Louis G. Caldwell and Gard- 
ner Cowles. Latter stressed the idea 
of not lobbying or otherwise incit- 
ing artillery fire. Dill mentioned the 
six months license as a perennial 


Waldorf-Astoria, | 


His arduous winter with the Flo- 
rida Flotilla over Commodore L. B. 


tan. He will be in dry dock at the 
Waldorf-Astoria for several days. 


ing agencies know that they can buy 
WCKY now at 5,000 watts rates and 
get 10,000 watts within 60 days. F. 
C. C. recently gave the okay. 

WCKY will be feeding point Sun- 
day for General Motors ‘Good Neigh- 
bor’ and Jerry Belcher’s ‘Our Neigh- 
bor’ shows to NBC blue. Belcher ar- 
| rived Monday from Nashville. 








Coast Conventioneers to 


Los Angeles, April 20. 
Annual meeting of Radio Division 
of Pacific Advertising Clubs Assn. 





Wilson has taken a train to Manhat- | 


Ad Meet in Salt Lake: 





new program in the making for the 
character comic. 
Weiss is planning a heavy produc- | 


| tion outlay and build for a possible 
| Mutual hookup. 
Commodore is letting the advertis- | 





Hanrahan Runs WCPO 


Cincinnati, April 20. 

James C, Hanrahan, of Continental 
Radio Corp., Scripps-Howard sub- 
sidiary, is acting manager. of WCPO, 
which is undergoing numerous per- 
sonnel changes. Announcers added 
last week are Robert Knapp, from 
Springfield, O., and 
formerly of KSO, Des Moines, and | 
KFAB, Lincoln. 

Vernon Thornburg, a local lad new 
to radio, has been appointed as- 
sistant to Harry Hartman, sports 
spieler. Don Pavey, control opera- 
tor, joined the staff, coming from 
WLBC, Muncie, Ind, Frank Zwy- 
gart, announcer, has transferred to 





' 
} 


| 
| 








Keating to M. C. Chev. 


Hollywood, April 20. 

Fred Keating will emcee _ the 
Chevrolet program for the period of 
its Coast origination, depending on 
the time required for Dave Rubinoff 
to clean up his film work at 20th- 
Fox. Minimum = stretch is _ five 
weeks, 

Ella Logan and Walter Cassel 
take over the Virginia Rea and Jan 
Peerce singing spots. 





dramatized songs. 
Walter Craig is here producing. 


Fidler’s Added Show 
Chicago, April 20. 
Jimmy Fidler, flicker commenta- 
tor, starts on a twice-weekly sched- 
ule for Drene, Procter & Gamble 





3 Carmel Myers | 
Jim McCulla,| goes on the show for monologs and | 


ment from the other side, 

Only outlet which will be excepted 
from the BBC’s rule is WNYC, New 
York, municipally-owned and non- 
commercially operated. Word has 
come over that NBC and Columbia 
have already started squabbling for 
position along the line of march and 
else and that BBC issued a rebuke 
for premature release of time and 
schedule, neither of which was ac- 
curate, 





Personality Boy's Payoff 


Dale Carnegie has been set by 
N. W. Ayer agency for a local com- 
mercial. Starts April 30 for a Fri- 
day series over WOR at 8:30 p. m. 

Immigrant Savings Bank is okay- 
ing the vouchers. 





Roller Derby Sponsored 


source of weakness in radio. will be attended by most of the | wcKy here product, on May 21, adding Fri- : si: 
Discussion from the floor was | Coast delegates to the convention of : day night to his present Tues- WFBM _ SRBONS, hg gee i 

without benefit of introduction or | National Association of Broadcasters : day night stint. Will remain on an : sas acti go Asset . 

any record. A suggestion that com-|in Chicago. Local group will make KFRU Joins Cornbelt NBC red hookup, though the Friday nightly, bankrolle y rare 


bination rates be dropped and that 
a broad-minded attitude be taken 
on listing competitor radio logs did 
not arouse much enthusiasm. 
Shotgun divorce of press-radio has 
pubs worried somewhat, but there 
is no united sentiment apparently on 
what measures to take to combat the 
move. Several speakers pessi- 
mistically referred to the different 
political color of themselves and the 
administration in Washington. 





Spencer Bentiey, formerly § an- 
nouncer for two Procter & Gamble 
shows on NBC, has been hired for 
news comment work by Paramount 
newsreel. 


the stop-over at Salt Lake for one 
day, June 15. Harrison Holliway, 
KFI-KECA manager, is. division 
chairman. 

Speakers will be Donald Thorn- 
burgh, Columbia’s western chief; 
Ben McGlashan, owner of KGFJ; 
Lindsay Spight, Coast manager for 
John Blair, and a fourth stumper 
to be selected later. 





Leonard Lewis Joins World 


promotion staff of the World Broad- 
casting System, Inc., replacing Slo- 
cum Chapin, who recently quit to 
go with WOC, Davenport, Ia, 
Headquarters in N, Y. 





Leonard Lewis has joined the sales7 











Des Moines, April 20. 

KFRU, Columbia, Mo., has joined 
Corn Belt wireless net operated by 
WHO, Des Moines. WHO saluted the 
new station during the celebration 
of WHO’s 13th birthday party. 

Col. B. J. Palmer gave the wel- 
come and Gov. Lloyd C. Stark of 
Missouri answered from KFRU. 





L. K. Sidney to L. A. 


Louis K. Sidney, director of Loew- 
owned WHN, N. Y., leaves tomorrow 
(Thursday) for Coast. Will be gone 
three weeks. 





Trip isn’t on station biz. 


list will be somewhat shorter. Same 
time, however—10:30 eastern time. 

Set through Kastor agency here, 
price for additional shot reported at 
a straight $1,000. 





Burton to Kilgore, Texas 
Chicago, April 20. 

Deal has been set whereby Hall 
Burton takes over management of 
station KOCA, Kilgore, Texas, im- 
mediately, responsible only to James 
G. Ulmer, station owner. Both sal- 
ary and percentage figure in remu- 
neration. 

Burton was formerly a program 
executive of Affiliated Broadcasting 
Co. net here. 





Loan Company here, stanza eonsist- 
ing of description of Roller Derby 
now in progress at State Fair 
Grounds here. 

Len Riley, WFBM sportscaster, is 
at the mike, as well as Eddic Snider, 
who’s managing the skate marathon 
for Leo Sulzer, promoter. 





Thompson Loses Nash 

Dwight Cooke, producer on J, 
Walter Thompson’s New York staff, 
will shift to Hollywood along with 
the Grace Moore-Nash show May l. 
Thompson loses the account in Oc- 
tober. 

Geyer, Cornell & Newell will be 
the new agency. 








THE POWER AND THE KINGDOM OF WLW 
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The Power..... 


The clarity of WLW’s signal 
The excellence of WLW programs 
The loyalty of WLW’s audience 
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Ble REAL ond ORIGINAL King a Suing! 


LOUIS. 


ARMSTRONG 


NAS N.Y. PAR 
$$$ RECORD! 


“Satchmo’ sets new ALL-TIME 
OPENING DAY and new first 
five day records at New York 
Paramount Theatre, begin- 
ning April 14th, breaking 
previous records just made 


by Benny Goodman & Eddy 
Duchin! Legitimate fans 
dancing in aisles & on stage! 
Held over! 


-ARTISTS’. REPRESENTATIVES 





FLEISCHMANN. 


YEAST HOUR! 


Each Friday at 9 P. M., EST, 
on WJZ-NBC, hear Louis 


-and his band swing that 


music for J. Walter Thompson! 


o 


Personal Management 


_... JOSEPH G. GLASER 


R.K.O. BUILDING « + ROCKEFELLER CENTER, N.Y. AND HOLLYWOOD 


PHOTO 6 BY LEWIS F. sstuast 
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Awards for Educational Programs 


By Ohio Sta 


Columbus, April 20. 

Recordings of some 60 educational 
radio programs have been shipped 
here to judges of the first American 
Exhibition of Recordings of Educa- 
tional Radio Programs, who will at- 
tempt to name the most meritorious 
program of this type on the air. 
Winners will be named at the eighth 
annual Institute of Education by 
Radio at Ohio State University, May 
3-5. 

Awards will be made to exhibitors 


in two groups: educational institu- 
_tions and organizations, and com- 
mercial stations broadcasting educa- 
tional programs. Winners in four 
types of programs will be named 
in each group: lectures and _ talks; 


music and poetry readings; dialogues, 
round-tables, interviews, debates, 
etc.; and dramatizations. 





KMO’s Puyallup Studios | 


Tacoma, April 20. 
KMO, local indie station, opens its 
first remote studio at Puyallup, near- 
by farmer town, today. Station has 


leased space and expects to go on | 
the air from this new spot with ap- | 


propriate ceremonies, 
town’s officials and talent. 

Preceding the opening KMO pre- 
sented complete program for Cham- 
ber of Commerce membership. W. M. 
Angel will be the new 
Studio manager. 


including 


Theatre Mgr. on Vox Pop | 


Denver, April 20. 
KVOD has started a new program, 
*Voice of Public Opinion,’ a side- 
walk offering, with Harry Golub, 
manager of the Orpheum theatre, as 


the human question box. Running 
six days a week, 10 minutes, the 
program is aired in front of the 


Kortz-Lee Jewelry Co., sponsors. 
Placed by Ted Levy agency. 





Walter Thompson, ex-Omaha, Neb. 
tenoring over KYA, San Francisco. 


eu 


Puyallup |} 





Royalty Snubbed 





Station WQXR, high fidelity 
spot gone commercial, has of- 
ficially announced that it will 
offer nothing of impending cor- 
onation color before, during or 
after the ceremony. N. Y. sta- 
tion wants to be different. 

Strictly a non-conformist, 
station has ignored holi- 
day such as Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, Easter, etc., with 
strict orders against use of 
timely reference. 


also 














| BASEBALL IN ATLANTA 


Games Included — WATL’s 
Full Play-by-Play 


| Night 


Atlanta, April 20. 
Atlanta Crackers’ road games will 


te University Profs: 


+ 





} 
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WEVD FEEDS ‘NETWORK’ 


Program Goes to New Haven, Phila- 
delphia and Boston 








Hour program sponsored by the 
Garment Workers’ Union over New 
York’s ‘labor union’ station, WEVD, 
is now being fed WELI, New Haven, 


WRAX, Philly, and WCOP, Boston. | 


Program is piped out from N. Y. ! 


each Saturday morn. 


It’s the first of the labor union- 


— 


Inside Stufl—Radio 


Booking of both the Pickard Family and the Cumberland Ridge Run- 
ners on same WJJD Chicago program is a station headache. Neither hil!- 
billy act speaks to the other, each working in separate parts of the studio, 
and neither willing to use the same waitingroom before rehearsal time. 

Are set for a daily two-hour program sponsored by Drug Trade, and in- 
dications are, that nothing short of a good old-fashioned mountain feud js 
to take place before the contract is up. Both acts have handled the show 
alone and now the prime worry of each set as to who will be tops day by 





propagandizing programs to go ‘net- | day in the matter of fan mail. 


work.’ 
WEVD will move to new quarters 
present lease expires in six 


|} months. Broadcaster is now perched 


atop Claridge hotel, in Times Square. 


| 


‘No Phoney Stuf 
- On Baseball Is 





| 


| 


be aired this year by WGST for Gen- | 


eral Mills (Knox-Reeves, national, 
Rawson-Merrill, local agents). John 
Fulton will do the milking. Night 


as soon as CBS network schedules 
are cleared by station, while day 
games are slated to occupy conve- 
|nient spots in between web pro- 
| grams. 

WATL is preparing to put base- 
ball on uninterrupted night and day, 
according to Maurice Coleman, man- 
ager. While games have not been 
sold to sponsor, Coleman is working 
; on several prospects and expects to 
peddle them. Regardless, however, 
of sponsorship, games will be heard 
| over WATL, from time umpire yells 





| ‘play ball’ until last man is out, fact 


|; which Coleman is publicizing. 





Clifton Fadiman, book critic on 
| New Yorker mag, getting quizzed to 
night (Wednesday ) on the ‘Exploring 
the Seven Arts’ program WPA airs 
over WQXR, N. Y. Next week John 
Gassner, of the Theatre Guild, gets 
same going over. 








games are scheduled to get started | 





Repeat Warning 


FCC, with baseball! season this 
week under way, has issued warning 
to stations that they must not air 
‘dramatizations’ of games while the 
tilts are in progress, unless they can 
prove they have means of getting 
direct info from ball parks. 

Old stunt in broadcast circles is to 
listen in to another station, grab the 
event being play-by-play described, 
give it a three-second rehashing and 
serve it up as stealing station’s own. 

FCC last summer got swamped 
with rather a large number of com- 
plaints from stations asserting rivals 
—and naming ‘em—were using the 
easy means. 





Detroit, April 20. 

Charging discrimination, WJBK 
Monday (19) filed suit in Federal 
court here to compel Western Union 
Telegraph Co. to furnish station with 
play-by-play ticker service on De- 
troit Tigers’ out-of-town baseball 
games. Hearing on petition for writ 
of mandamus set for next Monday 
(26) before Judge Ernest A. O’Brien. 

Suit is aftermath of broadcast set- 


| 
| 
| 


| 
j 
| 
j 
| 





So far, no actual fighting has taken place, with each act coming into 
station through separate doors, and each working at separate ends of ag 
large studio, but full staff of station employees are on hand before, during 


and after the program until everybody is out. If tension continues plans 
are to use separate studios. 

Kenneth Goode tosses books off with regularity. Has run his string on 
advertising subjects up to around a dozen with two new ones off the 


Harper press, which are ‘What About Radio?’ 
ness.’ Latter is a collaboration with Zenn Kaufman. Goode keeps a file 
that flows over into books. His stuff documented with quotes from 
dozens of sources. Goode ropes ’em together with his own comment and 
observation. 

Another prospective book about radio in the agony stage between 
Prof. Herman Hettinger, who has become a radio tom-tom specialist, and 
Walter Neff, agency man formerly sales boss of WOR, New York. 


and ‘Showmanship in Busi- 


1S 


1S 





Ted Streibert, Johnny Johnstone and Chief Engineer Popple, of WOR, 
New York, were televised last week under laboratory conditions by the 
Hazletine Corp. in New York. Latter, a holding company for patents, is 
only company beside RCA testing television in New York regularly, 
Hazletine tentatively approached WOR for a possible future WOR-tele- 
vision alliance. 





| 
up for Tigers’ games, announced a | 
week ago, which prov:des for airing 
of both home and away contests | 
over WWJ and WXYZ’s state web, | 
with Western Union furnishing wire | 
| 
| 
! 
' 


STATIONS SHIFT REPS 





KTAR to E. Katz—KFOR to Weed— 
KFEQ te Kelly-Smith 
reports for away games and with 
White Star Refining and General 

Mills as split-sponsors. 

James F. Hopkins of WJBK has 
also filed complaint with Federal 
Communications Commish, asking 
permanent ruling on dispute and 
charging that a public carrier can- 
not legally refuse service whe. all 
provisions are met. Fearing FCC 
ruling would normally be held up 
until season was well wnder woy, | 
Hopkins decided meanwhile to seek 
court injunction, 


KTAR, Phoenix, has joined the list 
of the E. Katz Agency. Station's 
break with John Blair & Co. takes 
official effect May 15. 

KFOR, Lincoln, and KFEQ, St. 
Joseph, Mo., have also appointed 
new reps. Weed & Co. got the KFOR 
assignment, while the KFEQ repre- 
sentation went to the Kelly-Smith 
Co. 





Vacation time already at KSO and 
KRNT, Des Moines, with Gwen Mc- 
Cleary jaunting to California, Lens- 
ing Benet to Seattle and Mr. and 
Mrs. Nat Vincent heading for a vaca- 
tion in New York City. 


Sandra Kostner, who has a small | 
role in Broadway’s latest entry, ‘Cur- 
tain Call,’ is from radio and her hus- 
band is Ed Harvey, program director 
of WCAE, Pittsburgh. 
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has 2 major 


baseball teams 
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50,000 WATTS 
Philadelphia 


ROBERT A. STREET. Commercial Manager 
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THE WLW LINE (Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, 


New York) provides a// three essentials of proaucuive 
broadcasting: 


A circulation buy— primary coverage 
of territories in which 30% of the 
nation’s retail sales are made, for 
$1300 per evening half hour. 


A proving ground where, at reason- 
~ able cost, advertising and programs ideas 
may be tested adequately for soundness. 


Program and talent sources to 


provide just the right show for the prod- 
uct, insuring both audience and sales. 


These are the reasons why the WLW Line is ‘“‘7he Most 
Sensible Buy in Broadcasting. ”’ 


SOLE AGENTS 


~TRANSAMERIGHN BROADCASTING » TELEVISION CORP 


SOHN L. CLARK, President 


Complete Broadcasting Facilities Wired and Transcribed 


NEW YORK CHICAGO HO'.LYWOOD 
521 Fifth Avenue 333 North Michigan Avenue 5833 Fernwood Avenue 








Murray Hill 6-2370 STAte 0366 HOllywoo’ 5315 
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MORE OF WFBR'S 
CONFIDENCE MEN 


WFBR, Baltimore’s N. B. C. 
basic Red network outlet, lays 
sharp emphasis on its announcing 
staff, Realizing that it is their 
voices which do the actual selling 
for advertisers, each announcer is 





earefully chosen and_ trained. 
Hence their title: “Confidence 
men.” 





212-09-2750 


SOCIA”- SECURITY NUMBER 


HENRY HICKMAN, born in Wilming- 
ton, Delaware, studied law at the Uni- 
versity of Virginia; got into radio via a 
series of radio dramas for WRVA. An- 
nouncer, later manager at WDEL and 
WILM. Now assistant production man- 
ager of WFBR. 











216-09-6486 


SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 


PHIL CRIST, Baltimore born, bred and 
educated. Entered radio as a singer 
and among other engagements sang on 
a coast-to-coast hook-up for 15 weeks. 
Now announces on WFBR—and likes 
it better than warbling. 











SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 


BERT HANAUER, after graduating 
from Baltimore City College, went on 
the stage, played in movies, wrote for 
vaudeville. After two years with N. B. 
C., in 1931 he joined the staff of 
WEFEBR as Program Director. 











Public Confidence Protected 

Not only is it important to have 
contidence -inspiring announcers, 
but that confidence must be safe- 
guarded by a system of quiet cen- 
sorship over what the announcers 
may not say. 
liquor advertising; no _ station- 
break announcements for laxatives 
during evening hours; no“phoney” 
offers; no controversial! subjects; 
no “knocking” of competitors; no 
comparative prices. 


Important to Advertisers 

Last week WFBR pictured three 
of its announcers; today’s series 
completes the gallery of “confi- 
dence men.” Because the building 
of public confidence is of primary 
concern to advertisers, WFBR 
feels that this brief ‘““‘Who’s Who” 
is of general interest. 






N@TIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. 


| for control 
| John 


WFBR accepts no | 


tn Ballionore, tt 


Fight Over WNBO, 








New Orleans, April 20. 
A squabble over legal ownership 
of WBNO was aired at a special 
hearing on renewal of its license 
Thursday (15) by the Federal Com- 
munications Commission in the Cus- 
tom House here. F.C.C. represented 
by George B. Porter, assistant gen- 
eral counsel; Major A. V. Dalrymple, 
senior attorney; A. D. Ring, asst. 
chief engineer; and William T. Mas- 

sing, head of the license division. 
Application for renewal of the li- 
cense was presented by the Colli- 
seum Place Baptist church. Testi- 
mony at the hearing revealed a fight 


N. 0., Involves 


Politicians; F.C.C. Hears Testimony 


+ 





L. B. on Chain Breaks 





Cincinnati, April 20. 

L. B. Wilson, of WCKY here, 
sticks to his belief that chain- 
break announcements will 
eventually be eliminated by 
variety stations. He first made 
this prediction in one of his an- 
nual yogi predictions of things 
to come printed in VARIETY 
three years ago. 

But elimination won’t be in 
1937, says L. B. 














of the station between 


Shreveport Times and the Monroe 
News Star, who has an interest in 
the former W. K. Henderson station; 
former Mayor T. Semmes Walmsley 
of New Orleans, and former Gov- 
ernor James A. Noe, 

Hearing was held to discover if 
the church has violated the law in 
failing to exercise proper control 
over the station. Validity of Noe’s 
contract hinges on the government's 
renewal of the church’s license. 

Former Mayor Walmsley’s appear- 
ance at the hearing revealed that he 
bought a half interest in the station 
on September 29, 1934, from Edward 
R. Musso, who manages the station 
for the church, for $1,800. 


Musso denied selling a half inter- | 
est on the stand, claiming that the 


$1,800 Walmsley paid was for broad- 
cast time in the spring and early 
summer of 1935 and twice in 1936, 
when Huey P. Long and Walmsley 
fight was on. 

However, under further question- 
ing, Musso admitted telling Walms- 
ley he thought he could buy the sta- 
tion for $1,800 and that the Rev. 
Shelton G. Posey, former minister of 
the church, had been present and 
agreed. 

Church leased the station for one 
year to WBNO, Inc., a corporation 
in which Noe holds 197 shares, Wil- 
liam West, Jr., George Pierce and 
Musso, one share each. 
| Noe issued a statement declaring 
that the whole hearing was a politi- 
cal plan to prevent him from get- 
| ting WBNO, a plan in which he 
alleged Postmaster-General Farley 
was involved. 

Results of the hearing will be re- 
vealed in Washington. Federal party 
left here Thursday for Laredo for 
the trial of Norman Baker, E. R. 


§| Hood and Roy Richard for manu- 


| facturing phonograph record broad- 
| casts from Nueva Laredo, Mexico. 





Buckeye Group 


Primes Deal to 
Feed University 





Columbus, April 20. 
| A reciprocal agreement which will 
allow WOSU, Ohio State University 
station, to exchange programs with 
the Buckeye Network (WHKC- 
| WHK-WJAY) is in the making here. 
| Official o.k. at the university end is 
expected to close the deal this week. 
Under the exchange policy, WHKC 
will run a line into the WOSU con- 
trol room and pick up such educa- 
tional programs as the Buckeye net 
| wishes to carry. In return the uni- 
versity station will be permitted to 
pick up non-commercial musical 
programs from the network. 
Speculation here immediately 





turned to broadcasting of Ohio State 


| football games. 
On the face of the agreement the 
Buckeye stations will be in a choice 


under way, although execs here ex- 


be asked to pay the fee assessed on 
Stations which wish to carry the 
Ohio State games on a sustaining 
basis. 

Last year the Ohio State home 
games were Offered any station in 
the state which would pay a small 
fee to the university and take them 
on a sustaining basis. There .-ere 
no takers. 


Aubrey Guy, Jr., 
nouncer, last week 


'WHBQ to WMC. 


Memphis an- 
shifted from 


| prohibited. 


D. Ewing, publisher of ine | Japan Bans Shortwave; 


Fears Propaganda 


Toxyo, Marc Zé. 
Foreign residents have been noti- 
fied through their respective consu- 
lates that hereafter 
short-wave sets will be absolutely 
This is tough on fans 
who yearn for homeside programs. 


| Odd part about whole thing is that 
| short-wave sets are on sale every- | 


where. 
being operated by Jap citizens. 


Also Japun Broadcasting Corp. is | 


| extending its own short-wave activi- 


| ties so that Japs abroad can receive | 


| uncolored news from home. 





Feenamint Skips Heat 


Feenamint program fades off Mu- 
tual net with the May 23 broadcast. 
Account returns, after summer lay- 
off, in October. 

Only talent thus far set for the 
fall resumption is the Arnold John- 
son ore. 


operation of | 


Large numbers of them are | 
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EDITORS’ RESOLUTION 


Frown Upon Curb of Press Owner- 
ship of Stations 








Washington, April 20. 

Enactment of legislation or pro- 
mulgation of administrative policies 
barring newspapers from acquiring 
radio stations was opposed Satur- 
day (17) by American Society of 
Newspaper Editors at annual con- 
vention here, 

One of the several A.S.N.E, reso- 
lutions put the journalists on record 
as ‘deprecating efforts of Congress 
to prevent newspapers owning and 
| operating’ transmitters. 


Order Music on 
Coast Smallies: 


KFI Draws Fire 


Los Angeles, April 20. 

New Class D classification has been 
set up by Local 47, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, for group of 
| six of the smaller broadcasters in 
the Southern California area. Clas- 
sification sets up a reduced wage 
| scale, with a quota of three musi- 














| cians per station. 

Broadcasters coming under the 
| new setup are KIEV, KRKD, KGFJ, 
| KMPC, KFVD and KMTR. Stations 
| failing to comply with the three- 
man quota will be barred from re- 
mote control broadcasts. 

Local 
| the Earle C. Anthony stations, KFI 
|and KECA, to either install studio 
orchestras or discontinue remote 





broadcasts of dance bands. Under 
| their classification as ‘A’ stations, 


crews of 12 men are required for 
| strictly local broadcasts and 18 men 


47 has served demands on | 


FCC. VICTOR 
IN TEST SUIT 


Washington, April 20. 

Precedent-setting litigation involv. 
ing procedure in handling contested 
radio applications reached semi-final 
stages with a victory for the Federal] 
Communications Commission Mon- 
day (19) when District of Columbia 
appellate court approved dismissal 
of an injunction suit by Monocacy 
Broadcasting Co. in effort to obtain 
permit to build a station at Rock- 
ville, Md. 

Sustaining action of the Federal 
District Court, the appellate bench 
said Monocacy, instead of trying to 
compel the commish to issue a fran- 
chise without hearing, should appeal 
from the F. C. C. order which can- 
celled a grant and called for a sub- 
sequent hearing. Case is regarded 
by radio attorneys of considerable 
significance since it presents the 
question whether the F. C. C. can 
be restrained from rescinding an or- 
der once granted. 

Litigation dates back nearly a 
year, starting not long after Mo- 
nocacy filed a request for the Rock- 
ville franchise, which was granted 
July 2, 1935. In July, 1936, WCAU, 
Philadelphia, protested the grant, as 
did WOL, Washington. WCAU kick 
later was withdrawn and the WOL 
bleat was rejected as it came too 
late. Even with the protests out of 
the way, the commish announced it 
would reconsider the initial grant 
and hold a hearing on the Monocacy 
plea. 
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for combination chain-local stations. 

Musicians’ execs contend _ that 
neither of the Anthony stations pays 
for musicians used, as revenue for 
bands is derived from sponsors over 
both these NBC outlets. 
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Experienced advertisers have long 


that when WTIC is the station used in the Hart- 
| ford market, results show a startling improvement. 


' 


|Research Corporation—radio’s 


plain that the network probably will | Their most important finding can be summed up in 


| one sentence: 


WTIC Advertisers Obtain on the 
Average 149% More Coverage Than 
| Those Using the Next Favored Station 


WTIC 


The Travelers Broadcasting Service Corp. 


Paul W. Morency, General 
New 





Ross Federal Survey Unearths 
Important Evidence on Radio 


Advertising in Hartford 


But no one (not even WTIC officials) could say 
| exactly how many more ears are reached through 
|WTIC. Te clear up this mystery, the Ross Federal 


: “ie outstanding 
spot when the gridiron season gets | finders—was employed to probe into the situation. 


York Office: 220 EK, 42nd St.—J, 


SOLVING 


THE MYSTERY 





since discovered 





fact- 


OF THE 


LISTENING 


Here are the facts—based on thousands of phone 
calls made from February 28th to March 6th—that 
back this statement up. 


Of the radios turned on— 
60.72% were tuned to WTIC 
24.37% were tuned to the next most popular station 
6.54% were tuned to the third most popular station 
2.28% were tuned to the fourth most popular station 
6.09°%, were tuned to all other stations 


100.00% Total Calls 


So much for the City of Hartford. 
WTIC covers all 


In addition, 


of Connecticut, western Massa- 


chusetts and good size sections of New York, Ver- 


In its secondary 


* 


Mer. 
J. Weed, Mer. 


mont and New Hampshire. 
coverage area is a high-income audience of 1,737,810. 


In WTIC’s 


primary 


area are an additional 1,660,626. An 


interesting brochure giving complete figures on ths 
Ross Federal Survey will be gladly sent on reques*- 


50,000 WATTS 
HARTFORD, CONN. 


Member New England and NBC-WEAF Networks 
James F. Clancy, Business Mer. 
Chicago Office: * 


203 N. Wabash Ave.—C, CC. Weed, Mer. 
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TESTIMONIALS TO NBC LEADERSHIP 





ON THE PACIFIC COAST 


These Are the Advertisers Who Are Reaching 
Most Pacific Coast Listeners— Those Who Consistently 





Company 


Program , 








Allegheny Steel Co. 

American Can Co. 

American Home Products Corp. 
American Home Products Corp. 
American Home Products Corp. 
American Tobacco Company 


Axton-Fisher Tobacco Co. 


Bank of America National Trust & 
Savings Association 
Bristol-Myers Company 


Brown & Williamson Tobacco Co. 


California Conserving Co. 

Campana Sales Company 

Campana Sales Company 
(Moonglow Div.) 

Cardinet Candy Co. 

Carnation Company 

Carnation Company (Albers Bros. 
Milling) 

George W. Caswell Co. 

Cummer Products Company (Molle) 

Cycle Trades of America, Inc. 


Duart Sales Company, Ltd. 


Firestone Tire & Rubber Company 
F, W. Fitch Company 


Gallenkamp Stores Company 
General Electric Company 
General Foods Corp. 


General Foods Corp. 


General Foods Corp. 
General Foods Corp. 
General Foods Corp. 
General Mills, Inc. 
General Mills, Inc. 
General Mills, Inc. 
General Mills Inc. 
General Mills, Inc. 
General Motors Corp. 
General Motors Corp. 
Gilmore Oil Co. 


Horlick’s Malted Milk Corp. 
International Shoe Co. 
Iodent Chemical Co. 


Jergens-Woodbury Sales Corp. 
Jergens-Woodbury Sales Corp. 
Jergens-Woodbury Sales Corp. 
S. C. Johnson & Son, Inc. 


Kraft-Phenix Cheese Corp. 


Lamont Corliss & Co. 
Lamont Corliss & Co. 
Langendorf United Bakeries, Inc. 


Macfadden Publications, Inc. 


The Allegheny Metal Show 

Ben Bernie & Al! the Lads 

Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch 

Just Plain Bill 

John’s Other Wife 

Your Hit Parade & Lucky Strike 
Sweepstakes 

Ed Wynn with Graham McNamee 


House of Melody 

Town Hall Tonight—Fred Allen and 
Portland Hoffa 

The Raleigh & Kool Show starring 
Jack Pearl as Baro: Munchausen, 
Cliff Hall (Sharlie) 


Who Am I? 
First Nighter 


Moonglow Melodies 
Night Editor 
Carnation Contented Program 


Good Morning Tonite 
Woman’s Magazine of the Air 
Vox Pop 

Cycling the Kilocycles 


The Passing Parade 


The Voice of Firestone 
Sunset Dreams 


True Detective Mysteries 

Hour of Charm 

We, the People, Phillips H. Lord, 
Director 

Lanny Ross and the Maxwell House 
Showboat 

Stoopnagle & Budd 

Burns & Allen 

Jack Benny 

Sperry Sunday Special 

Weekday Special with Hazel Warner 

Martha Meade 

Woman’s Magazine of the Air 

Hollywood in Person 

C'c--ocol Motors Concerts 

Pontiae Varsity Show 

Gilmore Circus 


Lum & Abner 


Dr. Peter Puzzlewit 

Iodent Dress Rehearsal 

Walter Winchell 

Woodbury’s Rippling Rhythm Revue 

Follow the Moon 

Fibber McGee & Molly 

The Kraft Music Hall with Bing 
Crosby and Bob Burns 

Talks by Mrs. Roosevelt 

Husbands & Wives 

Langendorff Pictorial 

True Story Court of Human Rela- 
tions 





Tune In NBC Programs* 


: Company 


Manhattan Soap Co. 


J. W. Marrow Manufacturing 
Company 

Miles Laboratories, Inc. 

Miles Laboratories, Inc. 

John Morrell & Company 

Philip Morris & Company, Ltd. 

National Ice Advertising, Inc. 

Occidental Life Insurance Co, 

Owl Drug Co. 

Pacific Coast Borax Co. 

Pacific Guano Co. 

Packard Motor Company 


Packers Tar Soap, Inc, 
Pepsodent Company 
Princess Pat, Ltd. 

Procter & Gamble Co. 
Procter & Gamble Co. 
Procter & Gamble Co. 
Procter & Gamble Co. 
Procter & Gamble Co. 
Procter & Gamble Co. 
Procter & Gamble Co. 
Procter & Gamble Co. 
Procter & Gamble Co. 

Radio Corporation of .. erica 
Ralston Purina Company 
Regional Advertisers, Inc, 
Richfield Oil Company of California 
Scott Paper Co. 

Shell Union Oil Corporation 
Sherwin-Williams Company 
Signal Oil & Gas Co. 

David A. Smart, Publisher 
Standard Brands, Inc. 


Standard Brands, Inc. 

Standard Brands, Inc. 

Standard Brands, Ine. 

Standard Brands, Inc. 

Scandard Oil Company of California 
Standard Oil Company of California 
Sterling Products, Inc. 

Sterling Products, Ine. 

Sterling Products, Inc. 


Sterling Products, Ine. 

Studebaker Corp. 

Sussman Wormser & Co. 

Tillamook County Creamery Asso- 
ciation 

Union Oil Co. 

Wasey Products Company 

Wasey Products Company 

Welch Grape Juice Co. 

Wesson Oil & Snowdrift Sales Co. 


Program 


Looking at the World with Thomas 
Conrad Sawyer 


Henry Busse & His Orchestra 
Ratio Station E-Z-R-A 
National Barn Dance 
Tea Time at Morrells 
Philip Morris Program 
Frank Chapman, Gladys Swarthout 
Winning the West 
Treasure Island 
Death Valley Days 
Garden Guide 
Fred Astaire and Charles Butter- 
worth 
Thatcher Colt Mysteries 
Amos ’n’ Andy 
A Tale of Today 
Vie & Sade 
The Gospel Singer 
Pepper Young’s Family 
Jimmy Fidler in Hollywood Gossip 
The O’Neills 
The Story of Mary Marlin 
Ma Perkins 
G.iding Light 
Woman’s Magazine of the Air 
RCA Magic Key 
Marion Talley 
The Mystery Chef 
The Richfield Reporter 
Woman’s Magazine of the Air 
Joe Cook 
“a's Magazine of the Ain 
Carefree Carnival 
Coronet-on-the-Air 
The Baker’s Broadcast starring Rob- 
ert L. “Believe it or not” Ripley 
Do You Want to be an Actor? 
Rudy Vallee 
One Man’s Family 
The Fleischmann’s Yeast Program 
Standard School Broadcast 
Standard Symphony 
Backstage Wife 
How to be Charming 
Manhattan Merry Go Round starring 
Bert Lahr 
American Album of Familiar Music 
Studebaker Champions 
S & W Junior News 


3ennie Walker’s Tillamook Kitchen 
Thrills 

Voice of Experience 

Singin’ Sam, the Barbasol Man 
Irene Rich 

Hawthorne House 








*For proof—we have a survey, too! Any NBC salesman will show it 
to you. Or write our nearest office for a copy. 
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Agencies—Sponsors 





F. B. Ryan and Myron Kirk, of | 


Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, returned | 
east after a Coast survey and look in 
on their three Hollywood shows. 





Spalding sporting goods outfit 
shopping around for a name to han- 
die half hour sport show. 
Raft among the nominees. 





Scott’s Towel has extended the run 
of contracts on most of the partici- 
pation tieups with women’s pro- 
grams. J. Walter Thompson han- 
dling. 





Fern Furniture Co. of Schenectady 
and Albany, has purchased WGY 
time for a series of dramatized an- 
nouncements weekly, through Leigh- 
ton & Nelson. 





Schreiber Brewing Co., of Buffalo, 
has placed its account with Moss- 
Chase Co., of the same city. Is using | 
radio. 





Morris Plan Industrial Bank — of 
Sehenectady ‘has purchased time for 


13 five-minute transcriptions on Sun- | 


day morning over WGY, effective 
April 25, through Leighton & Nelson. 
Platters dramatize methods of bank- | 
ing institutions in meeting problems | 
of typical listeners. 





Bamby Bread done with Majestic 
theatre amateur show 
WICC, Bridgeport. 





Although WEOA, Evansville, Ind., 
is not affiliated with the Columbia 
web, it has been added to the 
‘March of Time’ show for Electrolux. 
It’s home town of Servel. 





Severeign Service is using two 
One-minute transcriptions per day on 
KRNT, Des .Moines and WMT, 


George | | 


tie-up via/| 





Waterloo and Cedar Rapids. Han- 
| dled by Potts-Turnbull, Kansas City. 





| Gardner Nursey, Osage, lowa, is 
| sponsoring 15 minutes of the April 
1/17 and 24 Iowa Barn Dance Frolic 
| WHO, Des 


broadcasts, Moines. 





WHN, N. Y., has had R.O. Wat- 
| kins (shampoo) renew for third time 
its Friday night ‘Movie Club,’ pro- 
duced by George Nobbs, 


| Harris handling the pic w.k. inter- 


views. B.B.D. & O. set 

‘Welch Tomato Juice’ aboard 
| WHN, N. Y. with two daily, Monday | 
| through Friday ,series of spots; 13 
| weeks. H. W. Kastor placed. 
| Harry. J. Treu, furrier, has 


splashed a quarter-hour e.t. program, 
spotted early in am. Monday 
through Saturday on WMCA, N. Y. 
Agency, J. Dresner. 





Webster-Eisenlohr (cigars) spon- 
soring late afternoon racing results’ 
period of 1 mins. on WMCA, N. Y. 





| Daily save Sundays for 23 weeks. 
N. W. yar placed. 

Sullivan Co., of Memphis, makers 
©\of the’ wood-preserver, X-It, and 


| waterproofing products, will include 
| radio in its campaign. Account has 
two agencies, both of Memphis, Cole 
& Co. and O’Callaghan Adv. Agency. 





E. P. Reed. & Co. (shoes), through 
Geyer Cornell & Newell, New York, 


quarter-hour weekly transcriptions, 
ending May 20. 





Procter & Gamble signed for 90 
one-mnute spots on KFRC,. San 
Francisco, on behalf of Crisco. Con- 
tract ends Oct. 29. Placed through 
Compton agency, New York. 








famed School of Christianity, Kan- 














Your 


~~ 


eres 


this summer in 


COLORADO 


best customers, 
them, from the Midwest and South- 
west, will spend $15,000,000 in the 
Pike’s Peak Region this summer . 
be there with them on South- 
ern Colorado's standout station. 


400,000 of 


4 


4.3 Syrrines 


Associated with KLZ, WKY, and 


The 


Oklahoma Publishing Co. 
epresented by E. Katz Special Adv. 


Agency 
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Advertisers who want to get 
their message across to the 
world’s richest market effec- 
tively and economically use 
New York's No. 1 Showman- 
ship Station. 


on KFRC, San Francisco, with seven | 





with Radie | 











RADIO WORRIES 


Air Hint That Miami Is Expensive 
Draws Protest 


Hard Lines 


Louisville, April 20. 

Joe Wheeler and Bill Blan- 
ton of WHAS went to the 
wrong auditorium to service a 
remote pickup of a spelling bee. 
They finally realized the empty 
place couldn't be the right spot 
and were able to get part, not 
all, of the stunt from the other 
auditorium to which they fran- 
tically rushed. 

Boys are now doing a slow, 
even burn on all sides as they 











Miami, April 20. 

Local hostelries, always hyper- 
sensitive over their scale of prices, 
burned over intimation that Miami 
room rates are high, which was 
made on a recent ‘Betty and Bob’ 
(General Mills) serial episode. 
WQAM airs locally. 

Miami Chamber of Commerce put 
|in a heated complaint, asking for a 
} retraction on a subsequent program. 








have been’ kidded in_ the 
Courier-Journal, which owns 
WHAS, and their alibi is that a 


memo from the 
the wrong 


Tony Wons’ Return 


newspaper gave 
instructions, 














| for Sun Oil Co. three nights weekly 








| by Hinds. Scripter, 
;own material, is 


} 


| Tony Wons will make a radio 
KYA, San Francisco, | comeback in the autumn. 
with quarter-hour morning devo-| Verse-vender has been ill for a 
tions daily except Sunday, starting | year due to recurrence of a lung ail- 
April 18. Live talent, George Gibson | ment originally contracted by Wons 
Davis. during the war. 

Condition has much improved dur- 
ing last couple of months, and medi- 
have o.k.’d his mike return, 


sas City, on 





Golden Age Corp. (noodles),| “* 
through Gotham agency, New York, | COs 
taking 50-word plugs through June 
24. 





NBC Spot Still Unfilled 
Chicago, April 20. 





Borden’s (chocolate milk) has re- | 


newed its newscasts with John B.| No replacement has been made 
Hughes, 10 minutes thrice daily on| in the local NBC program depart- 
KFRC, San Francisco. McCann-| ment to fill vacancy left by Ken 
Erickson. Robinson, who was recently pro- 





moted from assistant continuity edi- 
New York State Broadcasting Sys- ‘tor to continuity editor when Larry 
tem is now carrying a daily Italian Holcomb resigned to head radio de- 
Newspaper of the Air for A. Gioia | | partment of Fletcher and Ellis ad 
Brothers, Rochester macaroni manu-| agency, N. Y. 
facturers. Heard last week, in Italian,| Probably will promote one of 
on the 5:45-6 p.m. slot. Sponsor for | writers now working at NBC to post 
sometime presented over various up- | of assistant editor, and take on addi- 
state stations a musical program, | tional scripter. 
‘Italian Intermezzo,’ with bilingual | 
announcements. 











Web Coverage of Relays 
Plato Sales & Service Co. using | Des Moines, April 20. 
Bigelow Twins in Saturday 15-| Gene Shumate, announcer for 
minuter at WELI, New Haven. KSO and KRNT, Des Moines, will be 
at the CBS microphone reporting the 
United Drug Co. is spotting an-/ annual Drake Relays in Des Moines 

other seasonal series of ‘Magic Hour’! on April 24. 

transcription programs on stations; Reggie Martin, formerly with the 
throughout the country as special! Des Moines stations and now with 
plug for its 1l-cent sales in Rexall|Central States Broadcasting Co., 
and affiliated drug stores. Each re-| Lincoln, Nebr., will cover ‘proceed- 
cording consists of 15-minute musical | ings for NBC through station KSO. 
program with James Melton, Gogo Shumate will go to the Kansas Re- 
De Lys, Norsemen quartet, and Don} lays on April 17 to get a line on the 
Voorhees orchestra as outstanding | various athletes participating in the 
artists. Street & Finney Agency.| Drake Relays. 

Walter Craig production. 











Taylor-Dunne for Lux 
Hollywood, April 20. 
Robert Taylor and Irene Dunne 
have been teamed for the Lux 
broadcast April 26. 
They will do ‘Magnificent Obses- 
sion.’ 


Jim Healey doing news comment 


over WGY, Schenectady, has signed 
to handle a sports program on same 
station for Penn Tobacco and_ other 
three evenings. 








General Mills is sponsoring a three- 
hour daily afternoon variety show 
on WMCA, N. Y., commencing today 
(Wed.) and continuing through the 


Zari Gottfried’s mandolin ensemble 
in midweek spot at WICC, New Ha- 
ven. 


————_. 


TALK DX REGULARLY: 
TONGUE-TIED ON KANS 


Wichita, Kan., April 20. 

Comical stunt of Kansas conven. 
tion of American Radio Relay 
League, which closed two-day ses. 
sions here Sunday, was amateur 
radio announcing contest conducted 
over KANS. Three of 12 contestants, 
who talk frequently over own short- 
wave sets, froze up completely when 
facing studio mike. 

Some 200 attended technical pro- 
grams, among which were two Aus- 
tralians, Charles Arthur, Sydney, and 
George Gray, Brisbane. 


Gen. Foods on CBS 


General Foods will retain Kate 
Smith’s present Thursday night spot 
on Columbia when she moves to the 
former’s payroll in August. 

Hour (8 to 9 p. m.) will plug 
Calumet baking powder and Swans- 
down flour. 











Klinger Opens Agency 

A. A. Klinger, who has been with 
Alsop Radio, Inc., since it was or- 
ganized (under another title) in 
1934, resigned this week to open his 
own agency, the Klinger Advertising 
Corp. 

Has Madison Personal Loan ac- 
count for New York City. 





Sup Prove 
ROCHESTER 



















RADIO PROMOTION MAN 


A young man now on the contact and 

we staff of a leading 4-A agency 

elieves he has a flair for media pro- 
oT He is able to handle station 
publicity, as well as to manage all 
advertising detail from copy to plates. 
He is also experienced in the pro- 
duction of various types of visual 
presentations. He wants $60 a week 
to start and may be reached by writing 
to “Promotion” in care of this paper. 











summer. 

On periods will be an ore, solo- 
ists and comics. Also Garnett Marks 
and King Lear will give running 
chatter on progressions of various 
ball games, scores being reeled off 
every half-inning. Bob Carter, sta- 
tion’s chief announcer, will release 
race results, and Buddy Cantor will 
chatter Hollywood gossip. 





Nick Carter has scrammed Benton 
& Bowles payroll. 





Ford, Browne & Mathews agency, | 
Chicago, readying an ether cam- |! 
paign for the Parris-Dunn Corp., 
makers of the Dun-Charger. 





Reassured After Three Years 

Cedar Rapids, Ia., April 20. 
Dr. L. E. Rayburn, member of the | 
WMT sales staff, has been with the | 
station for the last three years. Doc | 
finally decided that the job is perma- | 
nent. | 
Hahs just moved his family from | 
Oskaloosa to Cedar Rapids. | 
| 








which started March 8. 


terest is at a new high. 





Name Guests in Hartford 
Hartford, April 20. 
Helen’s Beauty Shops splurging on | 
guests for weekly WTIC variety | 
ride. J. Harold Murray in Sunday 
(18). 
Coming attractions include Baby 
Rose Marie, Paul Draper and Don} 
Alvarez. 


D.C. 


Champion's School. 


advertisers, 





Ponder Maria Sermolino 
Series of commentator programs by 
Maria Sermolino is being dickered | 
who would spiel | 
former managing | 
editor of the Delineator. Guested on | 
recent Hinds show. 





McNaught Syndicate trying to ped- 
dle air serial rights to ‘The Bungle | 
Family’ comic strip. 

No nibbles yet. 















Peddle ‘Bungle Family’ | 
| 





THE TEST STATION 
OF THE NATION 


DAYTON, OHIO 


JOHN BLAIR & CO. — Representative 





15,000 Miami Valley School children are spelling 
themselves hoarse for the right to appear before 


the mike in WHIO'’s Third Annual Spelling Bee, 


The “Bee” 


is aired for 


30 minutes twice a week. School and parent in- 


To Miami Valley’s Cham- 


pion Speller, WHIO will award a 5-day-all ex- 
penses-paid trip with an escort to Washington, 


In addition. special prizes will be given City 
and County winners, and a cup to the County 
Building listener good-will 
and response, a WHIO habit, builds sales for 


WHI ne } 
|| n | i 
JUTUIUIUR 


DAYTON 
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Arde Bulova, watch and station 


cratic National Committee, associa 
ing activities. Bulova’s actual 
Harold G. Lafount, who was with 
Bulova has been trying to get 
which has a seventh of*the time 
give up his franchise. 


cumstances. 
get beyond Bulova’s hired hands. 


Democratic National Committee. 
New York. 





x Report Hurja with Bulova 


Hurja, Postmaster General James J. Farley’s statistician in the Demo- 


negotiator 


With WHBI out of the picture WNEW would 
become a full time outlet, but Scherer refuses to sell under any cir- 


Attempt to check the Hurja angle last week. with Bulova failed to 


magnate, is reported to have Emil 


ted with him in his station acquir- 
in the various deals is 
the old Federal Radio Commission. 
Irving Scherer of WHBI, Newark, 
on 1250 kc, WNEW’S channel, to 


Hurja resigned recently from the 
Bulova last week acquired WLWL, 








WHAS REVISES POLICY | KMTR’s New Layout 


Fermerly. Apprehensive: About Play- 


By-Play Broadcasts 

* +» Louisville, April 20. 
WHAS is airing all 

Colonels American 
games, starting with the game here 
between Toledo and Louisville Sat- 
urday (17). Home games will be 
remoted direct from Parkway Field, 


Louisville 


while games out of town will be | 


taken 


nouncer. 
Joe Wheeler, WHAS sports spieler, 
will handle the broadcasts from 


Parkway Field as well as the tele- 
graphic reports, without the aid of 
an assistant. 

General Mills sponsoring on be- 
half of Wheaties. This season marks 
the first in which WHAS has been 
receptive to carrying full schedule 
of baseball broadcasts, its con- 
tention previously having been that 
a daily play-by-play airing would 
surfeit listening audience with too 
much baseball. 


Association | 


off the ticker, and play-by- | 
play account delivered by local an- | 


Hollywood, April 20. 

Vic Dalton has been forced to 
move KMTR off United Artists lot 
and is setting up new quarters ona 
|four-acre site recently purchased. 
| Picture company issued the vacat- 
|ing order and will use the property 
|to take care of an expansion pro- 
gram. 
New radio studio will have a thea- 
| tre adjoining. 


| 
| 
| 











WCKY in Traffic Court 
Cincinnati, April 20. 
| WCKY has deal to broadcast from 
| traffic court starting this Friday (23). 
| Will occupy half an hour, 9-9:30, on 
| safety angle. 

Judge Joe Goodenough okayed. 





Robinson Set, Rolf Repeats 
Edward G. Robinson has been set 
by the William Morris office for 


and May 13. 





(Thursday) night. 


dates on Kate Smith shows April 29 


Agency also has placed Erik Rolf | 
for repeat on Vallee show tomorrow | stations), three 30-minute periods. 
| WNEW—31 half-hour; 65 15-minute 


ONE AGENCY ok To 
O/ tifa. 


Schillin Agency Placements 
for Notable— 





Retailers 
Former Partner 
WNEW as Sales Topper 
Draws $37,000 Annually 


TOPS WEBS 


Some hint of the 


financial 


market is conveyed by the e 


who is now sales manager of one of 
the independent Manhattan stations. 
Schillin Advertising agency, the 
outfit involved, has under sponsor- 
ship a variety of local advertisers 
in Greater New York, some 87 hours 
of air time per week. 
ber of 
less. 
Agency 





programs are 15 minutes or 


has 14 full-hour 
casts, 54 half-hour programs, 148 
15-minute’ stints, 27 five-minute 
periods and 412 one-minute spot an- 
nouncements on the airwaves per 
week. Biz has been running 25% 
|! ahead of the same time for first threc 
months this year with indications 
that summer bookings will be 30% 
ahead of 1936. 

Manner in which time is 
among stations follows: 

WOR (also two other Mutual chain 


broad- 
| 


| 





split 


NAAT. 


with | 


scope 
of purely local radio to those on the 
sales end in the rich New York 


stimate | 


made by one local agency this week 
of its time placements and the re- 
puted salary of its former partner | 


Largest num- | 


‘SIDELIGHT ON LOCAL SALES 


+ 





Rules for Its 


Canadian Rate Cards 








Canadian stations’ rate cards 
often include information not 
usually found on American 
answers to ‘how much?’ Some 
of the info passed on includes 
full list of the stations that can 
be picked up in area, the atti- 
tude of local dailies toward ra- 
dio, those maintaining columns, 
etc. 


Also merchandising and othe! 
policy matters are often 
plained in more detail 
Canadian rate cards. 


ex- 


on the 











| periods; nine 5-min. programs and 
120 announcements. 

WMCA—Six half-hour; 25 15-min. 
| periods, 100 announcements. 


WHOM—14 half-hour; 15 15-min. 
periods; 18 5-min. programs; 60 an- 
nouncements. 
| WAAT—Seven one-hour shows; 33 
|15-min. periods; 60 announcements. 
WHN—Seven 
announcements. 
WHBI—Ten 15-minute shows. 

Herman Bess, sales director for 
WNEW, N. Y., and former partner 
of Schillin, is reputed to earn a flat 
salary of $750 per week or in excess 
of $37,000 annually. New recent 
agreement is reported to supplant 
|former pact calling for $20,000 per 
year. 

Network salesmen average from 
$50 weekly to $10,000 annually, with 
Mutual tops in monetary distribu- 
tion and NBC reported paying the 
lowest of the three in N. Y. 


"9 


4 


one-hour shows; 





+ 








KOMO-KJR, Seattle, Adopts House 


Account Salesmen 


Seattle, April 20. 

KOMO-KJR (NBC) announces rad- 
ical change in national spot business 
over these stations with H. M, 
Feltis, commercial manager, appoint- 
ing Arthur Gerbel, Jr., as head of 
national advertising department. In 
addition to creation of this new di- 
vision, local sales department was 
revamped with assignment of cer- 
tain accounts originating in agencies 


to individual salesmen. 

In this set-up each local agency 
will have one commercial repre- 
entative from these stations to pay 


the luncheon checks. Feltis also said 
that each local salesman will handle 
prospective accounts for only a pe- 
riod of 13 weeks unless the legman 
clicks. In order to further classify 
the division of accounts not handled 
through agencies, each 
a list of classifications assigned on 
a six months’ basis to contact all 
accounts in these classifications. Com- 
mercial staff now consists of W. B. 


salesman has 


Stuht, J. F. Hiddleston and Cc. L. 
Harris. 
With new national division now 


in operation a uniform merchandis- 
ing policy has been adopted for all 
accounts, local. and national, 100 
letters free, with exception of stamps, 
display setups, contacting key dis- 
tributors, auditions in studio, arrang- 
ing for other service through local 
direct mail, gratis announcements 
week prior to starting date and first 
week of campaign, 





Bill Seymour, from radio fan 
mags, now editing news and chalk- 
ing continuity for WKRC, Cincin- 
nati. 























THEY WERE SURPRISED 


DOG O44 44 4444444446446446446444644444444644444444444444 


Carl Myers, WGN—Jack DeWitt, WSM—I. R. Baker, RCA— 
and other engineering authorities at Havana Conference were 
running over the dial on a big radio, testing to find which 
American radio station came into Cuba with the best signal. 


THEY WERE SURPRISED—THE WINNER WAS WCKY 


CF SE RRR AAAAAAAAAAAAADAADAAADDAADDAADADADAAAAAAAAAAAD AAA 


CUBA HAS KNOWN IT FOR AGES! 


L. B. WILSON 
Ten Kilowatts Very Soon 
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Ted Collins Handles Crowley 


Ted Collins has taken Fordhain’s 
football coach, Jim Crowley, under 
exclusive air contract. 

Crowley will appear in series of 
guest-gabs on Kate Smith’s Genera! 


Foods’ program. Last autumn the 
cocah did pair of appearances on 
Miss Smith’s A. & P. variety pro- 


gram. 
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F.C.C.’S WASHINGTON DOCKET | 





DECISIONS 


Washington, April 20. 

Alabama: H. O. Davis, Mobile, application for new 
station to be operated on 610 ke with 250 watts nights, 
500 watts days, denied as in cases of default. 

California: KHSL, Golden Empire Broadcasting Co., 
Chico, denied petition to operate under new assign- 
ment of 1260 ke with 250 watts, pending compliance 
with Rule 131 

Colorado: KLZ, Denver, commish dismissed without 
prejudice application for new station to be operated 
on 1210 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days (dis- 


| missed petition of Colorado Radio Corp. to intervene 


in hearing of above application). 

Florida: WDBO, Orlando, granted daytime 
boost from 1] to 5 kw. 

Georgia: WAYX, Waycross, granted day power in- 


pe W er 


| crease from 100 to 250 watts. 





“The Romantic Voice” 
OF 


JERRY 
COOPER 


for 
Procter & Gamble 
DRENE SHAMPOO 


THURSDAY, 7:45 °.M. 
COAST-TO-COAST 
WJZ 





Michigan: King-Trendle, Detroit, granted extension 
of authority to transmit programs from WXYZ, De- 
troit. to stations of the Canadian Radio Commission. 

Minnesota: KSTP, St. Paul, granted consent to in- 


' yoluntary transfer of control of the National Battery 


Broadcasting Co., from Lytton J. Shields, deceased, to 
the present stockholders’ legal representatives—the 
First Trust Co., St. Paul, Helen B. Shields and Frank 
J. Anderson, representatives of the estate. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Arizona: KCRJ, Charles C. Robinson, Jerome, install 
vertical antenna, boost power from 100 watts to 100 
watts nights, 250 watts days, change hours of operation 
from specified to unlimited. 

Arkansas: Ward Optical Co., Fayetteville, new 
| tion to be operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts. 

California: KQW, Pacific Agricultural Foundation, 
Ltd., San Jose, erect vertical antenna, boost power 
from 1 kw to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days; R. M. Dickinson, 
San Diego, new station to be operated on 890 ke with 
1 kw nights, 5 kw days. 

Georgia: Brenau College, Gainesville, new station 
| to be operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 
| watts days; Arthur Lucas, Savannah, new station to be 
operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts. 

Illinois: WBBM, Chicago, change hours of operation 
from simultaneous days, synchronous nights with 
| KFAB, Lincoln, Neb., to unlimited (contingent on 
KFAB being granted frequency change). 

Indiana: Curtis Radiocasting Corp., Richmond, new 


sta- 


| station to be operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts nights, 


250 watts days. 

Michigan: Genesee Radio Corporation, Flint, new 
station to be operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days. 

Minnesota: KATE, Albert Lea, new station to be 
| operated on 1420 ke with 250 watts; WMIN, Edward 
Hoffman, St. Paul, change frequency from 1370 to 1400 
| ke and boost night power from 100 to 250 watts; South- 
ern Minnesota Supply Co., Mankato, new station to be 
operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts 

days. 

Missouri: KFRU, Columbia, install vertical antenna, 
increase power from 500 watts nights, 1 kw days, to 
5 kw; KXBY, First National Television, Inc., Kansas 
City, increase power from 1 to 5 kw. 

Nebraska: KFAB, Lincoln, install new transmitter 
and directional antenna for night use, change fre- 
quency from 770 to 1080 kc, power from 10 to 50 kw, 
hours of operation from simultaneous days, sharing 
with WBBM, Chicago, nights, to unlimited. 

North Carolina: WFNC, Fayetteville, new station to 
be operated on 1310 kc with 250 watts days only; Burl 
Vance Hedrick, near Salisbury, new station to be 
operated on 1340 kc with 1 kw, days only; WEED, 
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RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas 


William Avera Wynne, Rocky Mount, jump power 
from 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, to 500 watts, 
change frequency from 1420 ke to 1240 ke, change 
hours of operation from unlimited days, sharing with 
WCHYV, Charlottesville, Va., to unlimited, and install 
directional antenna for night use. 

North Dakota: KRMC, Roberts-MacNab Co., James- 
town, change frequency from 1310 ke to 1370 ke and 
hours of operation from simultaneous days 
KVOX, Moorhead, Minn., sharing with KVOX nights, 
to unlimited. 

Ohio: William F. Maag, Youngstown, new station to 





with | 


be operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts, daytimes only. | 


Oxlahoma: Harry Schwartz, Tulsa, new station to 
be operated on 1310 ke, with 250 watts, days. 

Oregon: KSLM, Salem, change frequency from 1370 
ke to 1360 ke, jump power from 100 to 500 watts. 

Pennsylvania: WFIL, Philadelphia, install directional 
antenna for day and night use, increase power from 
1 to 5 kw. 

Puerto Rico: United Theatres, Inc., San Juan, 
station to be operated on 570 ke with 1 kw. 

Texas: Radio Enterprises, Inc., Lufkin, new station 
to be operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts, days only; 
E. B. McChristy, Brownwood, new station to bé oper- 
ated on 630 ke with 520 watts, days; KONO, Mission 
Broadcasting Co., San Antonio, voluntary assignment 


new 


of license to Eugene J. Roth. 
Washington: KPQ, Wenatchee, change frequency 
from 1500 to 1360 ke, boost power from 100 watts 


nights, 250 watts days, to 1 kw. 
West Virginia: WSAZ, Huntington, boost 


from 1 to 5 kw. 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


Michigan: Twin applications for new stations for 
Escanaba were recommended for the waste-basket by 
Examiner R. H. Hyde. Request of W. H. Marolf for 
a 100-watter on 1500 ke should be denied, Hyde told 
Commish, since the applicant failed to show at the 
hearing. Escanaba Daily Press, seeking the same 
assignment except for its bid for daytime power only, 
asked for too many continuances of its hearing and 
therefore should be dismissed. 

Tennessee: Scuffle for a new station for Johnson 
City was temporarily ended when Examiner George 


H. Hill gave the Johnson City Broadcasting Co. the 
inside track, leaving Richard M. Casto, seeking the 


same assignment, trailing. Requests were heard sep- 
arately, though Casto asked that the two cases be | 
consolidated in one report. | 
Co., comprising W. 


Johnson City Broadcasting 
Hanes Lancaster, well-to-do citizen, and J. W. Bird- | 
well, amateur radio operator, proposes to erect a 


$15,000 transmitter on 
250 watts days. 


1200 ke with 
Operation would 


100 watts nights, | 
be supervised by | 


Birdwell, who has been employed by various radio 
stations. 
Several pending applications stand in the way of 


the granting of the application, one involving a new 
station for Kingsport—20 miles from Johnson City— 
asking operation on 1210 ke with 100 watts days. An- 


day power 


other request from Knoxville asks the same frequency | 


as the anplicant. 
would cause objectionable interference to some de- 
gree, Examiner Hill stated. 

In view of the sound financial standing of the appli- 
cant concern and the apparent need for additional 
service in the area proposed to be served, Hill recom- 
mended that Johnson City Broadcasting Co. be given 
Commish preference over the other contenders. 

Attorneys appearing in the three Tennessee applica- 
tions were as follows: representing the Johnson City 
Broadcasting Co., John B. Brady; Knoxville Journal 
Broadcasting Ce., Paul D. P. Spearman; Richard M. 
Casto, Paul M. Segal and George S. Smith. 





the scout troop in Western Washing- 
ton for outstanding service of the 
week. Program is produced by 
KOMO-KJR production department 
and dramatizations by staff actors. 
Each script is submitted to Scout of- 
ficials for oke. 











Department store sponsoring is of- 


Outstanding Stunts: 





BASEBALL BALLYHOO 
WHN, NEW YORK 





BOY SCOUT PROGRAM 
KJR, SEATTLE 











Whoop Up Baseball Start 


New York City. 
Al Simon, p.a. at WHN, has 








‘worked up campaign to draw inter- 
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NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU. MORE 
|AUGHTER EARS ano -{EART-THROBS 


Presented by tvory Soap + 99 “*/ i00 





°/o pure 


| LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. EST 
| IN NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. EST 
“te COAST TO COAST ' 


Dir.. 


BLACKMAN ADVERTISING. INC 


MGT., ED WOLF—RKO BLDG., NEW YORK CITY 





}est to fact station will air ball games 


of Jersey City (Int. League) club 
this season for General Mills. 

Ted Meyn, organist at Loew's, Jer- 
sey City, current week is using spe- 
cial organ solo to ballyhoo baseball 
start, and plugs the 


wasn’t too hard to set for Loew- | 


owned WHN. Last night (Tuesday) 
at theatre some of the Jersey team 
were on stage and intro’d to audi- 
ence by City Commissioner Arthur 
Potterton; Joe Bolton, of WHN, also 
on rostrum. 

Tonight on Bolton’s sports spiel on 
station he will have as guests Travis 
Jackson, Bill Terry and Horace 
Stoneham, of the Giants. 

For opening troadcast Thursday 
(22), a decorated bus will run over 
to Roosevelt Park for the season's 
start. Flock of WHNites will take 
the ride. Upon the bus’ arrival in 
Jersey, motorcade will meet it and 
escort it through business section 


| 


} 


broadcasts: | 





of city; bus, once in Jersey, will let | 


loose with its amplifiers and 


| plug 
what station airs the games 


Just before ozoning of game, Jay | 
Flippen will have ten minutes over | 


wavelength, during which he'll 
march to mike celebs and ball play- 
ers. This pre-game airing will be 
put on the sound apparatus so 
fans in park can hear. 


Boy Scout Program 
Seattle. 
Bon Marche department stores is 
sponsoring a quarter-hour evening 
program over KJR devoted to Boy 
Scout activities. Broadcast Wednes- 
day evenings from 6:45 to 7 o'clock 


the 


| 
' 


| 


with Bob Ackerley, KJR news an- | 


nouncer, handling. 


Each week an award is made to 


ficial Scout outfitter with natural 
tie-in, 





Timothy Goodman, g.m. of WKRC, 
Cincinnati, back on job after month’s 
bake on Miami Beach. 





* . 


Fred Allen 


AND 


Portland Hoffa 


in “Town Hall Tonight” 
SAL HEPATICA-IPANA 

WEAF—Wednesdays 9-10 P.M. ES1 
Dir.: WALTER BATCHELOR 

















IRVING REIS 


WILL WRIGHT 


SUSTAINING, WABC 

“Irving Reis, who produces CBS 
Workshop on Sunday nites over the 
network Was Interviewed . . . at 
mike much too long, i getting net 
only monotonous, but the script used 
Was acutely repititious.” 

Bert—Variety.” 

Dear Bert: 

Don’t get repetitious Why 


didn’t you just say lousy? 
rv. 
P.S.—Thanks for spelling my name 
right. 








Both of these applications, if granted, | 


| 





93 
arene ———aib 
Robt. Leefers at WMT 

Cedar Rapids, Ia., April 20. 
Robert C. Leefers new on WMT, 
Cedar Rapids. In charge of the new 
‘Easy Iowa Song Fest’ every Satur- 
day night from 11:30 to 12:30. 
Leefers has been in show business 
for 30 years. 








TRUMPET KING OF SWING 


* LOUIS « 
ARMSTRONG 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


FLEISCHMANN YEAST 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

E.S.T. Every Friday, 
Blue Network 


+ 
Paramount, New York 
This Week, April 14 

* 
DECCA RECORDS 


9 P.M. WAZ 





MGT. JOE GLASER 
ROCKW ELL-O’KEEFE 











and His 
Orchestra 
RE-ENGAGED 


2ND YEAR 


OPENING IN MAY 


HOTEL ST. REGIS 


NEW YORK 
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6th YEAR FOR 
BLACKETT - SAMPLE 
HUMMERT, INC. 


ANACIN 








JAC QUES 


FRAY 


BRAGGIOTTI 








NBC NETWORK 
TWICE WEEKLY 


The Dynamic Musical Personality 





I sos] CHERNIAVS KY 







“the Wurical Cameraman 


26 Weeks Coast to Coast 
for 


1847 Rogers Bros. 


Appearance 
for 
Summer Months as 


Guest Conductor 


with His Thrilling 

Musical Novelties 
609 West 115th Street 

NEW YORK CIty 
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KGLO EXECS TRAVEL 
TO WOO NAT'L BIZ 


Mason City, Ia., April 16. 

KGLO, local 100-watter three 
months old, busily engaged trying to 
get on to national advertising map. 
F. C. Eighmey, station’s manager, in 
Chicago this week on time-selling 
mission. Lee P. Loomis, secretary- 
treasurer of station, heads for New 








(MAY, 





Showmanship Calendar 


1937) 








(Showmanship being largely dependent on stunts, 
tie-ups, etc., in connection with established holidays 
and events, VARIETY presents each month a calendar 
extracted from material copyrighted by the National 
Retail Dry Goods Assn.) 


by the Cotton Textile Institute, 320 Broadway, New 
York City. 
SPECIAL DAYS DURING MAY 


(1) May Day or Child Health Day; also Moving 


| Rochester, N. Y., April 20. 





York next week with similar purpose. 
Staff changes at KGLO include 

addition of Myrtle Mooney as staff | National Golf Week, May 1 to 8; 
ist. 

wSM and WLAC, Nashville, Tenn.,| National Egg Week, May 1 to 7; 

and WTJS at Jackson, Tenn. Roger | National Poultry Council, East G 

Sawyer of WIBU at Poynette, Wis., | Island. 

joins staff as operator. National Music Week, May 2 to 9; 


Station broke its mark for re- National Music Week Committee, 45 
motes this week, with 25 plus 14 | York City. 
daily newscasts from Globe-Gazette | Nationa! Baby Week, May 3 to 8; sponsored by Earn- 
newsroom. Six Man on Street chats, | shaw Publications, 71 W. 35th St., New York City. 
four cooking school remotes, nine | National Restaurant Week, May 3 to 9; sponsored 


from Building Show, four from Surf 
ballroom at Clear Lake, organ re- 
cital from church, and Gov, N. G. 
Kraschel’s remote from Des Moines 
helped do the trick. 


Drive, Chieago, IL 
Children’s Science Fair, May 9 to 





Fresno, Cal. 


Ice Box Blurbs Plentiful 
Memphis, April 20. 
WHBQ has no cooling system, but 
this summer announcers can psycho- 
logically stave off the heat by the 
numerous blurbs they’ll be making 
for refrigeration accounts. 


11 W. 42nd St., New Yerk City. 


SPECIAL WEEKS DURING MAY 


Warbler was formerly with | Sporting Goods Dealer, St. Louis, Mo. 


by the National Restaurant Association, 666 Lake Shore 


the American Institute, 60 E. 42nd St 
National Raisin Week, May 9 to 15: 
Fresno County Chamber of Commerce, 


National Life Insurance Week, May 10 to 17; spon- 
sored by the National Association of Life Underwriters, 


Peace Week, May 12 to 18; sponsored by the Three- 
fold Movement, Hotel New Yorker, New York City. 
Foreign Trade Week, May 16 to 22: 


Day in most large cities. 
(2) Rogation Sunday. 
(6) Ascension Day 
(9) Mother’s Day 


(10) Confederate Memorial Day in Kentucky, North 
Carolina, and South Carolina 

(11) Minnesota admitted to the Union, 1858 

(12) CORONATION OF KING GEORGE VI IN| 
LONDON; also National Hospital Day 

(15)Straw Hat Day in many cities; air mail service 
established, 1918: West Coast Relays. 

(16) Jewish Feast of Weeks 
(begins sunset previous day); Whitsunday. 

(17) First Kentucky Derby, 1875; Jewish Feast of 
Weeks (Shavouth), 2nd day 
day). 

(18) International Good Will Day. 

(19) Outdoor Cleanliness Day. 

(21) Colonel Lindbergh's Flight to Paris, 

(22) National Maritime Day. 

(23) Trinity Sunday; South 
Union, 1788. 

(24) Telegraph first 
opened, 1883. 

(25) Birthday of Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1803. 

(28) Birthday of the Dionne quintuplets, 1934. 


sponsored by the -parochial school holiday. 
sponsored by the 
reenwich, Rhode 
sponsored by the 
W. 45th St.. New 


16; sponsored by 
.. New York City. 
sponsored by the 
1039 H St., 
1927. 
Carolina joined the 
1844; 


used, 


sponsored by the 


(begins sunset previous | 


Brooklyn Bridge | 


Sponsoring programs and spots on 
station are Westinghouse, Norge, 
General Electric, Fairbanks-Morse, 
Shelvador, Frigidaire, Grunow, Kel- 
vinator, Servel Electrolux, Cooler- 
ator, Vital-aire and Condition-Aire. 





Sterling Fisher Joins CBS 

Sterling Fisher, new director of 
educational and religious programs 
at CBS, replacing Ed Murrow, who 
sails today (Wed.) to remain abroad 
as Columbia’s European rep, sta- 
tioned in London. 

Fisher came over from the N. Y. 
Times, 





Tony Cabooch, now with WHO, 
Des Moines, starts tour of Iowa 
theatres in next ten days. 





U. S. Chamber of Commerce, Washington, D. C. 

National First Aid Week, May 16 to 22; sponsored by 
the National Association of Retail Druggists, 205 W. 
Wacker Drive, Chicago, Il. 

National Tennis Week, May 22 to 29; sponsored by 
the Sporting Goods Dealer, St. Louis, Mo. 

Peetry Week, May 23 to 30; sponsored by the New 
York State Federation of Women’s Clubs, 19 W. 44th 
St., New York City. 

Buddy Poppy Week, May 23 to 30; sponsored by the 


(29) Rhode Island joined the Union, 1790; Wisconsin 
joined the Union, 1848. 

(30) Memorial Day; Confederate Memorial Day in 
Virginia. 

(31) Memorial Day Holiday (except in 
Georgia, Arkansas, Florida, Louisiana, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas). 


Alabama, 
Mississippi, 


Sales promotion note: May accounts, on the average, 





IT’S ALL NEW 


New ... Studies 
New... Offices 
New... Programs 
New ... Advertisers 
Now’s the time to put 
NEW life in sales 


KX BY 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 


City. 
National Cotton Week, May 31 to 


Veterans of Foreign Wars, 1650 Broadway, New York 


for 8.2% 








PHILLY STATIONS PROTEST 


Unite te Resist New 1570 Grant for 
1,000-Watter 








Philadelphia, April 20. 

Understood that three Philly sta- 
tions will make strong fight tomor- 
row (21) when F.C.C. holds hear- 
ing on request for license by Phil- 
adelphia Broadcasting Company. 
| Outlets that will bark loudest against 
potential competish are WFIL, WIP 
and WDAS. KYW and WCAU also 
| will probably have Washington at- 
|torneys attend hearing, but not ex- 
; pected to make active objection. 
| Application is for 1,000-watter at 
|1570 kilocycles. Some speculation 
E to who is behind corporate tag, 





but generally believed to be Tom 
Harkins, free-lance time salesman. 
:Doc Levy, WCAU prexy, denied 
|strongly to Variety that he was in- 











terested. 








TROCADERO 


2 TELEVISION 


May 6th 
APPEARING IN 


The NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 
and WALTER BATCHELOR 


PRESENTS 


HILDEGARDE 


Leaving for Coronation on 
lle de France April 24th 


OPENING RITZ HOTEL, LONDON 


May 3... One Morth 


(Sixth Return Engagement) 


LONDON 


May 10... 2 Weeks 


3 B. B.C. BROADCASTS 


Weeks May 3-10-17 


EXPOSITION MONTH OF JUNE 


RESTAURANT, 


BROADCASTS 


and 8th 
PARIS DURING 


June 6; sponsored 


WSAI, CINCY. 
SPREADS WINGS 


Cincinnati, April 20. 
Policy of rejuvenation at WSAI is 
directed by Bob Jennings, as assist- 
ant to Bill Hedges. 
talent of WLW musicians, arrangers, 





Has access to 


scripters, vocalists, dramatic people, 





newsmen and announcers. 


Paul Sullivan, on WLW for many 
months, began doubling on WSAI 
Monday (19) for a summer stretch 
of quarter hour periods, five nights 
weekly, under label of Capitol Barg, 
dry cleaners. Account through the 
Fred Ziv agency. 

Station received its first orders for 
spot announcements of national ad- 
vertisers last week: Procter & Gam- 
ble’s Crisco, through Compton agen- 
cy, N. Y. C.; P. & G. Camay, through 
Pedlar & Ryan, N. Y. C., and Sohio 
Gas, through McCann-Erickson. All 
twice daily. 


Red Barber, sports 





games on WSAI for Wheaties and 
| Sohio. He’s been lined up for pre 
|and post-game periods on baseball 
| and general sports for Streitman 
Biscuit Co. and Felsenbrau beer. Al 
Helfer assists Barber at the mike. 
Spot announcements on Barber shots 
for Ernest’s toggery, Renu dry 
cleaners, and French Bauer, Inc., 
milk and ice cream. 

Another new commercial program 


high school 

| Wurlitzer Co. 
noon 60-minute stanza, originating in 
Crosley studios, where auditions are 
conducted on Thursdays. 

New script show on WSAI, a sus- 
tainer, is titled “Trouble Ahead,’ 
|} aired night except Saturday and 
| Sunday from 6:45 to 7. It’s a do- 


students for Rudolph 





| mestic serial with a Cincy locale. 
| Written and directed by Larry Men- | 
ken. Has Jack Marks and Muriel 


Vincent in leads. 


WIRE Feeds Web, Not Self 
Indianapolis, April 20. 
WIRE handled special program 
Monday (19) for NBC-blue, but 
couldn't pipe it to its own listeners 
due to schedule conflict. Occasion 
was meeting of the Labor Non-Par- 
itisan League at Tomilson Hall here. 


of the department store’s annual 
ranking fifth among all 
furniture, house 


chieftain of | 
both stations, broadcasts the Reds’ | 


on WSAI is the talent hunt among | 


It’s a Saturday fore- | 


volume, 


months. Best sellers are: 


furnishings, apparel, piece goods, 


HEARST IN PITTSBURGH 


Profits on WCAE Revealed in SEC 
Report 

Financial details of Hearst’s radio 
station WCAE, owned and operated 
by the Pitt Publishing Co., which 
also publishes the Pittsburgh Sun- 
Telegraph were revealed recently 
through filing of statements with the 
SEC in Washington. Info was filed as 
required by law by Hearst Publica- 
tions, Inc., prior to issuing of 22% 
million dollars debenture this month, 

Net operating profit as shown is as 
follows: 

1931 $34,486.10. 

1932 97,422.13, 

1933 122,845.87, 

1934 111,976.95, 

1935 127,095.16. 

1936 247,053.16, 





Bob Cronan and Hal Robie aug- 
menting spieling staff at WNBC, 








VARIETY 45 


GANNETT EXECS PUSH 
WHEC ‘TOWN MEETING? 


Interest of certain Gannett offi- 


honey in civie problems puts Satur- 


day night ‘Town Meeting’ program 
on WHEC’s must list for extra play 


including heavy bally in Times- 
Union. 

Pleas over the air for a single po- 
lice system to serve Rochester and 


surrounding towns was given a 





three-column spread in the Monday 
1T-U with pictures of the speaker 
George J. Nier, former commissioner 
|of public safety, and John A. Doyle, 
Brighton police commissione! 


KSO-Wheaties Deal 


| Des Moines, 


(Shavouth), ist day | 


April 20 
General Mills (Wheaties) will use 
all out of town Des Moines West- 
ern League baseball games and when 
in town will use quarter-hour eve- 
ning programs built on interviews 
around the team. Gene Shumate 
| will handle the programs for KSO 
land prio: 


to the opening games on 
May 4 will attend spring practice for 
inside dope on the player: 

Placed by Knox-Reeves, 
apolis. 


Minne- 


Paint Up Week at KCKN 

Kansas City, Kan., April 20 
KCKN, Kansas City, Kan., tied up 
with the local newspaper, K. C, 
Kansan, to promote a ‘paint-up, fix- 
up week.’ On the eve of the week's 
enterprise the station broadcast the 
text matter on the subject in a page 
ad financed by local business inter- 
ests. Officials of the Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce took part in the 
broadcast as well as the local mayor. 
Program was arranged by Ralph 
Nelson, KCKN’s director of special 

events. 





Atlanta 


RY 3 


WGST 


5000 watts day 
CBS OTORO MT -BAtmulas- 
Reots 890 ke. | 
E KATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING ACENCY 














New Britain, Conn. 





® Oklahoma dealers are quick 


to talk business with the sales- 


man who talks WKY 
because the 


todl-y-teelese ME Atte) 


talks WKY is talking MORE 


BUSINESS for the dealer. 


—y-- 


Affiliated with The Daily Oklahoman. 
The Times, and The Farmer-Stockmaa 

















Thanks to the Music Publishers, The Press, National Broadcasting 
Company, The various sponsors for whom |! have been guest 
Star, to the Waldorf-Astoria Management, to William Wirges 
for his valuable co-operation and to my many friends— 
EUROPEAN MANAGER — HENRY SHEREK 
PRESS REPRESENTATIVE — SIDNEY SPIER 
PERSONAL MANAGER — ANNA SOSENKO 











with George Barry in charge, and U. 
'S. Attorney General Homer Cum- 
mings as the principal speaker. 

Pulliam, owner of WIRE, put the 
line in to the meeting place gratis, 
and then was left holding the sack 
|in so far as his own station carrying ! 
| the program was concerned. 


KFEL 


Has been sold to the D 


GENE O'FALLON, KFEL SALES 





“LATE SPORTS” 


REVIEW 


enver Chevrolet Dealers 


on a six days a week basis 


MGR., ALBANY HOTEL, DENVER 
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By Abel Green 


The swingsters will find these to 
their liking, incorporating the cream 
of the jam crop: Benny Carter's 
versions of ‘When Lights Are Low’ 
and ‘If I Could Read Your Mind,’ 
Brunswick 7853; Art Shaw’s ‘Stream- 
line’ original foxtrot, with ‘Sweet 
Lorraine,’ which is billed as by Art 
Shaw and His Strings, intending to 


emphasize the banjo slap-bass 
and kindred instrumentalization, al- 
thougn the clarinet is most prom 
nent in motivating the tempo TI 
tran *t¢ really pet ofl ) nis 
Brunswick 7852 release 

Teddy Wilson jams ‘Why Was I 
Born?’ ‘(from ‘Sweet Adeline’} and 
‘Must Have That Man’ (out of ‘Black- 
birds of 1928 n the. best 52d treet 
style. with a team comprising John 
Jackson, Lester Young, Joe Jones, 
Walter Page, Buck Clayton and 
Freddie Green. Billie Holliday is 
on the vocals. Br. 7859 and one of 
Wilson’s best 

Fats Waller and his Rhythm on 
Victor 25550 with ‘Old Plantation’ 
and ‘Where Is the Sun?’, both out 
of the new Cotton Club revue, and 
both infectiously swung-scatted by 
the corpulent mayhemist of the 
Steinway 

‘Let's Do It,’ an old Cole Porte: 
ig another jam gem by Bunny Ber- 
igan on Brunswick 7858, backed by 
‘Dixieland Shuffle,’ while ‘Big Boy 
Blue’ and ‘I’m Gonna Kiss Myself 
Goodbye’ is further in his heated 
style with plenty of that Berigan 














The Love Song 
That Has Become a Classic 


SERENADE 
IN THE NIGHT 


2 New Cotton Club Classics 


Where Is the Sun? 
Old Plantation 


LL NEVER TELL YOU 
1 LOVE YOU 


SUPPOSING 


THE TROUBLE WITH 
ME IS YOU 
















horn for the cats (Br. 7848). Johnny 
Hauser is featured herein vocally. 
Tommy Dorsey cuts up with three 
from the Gershwins’ filmusical on 
Victor 25544-49, respectively “They 
All Laughed’ and ‘Beginner's Luck’ 
on one. and ‘They Can't Take That 
Away from Me’ with ‘Rain in My 
Eyes’ (a pop) on the other. It’s in 
Dorsey's standard sweet-hot style, 
Edythe Wright, usual, vocalizing 
n the main, and Jack Leonard con- 
iwmoing n one se Dorsey 
rener- 
Piven 
tunes 
com- 
with 


er 


ssion 
and the 
style are 


ymbone passages 
idvanced Dorsey 
full reign in this. set of 
Brother Jimmy Dorsey on the 
petitive Decca 1187 shows how 
Listen to the Mocking Bird’ and 
Pinky Tomlin’s ‘The Love Bug Will 
Bite You.’ Ray McKinley vocalizing 
Bing Crosby is the candy 
1184-5-6 with ‘I Have So Little to 
Give’ ‘(Bruce Sievier-Pat Thayer), 
an old Richard Tauber tune, with 
‘Sweet Is the Word for You’ out ol 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Leo Robin-Ralph 
tainger) on the first platter. Victor 
Young’s orchestral backup not the 
least of it. Jimmy Dorsey is the mu- 
sical collab for “Too Marvelous for 
Words’ and ‘What Will I Tell My 
Heart’ the latter one of the best 
of the new crop of pops (Pete1 Tin- 
turtin and Jack Lawrence authored). 


on Dec ca 


For the last couplet Young is back 
again with Bing on ‘Moonlight and 
Shadows,” filmusical excerpt. paired 
with ‘I Never Realized, another 
oldie, by Cole Porter and Melville 
Gideon. 

George Hall and his Hotel Taft 
orchestra do handily with ‘Vienna 
| Dreams’ (Dr. Rudolph Sieczynski) 


| Pollack’s 


paired with Sidney D. Mitchell-Lew 
‘Seventh Heaven’ waltz 
from that 20th-Fox film. 

From England comes Jack Hylton’s 
‘Rose Room,’ the late Art Hickman’s 
classic thematic paired with Duke 
Eliington’s ‘Solitude’ via Victor 
25555. both waxed with undecorous 
distinction, in swingo style. Also 
from England on Decca 1206 comes 
Ambrose with his crack orchesira. 
who is currently making perhaps the 
best British dance recording: His 
novelty ‘Tarantula’ and ‘Champagne 


Cocktail.” both crack instrumental 
foxtrots by Sid Phillips, are some- 
thing for the waxhounds, distin- 


guished by its interesting brasses 

Gus Arnheim closed at the Nicolett 
hotel, Minneapolis, April 22. and will 
one-nite it east to open at the Hotel 
New Yorker Terrace, May 4. R-OK 


| booked. 





Shapiro - Bernstein & Co. 


MUSIC PUBLISHERS 


R. K. O. BUILDING 


RADIO CITY 


ON A LITTLE DREAM RANCH - 


Billy Hill’s Latest and Greatest 


B00 - HOO 


America’s No. 1 Song by 


Carmen Lombardo, Johnny Loeb, Edward Heyman 


TO A SWEET PRETTY THING 


Young & Ahlert’s New Rhythm Song 


WHEN THE POPPIES 
~ BLOOM AGAIN 


International Hit 


—_—_— 


TOODLE-00 - 


Lombardo & Loeb’s Successor to = Tolord m (ole) 


JONIE TAPS 


General Managér’ 





DECCA-CRUMIT 
TEST VS. WHN 
P MAY 3 


Decca Records, 


SCOI ed in 1° 


Inc., last week 


s first move toward estab- 


lishing a property right in 


a phono- 


‘raph recording when Justice Ham- 


mer in N. Y. supreme court granted 


the manufacturer’s motion for leave 
to intervene in the suit of Frank 
Crumit against WHN, New York 


Backed by National 
of Recording Artists, Crumit is seek- 
ing to resrain the station from 
ing his records without first 
ing his permission. 

Decca stepped into the litigation 
with a claim that if any one had a 
property right in Crumit’s records 
it was Decca and that if any licens- 
ing of such to be done, 
authority belonged to Decca and 
Decca further c 


the Association 
air- 
obtain- 


records was 
the 
no one else yntended 
Crumit had 
all rights 
company. 


yniract 
Decca waived 
record to the 
complaint had posed the 
that all which the singer 
had sold was the right to use his in- 


terpretations 


that the ec which 
signed 
in the 
Crumit’s 
argument 


with 


on home phonograph 
unauthorized 
public use of such interpretation was 
an infringement on his common 
property right and 
unfair competition. 
In nodding to Decca’s request 
Justice Hammer set the original case 
for trial May 3 ordered that 
copies of all exchanged in 
the case so far be given Decca. 
Another case out of the 
Crumit-WHW litigation is the one 
which Crumit has pending against 
Decca in the City Court. On a mo- 
tion by Decca counsel Judge Byrnes 
in the latter court Monday (19) took 
the case off the commercial, or pref- 


machines and that any 


law 


also constituted 


and 
yapers 
pat 


growing 


erential, docket. The court found 
that it didn’t belong there because 
it wasn’t an action for work or 


services actually performed. 


In his suit against Decca Crumit 
is asking for damages of $1,400. 
claiming that the recording outfit had 
not given him opportunity to com- 
plete an old contract. Decca and 
Crumit got into a tangle when the 
latter insisted that a new contract 
which had been offered him con- 
tained a clause giving him the ex- 
|clusive rights to public perform- 
ances of his records. 


Dmitri Tiomkin, who composed 
score for ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col), planed 
Monday (19) to Coast to do score for 

| Universal’s ‘Road Back.’ 





| Paul Kane’s band, late of the De 

Witt Clinton hotel, N. Y., succeeds 
Tommy Dorsey’s crew at the Com- 
modore hotel, N. Y., on June 3, 


After 


against Warner Bros., 


preme Court, counsel for 
entering judgment. 
reserved. 

Action 
stage. 
Davis, Anzac publisher, 
sentation in that country. 


Davis 


to share in such profits. 


Friday (16) for Master. 

Lady from Baltimore,’ 

Duke Takes a Train.’ 
Ir ng Mills. who heads 


It’s 
followed 


Paine takes office as 


those 
administration Paine 


faction. 


Was 


or management 


Management of 


New York 


the 
Musicians’ 


Rainbow 
Union to 


playing the spot. 


Noble is currently on the 





ee Stuff—Music 


a seven-year-old suit brought by D. Davis & Co., of Australia, 
the Brunswick Radio Corp., and the Brunswick- | 
Balke-Collender Co. had been dismissed Thursday (14) in the N. Y. Su- 
sought to 
Motion was argued Monday (19), with decision being | 


was started in 1930 but never got beyond the summon service | 
When WB took over the B-B-C outfit it entered into a contract with | 
relieving him 
Davis’ original idea in suing was for an account- 
ing of Brunswick's profits subsequent to the settlement deal. 


Dismissal move was based on Davis’ failure to serve a complaint and 
prosecute the action within a reasonable time. 

‘Canterbury Tales’ is a three-part modern violin suite, based on the 
British royal romance, which its composer (Miss) Audrey Call recorded 
sub-divided 
by 


the Master and Variety records. has lined up 


another new maestro-arrane< Frank Marks. And still another combo. 
to be labeled Mills’ Swyngophonic Orchestra (on the Variety releases) 
is comprised of Babe Rusin, Larry Binyon and Paul Ricci, saxes: Manny 
Weinstock, Charles Spivak, trumpets; Frank Marks (see above). piano; 
Sam Weiss, drums; Arthur Bernstein, bass; Karl Kress, guitar. 

One of the things that the board of directors of the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publishers will have to decide after John G. 


general manager 
as a member of the National Council for Industrial Progress. 
labor-capital co-operation setups created by the present Washington 
ippointed as 


200m, 
use its influence in getting Ray 
pay a $150 food and beverage bill which the band man 
It’s the first time that the operators of the niterie have 
| made a similar approach to Local 802. 
| west coast. 


‘sing in ‘Rider of the Range,’ his sev- 





Last Week's 15 Best Sellers = 


[The trade will be interested in comparing the selling relativity te 
the most-played-on-the-air tabulations, shown elsewhere in this 
department. Song title and publisher of the best selling 15 are 
included; only the title of the song is recorded in the air plugs.} 

Boo Hoo P cee eeecccccccceccccccesesess SNapiIro 

yLittle Old Lady ........... ecccccccecccccccccsecess schappell 

What Will I:Tell My. Heart?.....cccoscsdscedestucc. Grawtord 
*Moonlight and Shadows . Popular 








See eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseserneen 


*Will You Remember?........... ecccccccccccccccccee OChHirmer 
When the Poppies Bloom Again ....... eocccccececs -Snapiro 
Love Bug Will Get You...... <n¢ceeen ee Te TTY Ter Santly-Joy 
When My Dreamboat Comes Home........ os seeks ee Witmark 

"aepeemper Im ie BRIN. cccccccocccacce Codseocecnets Remick 

Cee FEUONGE: sis c cenvaneed -tsagoateews peeebaedece ss Famous 
PY ME nS nak peace ds dnkseahoered ei hacanscurel. Ager 

"Bwine Tien. Swind LOW. .socecccscccccececn ‘. . Famous 

RG AGE 5. , cuca st css cpenainee See wea beebekesee Feist 

*Where Are You? Ee eee Te a ee 

weg i a 2 ae a ee . Harms 


* Indicates filmusical song. 
others are pops. 


Music Notes 


t Indicates stage production song. The 











enth Grand 


ern. 


National musical 


west- 


Marion Sunshine back in N Y. 


Milton Royce and Jan Rubini have | after a winter in Florida, with a 
signed with Irving Mills for publi- | new song, ‘I Got a Guy Joe Davi 
cation of three songs, ‘She’s Got a} publishing, 


Way That Is Taking,’ ‘Roamin’ the ai 
Rangeland’ and ‘I'll Tell the World.’ Ann Ronnell introduces her latest 


‘Something Has Happened,’ which/tune, ‘The Little Tailor,’ on Ben 
Royce and Josef Myrow recently 


Bernie’s broadcast April 27. 
wrote for Columbia’s picture, ‘Rack- wseteieel 


eteers in Exile,’ also is being pub- Herman Croner+ doing arrange- 
lished by Mills. ments for Paul Whiteman. 





Jack Mills has bought the Ameri- 





can rights to ‘McDougall, McNabb 
and McKay,’ a Scotch rhythm num- 
ber, from Cecil Lennox and to ‘I 
Once Had a Rose’ from Francis, Day 
& Hunter. Both are London firms. 


PRESENTING: +. 


greatest score ever written 
IRVING BERLIN'S 


“ON THE AVENUE” 


(20th CENTURY —FOX RELEASE} 






Frederick Hollander, Paramount | 
composer, copped quarterly prize of | 
American Society of Composers, | 
Authors and Publishers for best song | 
during that period, ‘Moonlight and 
Shadows.’ | 
sold two tunes, | 
and ‘What Do 
Mark L. Scroggins, 
for use in a 


Jay Gorney has 
‘My Sketch Book,’ 
You Think?’ to 
Broadway producer, 
stage musical. 

Leo Robin and Frederick Hollander 
have completed a tune, ‘Whispers in 
the Dark,’ which will be used in 
‘Artists. and Models,’ Jack Benny 
starrer at Paramount. 

Warren and Dubin have cleffed ‘If 
I Were a Little Pond Lily,’ to be) 
warbled by Kenny Baker in War- | 
nérs ‘Mr. Dodd Takes the Air.’ | 





‘In a Little Castilian Garden’ has | 
been turned in by Burton Lane and |} 
Ralph Freed for Par’s ‘The Last | 
Train From Madrid.’ 

Tex 


Ritter cleffing two tunes to 











stay the defendants from | 


of the Brunswick Record repre- 


Davis was 


RELEASED! 


LOST HORIZON 


(WALTZ) 











From the Greatest Motion Picture 
“LOST HORIZON, 


into three movements- 
Bishop Checkmates’ and 


‘To a 


‘The ‘The 





The New Song 
Hit of the New Season! 


SPRING CLEANING 


— (Getting Ready for Love) 
Radio City, last week asked the 


is whether it wants him to continue 
It's one of 


a representative of the employer 














Noble t»)/! 
accumulated while 


IRVING BERLIN, inc. 


799 7th Ave. New Yo 
HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Manage? 
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Wednesday, April 21, 1937 
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Writer-Fublisher Angle on Exec snitt | |AM SESSI(NS nglish Phonograph Biz Pocketed 
Paine, Moving into ASCAP, Extends Olive FR \ i f Electrical and Musical Industries with Decca 
ii a ° 
Branch to Broadcasters Has Trade Dominated 
— —— + a 
o- 
blisher members of the Amer- Most Pla ed on Air || . ° i r ; 5 
Pu oath : bd Ly | Pittsburgh Local Sees Musi- | Stealing in 3/, Time Milton Diamond, American § coun- 
: Society of Composers, Authors T liariz eM ° “a / » an . 
ican y o familiarize the trade with || cians Enjoying Themselves sel for the interests of E. R. (Ted) 
and Publishers are puzzled by a re- the tunes most on the air for B x : a Lewis, chairman of the Decca Record 
port that the National Association of around ane York, pe rep or Benefit of Niteries and nae ae om Co. board, last week confirmed the 
. Scrinter entertained a sonc- 
= Broadcesters has come to the conclu- pe aaucaains tank ena "an. Hurting Prospects of Em- units ae Sunday night Aner ry that a working agreement 
: , - ‘ . ay : , ad been effected England be- 
t- sion that when John G. Paine re- bined plugs on WEAF, WJZ ployment Supper was interrupted by a tween Electrical i Seana tad 
places E. G. Mills as general man- and WABC are computed for alte director who had been out all tries, Ltd.. and Decca sense ge ite. 
ager of ASCAP the publishers will the week from Sunday through <7 trying to find some desert Malad teth tales etd be ue. meee 
Y. be in a position to sit high in the April 12-18. A FAD Sala ag current at this wane. ger of the two, even though between 
a ‘ ’ Said he'd even gone to that PEA 
Fa oe tasitbe ‘Sanh , Too Marvelous for Words them they held a virtual monopoly 
is organization’s saddle. This impres- Carclessts —-- castle in the middle of the 0 the vecord § es vty : 
‘on ic alleged to have been passed — desert which some guy built ' 1 SOURS DMEASS on Sree 
are 7 eee ome ‘hla ae Mee Pittsburgh, April 20 |} and then invited his sweetheart me's result of this contrel the twe 
on to ASCAP writers. * Where Are You? ; I de : Sg m Tom yea the Tyrol to Br alice Gal outfits, said Diamond, are now in a 
: Inference made by the NAB. ac- * September in the Rain mpromptu on sessions 1n burg’s | didn’t like m1 et ie penmnetio position to put the British record 
cording to these pubs, is that Mills t Little Old Lady late spots have just been doomed by | ieee Gh thes i ont tue business through a general over- 
had always rated as a writers’ man * Moonlight and Shadows Musicians’ Local 60 here. General|| himself. The place hasn't been hauling, principally as relating to 
+. and that by assigning him to outside * When Love Is Young order has just gone out to lay off, of- occupied since a trade practices Working arrange- 
. matters the publishers on the ASCAP * Sweet Is the Word for You ES Rie A Ata Age “i oe oh ‘Where ic ii? asked the ment will not affect the status of 
directorate had effected a smart coup. What will I Tell My Heart? on ee ae eee mee) ontnie | Decca in the United States, added 
— Pubs regard the thing as ironic, in | * Never in a Million Years been keeping down employment in | ‘Tews in Antelope Valley,’ | Diamond. Understanding between 
A light of the fact that the NAB has *Swing High, Swing Low niteries that might otherwise in-|| aid the director “* || EMI and Decca followed the latter's 
consistently in circular letters and at | sod pcg he nine OF crease their budgets for music. ‘What a title’ said the || Purchase of the Crystallate Co., an 
: conventions singled out Mills for | Let's Ca ole Thing ituati é insists, has be- | ‘Sally Antelope Val- || E8lish recording firm. 
| aoe: | * That Foolish Feeling Situation, Local 60 insists, has be writer. ‘Sally of Antelope Val 
j 
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With two weeks to go before mov- 
ing over to his new post from the 
Music Publishers Protective Associa- 
tion, Paine last week extended the 
olive branch to broadcasters in a 
lengthy circular letter, thanking 
them for their past co-operation and 
asking that they show the same spir- 
it of good will toward his successor, 
Harry Fox. Paine also expressed the 
hope that his association with the 
broadcasters in the new field, ASCAP, 
will be equally pleasant. 


Paine’s Letter 


Paine’s letter related that the 
MPPA had always in dealing with 
electrical transcriptions sought to 


approach the problem constructively 
and with a view to being helpful to 
the business of the manufacturer 
and the broadcaster. ‘We have 
sought,” Paine added, to establish at 
all times our position without re- 
sorting too frequently to litigation. 
Rather have we elected to approach 
all problerns as business problems 
and too seek ernestly for a proper 
business basis on which to carry on. 
We hope that it will never be nec- 
essary to change this policy. We be- 
lieve that it will be unnecessary if 
we can obtain the full and complete 
cooperation of all interested parties 
in the furtherance of sound business 
principles.’ 





FROHLICH TO MONTANA 


ASCAP Attorney Expects to Join 
Western Counsel for Test 





Louis D. Frohlich, of Frohlich & | 


Schwartz, general counsel for the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, will likely 


be on hand in Montana Friday (23) 
for ASCAP’s legal battle to vacate | 


a statute which bars the organiza- 
tion from doing business in that 
State. Issue to have the law de- 
clared unconstitutional will be tried 
before a special court of three Fed- 
eral judges. 


ASCAP has retained Montana 


counsel for what it considers one of | 


the most important cases in its his- 
tory, while the state’s legal coterie 


will be reinforced by Washington | 


State lawyers who fought the So- 
ciety in the Washington State courts 
after ASCAP had been declared a 
monopoly and placed its state func- 
tions in the hands of a receiver. 





Lincoln, April 20. 
Backing of the state attorney gen- 
eral’s office in the anti-ASCAP 
measure facing the legislature was 
Promised its author, Senator Frank 


*My Little Buckaroo 
Love Bug Will Get You 
* Sweet Leilani 
To A Sweet Pretty Thing 
* Blue Hawaii 
On a Little Bamboo Bridge 
*I’ve Love to Keep Me Warm 
Big Boy Blue 
Trust in Me 
+My Last Affair 
* Indicates filmusical song. 
+ Indicates stage production 
song. The others are pops. 











M.P.P.A. BOARD 
MEETS APR. 28 


Directors of the Music Publishers 
Protective Association will meet 
April 28 with a special committee to 
decide on the organization’s new 
personnel and also to determine the 
functions of the two divisions into 


which it is proposed to split the asso- 
ciation. One division will confine 
itself to licensing matters while the 
other will concern itself strictly with 
trade problems. 


Although Harry Fox will head up 
the whole thing with the title of gen- 
eral manager, it is intended to bring 
in some one who will aid him in 
looking after trade situations, laws 
affecting the music industry, general 
credit conditions, international copy- 
rights, policies relating to the grant- 
ing of various rights, copyright legis- 
lation and the maintaining of good 
will among users toward the pub- 
lishing industry. 

















| 


| 
(JOE HOWARD A PUBLISHER 


| 


| Copyrights Start Reverting to 
Veteran Composer 








Joseph E. Howard, vet songsmith, 

music publishing independently. 
| He’s dropped out of the Bill’s Gay 
Nineties (N. Y.) nitery show to con- 
lcentrate on plugging his old catalog 
lof songs, copyrights of which have 
|} reverted to him, and he’s also issuing 
pops by Chic Adams, 
jet al. 


| Late Charles K. Harris published 


lis 


| most of Howard's songs and copy- | 
‘rights are periodically reverted to | 


ithe original author after the first 
| 28 years have expired. 





rady, this week by Attorney Gen- | 


eral Richard C. Hunter if and when 
tested before the Supreme Court. 


Bill has been decisioned out of the | 


running 2 to 1 by the constitutional 
committee, but Brady is going to 
Press it. Bill seeks to make ASCAP 
iNegal in Nebraska and will bust up 
any dealings by the musical society. 
a Piet sag hearing radio, theatre 

ance pavilion men_ painted 
ASCAP as a vicious trust. 


and 


Renew 1903 Smacko 


Copyright renewal on ‘Clover 
Blossoms’ has been obtained by 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. from the 


writer’s widow, Mrs. Lloyd Thomp- 


son. Tune was originally published | 


by Will Rossiter. 
‘Clover’ was hit in 
over 1,000,060 copies. 


1903 and sold 


Alex Hyde, | 


has been for 
make the rounds after their own 


duties were finished, dropping in on 
hole-in-wall joints in early morning 
hours to jam it up, giving manage- 
ment in return for few beers a 10 
and ll-piece outfit for hours, only 
two or three of whom were on the 
payroll. 


Thing got impetus around here re- 
cently when Count Basie’s swing 
outfit played the William Penn hotel. 
Boys finished there comparatively 
early, 2 a.m., and used to make the 
rounds of the Hill district spots and 
keep going until daylight. Idea 
caught on among members of Local 
60 and late spots as result have been 
getting terrific play at practically no 
outlay at all. 

Suspension threat being held over 
any Local 60’ers caught in the act in 
future, 


MAY TOP 30,000 
FOR 7-YR. DISC 
RECORD 


Guy Lombardo’s recording of ‘Boo 
Hoo’ for Victor gives indication of 
going over 50,000 in sales and estab- 
lishing a record for 75c platters 
within the past seven years. Disc, 
with ‘I Can't Lose That Longing’ on 
the other side, has been out eight 
weeks and already gone well over 
the 40,000 mark. Victor's other re- 
cent smash seller has been Benny 
Goodman's ‘Good Night My Love,’ 
which went close to 45,000 copies. 
Still another is Tommy Dorsey’s 
version of ‘Song of India’ and Irving 
Berlin’s ‘Marie,’ with about 41,000 
sales to its credit. 

Victor reports a decided upbeat 
|}in style band records, figuring that 
140% of its output goes to coin ma- 
| chines, another 40% to college stu- 
dents and the balance split between 
radio stations and home _ phono- 
graphs. 














Quiet on Potomac 


Washington activity on the code 
of fair trade practice for the music 
|industry seems to have lapsed into 
|the marking time state. 
Trade Division has turned the docu- 
|ment over to John 


| its counsel, for examination. It’s up 
to him to pass on its fina! legal 
phases. 


Nothing has been said about set- 
ting a trade conference on the cove- 
nant. Commish has yet to get a re- 
port from its rep in New York, who 
has been investigating the small 
pubs’ reaction to the proposed code. 


come too acute recently not to bear | 
watching. Usual thing of late here | 
flock of musicians to | 


Federal | 


Richter, one of | 


Songsmith 
velope and 


got out an en- 
immediately began 
scratching out a hillbilly num- 
ber. 

‘Say,’ screamed the writer, 
‘can’t you even wait till you get 
out of my house before stealing 
my stuff?’ 


MAIL ORDERS 
IRK DEALERS 











Pop publishers last week received 
word from the Music Publishers 
Protective Association .that retailers 
throughout the country were com- 
plaining that they weren't getting 
enough protection against the com- 
petitive methods of mailorder houses 
in the sale of dance orchestrations. 
In his circular letter on the subject 
John G. Paine, MPPA chairman, 
added that jobbers, too, have 
squawked about the situation and 
explained that it had cost a consid- 
erable loss of retail outlets. 


Paine’s letter urged that careful 
thought be given to the complaints 
and that each publisher take steps 
to avoid any further loss of retail 
sheet music outlets resulting from 
this underselling by mailorder 
sources, 


MILLS DUE IN LONDON 


Lining Up Overseas Distribs 
American Records 

Irving Mills returns from Holly- 
wood next week after three weeks 
on West Coast lining up film work 
and theatre dates for his bands and 
straightening out western end of his 
new Master Records. Mills will next 
go to London to arrange foreign dis- 
tribution of the records. All of 
western hemisphere is handled by 
American Records but no deal has 
been set for abroad. 

Based 


For 


on present sale of 


initial month, firm will alternate on 
platter cutting with two weeks of 
each month for each of its products 





Bernie Summers in 
East, Builds New Crew 


Hollywood, April 20. 
} 
Ben Bernie returns east after his 
|, broadcast April 27 and remains | 


|through the summer for his Ameri- | 


| can Can airings and a dance date at 
Manhattan Beach. 

Maestro will 
around the five he salvaged 
from his old outfit. They are Manny 
Praeger, Harry Bailey, Pat McCar- 
thy and the Two Playboys. 


build a 
men 


new crew 





125,000 | 


records since April 1, Mills sees a} 
sale of 250,000 for the first month 
of Master and Variety discs. After 


‘LONDON MUSIC MEN 
IN NEW YORK TRIP 


London, April 20 

Peter Maurice, head of the music 
company bearing his name, and 
Jimmy Phillips his sales manager 
and director, are on their first trip 
to New York. 

Company has only been in exist- 
ence eight years, but it ranks among 
the tops. Jimmy Phillips joined 
Maurice three years ago, quitting 
Lawrence Wright after 12 years. 

Object of trip is to confer with 
their New York representative, Max 
Dreyfus, and also discuss further 
deals with Chappell’s, Crawford 
Music Corp. and Harms. 

Expect to. stay in New.York for 
fortnight. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Maurice and Phillips arrived from 
England Monday (19). Phillips will 
concern himself with ‘publishing 
house contacting, while Maurice pro- 
poses to do _ extensive traveling 
around ‘the country trying to find 
capital and a market for a process 
of making synthetic lenses which he 
owns. Among the towns Maurice 
will visit is Rochester, N. Y., home of 
the Eastman operations. 





Campbell Motors West 


Jimmy Campbell, among other 
reasons, came over from London to 
huddle with Jack Robbins but in- 
stead took off for the Coast on Sun- 
day (18) by motor. Expects to be 





back in N. Y. in time to see Rob- 
bins who, meantime, got in from 
Hollywood on Monday (19) with 











Mrs. Robbins for an extended east- 
ern stay. 

Campbell will powwow with 
| Michael Balcon, among others, on 
| the Coast. That producer is slated 
|to take charge of actual Metro pro- 
duction in London soon. 


Band Concert Law 


Des Moines, April 20. 

Des Moines Musicians’ Association 
has indorsed the bill passed by the 
house and now in the senate sifting 
committee which would permit Des 
Moines to come under provisions of 
the Iowa band law. 

This law, now applying to cities of 
less than 125,000 population, permits 
cities and towns to levy a special tax 
not to exceed one-eighth of a mill 
for financing band concerts. 














No Fuss, No Feathers 


Holiywood, Aprii 20. 


‘The Plain Old Blues, new tune 
cleffed by Arthur Johnson and 
Johnny Burke, wili be warbled by 
Mady Correll, as femme lead in ‘Mid- 


| night Madonna,’ for Major. 
Musical direction for film is being 
| handled by Georgie Stoll. 
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On the Upbeat 


Paul Whiteman will do two days , Middleman’s band, at Nixon Restau- 





of recordings for Victor on May 26-27 | rant. Pittsburgh, another new 

after he exits the Drake hotel, Chi. | signer. 

Hits Indianola ballroom, Columbus, | 

O.. and IMA Auditorium, Flint,! peteher Hart Trio and Two 

Mich., en route east. | Mystics, cocktail units, placed by 
alee |CRA this week. Former preems at 








Dick Gasparre quits the Ambas- | wojford hotel, Danville, Ill, for four 
sador hotel, N. Y., May 6 to fulfill| weeks. Latter indefinitely engaged 
summer engagements. He opens at| py fa Salle hotel, Chi. 
the Mark Hopkins hotel, San Fran- 
he ‘a 9 and reh e to Ain rar 
nd di Ji one 4 ree eo am Johnny Hauser’s band has swung 
bassador, N. ¥., in the tall. to Charlie Shribman’s office for man- | 

=F P t azement. Opens at Providence-Bilt- | 
os % orchestra. curren ‘ | -_ 

_ ye oe cag . oan = more hotel, Providence, R. I., May 15, | 

Tr -Aderc l t ( rwood, now 
at Trocadero ‘ . ms - , as first date under new boss. 
being managed by CRA, Herman Pa 

Will Osborne shifts from Nether- 

4 land-Plaza hotel, Cincinnati, May 30, 
’ for two weeks’ tour for Rockwell- 

Songs You Il Hear and O'Keefe, and then moves into Lowry 


Paul, 


Hear About 


“When Love 


hotel, St. May 19. 


Stuff Smith leaves the Onyx Club, 
N. Y., May 5 for the first time ‘in 
over a year.. He will do a four-week 


77 tour for CRA and then return to 
s Young” | s:." 
Me ; a ADAMSON i . - 
yout Dales thee ave t Chick Webb plays Strand ball- 
Young” room, Philly, on May 23, Fitzgerald’s 


Auditorium, A. C., May 4, and Elks 
Auditorium, Trenton, N. J., May 6, 
for CRA. 


“| Hum A Waltz” 


By GORDON and REVEL 
From 20th Century-Fox’s “This Is 
My Affair” 


“Without Your 
Love”’ 


By LANGE and STRYKER 
From Hal Roach’s “Pick a Star” 


‘lila Joe Venuti 
Roosevelt hotel. 


Jolly 
of French Casino, 
the Normandie ballroom, 
April 26. 


Coburn’s crew, recently out 
Miami, goes into 
Boston, on 


Clyde Lucas moves to the Beverly | 
Club, Ft. Thomas, Ky., May 29 after 
playing Michigan theatre, Detroit, 
May 21 for CRA, 
hops north from 

New Orleans, to bow 








at the Nicolett hotel, Minneapolis, 
Micver Music, Inc. | 2 the 
1619 BROADWAY © NEW YORK ae 
Charles Strong will play at the 
: | Spartanburg, S. C., Cotillion on May 
14, after completing two weeks of 





single stands for ROC. 


WARREN AND DUBIN -— 
At Their Best in These Ritz beticoean Bridgeport, has 
| Mal Hallett Sunday (25), Benny 
‘SEPTEMBER In THE RAIN Geodmak Mey 2 and Casa Loma 

| May 9. 

MELODY FOR Two Les Hyte closes at Sebastian’s 
dae Cotton Club, Los. Angeles, April 27, 
| to tour the south and west. Earl 


SUMMER NIGHT 


A TERRIFIC HIT! tT 
HOW COULD YOU? 


WATCH FOR 
WARREN and DUBIN’S 


GREAT SCORE FROM 
THE “SINGING MARINE” 


| Hines, now on the hoof, replaces him. 
| 





Clyde McCoy opened season for 
Lyonhurst ballroom, Marlboro, Mass., 
last week, 





Lee Bennett plays the senior prom 
at Carroll College, Waukesha, Wisc., 
May 7, 





Horacio Zito’s orchestra booked 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
| 1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bidg., N. ¥. 
| CHARLIE WARREN. _Prot. | Mere 


by Meyer Davis. 








Buddy Rocco, swing organist at 
WNBC, New Britain, Conn., heading 
new band at Club Paragon. 


B. E. Clair will open Totem Pole, 


1ETONE Te dancery, on April 23. Spot is owned 
OPy, by Norumbega Park Co. 
S 




























Ray Benson opened at the Raleigh 


JUST OUT! April 19, 


“CURLY TOP’S 
BIRTHDAY ”’ 


Dediented to Shirley Temple 


hotel, Washington, replac- 


ing Eddie Elkins. 





Eddie Fitzpatrick band has moved 
into the Silver Glade, Cosmopolitan 
hotel, Denver, 








The New 
KALMAR-RUBY SONG HIT 


“THE MOON IS IN 
THE SKY” 


'” MOVIETONE 
MUSIC CORPORATION 


SHING CO, Sole Agents 
$ ‘XTH AVENUE 
NG (RABtO CITY! 


NEW YORK 


Dick Barrie orchestra now playing 
at the Casanova, Brown Palace hotel, 
Denver, 





Little Jack Little band booked for 
Lakeside Park, Denver, 

Virginia Sims rejoins Kay 
yrchestra as vocalist April 25, 

Harold Stern plays Manhatta: 
Beach, N. Y., Aug. 8 to 15. 


Dick Jergens on way 


Kyser 





9AM FOs SUB 


12S0 § 
nih 





to Catalina. 











Get Set for the Song Barrage on the 
New Universal's “Top of the Town” 


““WHERE ARE YOU?” 
““THAT FOOLISH FEELING’’ 
“JAMBOREE” 

“TOP OF THE TOWN” 


By JIMMY McHUGH and HAROLD ADAMSON 
LEO FEIST, Inc. © 1629 BROADWAY *® NEW YORK 




















e into Le Coq Rouge, N. Y., April 20, | 





Blind Swinger 





Joe Mooney, blind musician 
and formerly musical director 
of station WLW, Cincinnati, is 
now arranging music for Frank 
Dailey’s band. 

He’s a swing expert. 


The Boys Push 
Friedland Song 
Out of Respect 














Songwriting comeback for 
Friedland, still convalescing from his 
|leg amputation, is “The Greatest 
| Enemy of Love’ which he, L. Wolfe 
Gilbert and Clarence Nordstrom 
collaborated on. 

It's an old tune 
to when Gilbert 
nered in the 


that dates back 
and Friedland part- 
publishing business, but 
ntly en fixed up with 
Nordstrom in on it. Gilbert is pub- 
lishing it in Hollywood. Song, 
chiefly because of Friedland’s not- 
able struggle in face of his recent 
physical setback, is slated for an 
extraordinary ‘ride’ by the radio 
toppers, 


NELSON, | DORSEY ORKS 
AT PREAKNESS BALL 


i; only rece it’s be 


Baltimore, April 20. 


Running of the famous Preakness 
at Pimlico racetrack here April 29 


will climax an entire week of extra | 


doings and ballyhoo on a scale never 
| before attempted. 

Will be topped by big ball which 
will take place om the night of the 
running of the famous race. 


Ozzie Nelson band will alternate 
| with Tommy Dorsey outfit. Both 
M.C.A. booked. 

David Woods, representing the 


Baltimore Association and Alfred G. 
Vanderbilt, Jr., head the committee | 
in charge of doings, 


ATLANTA DATE N.S.G. 


| Band Draws 600 Dancers at $1.25 to | 


Shriners’ Temple 
Atlanta, April 20. 

Shrine’s Yaarab Temple took a 
fancy licking on George Olsen band 
dance engagement Wednesday (14) 
when not many more than 600 danc- 
ers paid $1.25 apiece. 

Olsen was skedded for 
terview that afternoon on 
but didn’t get here in time, so WATL 
put him on at supper hour, 
was interviewed by Max Hall, radio 
editor of Hearst’s Georgian, and 
Earle Pudney, station’s program di- 
rector. 


also aired band 
and from midnight to 


into Shrine Mosque, 
at 9:15 p.m: 
12:30 a.m. 


That Heidt idt Guy yee 


Travels of Horace Heidt which 
started with one-niters in New Eng- 
land, and which brought him to his 
first Broadway theatre date in five 
years, Loew's State theatre, augurs 
a busy season for maestro. Barn- 
storming, theatre and final hotel lo- 
cation have already been lined up 
via MCA. 

After State, N.Y. date, band opens 
.t Earle theatre, Washington, April 
°3. One niters at Hershey Park, Pa.: 
Sst. Mary’s Auditorium, Passaic, N. J.: 
\readia Ballroom, Providence, and 
state Armory, Trenton, N. J., follow 
yefore theatre dates are resumed. 


Heidt plays Loew’s Century, Balti- 
more, and Shea’s theatre, Buffalo, on 
May 7 and 14 respectively. Band 


will vacash for two weeks following 
last two theatre dates and then re- 
turn to N.Y. to open the Biltmore 
hotel roof. where they stay for sum- 
mer seasecn. 





Rockwell-O’Keefe Dates 

Rockwell-O'Keefe has 
its. bands—Andy King and Claude 
Hopkins—until mid-June on the solo 
booking routes. 

King is touring Louisiana, Florida, 
Ohio, Oklahoma and Texas. Hopkins 
plays the Apollo, N. Y., April 23, and 
will then go into the same territory 
as King. 


1937 





LOMBARDO DETOURS ON 
WAY TO WALDORF, N. Y. 


Guy Lombardo into the Waldorf- 
Astoria roof, N.Y., starting June 24, 
following theatre and one niter 
bookings. Leo Reisman and Xavier 
Cugat will double from lower floors 
until Lombardo checks in. 

Band opens at Fox theatre, De-| 
troit, April 30, and keeps on the trail | 





with Stanley, Pittsburgh: Earle, 
Philadelphia, and Earle, Washington, 


on succeeding weeks. Between May 
21 and Waldorf premiere on June 24 





Anatole | 


radio in- | 
WGST, | 


when he | 


WATL, which controls only wire | 


band will vacash and hit few one- 
niters. 


Dance, Theatre Dates Set 
For Ina Ray Hutton Orc 


Ina Ray Hutton returns from her 
Bermuda vacash tomorrow 
day) to take up alternating theatre 
tour for 
ing session for Charlie Shribman. 


Girl band opens at Stanley theatre, | 


Pittsburgh, April 30, for one week. 


For two weeks starting May 7 she 
will cruise for Shribman before 
opening at the Paramount theatre. 
N.Y., May 21, It’s her first date at 
Par house. 


Dallas Bookings 


Dallas, April 20. 

Two local spots switch bands here 
this week. Ken Moyer follows Jimmy 
Garrigan into Chez Maurice tonight 
(20), and Don Bestor will follow 
Carl Ravell into Adolphus Wednes- 
day night (21). Latter is slated to 
follow Ozzie Nelson at Lexington in 
| New York. 

Griff Williams’ band 
to succeed Bernie Cummins at Baker 
hotel in a couple of weeks. 

Two hotels have had dance 
and other entertainment turns most 
|of winter. Last week, after 
and Farrell and Leon and Mace enda- 
ed engagements at Adolphus, man- 
agements finally got together and 


agreed to let orchestras go it alone. ! 


Closing dance team at Baker 
Bernhardt and Graham. 


_ Oregon U. _Name- Minded 


Portland, Ore., April 20. 
University of Oregon studes have 


was 


| booked Jimmy Dorsey’s Band into 
the campus for spring formal. Re- 


| cently had Duke Ellington’s orches- 
tra for another prom. 
| Name band is a ticket seller to 
| these .affairs and discovered to be 
}a greater attraction than local or- 


past. 








Hallet Magnetizes 1,700 


Mal Hallett drew 1,700 patrons at 
$1.10 each to his Saturday night ses- 
| sion at Hamilton Park, Waterbury, 
Conn., April 17. Outdrew Horace 
| Heidt, who attracted 1,200 at same 
price on preceding week-end. 

Hallett will inaugurate the full 
| time seven-day week at Reade’s Ca- 
sino, Asbury Park, N. J., on Dec- | 
oration Day. Spot is now playing 
name bands on Saturday and Sun- 
day. 
times weekly when season starts. 





Frank Dailey’s Short Exposure 
Frank Dailey will return with his | 





| N 





| 


| 


| 
| 


| 
' 


set two of | 


band to his own spot, the Meadow- | 
brook Country Club, Cedar Grove. | 
Y. J.. April 27, after a brief touring 
session to retain his union status. 

Band will remain for summer at 
the club, which has been serviced by 
other CRA bands during the master’s 
three-week absence. Louise Wallace 
has been added as vocalist. 





Clyde Lucas Repeats 
Clyde Lucas set for one week at 
the Michigan theatre, Detroit, open- 
ing May 21. 
It's a quick repeat for Lucas, hav- 
ing played there Sept. 25 of last 


| year. 


(Thurs- | 


Mills office and one-nig ht- | 


is scheduled | 


team 


Endor | 


chestras which had been used in the | 


| 


CBS will install a wire three*| 


| 


—_—s 


Gene Krupa Mulls 
Idea of Own Band; 
Top-Priced Drummer 


Gene Krupa, drummer with the 
Benny Goodman band, is reported 
;anxious to organize his own swing 
| crew and cash in on the name he 
has built for himself. Stick swinger 
|is the highest paid in the biz getting 
himself a salary of $275 weekly 
added revenue of $75 per 
and $20 for. recordings. 

Youngster started with Horace 
Heidt several years ago when 16, 








and 
broadcast 





Heidt Okay in Conn. 
Waterbury, April 20. 
Second Connecticut stand in two 
weeks of Horace Heidt troupe drey 
1,400 at $1.10 to Hamilton park her 
Previous visit Easter Sunday to 
Ritz, Bridgeport, pulled 2,800. 





VISIT OR WRITE 


A | c} 


YOU’RE PRECIOUS 
TO ME 


A-HUNTING I WILL GO 
| | ‘IT’S HIGH TIME 


WHAT A HEAVENLY 
_NIGHT 
TWO ROCKING CHAIRS 
STARDUST ON THE 
__ MOON 
IF WE HAVE A 
RAINY SUNDAY 
HAVANA’S CALLING 
ME (Rumba) 


" Orchestrations 50c each 


RAL 


a4 
RADIO CITY ° 


From “CHEROKEE STRIP” 


Starring DICK FORAN 
THE ra waa" BALLAD 


MY LITTLE 
-BUCKAROO 


| When My 
Dream Boat 
Comes Home 


| M. WITMARK & SONS 


|| 1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bldg., N. Y¥. 
'8| CHARLIE WARREN, Prof, Mer. 
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The Nation’s New 
Song Favorite 


‘SEVENTH HEAVEN’ 


From the 20th Century-Fox 
Picture 
“Seventh Heaven” 
| renin arereeoer 


From “One In A Million” 


‘WHO’S AFRAID OF 
LOVE’ 


‘ONE he A MILLION" 





ric OLLWOOD SONG Sm 


RCA BUILDING-RADIO CITY-NEW YORK.NY 
PHIL KORNHEISER, Gen Moar. 








“GORDON and REVEL Click Again! 








| Featuring Walter Winchell, 





Robbins Music Corporation 





CR 


NEVER IN A MILLION YEARS 
| THERE’S ALULL IN MYLIFE WAKE UP AND LIVE 
I'M BUBBLING OVER 





in 20th Century-Fox’s “WAKE UP AND LIVE” | 


Ben Bernie and Alice Faye 


IT’S SWELL OF YOU 


j 
1} 
| 
| 
if 


® 799 7th Ave., New York | 


} 
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BALLROONS’ CAFE STYLE 


I PUT TIAN Trailer Travel Urged Upon Bands 


Andrew Karzas Does a Burn-Up qf] {QT FHI For Snooze-Increasing Comfort 











a ee 


























Chicago, April 20. , but nobody thought te tell Andrew Trailer compa ( are makin an , ford a cleaner and less |} aphaz: ! 
les . ) e part of somebody Karzas, ballroom owner, about sigi . . . ite! e dl ea g I ad bDOOKII ode of livin fi t nt mu 
Neglect on the pa Te ee ae a = .. Hooferies Meeting Competi- _,, ' ' ; ’ 
will probably delay the start of the |*™5 ‘tHe fFaal SLO even tnouy , s OrTice to convert one-nite " i cial ay promote 
new Willys series on Mutual which | began a week before Kyser was due tion of Night Clubs and |the use of giant de luxe | table Traile é ‘ are eady a 
> > » Kay Kyser band.|to leave the ballroom, and ever . apartments in preference to the old |special showing of their latest ma- 
is to be done by Bay ™ Meditate” tek tecmdanal Seeintces Beer Stubes with Canned |“”" pr hapa nara , pete 
Set to start Sunday (25), it will Bt ‘ roaaca IS scneaulec : stand-by chartered busses now us¢ chine to lure musickers. An exhi- 
new open a week later, May 2. for the middle of a Sunday evening Music and Other Distrac- by majority bition will be given in N. Y. some- 
Kyser, booked until May 1, at the biggest day of the week for the tions Renters are making attractive of-|time within next two weeks. They 
Trianon here, was signatured for | Gance spot. fers to offices by leasing their vehi- |are also establishing a press bureau 
Willys program, two weeks ee by 7 Slight Neglect cles at same rate as pus outht of to make the country trailer-camp 
Music Corporation of America which r : HOTEL 30c. per mile, and stressing the im- |minded, much the same as tourist 
also handled the Trianon contract, First Karzas knew of the deal was | S NO LIKE 


portance and convenience of the }camps were ballyed 
when he read about it. at which time | 


he went into a beautiful burn. ade 


. ’ feature flock of Ippe and lowe 
™y, 3 ia nif that Kysei Wa signea 1 By JOHN HURLEY 1 
The Latest Cotlege ll Bn ert fo) leepir 
. ‘ 5 1 : : " ee e ; ! | : 
| Prom Cl aworite !It nur and Kyse1 N ould Sta) espe- A definite trend among dance lockers. refrigerato ati i res¢ nis 
@ cially since nobody thought him im- Sing ; 
i since 


spots since repeal, and growins travelling band averagt 








newly conceived de luxe cai whict 





portant enough ever o be ik ! ;, ‘ 
ai what. Ste *h ¢ Jet in| observed in the gradual switch from |#P0ut 1,200 miles weekly, it i “tees 
oO vha Vas going on. . Ss oe wa ; mm}, , ’ : , “ pe 
traight hoof t } deemed advantageous to aflord boy READY WILLING AND ABLE 
‘ ¢ ae Ss align hOO1LNN Ss Spa - ) a | 1 
MCA is said to have offered to put . aa a o the nitery sleep while on the hoof It elimi Leading All Around 


: other bands in for the evening, but atmosphere with tables, liquors and} nates hotel bills. the discomfort of 

by JOHN REDMOND" * Karzas has taken his stand..and is} foods Change is greater among the sleeping upright in busses and af T00 MARVELOUS 

Cataereepeee Said to demand that either Kyse1 key spots, but also extends to the er Oa OVE St ee ET ee 

‘ a plays, or he gets another band plus | lesser stands due to the competition . FOR WORDS 

: $600, so the chances are that the|of hotels gone show biz and the | Joseph, Mich.; Lakeside Park, Den 

Willys program will not hit the air| profusion of wayside tavernas and! Ver and Excelsior Park, Minneapoli 

votil May 2. town beer stubes with musical come- Local regulations have forced 
New ‘tna also upsets the plans of | 9"5 pong ge Bape ne sede te 5 JUST A QUIET 

and lighter eats. Established hotels, 
Pierre Andree, free lance announcer. 


Widespread entrance of hotels into 





" agedeayh ; etc have lobbied against expan- 
and Morrie Wood. WGN producer,| the dance field with name_ bands ao : 
. sion of some. spots, thus causing 
who left their other work to ac-| spotted in their restaurant adjuncts, rr 
; eal , , more limitations. Those unham- 
company Kyser on the radio-one-| the arrival of theatre-restaurants, and _ ‘ 
: : pered have gone all the way. Tom 
niter combo. revival of the recording business’ via ; 


Archer’s new Tromar in Des Moines 


Perret sappy “ = eras aight has 1000 tables and Theron Mandar’ SENTIMENTAL AND 
2 niiis, uC, ‘ea more ropres- T ’ 
: : ; super spot at Newport, Vt.,_ has 
L y y ‘ sive ro 1 s 1 the ‘Oonvel 0 
Agnew Okay for Dance, oe ren eee ent | somewhat similiar seating capacity MELANCHOLY 

) e1e, i€a al danc- . : 
EXCLUSIVE PUBLICATIONS. Inc: c z Ban ait tne Guaeine end atibhiem end and special bai Former was opened 
1619 BROADWAY. - °- “NEWYORK * But Theatre Date W eak Se ee a Se April 15, by Red Norvo 
band and Mildred Bailey. Meader’: a 
preems on Decoration Day 


Mason City, Ia., April 20. clubbing and that the two could 

: never mect has been dissipated 

Charlie Agnew and his band | gome have not gone all the way “pea agen oe gare ny PE 

‘ . © ceac . — Anoth A te 1 ane ela 
played to slim houses in two day limiting the cabaret equipment to 


‘ 8 ae ’ . , : is the use of prominent orchestras fo 
stop at Cecil. Only at one night! mezzanine fioors, while others re- aie Sesat: 
performance did crowd approach ¢a- river boats plying through summe! 
o 





Watch This European Hit Climb 


decorated and rearranged for the|, ’ Sfosute om ia 
pacity proportions. Partly due to| fy}] club front. nights Music 1s not new on the 


weak sister screener, ‘Step Lively tubs, but use of important attrac- 


THE BALLAD Jeeves.’ ‘ ine yon Regi gy 3 * t tions to further lure passengérs 1: ‘ 
: SENSATION | Moosishuns played at Surf. ball- diana. Nebraska. etc ae reg t. ‘ sseae a eee ae eee er | M HATIN TH iS 
B room at Clear Lake. resortown nine | Charlie Shribman has instalied the Wilson Line in N. ¥ u ing Andy 
THE miles west of here, after second! gap jin all of his New England loca- Sanella Tub vy as i ‘remote pie Ik WAITIN . ARQ UND 
night at Cecil, 4 pe ee 
~ 


BKAND NEW 


and scored wit ‘ : New ‘rsey moO 
‘ ith /tions and also in New Jersey ard up for NBC as well. Hudson River 


| healthy sized crowd. wm , Pegg PS - 
WoOoRLD . : ’ Pennsy. Andrew Karzas, op2rator| Line is reported to be considering 


dhemsiiiemini » Wes ‘ 27 Mhicran . y i 
of the Trianon and Aragon, Chic 1S0,/a similar move this year, paying 4 New Swing Hit 


| 
IS MINE Dixielanders Six-Weeker and a ee ee conservative, | more attention to bands than shows. 52nd STREET 
[ | } swung to the mezz idea. 
, . 


; ; Possible that other odd half dozen 
Dixieland Jazz Band, now one Some of the keys which have in-/| cruise canoes might effect similar 
(TONIGHT ) poe beg ger ntl Romncgay 4 bingy augurated the idea are Reade’s Ca-/ alterations. Bo 
—_ - Worth, 2exas, JUNE <! | sino, Asbury Park, N. J.; C. S. Rose's Consolidated Radio Artists has set rhapoes 
NOW THRILLING for a six-week stay, with options for 


on rs : ‘ ” 
Modernistic, Milwaukee; George An-| the first steamer band booking of the The King and the Chorus Girl 


THE WORLD preg It's their first lengthy loca- | ¢¢ rson’s Palomar, Los Angeles, coun-| season with sale of its string to the 
ne job. itry’s swankiest; Ernest Byfield’s| Potomac River Line of Washington, | 
s 


—F-%% | i—te> 4 | Band will also play a week at the | Merry Gardens, Chicago; Charlie|D. C. Line has remodeled all its | 
|; N. Y. Paramount theatre, opening | Horvath’s Trianon, Cleveland; Bobj| tubs and will go down the ways on |} 
| ‘ , ‘ . 
PUBLISHING COMPANY | May 5. and will resume barnstorm- | McDonald's Normandie, Boston: | May 1 with Charlie Barnet. Rita | HARMS, INC., RCA Bidg., N. Y. 
1250 SIXTH AVENY ing until settling at Centennial spot.| Playland Casino, Rye Beach, N. Y.;| Rio band follows Barnet’ on sue- | MACK GOLDMAN, Prof, Mer. 
Now at Silver Grill, Buffalo, N.Y. |Bob Dewhirst’s Grande Vista, St.| ceeding weekend. 
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RCA BUILOING. (RADIO-CITY) 








PETER MAURICE and JIMMY PHILLIPS 


OF THE 


PETER MAURICE MUSIC CO. LTD., LONDON, ENG. 


ARRIVED IN NEW YORK APRIL 19TH ON THE QUEEN MARY AND WILL BE PLEASED TO SEE OLD 
FRIENDS AND MEET NEW ONES. HEADQUARTERING AT THE WALDORF-ASTORIA HOTEL, NEW YORK 


PUBLISHERS OF THE WORLD HITS: 


RED SAILS IN THE SUNCET ISLE OF CAPRI 


(SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN & CO., INC.) (HARMS, INC.) 











CURRENT HITS IN U. S. A.: 


SERENADE IN THE NIGHT DID YOUR MOTHER COME FROM IRELAND 


} (MILLS MUSIC, INC.) (CRAWFORD MUSIC CO.) 


AT THE CAFE CONTINENTAL 


(HARMS, INC.) 


BRINGING OVER THE TWO NEW EUROPEAN SENSATIONS : 


HARBOR LIGHTS CORONATION WALTZ 


(BY THE WRITERS OF RED SAILS IN THE SUNSET) (THE AUTHENTIC CORONATION SONG) 


| American Representative : MAX DREYFUS 
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PHILLY NITERY 
STRIKE AT 
IMPASSE 


Philadelphia, April 20. 

Waiters’ union here is almost at 
point of bust-up as result of strike 
at Arcadia-International, top Philly 
nitery, but picket line continues pac- 
ing front of spot, with no settlement 
in sight. 

Members of union are circulating 
petition charging execs with calling | 
walk-out illegally. Declare rules de- | 
mand members be given right to 
secret ballot before strike is called. 
Pickets also demanding 30c. an hour, 
which officials state depleted treas- 
ury makes impossible. 

Attempts by striking waiters, bar- 
tenders and kitchen help to have 
Happy Felton band pulled from spot 
by American Federation of Musi- 
cians ended unsuccessfully and seem 
to have been dropped, as musicians 
have evinced no sympathy for strik- 
ers, who, they claim, broke contract 
with Operator Art Padula. 

At latest conciliation meeting last 
week, attended by Padula, John Cas- 
sidy, biz agent fo> unions, represent- 
atives of capital and labor and chair- 
man of Mayor’s Labor Board, no 
progress was made. Padula refuses 
to negotiate new contract unless 
union posts $10,000 forfeiture bond, 
which it finds impossible to obtain. 
Padula claims union has broken two 
contracts with him and he'll ink no 
more-unless bond is put up. 

Patronage at the Arcadia, which 
fell off sharply during first weeks of 
strike, is now almost back to normal. 

















LARGE OR SMALL 


UNITS 


WRITE - WIRE - PHONE } 
National 


Theatrical 
Exchange 


Century Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


40K HILLER SID MARKE 
Manager Booker 


| 














Always Working 
‘WHITEY’ 


AL. ROBERTS 


NOW BOOKED AT 
HERSHEY - TROY AND 
SCHENECTADY 








AGENTS 


Everyday, Convalescent 

Greeting Cards 
In Boxed Assortments 

Very Liberal Commissions 
Write for particulars 
DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 West 72nd St. New York, N. ¥. 





Birthday. 














Nitery Reviews 











|or for the risque, 
!’em with names 


| danceable. 


| Paris, 
| show for the Paris Expo’s season. 


ithe» matter of 
|New York 


| Morris 


CHEZ PAREE 


(CHICAGO) 

Chicago, April 15. 
Class and Chez Paree are spelled 
the same way to the people of this 
town. The Chez is still Chicago’s 
outstanding and, in some ways, most 
remarkable nitery—remarkable, in 
that it has never gone in for nudity 
preferring te pack 

and performance. 
with this policy is 


Right in line 


Henry 


the line of girls. Both are tops. 
Busse has one of the few bands | 
which can give everything a per- 


former desires in the way of accom- 
paniment, and the next minute pop 
out a tune that is, by all measures, 
The best compliment 
they can receive is their long en- 
gagement here. 

This show from one viewpoint 
seems to leave nothing to be desired, 
and from another seems to lack a 
great deal. Every act, as an indi- 
vidual turn, is excellent, has all it 
takes, yet put together they fail to 
make a show that is either smooth 
or snappy. 

Cross and Dunn save the bill from 
the entertainment and every other 
angle. Their old songs seem like 
new and their new tunes are swell. 
Moreover, they fit into this room, 
which is more than can be said for 
several other acts, and this means 
both Wini Shaw and Jack Williams. 
Wini Shaw looks good, all her songs 
are from her own pictures, and her 
singing is a revelation. Yet the 
whole thing is almost spoiled be- 
cause the room is too big for her. 
Same is true of Jack Williams, a 

(Continued on page 54) 





Ambassadeurs, Paris, 


Wants Cotton Clubbers 


Deal is on between the William 
Morris office and Les Ambassadeurs, 
to send over a Cotton Club 





All-colored troupe will carry the 
Cotton Club tag, however, only if 
royalties to the 
nitery’s management fs 
straightened out. C.C. is asking 
51,000 a week for the use of its 
name in Paris. 

Lineup of talent for the Paris C.C. 
show has not yet been decided upon, 
office waiting first for the 
outcome of the royalty 





MCA’S BEACH 
Detroit, April 20. 

Jefferson Beach here will be 
booked by Music Corp. of America 
this season in a deal just set. 

Beach will make a campaign to 
stress its nitery show in the new 
arrangement, however, rather than 
depend on name bands for the b.o. 





Mayer Gals’ ‘Berlin Date 

Lottie Mayer’s diving girls (12) 
have been spotted for two months at 
the Scala, Berlin, opening in Septem- 
ber. 

Troupe will sail with 33 tons of 
baggage, latter including the swim- 
ming tank, springboards, ete. This 
is reputed to be a record prop- 
Bete ce for any U. S. act travelling 
| abroad. 
| Wiiliam Morris office agented. 








BOOKING 


AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ 


ST. NEW YORK 


Bryant 9-7600 





J. 
GENERAL 


SIDNEY H. 


BOOKING 


LUBIN 


MANAGER 


PIERMONT 


MANAGER 








Busse and his orchestra, and | 


negotiations. | 


Brit. VAF’s Alien 
Actor Protest 
Confab a Bust 


London, April 20. 
Meeting to discuss foreign artists 
| situation held here Friday (16) looks | 
| to have been pretty much of a bust, 
| with Ministry of Labor and West 





End Entertainment Protection Ass'n | 


|refusing to send reps. Only at- 
'tendees were Variety Artists Fed- 
| eration, Agents Assn.., 
| Managers Assn. 





>» 7% nie j ‘ 
and Provincial | the title proved: non-b. Oo. 


} 


Attending reps were unanimous in | 


refusing to consider any quota sug- 
gestion made by the VAF. Latter 
group then suggested a permanent 
committee, comprising agents, art- 
ists and managers, be appointed to 
deal with whole matter. Move was 
made as a face-saver, but failed. 


NEW DET. LAW WOULD 
BAN PLAYING MINORS 








entertainments which include kids 
up to 18 years in their casts are pro- 
vided in a measure submitted in the 
state legislature. Bill also makes 
it a felony for nitery ops who permit 
minors to sip in their spots. 

Rep. John F. Hamilton, of Detroit, 
sponsor of the measure, declared a 
survey of nocturne spots in Detroit 
area showed kids as young as five 
and six years old appearing nightly 
in floor shows. The bill passed gen- 
eral orders of the house of represen- 
tatives without oppcsition and is ex- 
pected to receive favorable action in 
both houses. 





Prop. and Nitery Help 








Philadelphia, April 20. 

Proprietor and four employes of 
the 21 Club, scene of a raid last 
week after it was charged a guest 
was beaten up by waiters, were dis- 
charged by Magistrate Medway Fri- 
day (16). 

Police were reprimanded by the 
magistrate for not arresting the 
guests who, it was said, were par- 
tially responsible for the trouble. 
Medway then discharged Benjamin 
Beifel, owner of the club, and 
brother of another magistrate. 

One of the patrons, Brooke Dolan, 
socialite and explorer, was held for 
a further hearing. He is alleged to 
have hit a policeman. 


Bowes’ Dusky Ams 


Major Bowes is producing his first 
all-colored amateur unit. It'll start 
touring in June. 

Title is ‘Dixie Jubilee.’ 


Chorines’ N. Y. Nitery 


Three former musical showgirls 
are opening their own nite spot on 
52nd St., N. Y., April 23, to be called 
the Whirling Top. 

The girls are 
Georgie Moore - 














Irene Stephens, 
‘nd Cora Stephens. 


Saranac Lake 








By Happy Benway 
Your correspondent had a set- 
back, which puts him back for four 


or five weeks of the bed routine. 

Ex-Governor Scholtz of Florida 
here for a look-see at the Elk’s 
Club; first time the locals saw a 
Grand Exalted Ruler in the flesh. 

Tommy Vicks, who mastered about 
five years of this ozoning, leaves for 
a mess of the same routine in the 
New Hampshire hills. 

Murray Salet, Saranacer of many 
years, takes over the singing waiter 
thing at the new Adirondack Grill. 

WNBZ here changes hands, taken 
over by a Rochester station. Ray 
English remains as announcer, while 
Mac McCloud goes to CBS. 

Among those who are starting to 
look the part at come-backing are 
Sal Ragone, Doris Gascoigne, Mar- 
garet Newell, Fifi Climas, Bea Lee 
and Ford Raymond. 

Bert Ford is due back here from 
Brooklyn. 

Write to those you know in Sara- 
nac or elsewhere who are sick. 





Freed of Assault Charge | 





Drastic curbs on floor shows and | 





Inside Stuff—Vaudeville 


Start of a general newspaper clean-up drive against hideaway nite club 
stories and advertising is under way in Chicago with the leading light in 


cleaning process being the Daily Ne 
chief, Lloyd Lewis. 


ws under the direction of amusement 


Under Lewis’ neW edict, the News is not soliciting or 


accepting advertising from almost half of the nite clubs there, on the con- 
tention that most of these spots are clip-joints. 


In dropping the niteries which 
other aspects of off-color atmospher 


the nitery advertising in the News in half. 


amusement editors in Chi, has 
insinuations in the joint advertising 
| tainment’ these spots are dispensing. 


become leery 


have gambling, bootleg hostesses or 
e, Lewis is cutting the revenue from 
Lewis, like a number of other 
of the increasingly lurid 
copy and also of the type of ‘enter- 


Closing of the ‘At Home Abroad’ 
and the subsequent references to 
ary difficulties with any members of 


unit by Mike Todd in Boston last week, 
‘money troubles,’ 


did not imply any sal- 


the cast. Todd paid off in full. Pro- 


ducer claims he folded the tab version of the Shubert musical hit because 





@ 15 YEARS AGO e@ 


(From Variety and Clipper) 











Eugene Walter's ‘The Easiest Way’ 
first production in English by a com- 
pany in Berlin organized to do 
American plays there. Well re- 
ceived. 


Minsky brothers went into the 


Park, at Columbus Circle, and took | 


the back page of Variery to tell 
it. Came ‘uptown too soon, though 
road burleys had flourished at the 
Circle for some time a few years 
before. 





David W. Griffith handed $85,000 | 


to Bill Fox to lay off ‘Two Orphans.’ 
Fox had the rights in several for- 
eign countries. 





Theatres were suffering from a 
dearth of feature pictures. 
the short runners. And no double 
bills then. 





Ethel Levey in a farewell week at 
the N. Y. Palace. Without her daugh- 
ter, Georgette Cohan, this time, and 
over nicely. 





Picture managers met to find a 
way to put radio out of business. 
Still scratching the noddle. 





Program at the N. Y. Palace cut 
one act to let in Chaplin’s short, ‘Pay 
Day.” Not an exclusive. There were 
84 prints working local houses. 
Two-reeler took 20 minutes. 





Jack Lait described Daisy Nellis. 
classical pianist at the Riverside, as 
‘a No. 1 pianist but a No. 2 act.’ Too 
good, 





Wall Street bulls tossed Loew 
stock to 185% in a 22,600-share ses- | 
sion. 





Will Hays gave Zukor and Nick | 
Schenck the works, and the latter | 


finally abandoned their efforts to! 


release the Arbuckle comedies. 





Olympic Fem. Fencer 
To Head Vaude Ballet 


Chicago, April 20. 

Joanna DeTuscan, Olympic fenc- 
ing champion, is gcing pro show biz 
and starts her vaude trials at the 
Fox, Detroit, May 7. Will work 
with a fencing ballet and with a 
partner for exhibitions. 

Handled through Music Corp. of 
America. 








Veloz-Yolanda Released 


From Dallas for London | 


Veloz and Yolanda have been re- 
leased from their contract with the 
Pan-American Casino, nitery end of 
the Greater Texas Pan-American Ex- 
position opening in Dallas June 12. 
V. & Y. asked the release so they 
could appear in London during the 
Coronation. 
Plaza hotel, N. Y. Slated to open at 
the Dorchester, London, in mid-May. 

Replacing them in the Casino show 
will be Georges and Jalna. 


A. C Gets Rand 


Sally Rand and unit play the Steel 
Pier, Atlantic City, 
Day week-end. May 29, 30 and 31. 

Set by the William Morris agency. 


Tough on | 


They’re currently at the | 


for the Memorial | 


_Shuberts were in on the production. 





Philly Courts to Decide 
On Child Labor Legality; 


Hinges on Charity Show 








Philadelphia, April 20. 

Philly courts were asked to clear 
2D legality of child performers here 
last week after a prominent Philly 
attorney was fined $200 for allow- 
ing a 71-year-old girl to participate 
in an ice carnival, which he was 
running for charity. 

The attorney, Edgar S. McKaig. 
was arrested by Department of 
Labor officials for permitting Shir- 
ley Foster to perform. He testified 
that the child was paid nothing but 
her expenses. The court took the 
case under advisement. 

Last fall the labor department kept 
the 12-year-old prodigy violinist, 
Ruth Sczylenski, from performing at 
a concert here. 











| Now Appearing 


CLEO BROWN 
ROY ELDRIDGE 


And Band 
AT THE 
“‘Home of Swing” 
In Chicago 


FAMOUS 
THREE DEUCES 


222 North State St. 


| 














OLIVE 


| &egre= 
SAMUELS 


‘Well Intended Buffoonery’ 
HELD OVER IN ADVANCE 
6 WEEKS 
MARCH 16th to APRIL Sist 
“FEMINA”’ 

VIENNA .- AUSTRIA 


Permanent foreign mailing address, 
American Express, Paris, France 











Show People All the World Over Wil) 
Be Interested to Know That 


SIDNEY FISHER «1c 


(tormerly at 29, Wardour Street) 
is Now Located at More Commodious 
Premises at 
75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 














THE SHOW PEOPLE’S 
EATEPY IN LONDON 


LINDY’S 


LEICESTER SQUARE 

















sential 


ROXY, NEW YORK 





KAY, KATYA and KAY 


Direction — LEDDY & SMITH 


DANCE STYLIS 


(This Week, “Apel | 6) 
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t L. Is Vaude’s Worst Town, F&M 


Finds as Last 


St. Louis, April 20. 

This village of 800,000 whites just 
won't go for flesh shows 
houses. Take it from any angle, it’s 
just a miawestern burg where the 
slogan’s ‘Show Me’ means just what 
it says, and for the umpty steenth 
time stage shows at pop prices have 
failed. Thursday (22) will start 
final week of latest attempt to re- 
store this form of entertainment at 
Fanchon & Marco’s St. Louis the- 
atre. 

In past two years F&M has tried 
to restore stage shows at its Mis- 
souri, Ambassador and St. Louis the- 
atres, but the policy was a failure at 
each spot. Last fall, when St. Louis 
theatre was reopened with fan fare 
of publicity after being shuttered for 
several years, Paul Ash was im- 
ported as baton wielder and m.c.: 
Roxyettes, trainel by Eva Ross, were 
prought 9n from New York. Ash 
stayed at midtown house for several 





weeks and then moved downtown to | 


F&M’s Ambassador, where pit band 
shows were inaugurated. 


| 


! 
| 


in pix} 


Freddy ; 


Mack was sent out from New York | 


to supplant Ash. 
St. Louis was given constant plug- 


ging in local rags, billboards, etc., | 


but policy of using a second run film 
in conjunction. with stage shows 
didn’t click. When Mack returned to 
New York to organize his own dance 
band, Johnny Perkins was brought 
here, but he also failed to overcome 
the film policy handicap. 

To bolster fading biz, F&M tossed 


On Monday nights Perkins distrib- 
uted hamburgers and soft drinks to 


customers and invited those inclined | 


to dance to come onto 
Tuesday night was amateur night; 
Thursday night, in addition to regu- 
lar bill, a preview of next week's 
screen feature was shown. On an- 
other night customers were given an 
opportunity to win electrical home 


appliances. 

Another stunt was insertion of 
coupon in ‘Show World,’ F&M and 
St. Louis Amusement Co.’s house- 


organ enabling anyone to present 
it with a dime for a matinee admis- 
sion to house where regular fee was 
25c. This brought lots of customers, 
but not much dough, and was discon- 
tinued after several weeks. Still biz 
was spotty, and, although Perkins 
stayed for 13 weeks and 
weeks saw reinstatement of first-run 


pix policy, b.o. activity wasn’t profit- | Sin Juke < 


able nor encouraging. 


the apron. | 


last few 


While the St. Louis was fighting | 


for a profit, F&M decided that over- | 


head for stage shows at the Ambas- | 


sador was too heavy and discontinued 
them. However, despite the set- 
backs that has attended attempts to 
revive stage shows, it is understood 
that another fling will be made with 
them at Ambassador next fall. 

For the time being the St. Louis 
will remain strictly a pix house. 


ATLANTA COPS RAID 





CASINO, ARREST TWO 





Atlanta, Ga., April 20. 
_ Unmolested operation of niteries 
in this vicinity came to a stop Fri- 
day (16), when Cobb county police 
raided the exclusive Forrest Club on 
the Marietta-Atlant: highway. ar- 


rested two men, seized quantity of 
liquors and confiscated gambling 
equipment. 


The arrested pair were booked as 
W. D. Major, club's manager, and 
W. J. Wilson, bartender. Both face 
charges of possessing and selling 
whiskey and operating a gambling 
house. Manager was released on 


$1,000 bond and drink mixer posted 
$250 bail. 


} 


Stage Policy Fails 





No. 2 Gypsy 





Dallas, April 20. 

When George Marshall was 
told that Billy Rose was trying 
to lure Gypsy Rose Lee into his 
fold for the Fort Worth fiesta, 
the Dallas expo showman said 
he was unworried. 

‘Rose can have the customers 
who approve of Gypsy Lee, the 
shin-stripper,’ said Marshall, 
‘I'm going after the crowd 
which is hot for Gypsy Smith, 
the sin-stripper. The pulpit 
Gypsy turns them away.’ 











SLIGH - TYRELL 
TAKEOVER BY | 


Book Stag Dancer 


Chicago, April 20. 
Discharged last week after being 
arrested for an alleged indecent per- 
formance, Fritzie Wick, Chicago Art 


Institute model, has been booked 
for Oriental week beginning Friday 
(23). 

George Flint, of local Gus Sun 


office, agenting. 


Gypsy Rose Lee’s 


Commish Suit in 


3-Way Accord 


of the 

breach of 
against Gypsy Rose Lee, which came 
up in Municipal Court, N. Y., Thurs- 
(15) 


cornered 


Outcome William Morris 


agency's contract suit 


day was a compromise three- 


management arrangement 


| between the Morris office and Curtis 


F&M AGCY. | 


Chicago, April 20. 

Sligh & Tyrell agency taken over 
by Fanchon & Marco, who have} 
made a deal to handle artists and 
specialty talent bookings for Con- 
solidated Radio Artists. Eddie Sligh 
to locate in N. Y. office and Phil 
Tyrell in Chicago. Both to work 


port to F. & M. on final payoff. 
Deal understood salary and per- 
centage. 
Sligh-Tyrell negotiations were 
started by Fanchon & Marco in St. 


Louis three weeks ago and it is still | 


not consummated; in fact won't be 
until later this week. 


2 INDIE VAUDFILMERS 
DROPPING STAGE SHOWS 


Two 








indie vaudfilmers going 
straight-flick for summer months are 
Fays, Philly, 
Paterson, N. J. 

The Majestic split-weeker, 
and drops flesh last week in May. 


Fays, full-week stand, goes straight- | 


and the Majestic, 


is a 


Both plan to resume 
stage-shows late in Sept. 





| 
a | 
Friendly Rivalry | 

Along Nitery Row 


| 


| 





Singing-comedy team of Rose 
Blaine and Tiny Wolfe, with Abe | 
Lyman’s orchestra, are currently | 


playing away from the band for a | 
couple of weeks and in opposition to | 


|one another on the West 52d street, 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


. Y. nitery front. 

Miss Blaine went into Leon & | 
Eddie’s show last week, at the same | 
time as Wolfe joined the new layout 
in the Yacht Club directly across 
the street. Reportedly too expensive 
as a team for either spot, so they 
were booked apart. They'll be a | 
team again on rejoining Lyman. 

This friendly opposish of per- 
formers is reflected in the two 
niteries themselves. Leon & Eddie's 
management frequently sends floral 
tributes to the Yacht Club on open- 
ing nights, and vice versa. Though 
now purveying entertainment, this 


| exchange of Courtesies between the 


nite spots is quite different from 


|the policies of opposish vaude thea- 


Place was full of customers. but 


none of the latter were pinched. 





J. C. Stein East 


Jules C. Stein, Music Corp 


of | 


America prez, arrives in New York | 


from Coast some time this week, 
after a stop-off in Chicago. 

Has been in Hollywood for couple 
of months setting up company’s 


fice there, 7 
NIESEN’S $1,500 IN HUB 
Gertrude Niesen goes into the 


ayfair, Boston nitery, April 28. 
one week. 


She's set at $1,500. 


tres in the old days. 





White’s 5-Week Route 


Hollywood, April 20. 
Sammy White opens a five-week 
personal appearance tour in Okla- 
homa City Friday (23). 
Following a week there 
to Lincoln, Neb.. Detroit, 
and New York. 


he goes 
Chicago 


Fuzzy Knight to P. A. 


Hollywood, April 20. 
Fuzzy Knight starts a week of 
personal appearances at the Metro- | 
politan, Boston (29). It'll be his 


first vaude date im the east in sev-} 


for | eral years 


Comie then goes to New York and | 
Chicago fur one-week stands. 


| fall. 


| against Miss 


| crew 


& Allen. Case was heard by 
Benjamin Shalleck. 
According to the compromise, the 


Judge 


Morris office will get a one-third 
| share in the management of the 
stripper after she completes her 


two-picture deal for 20th Century- 
Fox and after a musical she’s signed 
to do for the Shuberts in N. Y. 
Till then, C & A and 
ciate, Irving Sherman, represent 
her exclusively; then the Morris 
agency gets a one-third share of her 


: : = | commissions. 
; | out of Consolidated’s offices but re- | 
out several baits to lure customers. | | 


office suit was 
Lee for the nominal 
sum of $1,000. Stripper contended 
that the only pact she had signed 


Morris strictly 


| with the agency was a three-month 


managerial option, which expired, 
i she alleged, when the agency failed 
,to proffer her any deals. Charles 


| Allen, of C & A, in court to protect | 


| the latter's contract with the strip- 
| per, proposed the compromise ar- 
| rangement and it was agreeable to 
| all sides. 

Miss Lee, represented in court by 
!I. Robert Broder, left for the Coast 
the 20th-Fox lot Friday (16) 
Sherman. 


and 
with 


Musicomedy Cops Out, 


Ment’! Nite Spots Face | 


Tough Police Regulations 





Montreal, April 20. 
As a sequel to the dismissal of 65 


| musicomedy - uniformed officers of 


the Quebec Liquor Commission, who 
had been keeping an eye on niteries 
to see that those licensed to sell beer 


and wines only were not dealing in | 
hard stuff, members of the regular | 
blue-coated force are cracking down | 
, on 


cabaret delinquents, the week’s 
score to date being five spots closed. 
Q.L.C. cops were dismissed as an 
economy measure. 

For some time past it has been the 
practice of nite spots having only a 


| beer and wine license to sell liquor 


on request. Lid is now to be clamped 
down. There were no raids, simply 
a formal announcement that the li- 
censes had been revoked. 

In addition, 


is being revived. Ten of the lesser 
nite-spot operators face 51 accusa- 
tions on this or similar charges and 
come up for trial today (Tuesday ). 


Dixieland Jazzers 


At Par, N. Y., May 5. 


Dixieland 
added 


Jazz Band (5) 
to Xavier Cugat's 
New York. 


second time 


will be 


an starter 
at the Paramount, 
May 5. This'll be the 
the Par deluxer is booking a novelty 


musical crew as an added attraction 


; to its regular name band pit policy. 


Mary Small is also a feature 
First time was the spotting of the 


Riley-Farley swing crew with the 
Casa Loma band, when the ‘Music 
Goes 'Round’ tune was at its height 

Dixieland crew, only recently 
brought together again, has been 
booked by Billy Rose for the Ft. 
Worth Frontier Days Celebration. 


Opens there June 27, for six weeks 
with options. 


the long-unenforced | 
| law that dancing on Sundays is out | 











Mary Tells ’Em Off 


Memphis, April 20. 


Mary McCormic, last heard 


in Memphis with the San Carlo 
Opera Co. last season, came to 
town Thursday (15) for ‘a 
weeks engagement at the Or- 
pheum Said Miss McCormic: 

‘I wish you'd tell these people 
that I'm not singing four shows 
a day because my voice has 


slipped. They're trying to bring 
back good shows and the people 
sit there like skeptical 
and won't believe it If you 
gave them a $5 gold piece for 
$3 they'd bite it. I'm still sing- 
ing opera, but the opera season 
only lasts a few weeks a year. 
I've got to make some money.’ 


RADIO SPONSOR 
FOR AFA SHOW 
LOOKS COLD 


boobs 











next | 


ils asso- 


Negotiations for commercial spon- 
| Sorship of a radio broadcast of its 
| annual benefit having fallen through, 
| American Federation of Actors’ show 
at the Metropolitan Opera 
N. Y., Sunday night (25) will 
| go on the air. AFA couldn't find a 
| commercial interested enough. 
Scaled at $1 to $10, 
House can gross around $17,000 for 
| the AFA. Ticket sale thus far, how- 
| ever, has been only fair. 





‘BUM’S FIGHT NIGHT 
| IDEA GOES HAYWIRE 
| 


Philadelphia, April 20. 
Idea of boxing bouts one night a 
| week to put new life into Benny the 
| Bum’s joint here was kayoed by 
| State Athletic Commission last week. 
|; Commish ruled no fisties in any place 
where liquor sold, 

The Bum is now searching around 
| for other means to pep lagging biz. 
Spot has recently been tottering 
| under burden of nut. 


| 
‘Mitzi Green to Double 


| into Nitery Frem ‘Babes’ 
| 








Mitzi Green reopens at the Ver- 
sailles, N. Y.. next week, a 
return. She'll double from 
in Arms,’ a musical at the Shubert, 
N. Y. 

Ex-kid star, now 16, also has an 
| RKO film contract, which she re- 
| sumes when the Rodgers and Hart 
musical closes, 


—Chi’s Cocoanut Grove 


Chicago, April 20. 
Cocoanut Grove, one of the 
swanky suburban niteries, has been 
purchased by Ben Linhoff, owner of 
Bali Bali Club, who plans to get 
busy immediately on setting things 
up for an opening within 30° days 
using top-notch bands and name tal- 

ent. 
Club, located 


on Dempster road 


just outside of Chicago, was formerly | 


owned by Ralph Gallette, but neve: 
really got started as Gallettte was 
killed in an automobile accident dur- 
| ing its construction. Since then it 
has had a checkered career of open- 
ings and closings. 


Single Miss America 


Pittsburgh, April 20. 


Rose Veronica Coyle, Philly girl 
who was named ‘Miss America’ at 
Atlantic City beauty pageant last 
September, is back in the nitery 


ring. but doing a single this time. 
She opened here Saturday (17) 
Plaza Cafe. Last time on a floor, 
at Chez Paree in Chi, she was sur- 


rounded by six other prize beauties 
Gal was recently tested by both 
20ih-Fox and Warners. She goes 


from here to the Roxy theatre. 


Néw, 
York. 


Legislature Expected to Act After 
Expose of Philly Agency Tactics 


House, | 
not | 


Metopera 


quick 
‘Babes 


Purchased by Linhoff | 


at | 


51 


= | 


VARIETY 


Philadelphia, April] 20. 

book- 
Philly 
will prob- 
regulatory 


Campaign against chiseling 
ing 


quirer during past 
ably result 


agents conducted by In- 


week 
in strong 


measures being end 


before 
Ge 


articles 


enacted 
of present legislative sess 
E. Reedy, five 
based on info supplied by Vie Girard, 
local agent of Pennsy Department of 


on orge 


in series ofl 


Labor and Industry, uncovered to 
general public the sharp practices 
by avents 

Series gave decided spurt to Me- 
Gee-Walsh bill, now in committee, 


enactment of which Tom Kelly, prez 
of the United Entertainers Assn., 
been fighting for since legislature 
convened. Ralph M. Bashore, secre- 
tary of Department of Labor and In- 
dustry, has now signified support of 
measure, which should aid material- 


has 


ly in having it passed. The bill, 
which amends employment agency 
act of 1929, provides: 

l. Every agent must have an 


employment agency license costing 
$100, 

2. Out - of - town 
MCA—must obtain license 
before booking shows in 


like 
here 
Pennsy. 


agencies 


3. Every time an act is booked, 
contract must be signed in trip- 
| licate. One copy retained by agent, 
one by club operator and one by 
actor. Contract must state how 
| many performances a day required, 
salary, expenses and any other 

| facts relating to engagement. 


4. Agents’ fee shall be 10%, no 
more, 
| Kelly would like to add to bill 
stipulation that booker must have 
regular place of business. Idea is to 
| Outlaw irresponsible corner loung- 
|ers who go into agenting biz as 


| easy-money sideline. 


| Principal difficulty with present 


| licensing law is loophole it leaves 
by definition of ‘contractor.’ Con- 
tractors do not need licenses. Ac- 


cording to legal interpretation, con- 
tractor is one who hires acts for his 
;}own use. Agents who didn't want to 


get licenses therefore claimed that 
acts for which they secured dates 
were their own property and that 


in marketing such talent they were 

in exactly the same posish as con- 
| tractor who builds a house for his 
clients, purchasing all materials him- 
| self and charging a sum sufficient to 
| guarantee him a profit. 

PhiHy’s 90 or so agents are divided 
| into two camps by the proposed 
| legislation. On one side is the Con- 

tractors’ Assn., with 25 members, 
/and on the other a group trying to 
form a new organization of licensed 
| bookers. There are about 20 in the 
| latter bunch now. Remainder of the 
‘agents are of the ‘office-in-your-hat’ 
| variety. 


INDICT EDGAR ALLEN 
FOR GRAND LARCENY 


Edgar Allen, once one of the lead- 
ing vaudeville bookers and agents in 
| the east, was indicted Monday (19) 
| by the New York Grand Jury on a 
of grand larceny. Charge 
was originally brought against him 
| by the Society for Prevention of 
| Crime, which alleged that Allen had 
| mulcted $300 from a discharged N. Y. 
policeman on the promise of getting 
| him back on the force. 
| - One of the witnesses against Allen 
‘before the Grand Jury was Mayor 
F. H. LaGuardia of New York. Al- 
len had told the patrolman that he 
was a personal friend of the Mayor's; 
LaGuardia is reported to have de- 
nied this. 
Allen will come up for pleading in 
Genera! N. Y., tomorrow 
(Thursday), with trial date then set, 


_ charge 


Sessions, 


New Penn Nitery to CRA 


Stan Zucker, Cleveland rep for 
CRA, has signed New Penn, new 


nitery outside Pittsburgh, for exclu- 
sive use of CRA bands during sum- 
mer. Spot, owned by Louis Pas- 
cerelli, can accommodate 1,500 peo- 
ple. 

| Wedge band is Clyde McCey’'s, 
| going in May 15 for two weeks. 
|, Reggie Childs follows for three 
weeks, opening on May 27. Johnny 
Hamp, Don Bestor, Jack Denny and 
Barney Rapp also slated for stand, 
| which. has.a KDKA_ wire, feeding 


NBC blue net. 


| 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


For no very logical reason the 
Radio City Music Hall builds a unit 
around an act this week, rather than 
fitting an act into its routine as usual. 
Result is not too hot. 

Duval is the act. He is a fair-to- 
middling magician, whose specialty 
is slit and tube work, and he m.c.’s 
the entire production this week, 
which, appropriately enough, is 
tabbed ‘Magic.’ 

Opening the show with a couple of 
minor magi maneuvers, he produces 
some silk scarfs which lead directly 
into the number of the ballet, a 
Loie Fuller affair. It’s none too well 
done and is very much outmoded, 
anyway. When Miss Fuller played 
with scarfs and lights there was a 
1eason for it—she was blazing trails. 
There is no reason for it today. 

Bird-cage effect means the Glee 
Club in just that, a mammoth cage. 

Rockettes finish off and provide 
the only real entertainment in the 
show. Dressed in really outstanding 
costumes as rabbits (they are pro- 
duced out of hats as a follow-up to 
Duval taking a mighty suspicious- 
looking rabbit out of a hat) they do 
one of their top-notch precision rou- 
tines to wind up the show with a 
real sock. 

Duval is not a bad stage magician. 
He is fine to close shows in an ordi- 
nary vaude house. Whether he’s 
good enough to appear in a really 
Grade A house like the Music Hall is 
a question. But, whether or not the 


Hall should build a show around 
him, there is no doubt. It simply 
doesn’t rate. 

Picture is ‘The Woman I Love’ 


(RKO); Dick Leibert at the organ; 
Erno Rapee waving the stick for a 


Wagner overture; Nat Karson re- 
sponsible for the A-1 sets; Russell 
Markert, the stager. Kaif. 





FOX, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 17. 

Fox has a generally well-balanced 
and diverting stage show this week, 
which was well received by the thea- 
tre’s rather ‘choicy’ clientele. Pic is 
‘Internes Can’t Take Money’ (Par). 

Arnold Johnson and his ork are 
headliners, and they make a very good 
impression here, where they have not 
previously been as well known as 
some of the other leading orks. Click 
strongly with ‘Stompin’ at the Sa- 
voy,’ in a swing arrangement of 
Sousa marches and source of war- 
fare between Fred Allen and Jack 
Benny, the now famous ‘Bee,’ also 
played in swing time. 

First of the specialists to appear is 
Dolly Gilbert, a sinuous and grace- 
ful tapper, whose toe tapping is es- 

ecially notable. Blonde is easy to 
ook at and clever besides. 

The Dixie Debs, a trio of neat 
femme singers, render ‘This Is My 
Last Affair’ in tip-top style, and then 
another trio of gals, the Three Swing 
Girls, warble ‘Everybody Loves My 
Baby.’ However, it’s when the six 
girls combine to sing ‘Little Old 
Lady’ that they really ring the bell. 
The audience went for this sextet 
number in a big way and wanted 
more. They got it at the finale, when 
the sing girls carried the vocal part 
of the ork’s ‘swing’ version of Sousa. 

Ted Nezza does some eccentric 
dancing that’s distinctly above aver- 
age, especially in his drunk imper- 
sonations. His tapping to the tune 
of ‘Dinah’ also tickled the mob out 
front. 

Only other specialty is Adrian, 
who does a graceful and well-rou- 
tined acrobatic dance. 

Feature of the show is that every- 
thing is nicely trimmed and bal- 
anced, with no dull spots, and speed 
and variety the keynotes. 

The overture, conducted by the 
able Jeno Donath, is ‘Russian Fan- 
tasy,’ very well performed. 

Waters. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, April 16. 
Remarkable is the way the new 
line of girls at this house are work- 
ing after being together only two 
weeks, and a lot of credit should be 
given to Mrs. Charles Niggenmeyer 


for the way she has whipped them 
into shape. Original State-Lake 
Sweethearts who departed two 


weeks ago were considered the out- 
standing theatre line in the midwest 
both from the standpoint of appear- 
ance and performance, and probably 
accounted for a certain percentage 
of the theatre’s clientele. The new 
line. while it hasn’t the class the 
original had, works together well 
already, and will, in time, rival the 
other. 

Five acts make up a rather medio- 
cre bill this week, with Sue Ryan 
anJ Don Ricardo headlining, but the 
honors going to Summers and Hunt, 
long a standard act, and one which 
knows its business. More, their 
timing is that which comes only to 
capable performers after much 
work. Yet with everything they 
have to offer as far as talent is con- 
cerned, they do an act in which ma- 
terial is so old the first biack-face 
minstrel could claim it was lifted 
from him: and thrown in are a 
couple of deep blue gags. 

Sue Ryan does a turn of comedy 
su. %; one French number; one, an 
im orsonalism on torch singers; and 
fin’ ‘cs up with two versions of 
*A’ ---nder’s Ragtime Band.’ She 
wks hard. Maybe a hit too hard. 

Other headliner, Don Ricardo, who 


balances balls, comes under a rather 
odd classification, inasmuch as his 
tricks are all right, but he seem- 
ingly knows little about selling them. 
Fails to time them at all, is awkward 
in his movements, and there is every 
evidence that performing is merely 
a job to him. 

Too bad about Carl Shaw. He once | 
aid a great dancing act, but now he’s 


‘Carl Shaw and Co.,’ and ‘the Co. 
spoils the whole thing. Shaw still 
does some dancing, and_= saves 


things: even proves he'd be a knock- 
out if he went back to straight com- 





edy dancing, but the chatter and bits 
thrown out by the extra man and 
woman are of extraordinarily flop- 
peroo stuff. 

Bill opens with Falls, Reading and 

Royce, two men and a girl; good! 
hoofing turn after it pulls out of the | 
none-too-funny and slow start. Some | 
nice stuff here individually and col- | 
lectively, but needs a change in the 
opening. 
Show includes two routines done 
by well-costumed line, and feature is 
‘Criminal Lawyer’ (Par), with busi- 
ness almost capacity at Fridav early 
evening show. Loop. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, April 16. 

Current bill with Borrah Mine- 
vitch’s Harmonica Rascals, sans 
Minevitch, as headliner packed them 
opening day. But if biz holds up it 
will be because of this troupe alone. 
Wisdom of house in putting all its 
coin on one act can only be judged 
by the final figures. The other three 
acts are substantially below average 
for this spot. It’s a pretty dull 30 
minutes until the Minevitch crew get 
into the melange. Tower audience 
expects three or four acts that put 
out on a par with each other. They’re 
not at all fussy about ‘em being tops 
but they do expect ’em to be stand- 
ard fare. 

Show opener is a weakie with the 
line and Lester Harding trying 
vainly to put over a garden opus. 
Gals are packing flower trellises and 
one of the girls fronts with a toe 
specialty. In view of the tame ma- 
terial that follows the gals could 
have better opened with their hotcha 
top hat number which they are seen 
in later. 

For some reason Texas Tommy 
and his pony gets an overboard 
build up by Ted Cook, mc. The 
build is certainly needed but not 
rated. They bow out quietly. Win- 
ston and Lolette are mild in their 
tap routine. Artie Lewis and Peggy 
Ames find the house yawning and 
leave them the same way. Their pat- 
ter material needs plenty and imme- 
diate attention. Lewis closes the turn 
begging for laughs but it’s still no go. 

That the hand-setters could be had 
is proved by the Harmonica Rascals. 
Al Furbish, in the absence of Mine- 
vitch, directs. He doesn’t attempt to 
ape hi§ boss’ style but takes it 
straight. The laughs, and plenty of 
them, come from Johnny Pulao’s 
pantomime. When Pulao isn’t biting 
his mates’ legs or being shoved about 
the boys puff some first-rate har- 
monica ditties. Negro lad getting the 
one solo slot. Absent from their 
repertoire this trip is “Tiger Rag,’ 
but not so their other standby ‘Bo- 
lero,’ whieh is featured. Feature pic 
is ‘When Love Is Young’ (U). 

Hoyt. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, April 16. 

Somewhat different type of setup 
at Hipp this week makes for inter- 
esting change and going over okay 
with stub holders. Booking in Mr. 
and Mrs. Jesse Crawford in an 18- 
minute session of organ music had 
house a bit puzzled as to how to spot 
turn on vaude layout. Solved mat- 
ters nicely, however, by using turn 
as an overture spot, followed by 
newsreel and _ balance of _ acts. 
Played all right, four added acts con- 
suming another 38 minutes. 

Crawfords, using two electric or- 
gans amplified by six loud speakers 
banked directly in back of consoles, 
mix up their numbers in skillful va- 
riety including ample _ rhythmic 
selections to please audience of 
average taste. Announcements of 
each number by Crawford handled 
in personable and polished manner. 

Vaude portion of doings made up 
of four acts including Powell and 
Nedra, Kirk and Lawrence, Ross 
Wyse, Jr., and Saul Grauman and 
company, in order named. 

Powell and Nedra, sand artists, 
still an interesting turn especially to 
the younger element to whom this 
type of act is new. Makes for a 
pleasing and rather flashy entree. 
Kirk and Lawrence on No. 2 score 
ample laughs with their manipula- 
tion of dummy horses strapped to 
their middles, keeping up pace in 
nice style. 

Ross Wyse, Jr., in good spot here 
for his rather strenuous clowning 
and dancing, very capably assisted 
by unbilled femme _  constrastingly 
tall and thin and an excellent foil. 
Act has lots of punch and customers 
liked it. 

Good novelty, Saul Grauman, and 
his musical ‘Stairatone,’ closes pro- 
ceedings, company of four femmes 
and Grauman putting over a flashy 
hoofing setto climaxed by the music 
producing tapping on the stairs. 
Made for swell chaser to a pleasing 
bill. Picture is ‘Woman I Love’ 





LOEW’S STATE, N. Y. 


This is Horace Heidt’s first appear- 
ance on a Broadway vaude stage in 
several years. Also, it’s his most 
auspicious showing to date. With 
a crackerjack combination of sock 
specialties, musicians and a _ glee 
club, Heidt now is presenting one of 
the best band-acts around today. 


Troupe and band moved to the 
State practically intact from the 
Biltmore hotel, the roadshow’s last 
nitery appearance. With the ex- 
ception of hoofer, Burton Pierce, 
this is also the same unit broadcast- 
ing for Alemite over WABC, Monday 
nights. That's something of a test 
of versatility, a combination that’s 
fitting for niteries (the big spots 
only, of course), radio and now 
whammo on a stage. 


Band and seven-man glee club are 


grouped on the State’s stage much | 


like a minstrel first part. Scenery 
is Heidt’s own; light blue drapes 
which accentuate the colorful, red 
pea-jacketed getups of the bands- 
men. 

Unit is class from start to finish, 
paced extremely well and with unc- 
tious intimacies by Heidt. He goes 
into the backgrounds of most of the 
specialties, most times seriously, and 
this play for sympathy is his only 
stage mistake. His heart-throb intro 
of Burton Pierce, as an example, is 
out of order for a kid who can de- 
liver so well on the hoof. He takes 
credit for discovering lad by giving 
him a major break in Chicago. That 
may be true, but the sympathy 
buildup must sound very phoney to 
those who saw Pierce at the Para- 
mount on Broadway a few months 
ago. 

Aside from the specialties, Heidt’s 
most important improvement is in 
his new musicians. Addition of Al- 
vino Rey, steel. guitarist, is one; he 
solos with ‘Star Dust’ and ‘St. Louis 
Blues’ and his applause’ topped 
everything that went before or after 
in an applause-filled show. Bernie 
Mattinson, drummer, is_ another; 
also the Three Trumpeteers, who 
can swing the pops and triple-tongue 
the classics. For the blowoff of the 
unit, Heidt explains how, for five 
years, he has been rebuilding his 
act to fit radio. requirements. His 
chronicle anent the recruiting of 
new musicians and specialties would 
ordinarily be dangerous, but Heidt 
turns it into a swell novelty finale. 


Of the three trumpeters, Jerry 
Bowne doubles in brass as the unit’s 
comic and idea man. Judging from 
one of the specials credited to him, 
‘The Green Grass Grew All Around,’ 
delivered by the choral group, he’s 
as okay in this department as in the 
hoking and instrumentalizing. An- 
other comic in the show is Dick 
Morgan, one of the musicians, whose 
femme characters draw swell re- 
sponse, notably the Helen Morgan 
takeoff. 

On the singing end, besides the 
glee club, are Larry Cotton, tenor; 
Bob McCoy, bass; Charles Goodman, 
tenor; the King Sisters (4), who 
hoke their harmonies, with Yvonne 
also soloing excellently, and Lys- 
beth Hughes, harpist with a classi- 
cal soprano. Each and all are socks 
in their different sessions. 

Unit's only terpsing is delivered 
by Pierce. He’s of the Astaire school 
of dancing, though not formally an- 
nouncing himself as an imitator, and 
worked hard and well in three rou- 
tines at the show caught. His hoof- 
ology is much too strenuous to be 
piled on so much in one spot; two 
routines would have been plenty, 
especially when they are of such 
similar type. 

Of Heidt’s novelty. arrangements, 
the outstander is the toy instrument 
orchestration, with everybody in 
the company taking part. There’s 
also ‘I Love a Parade,’ with Heidt 
doing his usual baton-twirling. 

Screen fare at the State current 
with Heidt is ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
(Metro) and that’s plenty class on 
both ends of the combo. Biz good. 


Scho. 


MET, BOSTON 


Boston, April 15. 
An adequate stage offering feat- 
ures Roger Pryor and band here this 
week. As a band act it’s better than 
average, because the band itself is 
not overworked as a feature. 


Pryor is an excellent m.c., doesn’t 
hog the spot, and, pardonably, gives 
himself an inning on the solo trom- 
bone. With him is a good assortment 
of acts that holds the pace most of 
the way. 

Prefacing the band unit is a col- 
legiate line number, well costumed 
and lighted, featuring a rather long 
sequence on dark stage, wherein the 
gals light up their faces individually 
and in groups with lights concealed 
in megaphones. John and Edna Tor- 
rence, stylized dance duo, register 
well in the opening number. 


Paul Sydell and two balancing 
dogs deuce. A clean-cut act, work- 
ing dumb, timed to just about the 
right length. Sydell takes each dog 
singly and puts him through an in- 
teresting routine of hand stands, 
flips, and comedy posturings. The 
score did not seem timed right with 
the various tricks, as a result the 
ork finales came as anti-climaxes in 
several spots. Otherwise a top-flight 
act in this line. 

Fi «vest sock in the Pryor section 
is the California Varsity Eighi. male 





(RKO), Burm, 


octet, in white military costumes 


| ceedings. 


| Hodgeson 


with red satin-lined capes. Rightly 
placed in the next-to-close. Costum- 
ing a surprise after introduction that 
intimates they might appear in some 
collegiate dress; but it blends beau- 
tifully with their opening and clos- 
ing numbers: ‘Desert Song’ medley 
and ‘Ranger Song’ from ‘Rio Rita.’ 
A college medley is the midway of- 
fering. Voices harmonize handsome- 
ly and the boys are not stingy with 
heroic gestures which heighten the 
effect and look okay in the at- 
mosphere created by the musical 
comedy ouffits. 


Edna Sedgwick whams with a solo 
tap-bolero, half-way in the band 
unit. On the basis of taps alone, 
Miss Sedgwick would stand out; but 
| through costumes and lighting she 
| adds such a generous dash of show- 
|manship that she emerges a high- 
|light of the entire show. Appears 
'in more conventional taps twice 
again during the show, but every- 





thing pales in comparison with the | 


bolero biz. 

Howard Nichols, hoop juggler, is 
another happy touch to the pro- 
In his juggling finish he 
gets 11 hoops spinning: four on legs, 
one on neck, and six on arms. An- 
other pip is balancing on his head a 
large hoop through and over which 
he juggles five little ones. 

Ames and Arno live up to their 
billing, “‘fwo Social Errors.’ What 





centric adagio soon deteriorates into 
a series of falls and mouldy gags. 

Opening show ran about 75 min- 
utes and presumably it will be 
trimmed of such things as ‘hits of 
yesterday’ medley by the band. 
Comedy trumpet-vocal bit by Red 
from the band could be 
shortened a trifle, although it was 
enthusiastically received at the ini- 
tial show. 


Colorful, eye-filling sets that 
framed the unit deserve. special 
mention (Hjalmar Hermanson). 


On the screen: ‘Internes 
Take Money’ (Par). 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 16. 

Earle this week presents on its 
stage another of name bands that 
have been’ box-officing pleasant 
grosses for house in past few weeks. 
It’s Jan Garber this time, with a 
very smooth band, a bagful of fun, 
and a fairly strong variety show 
which is bolstered by solo vocal 
work of several of the bandsters. 
Pic is ‘When Love Is Young’ (U). 
Biz okay, though not near up to 
what Cab Calloway and Ted Lewis 
drew at openings at this house in 
past two weeks. 

Garber is one of few band 
leaders who kids throughout the 
show, turning to daffy bits of biz- 
ness to pull laughs. Idea is good, 
giving whole show aura of informal- 
ity that adds to customer fun, but 
seems unfair to good performer try- 
ing to sing, as when Garber pulls up 
the leg of chirper’s trousers and 
starts biting his calf. Otherwise 
general nuthouse is all clean, harm- 
less fun, such as Garber ballroom- 
ing with one of his male Singers and 
cracking others with his baton as 
they leave bandstand to reach mike. 


Crew is beautifully set and nicely 
lighted, 100% improvement over 
Earle stage of couple months ago. 
Orch is 10-piece affair plus double 
piano. Singers, Tony Allen and Rus- 
sel Brown, occupy stand with it, giv- 
ing impression of greater quantity. 
Garber opens show with gag of giv- 
ing conductor of house band box of 
cigars and bars of chocolate, telling 
him he can rest of a while. Stunt 
seems rather pointless and falls flat. 


Act which gets strongest palm pat- 
ter and justly occupies finale spot is 
Three Ryan Bros., goofy clowning 
combo with tendency to emulate the 
Ritzes. Even closer emulation might 
improve their performance, which is, 
however, good. They open with 
rhythm tapping that soon turns to 
rough house as they fall all over 
each other. 


Encore stuff of poetry recitations 
is much funnier. Some lines pretty 
shady, but humorous enough to be 
okay. 

Roberta Sherwood, torch artist, 
gets a very solid reception. She 
| doesn’t rank tops when it comes to 
voice, by any means, but she’s at- 
tractive, has a swell personality, pep 
and a unique manner of putting over 
her numbers that more than com- 
pensates for vocal shortcomings. 

Ballroom team of Frankie Craw- 
ford and Joe Caskey does usual rou- 
tine with a few unusual acrobatic 
additions, value of which is ques- 
tionable. Boy and gal nice looking 
and smooth, and know terpsichorean 
onions. Treated very nicely by aud. 

Russel Brown does ‘Moonlight and 
Shadows’ vocal that is swell. He has 
nice voice for pop tunes and pleasing 
manner. Tony Allen, one of Fred 
Allen’s amateur’ prodigies, does 
‘Laugh, Clown, Laugh’ in usual deep 
basso. Has extra good pipes, but 


Can't 
Fox. 





type warbler. Same also partially 
true about his next tune, ‘Night and 
Day.’ 

Lew Palmer, Fritz Heilbron and 
Rudy Ridisal, orch members, all do 
Dleasing vocal solos. Heilbron and 
Ridisal, pianist, also do some comedy 
routine featuring Ridisal’s shiny 
pate, which is good for laughs. 

Herb. 








would be a medium-good turn of ec- | 


this number done to death by this! 





——— 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


The Broadway Par glorifies the 
great American trumpet: on both 
stage and screen this week. Fred 
MacMurray’s horn-tooting’ is the ful- 
crum of ‘Swing High, Swing Loy,.’ 
and Louis Armstrong, frankly billed 
as ‘the trumpet king of swing,’ has 
for his stage crest, decorating the 
bandstand pedestals, a crown over a 
glittery cornet. 


The Par apparently tried for some 
change of pace by making Don Ba- 
ker’s organolog a strictly three- 
quarter tempo, with his parade of 
waltzes, but it ended there, because 
Armstrong is otherwise in the same 
groove—get off swingo and a caval- 
cade of excellent Harlem specialists 
who sing and dance and then do 
more s. and d. Runs a solid hour in 
toto and that’s plenty of stage show. 
Sonny Woods, Bobby Caston, Two 
Zephyrs, Alma Turner, Gordon and 
Rogers, George McClellon and Billy 


Adams are the specialists. In be- 
tween Armstrong. shatters high- 
something above  high-Onyx—but 


after a time it becomes tiresome a 
bit. 

It’s good 52d Street: an idyll for 
the Hickory House and Onyx Club 
cats; the penultimate in jam to the 
wacky school of swingology, but 
within the saner confines of a picture 
house it requires adulteration. Just 
because Sonny Woods _ top-tenors 
ballads is not enough contrast. 

Armstrong can readily solve it 
himself, as a matter of fact. by skip- 


ping ‘Skeleton in the Closet’ or 
‘I Hope Gabriel Likes My Music.’ 
and hark back to the _ sweet-hot 


and familiar stuff such as ‘Ain’t Mis- 
behavin’ and ‘I Can’t Give You Any- 
thing But Love, Baby,’ which mace 
him famous on the disks. The answer 
was that when he recoursed to the 
surefire ‘St. Louis Blues,” with his 
own Armstrongesque yariations, of 
course, it went for big returns. 


A nice note for stage presentation 
purpose is Armstrong’s use of the 
steel guitar to refine the jam. The 
trombone as played sweet in spois 
also registers and that six-man brass 
section stands up and out throughout 
the proceedings. But what the ultra- 
modern maestros seem to forget is 
that a little corn goes a long way, 
along with the jam. It doesn’t mean 
that a stylized hot band like Arm- 
strong’s need go salon; but it’s one 
thing when the kiddies are quaking 
the dance floor, or quivering with 
the tempos while clutching a tall 
glass in one hand, and it’s some- 
thing else when the stage presenta- 
tion is merely the hors d’ouvres to 
the film entertainment. 


Running time, even on the last 
show of the second day (Thurs.) was 
way behind. Plenty of room for cut- 
ting. Only a newsreel and the obvi- 
ously curtailed organlog round it 
out. 


Holding over as the nite time 
lounge Steinwayist is Teri Josefovits 
with his ultra pianology. Frankie 
Judnick plays the accordion for the 
lobby interludes from noon to 12:30. 
All of which combines into bargain 
values, and it’s really a two-for-one 
show, excepting that when it runs 
overboard there’s such things as 
overdoing a good proposition. 


bel. 
ST. LOUIS, ST. L. 
St. Louis, April 16. 


Current stage shows at Fanchon 
& Marco’s midtown St. Louis is last 
one and curtain will be rung down 
for an indefinite period Thursday 
(22). Return of good times hasn't 
been reflected at b.o. and outdoor 
competish coming with warm 
weather caused management to an- 
nounce closing after going since last 
Sept. 4. 


As a parting gesture the Roxyettes 
cop the biggest hand since they have 
been in action here and this comes 
fittingly at close of show when 14 
of gals do an extremely intricate bike 
routine. 

Bill, a bit below par, as compared 
with recent ones, opens with Bobbe 
Tomson, one of line, coming through 
curtains to warble ‘Panamania’ as 
Vivian Ryan and Betty Lewis, other 
chorines, do a dance bit with bal- 
ance of gals behind the venetian 
blind. Wearing gold-trimmed black 
velvet gowns and red berets then do 
a Spanish dance routine. 

Johnny Perkins, ending his 14th 
week as m.c., comes on and gags 
with gals a bit before he introduces 
Mike Ballero, youthful imitator, who 
wins an encore with takeoffs of Ned 
Sparks, William C. Fields and Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, latter effort going 
over big. Lee Paul, card manipula- 
tor, scores and also is brought back 
for more of his fast tricks with two 
—— out of audience for a omedy 

it. 

Roxyettes, in pinafores, come back 
for a novelty routine, each gal sil- 
ting on apron with toy pianos from 
which they beat melody. winding up 
by warbling ‘Piano Lesson’ in ac- 
ceptable style. 


Jack Prince, former am, in his 
sixth week as featured songster. 
pipes ‘Serenade in the Night’ and 


‘Darktown Strutter’s Ball,’ but more 
modern songs would serve him bet- 
ter. Customers are sold on 19-year- 
old Louisiana lad and give him a 
hand. Three Lighting Flashes an- 
nounced by Perkins as late attrac- 
tion at Cotton Club, N. Y., do a 
dance routine, but one of colored 
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;; so hot, during a challenge bit, 
road ty distracts attention from his 
al. 
P Next 
cal act by 


slot is a 12-min novelty musi- 
Reynolds and beeper ce 
‘te does a trick bike turn and lots 
Wneomedy climaxed when flash 
powder exploded all over her trick 
neadgear. She gives customers 
their money’s worth by shedding 
clown makeund and returns for a 
yiolin solo with Reynolds. : 
Roxyettes do the bike routine next 


and as curtain closes Perkins stands 
4 “ - . © ~+ . . 
alone at edge of apron and sings a 


to customers with all 
lights fading until his last note when 
house goes into complete darkness 
for an unexpected close. Bill runs 
63 min. Screen offers ‘Her Husband 
Lies’ (Par), a long newsreel and 
shorts. Biz only fair. Sahu. 


farewell ditty 


ROXY, N. Y. 


That pat pattern the Roxy follows 
in its stage shows is well demon- 
crated by a bill consisting of a 
mimic, a group of comedy acrobats, 





| Everybody Happy?’ 
| most consistent draw this burg has 
| from 
| ‘coming attraction.’ 


and an adagio threesome. In the 
slightly wavering Gae Foster line 
these acts have a background. It all ; 


concludes in the usual ‘full company 
on stage’ finale, with lights out, so 


that the chorines can wave phos- 
phorized flags in the dark. 
Mimic is Paul Regan. He doe: 


radio people, including F. D. R. and 
film stars. All rather well, although 
the imagination has to be elastic for 
a couple of them. Youngish, works 
in tails, speaks up and can be heard 
all over house. He’s an able trouper, 
and the Roxy fancied him. 

Kay, Katya and Kay give two sam- 
ples, one in acrobatic togs, other in 
ballroom elegance. Both routines 
strong. Qualify as a standard turn 
of its classification. 

Sock of the show, Four Kraddocks, 
are master showmen and master 
acrobats. They slap, kick, punch 
and prattfall each other for impor- 
tant laughs. Announced as 
models whipped together into a sing- 
ing group, the Jay Dennis girls, in 
satin gowns, hugged three micro- 
phones and gave off. Strictly so-so. 

Universal's ‘When Love Is Young’ 
(U), Pathe newsreel special on the 
Dionne kids, a Mickey Mouse and 
Eddie Paul’s pitmen were the other 
items that make up the bargain 
package. Land. 


SCALA, BERLIN 


Berlin, April 5. 
When Scala engaged Jushny and 
his ‘Blue Bird’ it undoubtedly 
thought it a good idea as he has had 
a rep around here since the early 
postwar days. But the Russian’s ma- 
terial has always fitted into intimate 


revues or night clubs and despite 
Jushny’s claim that his present 


show is a special vaude adaption, it 
just hasn’t the wherewithal to take 
up half the bill. As Berlin is strange- 
ly lacking this month in beer feasts, 
exhibitions and sundry what-nots 
with their accompanying rural rub- 
bernecks, theatres can only draw 
from the local gentry and the empty 
seats prove that the Scala menu is 
not relished. 

Niotna and partner, with their 
provincial hokum of pumping milk 
through the cow’s tail, and like 
bromides, don’t help much in getting 
things going. Frederick Sylvester 
and his three tumbling midgets 
finally work into a good finish when 
one of the latter standing on his head 
in the palm of Sylvester’s hand does 
a drum solo. Rodella Ruis and Artix, 

rst class cycle act follows. 

Carl Walter Popp offers a few 
political gags and from then on 
slows up the show as m.c. Conchi- 
4€na, whom program announced as 
a bewitching Spanish dancer, took 
an awful brodie nevertheless. It 


nae a tough spot to follow, but 
scorges Prentice with his puppet 


;/0W snapped things up a bit. Pren- 
uce is an American who's had Euro- 
pean bookings for three years now, 
this being his second at the Scala. 


+? » a 
hen _ Bolesko, small-time head- 
y Pac Isnt strong enough to hold 
‘Own this spot in an already shaky 


bill. The Long Sisters, billed as hav- 
Ing been stars on Broadway at the 
age of 17, click nicely with their ac- 
robatics, and are good to the eyes. 
Monroe Bros., American trampoline 
artists, in tramp makeup, carry off 


} irc . 

iG: Stunts with a neat humor. 

Mz ay Sax. ‘America’s Musical 
aniac is playing his first date in 


the Vaterland. A hot tap dance with 
bells thrown in while accompanying 
himself on the sax put him across 
at once. A song and dance, remi- 
“iscent of Ted Lewis, with top hat 
and clarinet, goes over big. 

canhany’s opening scene, the Cos- 
chor Choir, is okay. Effect of a large 
- yus is given by dummies in the 
ack row 
Pray In time to the music. Humorous 
a lat strange way that Slavs have, 
Sretens safe vaude. This and the 
In esate doll number which fol- 
F ved get responsive palm smacking. 
of toe next two numbers, in spite 
in sueiny drumming up enthusiasm 
On ace, the applause was milked. 


Li. ‘tanding number was based on 

“<S second Rhapsodie: characters 
“ressed as string instruments; painted 
on the drop. Set and costumes to- 
eer with Liszt's Magyar music 





an effective combo. 
vith Scala distributing cut-rate 
“Sets among the shops and depart- 
ie is clear that the 
i ay troupe is no ‘Blue Bird of 
““<Ppiness’ for vaude. 


Stores, it 


art | 


STANLEY, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, April 18, 

That full balcony and those first- 
floor standees at the Stanley for the 
first show Friday afternoon (16) cer- 
tainly weren't the result of ‘Soldier 
and Lady’ (RKO) on the screen. The 
magnet was Ted Lewis, with only a 
two-recler to support him. The ‘Is 
fellow is the 





ever encountered, money in the bank 
the moment he’s flashed 


as a 


Elsewhere on the road it’s pretty | 
much the same. So what? 
Lewis has permitted himself to be- 


come a bit too formal and stylized, 
the mob here, at any rate, doesn’t 
eem to mind the sameness and tha 

probably what’s persuading Lewis to 
coa along on what is by now 


trictly pattern. In last few yea 


been altered an ioia, 


his act hasn't 
even to the same gags, same intro- 
ductions, same key spots and the 


same finale. His showmanship chiefly 
offsets that. 

However, it’s a pity this be- 
cause he’s been generally identified 
as one of the shrewdest showmen in 
the business. Some of the lobby 
comments might have interested him. 


IS SO 


The act’s growing old gracefully in 
his service, at any rate, but things 
wouldn't be so noticeable if there 
were only a few new bits. Every- 
thing he does is accomplished with 
smart, showmanly precision, and 

a shame to see him being content 
with what he has already proven. 


Even a smattering of new tunes 
might provide some solace, although | 


‘St. Louis Blues,’ ‘Just Around the 
Corner’ and the other old standby 
seemingly are just as effective today 
as of yore. Cohen. 


MICHIGAN, DET. 


Detroit, April 16. 

Last-minute switch in top attrac- 
tion for current show, occasioned 
by inability of Mae Questel (Betty 
Boop) to appear due to illness, didn't 
seem to bring any bad effects. Frank 
Crumit and Julia Sanderson, booked 
to replace Miss Questel, fill the gap 


meritoriously and ran away with 
house at late show caught Friday 
evening (16). 

Pair. which has carved a long 


|niche on the air following big-time 
| vaude days, turn on a lot of s. a. in 


'their vocal efforts. Employ a wide | 
range of tunes, including amusing | 
ditties popular in former days. 


i trio’s appearance is good. 


S whose mechanical tongues | 


Spotted next to shut, act’s a cinch, | 
despite Miss Sanderson's’ over- 
vivaciousness. Merle Clark, house 
organist. who also performs the m.c. 
chores. moves on stage to accompany 
duo at piano. 

Also on the slate are Lathrop Bros. 
and Virginia Lee, who repeat former 


terp successes here; Owen McGive- 
ney, quick-change artist; Ray and 


Trent. acrobats, and Wells and the 
Four Fays, hoofers and acros. Show 
runs about 55 minutes. flows smooth 
enough. but isn’t as well balanced as 
it could be. 

Polished and smooth describe the 
Lathrops and Miss Lee. whove 
shown here before to sock advan- 
tage. If possible, current appearance | 
of trio is even’ more sockaroo. Tap | 
routines are perfectly timed, and 
Miss Lee’s 
solo tap is especially outstanding. 
Spotted trey, act gets off to hefty 
applause. 

McGiveney. whose quick-change 
Dickens sketch is familiar, alters the 
act to include spotlights to show how 
he manages to enact all the roles in 
his ‘Bill Sikes’ skit. Impresses audi- 
ence at first. but turn runs too long 
and talking is so garbled it’s hardly | 
understandable out front. Unforitu- 
nate. because act could bé very en- 
tertalning. 

Opening 


stanza is allotted Ray and 
Trent, long and short fellas, who 
offer wad of nifty balancing and 
acrobatic feats. Combine a little non- 
sense to add further zip, and re- 
warded with an encore. Wells and 
four Fays. plus a young gal member | 
of the family, shut program with a 
round of hoofing. acros, etc. Betty | 
Lou Fay. kid hoofer, isn’t a finished | 
product by any means, but her ear- | 
nestness grabs patrons’ aitention. 

Supplementing Eduard Werncr’s 
overture, featuring ‘blue’ melodies 
and ork’s violin section, is the Hen- 
rietta Schumann Trio. pianists, who 
render ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ effective- 
lv. Three femmes, clothed in white 
sowns, are seated at sparkling baby 
pra daised high above ork level 
on stage. 

Main floor filled at late show 
caught Friday evening (16). Flicker 
is ‘The Woman I Love’ (RKO f 
Pete. 


rner 


nds. 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


The current program is one of the 





best. Paramount opens the spring} 
season with a nice race track flash | 
honoring Herbert Bayard Swope 
chairman of the New York Racing 


Commission. 
The reels in 
odes to the season offer a number ol 
planted items, from bus riders to @ 
very amusing bit which shows a bear 
sporting with her tiny offspring 
the St. Louis zoo. It’sac 
kids and adults alike. 
House shows acumen in obliterat- | 
the distasteful foreign military | 


° é thate naltetata 
SiIngins wneir Ceimuioinu 
{ 


inch for the 


ing 


So while } ° 


| gram 


clips from its program. Couple of 
Mussolini displays on the bill but 
these are relatively mild as com- 
pared with some of those formerly 
exhibited. 

Mussolini got his usual boos, and 
even the spiel on the Wagner Labor 
Relations bill got a couple of raz- 
zoos, although substantial commen- 
dation as well. The offscreen narra- 





tor offers a bit of opinion of his own |} 
on the Wagner bill which is out of | 
place. On partisan matter, certainly, 
screen should retrain from comment. 

Oshawa CIO matter mentioned on 





the pi ‘am, and, altogether, the bill | 
Sa attractive and interesting 
one 

There dly can be any amuse- 
ment justification for that Universal 
olrering on the cnarms OI the adver- 
tising meth employed by a Fifth 
Avenue |] fume Clip trictly 

Pe ve nent on the pro m 
BE. 4% clip on the a )} n of 
Mad a 


Movietone’s Lew Lehr 
Dutch dialect over 
tling m 
same chimps 

Mrs Roosevelt 
mother, M 


r churns his 
a couple of bat- 
< Oupie O yal 
ho appear to be the 
another boxing clip. 
and the Pres 
Delano Ro 


nke VS W 
in 
dent’s 
sevelt 


y 


rs. Sara 


make their appearance on the screen 
at a girl scouts jubilee From 
France there a picturesque ofier- 
ing of that couniry’s famous black 
cavalry squadron in drill. Horse 
drill one of the finest en. Yacht- 
ing, racing, boxing and polo are 
among the sports ite shown and 
all okay. 

Royal personalities on the pro- 


include the King of 
H.R.H. Prince 
band. 


Among names in the news who are 


; Juliana and her hus- 


Italy and | 
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Unit Reviews 


BROADWAY NIGHTS 
(ORPHEUS, WINNIPEG) 
Winnipeg, April 19. 
This one of those East Meets 
West type of units that bob up every 


1S 


so often. Carries the Eastern touch 
;} into the general drapes, and chief 
selling point is the Chinese revuc 


part of the show. 


The flesh looks like the unloading 
of a musical comedy, with the whole 
Louie family (five girls and a boy) 
on for an openel and from there on 
everything is pretty generally mixed 
up, with east vying with the 
for tl next spot. 

Cerl Molliston comes up a cou 
of tir on the bill, h first as the 
Human Billiard Table Billed 
being a Ripleyite, he opens with 
usual Juggling stuff, a topper, a cane 
and the inevitable cigar. Finish 


rolling four billiard balls along hi 





back. He comes up again near the 
end as Corpora! Ezra Whittaker 
Mrs. Molliston, unit manager, works 


with him as his granddaughter. Sup- 
posed to be a 90-year-old Civil War 
vet, and that manner works in 
some gags that haven't been heard 
for some time, anyway. Finishe 
with a comedy qaance. 
Best part of unit i 
family, though. -Gang 
singing trio, acro dance! 
as well as some run-of-the-mill tap- 
ping. First on is the gals trio. They 
tear off ‘College Rhythm’ in a man- 
ner that rates several bows. Bubbles, 


my 
aaa 


the Li 
boast cle 


and torcher, 


ule 
Vel 


|a juve, does a Soph Tucker imita- 


shown are Leon Trotzky and Gov. 
Hoffman, of New Jersey, latter 
shown signing the Lindbergh baby | 


kidnaping reward measure. Shan. 


DENHAM, DENVER 


Denver, April 17. 


‘Centennial Revue’ runs a full 
hour, and is fast most of the time. 
No waiting for an emcee to do his 


| wisecracking, but one act follows fast 
on 


another, and the finale is one 
that seems part of the show and not 
just a pantomime to get a little ap- 
plause, but built to entertain as the 
rest of the show. 


Plenty of dancing, clever and well- | 


costumed routines. Opens in an air- 
port with line of 22 girls in gay vari- 


colored costumes of split skirts and | 
blouses. Sidni Del Dees sings and 
Emerson Frome taps as part of the 
opening routine, as line continues to 


dance. 


The Claires do a fast juggling act, 


and it gets over. Femme places a 
saucer, cup and spoon on her head 
in the order and one in the other, 
one at a time, flipping them from 


her feet. 

Paul Jordan sings ‘Smoke Dreams’ 
as line in Indian dress dances, and 
Verna Delloch and Michael White do 
specialty dances. 

Joe and Eddie Dayton, comics, give 
a sock act that registers. Koylea and 
Bertie do the conventional ballroom 
team stint, Sydni Del Dees sings— 


| and she would be better if she would 


stay from behind the mike—it does 
things to her voice; Emerson Frome 


does a soft shoe novelty; and the 
Parade of the Courtesans comes 
down a stair. Haif a dozen courte- 


| sans in colorful costumes, preceding 


the Cavalcade of Nudes. Not con- 
tent with having one, as most stage- 
shows. this has four in this parade 
alone. Their dances, successively, are 
the apple, fan. sleeve and bat. 

Fitz Cahill, comedi- 


dancing 


and 


tion later in the bill, while the trio 
later appear in a fast tap routine. 
Tops of this family group is Yit Moy, 
acrobatic dancer. Aided by smart 
costuming, gal takes with cutomers. 
Besides opening the show, Louie 
family closes it, with the mother of 
the flock being introduced. 

Excello Bros., in the three spot, 
are a couple of lads using the high 
pole stuff to good advantage. 

Herb Camp, billed as the Rubinoff 
of the Ghetto, is a violinist in fancy 
get-up who sells with his tricks, his 
fiddle playing not rating any particu- 
lar bows. 

Harry Dunn, tenor threat of the 
unit, is introed as having appeared 
with several outstanding VU. S. dance 
bands, but they don’t say for how 
long. His two main faults are the 
inability to sing and parking in the 
wings where all can see him, asking 


| for encores. 





Tim Shean, billed as the chap who 


|wrote Wayne King’s waltz theme, 
handles the band assignment in a 
capable manner. Band fives out 
|‘St. Louis Blues,’ the King waltz 
itheme, and for a fast close with 
‘Canadian Capers.’ During waltz 


number the band backs him up with 
a good imitation of the King band. 
Show caught was second on a rainy 
evening, with the house rating only 
fair. Cham. 


Look and Life Vanities 


(ORPHEUM, OMAHA) 
Omaha, April 20. 
If ever a flesh unit 
two seasons approached a 
bill this one is it. Handling of acts 
and band all done on stage without 


benefit of pit crew, and winds up as | 


slightly-masked vaude program. B&K 


put together this one now on its 
third date from which skedded to 
route to Chi. 

That it’s better than others here 


past few months would say little for 
the gang, but that unit is a eonsid- 


| erable uppage, notwithstanding plen- 


ans, offer a distinct departure in a 
dancing number, sort of a twin act, } 
and both of them can shake their 
feet plenty fast. 

And here the show is rudely in- 


terrupted to toss in Charlotte Henry 
and Pat O'Malley, from Hollywood, 


imporied for just the Denver appear- 
ance. They're not needed in the 
show. and their bit breaks up an 
otherwise fast layout. Miss Henry 
sings behind a mike and interviews | 


O’Maliev after he has made a some- 
what awkward opening. 
the screen pair, the finale 
geis under way. Built as an integral 
part of the show, it affords each of 
‘hance to do a bit. different 
their former appearances, and 
with the nudest of 
‘n-gallon hat, giving away 
} any ‘ 


ty of lusty gags, slapsiick and row- 
coisms, in talent was shown by au- 
& nee response ant D.O. reports. 
Bill Hogan and his Hollywood 
Californians serve as the musical 
background for outfit, themselve: 
stepping into three niches, opening, 
closing, and one mid-show featur- 
ing songstress, Rita O’Hare, who reg- 
isters strongly. 3and, incidentally, 
played one of its first mid-West 
vaude dates two seasons past at the 
uptown Paramount where it showed 


its greenness, but smoothed out 
enough in meantime to be hardly 
identified as same crew. 

With Hogan as m.c., starts with 
| five Wonder girls, acro terpisi Gal 
hold gym class with musical back- 
ground and take solo turns with 
balance of act almost upset by one 
gal who is leaps and bounds ahead 
of her fellow tricksters 

Ben Beri comes on with his comic 
juggling impressing as much with 
his ease and finesse as with his pan- 


| 
| 
| 


the ate the show started out from 

Texas. 

Full house at the first show Satur- 
day. with ‘Girl from Scotland Yard’ 
(P; ) on e screc Rose. 

ae ? 

Armstrong Ork H.0.’s 

Current grossing pa of ‘Swing 
High, Swing Low’ (Par) and Lou 
Armstrong's orchestra at the Para- 
mou} N. Y., augurs thre veel 
‘ agement and maybe a fourth. 

Th causing Par to realign 
ome of the Al trong stage band 
bookings, as he was set in outlying 
houses. Being chiefly Par bookings, | 
the readjustment of dates is work- | 
ing out satisfactorily. 


tomime. Enters full stage then move 
out front to cover getting hefty paw 
on both offerings So clever out 
front with three little balls audience 
only chuckles ‘till it’s all over, then 
b rst out. 
He enters bit from which unit 
take its title billing ; headline: 
yunte Francyne Simone, lady 
who shows right and wrong way to 
unare as per controve y in recent 
picture mags. All that 1 
above plain trip-tease accom- 
panying offstage patter cleverly 
done. Look mag gave the Counte 
uite a spread on her stunt. hence 
he ‘Look and Life Vanities’ tag. 
Following Terry Howard duo in 
frontstage comedy cross-fire with 
M Howard mimicking a tiny tot. 
Act stands on her imit yn and few 
colored gags, but ld be ;¢ good 
with white-washed gags 


Frazee Sisters then on for their 


in here past} 
variety | 


,; harmonizing and prove classy pair 
of brunettes. Offer swing, melody 
fand novelty with plenty of charm 
|and grace. Easily class of the show, 
Finishing the hour and ten mine 
; utes are York and Tracy with rowdy 
comedy both in gags and action, 
York capitalizes on physical re- 
semblance to W. C. Fields with Miss 
Tracy mostly jin part of Dracula and 
SitOUL?C 





Finale only serves as walk-on for 
: nd audience take it to be 
ir nit pattin { varied aup- 
Cx h Cilt \ 
een has ‘Intern Can't Take 
Vioney’ (Par) doing its b vel] 
Quin. 


Femme Folies of 1937 
(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 
Atlanta, April 18. 


Wells Bros., Herman, Haritsell and 
Oakley, build up front part of this 
unit with a= five-minute turn of 
knockabout tumbling and close it 
with a sock display on three paral- 
lel bars that has audience howling 
fer more. 

Unit, owned by Sollie Childs, of 
Chicago, who has another’ show, 
Parisienne’ Follie now trouping 
around Virginia, under manage- 
ment of Harry Shannon, Jr., who 
emcee Featured is nine-piece all- 
girl ork, augmented by seven house 
tonters. 

Shannon shows up first and then 


joins blonde Jerrie Thil, band leader, 
in ‘Gee But You're Swell.’ Wells boys 
follow with knockabout stuff in rube 
getup. They work fast and pleased 
Cap patrons, but lads are too out of 
breath to do anything more than 
take bows. 

Betty Holmes possessed of a good, 
strong contralto that borders on the 
baritone range, was next with ‘Rain- 


bow on the River,’ getting a good 
hand, 
3and does a number featuring 


drummer, Florence Mikula, who 
steps out to sing ‘Goona Goo,’ while 


Thil gal handles traps, and then 
Margaret Kay, accordionist, does a 
snappy ‘China Boy.’ 


Jackie Teeter, pretty, shapely and 
nimble, pleases with her Spanish 
web ard iron jaw act. She works 
in a white spot and her act has flash, 
Gets a fine reception. 

‘Dance of Death,’ by Von and Va- 
lerie, man and wife, w spooky 

rt of thing done on darkened stage. 
Man, dressed as Dracula, appears 
amid puff of smoke, with head cov- 
ered and walks down front to un- 
cover and scare kids on front row 
half to death. He goes to piano and 
fingers out a few bars of ‘Liebers- 
traum,’ with partner going through 
waltz-gvrations. They then do dance 
of death. 

Bob White, billed as ‘The Dancing 
Ribinoff,’ does well with his hoofing, 
but his fiddling and gags are not 
much. He, however, finishes up to 
a good hand combining his fiddling 
and tapping. 

Shannon works in one for a few 
minutes. offering a bit of comedy 
while the Wells Bros. parallel bars 
are being set up. Lads then go 
through as dizzying a routine as au- 
diences hereabouts have ever seen. 

Unit is fast (45 mins.) and a wel- 
come relief from shows that come 
South overburdened with terp. There 
are 18 jn the company. Luce. 


as a 


Around the Town Revue 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 

| Lineoln, April 18. 
Originally built for the food show 

time, which is the best place to con 

off dough these days in the unit biz, 

‘Around the Town’ is picking up a 


few vaude dates, when and if, in 
| house: Show is owned and was 
produced by Joe Roberts, runs 50 
minutes and saves itself until the 
last act—the Four Clovers. 

Emcee is Dave Roberts, and he’s 
the talkative kind. Runs upscale 
j|with his chatter in every buildup, 
and his contribution is a_ bit of 
blackface with accompanying mam- 
my singing when it comes time for 
a personal accounting. Line is 
Evelyn Price's 8 Price Tags, nice 


locking girls and with exception of 
one number, pretty fairly costumed. 

Opener is Bobby and Billy Carr, 
roller skaters. Used to do the turn 
up on a table, but they’ve dispensed 


with it and are down on the floor 
like all the others—and so is the 
act, although satisfactory and fast. 
Evelyn Price does her solo second, 
It's a toe tap and expertly placed. 
Star and Lee. accordion and song, 
do some halleujahing. Gal is on the 


hady side of 200 pounds and shakes 
it up—even with a bump for good 
jeasure. Act sells okay. Roberts 
does his tricks fourth and then 
clears for the Burns Twins, hoofers, 


neat in their terp. 
ok good and dress well. 

Colleen Lowder, cute 9-year-old, 
would do better with more tasty 
song selections. No reason for a kid 
rof her age to sing stuff like ‘Now 


who are 


LOOK 


Boys 





I'm a Lady.’ Otherwise, her pipe 
and tap material are good. 

Four Clovers, teeter board act 
with comedy on the side, is an able 


finishing turn. 3oys do their acro 
without a slip and then go into some 


knockabout for hefty laughs. Good 
hand came up for them. Miss Price’s 
gals do four numbers including a 
military strut in the finale. Barn. 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (April 26) 
THIS WEEK (April 19) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 














RKO 





BOSTON 
Keith's (22) 
Barbara Belmore 
Dick Don & D 
Frances Arms 
Frank Gaby 
Ice Ballet 
(15) 
Slums of Paris 
Bellit & Engl’h Bros | 
Sylvia Manon Co 
CHICAGO 
Palace (23) 
S Morgan Dancers 
F & J Hubert 
Phil Regan 
Billy House 
(16>) 
S Morgan Dancers 
F & J Hubert 
Phil Regan 
Billy House Co 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (£3) 
Slums of Paris 


Co 





3 Wiles 


sen Yost Singe 
Campo 
Lime 
Sylvia Manon Co 
Charmion 


(16) 


Red Skelto 
Gordon's Dogs 
Stantey 
Mills Bros 
DAYTON 
Keith’s (16) 
Major Bowes Co 
KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (25) 
Olsen & Johnson 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (16) 
Stripping the 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith’s (22-24) 
H' wood Hotel Rev 
TROY 
Keith’s (23 -26) 
Your Hit Parade 


sta 








DICK, 


Dir.: Leddy 


and DINAH 


This Wk., Apr. 16, RKO BOSTON 
& Smith, 





DON 





Radio City 











Evette & 


Josef 
Ernest 


‘Songs fr 


Chris 


Alfred 


CAMDEN TOWN 
Gaumont 
| Pegleg Bates 
{ Hermans 
CHADWELL H’TH 
Palace 
Keith Wilbur 
Philco 4 
} Fell & Francis 
CHELSEA 
Palace 
Leon & Lucette 


Ronald Gourley 
CLAPTON 
Rink 
& Shine 
Almaer 
Browning 
EAST HAM 
Granada 
Blank Co 
Shannen 
Wilson, Dake & H 
Premier 
Keith & Wilbur 


Rusts 


Louis 


Philco 4 
Fell & 


Francis 
EDGWARE ROAD 
Grand 
4 om Shows’ 
EDMONTON 
Empire 

Carlton Sis 
Tracey & Anders'n 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 
Bil & Bil 
Charlion 
ILFORD 
Super 
Thripp 
4 Brilliant Blondes 
Pell & Little 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 


Ist half (19-21) 


» 


* Marschanys 





tov Bros 


‘tere Dunn 

Peter Randall 
Ann Stuart 
Duryea’‘s Dolls 

| Variety 4 

| Clyde Brennan Orc 





Harlem Uproar 
| Erskine H’wkins Bd 
| Lillian Fitzgerald 


| Edna Mae Holley 


Eddie Harron 


| B, Castle & Scott 


Mae Brown 


| Willie Jackson 
| Tiny Bunch 

| Lovey 
| Fairbanks Sis 


Lane 


Dee L McKay 
“ : Ebony Rascals 
2d half (22-24) Fred & Ginger 
Helena 3 Edwards Sis 
Peel & Curtis Pauline Brvant 
KILBURN | Thelma Middleton 
Grange | 
‘Songs from Shows’ | Hickory tlouse 
LEWISHAM | Joe Marsala Ore 
Palace 
Wilfred Greene 6 H'ly w'd 


LEYTONSTONE 
Rialto 
Lee Masters 
Wilson, Dake & H 
OLD KENT ROAD 
Astoria | 
Rimacs | 
SHEPH’RDS BUSH | 
Pavilion 
Ellen Kauer & Ptni 
Stan Stafford 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Alfred Thripp 
4 Brilliant Blondes 
Pell & Little 
STREATHAM’ 
Astoria 
Bad 
Williams 
TOOTING 
Granada 
Griffiths Bros 
Lorana, Thorpe & S 
TOTTENHAM 
Palaee 
Rusty & Shine 
Louis Almaer 
Evette & Browning | 
TOTTENHAM 
COURT ROAD 
Paramount 
Harry Freyer Bd 
Teddy Brown 
Pols & Barry 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Granada 
Carlton Sis 
racey & Anderson 


Anton 
Nora 


5 
T 








Loew 








Provincial 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (22) 
Cab Calloway Ore 
CLEVELAND 
State (23) 

Ted Lewis Ore 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (23) 


Saul Graumin Rev 


Week of April 19 


ABERDEEN 


Jackie Heller Tivoli 
Lenore Ulric Jack Loss Bd 
Mells, Kirk & H W C Barnes 

Art Lang Clarke & Murray 





Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (21) 
L Armstrong Bd 
ALBERQU ERQLE 
Kimo (23) 
Bell's Hawaiians 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (23) 
3 Sophisticates 
Al Bernie 
Reynold’'s Girls 
Lydia & Jeresco 
Harris & Howell 
Mildred Law 
Leo Fuld 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (23) 
Lathrop Bros & L 
Salicca Puppets 
Carolyn Marsh 
Cyril Smith 
Oriental (23) 
Reynolds & White 





Johnny Perkins 
DALLAS 
Maj (25) 
Major Lowes Co 
DETROIT 
Michigan (23) 
Conway & Parkes 
Roxyettes 
Vie Hyde 
Lester Cole Co 
Beatrice Hagen 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (25) 
Sally Rand Co 
TORONTO 
Shea’s (25) 
Bud Carlell & R 
Jack Starns Co 
Kirby & Duval 
WACO 
Orpheum (23) 
Maior Bowes Co 











Warner 





PHILADELPHIA 
Allegheny (22-24) 
Barney Grant Co 
Mattin, Page & F 
Earle (23) 
Roger Pryor Co 
Stepin Fetchit 
Ore 


16) 
Jan Garber 
Fox (23) 
Phila. Ballet 
(16) 
Arnold Johnson Co 
Nixon (21-23) 
E & N Perez 
Clyde Hager 
Jans & Lynton Rev 


Oxford (22-24) 
2 French Misses 
Walter Walters 

PITTSBURGH 

Stanley (23) 
Major Sowes Rey 

(16) 

Ted Lewis Ore 
WASHINGTON 
Farle (23 
Horace Heidt Orc 
(16) 

Jack Gwynne 
Chilton & Thomas 








Walter Dare Wahl 
Jane Froman 








Independent 





CHICAGO 
State Lake (23) 
Casa Manana Rev 
Barbara Parks 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyrie (23) 
‘Stars & Stripes’ 
Sch'o) for Undress'g 
Yrancyne Faye 
Calif Collegians 
Clifford & Marion 
3 Randall Sis 
Anderson & Allen 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. 
Tower (23) 
Cevene 3 
Jay & Lucille 


Peter Higgins 
Ted Cook 
(One to fill» 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Orpheam § (28-30) 
Joe Morrison 
Hap Hazzard Co 
Petti & B Reat 
Moni’e & Adaws Sis 
(One to fill) 
NEW ORLEANS 
St. Charles (23) 
Follies D’ Amour 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
Warner (25-26) 





Sammy Whiie 








London 








Week of April 19 


Canterbury M. H., 
Ist half (19-21) 
Helena 3 
Peel & Curtis 
2d half (22-24) 
6 Marschannys 
Rey Lros 


Dominion 
Mary & Erik 
4 Roberts 
New Victoria 
Angela Purselles 
Byron Peari Co 
Trocadero Rest. 
Billy Costello 
Norman Evans 
Mooney & Moore 


Geo. Hurd 
Maurice 
Victoria Patice 
Weeks (19-26) 
Helen Morgan 


Sheldon & I 


Joe Jackson 

(Seven to iilly 
BRINTON 

Astoria 

Anton Fa 

Elsa & Elida 
BROMLEY 
Gaumont 





Harum & Scarum 
Walter 
Bruce 


Jackson 
& Wynne 
EDINBURGH 
Regent 
Ist half (19-21) 


3 Ansons 


Za half (22-24) 
Will Russell 
Royal 
Harry Gordon 
Moyson Sis 

% Raye Gis 

John 


Tiller Gls 
Emons & Cave 
Jack Holder 
Paddy Drew 

GLASGOW 

Pavilion 

Jack Anthony 


Bond Rowell 


Jas Calvert 
Jenny 


McAndrew 
Alec Halls & Page 
Neller & Clare 


Carson Sis 


Sherman Fisher Gls 
Hilda Meacham 
Dennis Bovs & Rita 
LEEDS 
Paramount 





Teddy Joyce Co 


Leith 
Capitol 

ist half (19-21) 
Will Russell 


2d half 
38 Ansons 
LIVERPOOL 


(22-24) 





Paramount 
Ragtime & 
Shakespeare 
J Markeleyne Co 
Hilda Baker 
Van Dock 
N Arnaut & Bros 
Act Superb 
B Martin & Ptnr 


A J Powers 


MANCHESTER 
Paramount 
Bowly Rhythm Co 
NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 
Clapham & Dwyer 

Beryl Orde 

8 Step Sis 
PLYMOUTH 

Palace 

Hutch 

Revnell & West 

Payne & Hilliard 

Edwin Lawrence 

Jass & Jessie 

2 Derricks 

®» Cuties 

Sylvia 





Cabaret Bills 





Bill's Gay 90's 
Eddie Leonard 
Jerry White 
Rudy Madison 
Gus Wicke 
Yveite Rugel 
Ethel Gilbert 
Henry Lamarr 

Cafe Bali 
Chic Farmer 
Eddie Lambert 
Roger Steele Ore 
Jack Wallace Ore 

Club Mirador 
Jacqueline Joyce 
Mareie Hart 
Buddy Wagner Ore 


| Vie Hyde 


Alma Bray 
Joan Vickers 
Pear! Reynolds 
Warren & Bodee 
Red McKenzie Ore 
tita Renaud 
Phil Saxe 
Milly Convey 
Caliente 
Herbert 
Beth Raborn 
Soo Lins 
Helen Shaw 
Ruth Wayne 
Carol Sis 
3 Rhythm Boys 
Caliente Cabellerus 
Chateau Moderne 
Marilyn Gaynor 
Allan Foster 
Al Apollon Ore 
Club Gaucho 
Nannette Vallon 
Mariluz 
Jose Diaz 
Trint Plaza 
Helen Virgil 
Dimitri 
Club Howdy 
John Adams 
Al~ Benson 
Shirley Watts 
Neil Stone 


Joe 


Club Yamuri 
Antonio & Carito 
Sarita Herrara 
tosita Ortega 
Don Hilberto Ore 

Cotton Club 





Wilfred Greene 6 


Ethel Waters 
Geo I Vashington 


NEW YORK CITY 


Nicholas Bros 
Duke Ellington Orc 
Bessie Dudley 
3 Giants of R'yth'm 
[vie Anderson 
Alan & Anise 
Mardo Brown 
May Digges 
Wen Talbert Choir 
Ed Mallory Orch 
Bill Bailey 

Jack Dempsey'> 


Phil Romano Ore 
Carl & L Bonner 
Du Pierrot’s 
Joe Feser Ens 
Jane Stanley 
Tom & Charlie 
Louise Brydon 
El Chico 
Chita 
Lon Rancheros 3 
Adelina Duran 
Carlos Montoya 
Rosita Rios 
Don Alberto Ore 
El Morocco 
Holst Ore 
CC! Toreador 
los .-jedas 
Pedro Via Bad 
French Casino 
Adalet 
Feral 


Ernie 


Benga 

Betty Brite 

Betty Bruce 

Florence Chumbecosr 

Hilda Elfonte 

Rolf Holbein 

Johnny Co 

Xavier Lemercier 

7 Maravillas 

Rekkofs 

Rhoenrads 

Fiorence Spencer 

Tullah & Myi 

tris Wayne 

Vega Asp 

R. Friml, 

V Travers 

Cc Cromwett 
Frolics 

Joe Lewis 

Terry Lawler 

Oshins & Lessy 

Ralph Watkins Ore 

Alfredo R'mba Co, 

Greenwich Village 

Casino 


Sin 
Ore 
Ore 


Ore 





Aileen Cook 


| Bobby 


Del Casino 
6 Debonairs 
Tan i & 
L, Manning & 
Kay Tay 
Jovce 
Ted Adair 
Patricia Gilmore 
Charmion 


Kirsoff 
Mitzi 


lor 


Agnes & Nip 
fiote!l Astor 
Eddie Elkins Ore 


Campbell's Roy’ists 


Fred Lowery 

Grena Sloan 

Melba Melsing 
Emily Van t.oesen 
Chas Hoffman 
Stanley Worth 


Robert I 
Fiorenzos 
Walton & 
Mitchell 


vtell 


Joanne 
Avres Ore 


Hotel Biltmore 
Carl Hoff Ore 


Hotel Commodore 


Tommy Dorsey Orc 
Edythe Wright 
Norma Gallo 
Sandino & F'child 


Jack Leonard 
Hotel Edison 
Bobby Hayes Ore 

Ralph ‘Torres 
Theodora Brooks 
Oscar Deye 
Muriel Byrd 
Bob Berry 
Hotel Essex Uouse 
Vincent Bragali Ore 
Maxine Tappin 
Dick Stone 
Hotei Fifth Ave 
Roy Strum Orc 
Hotel Gov. Clinton 
Stuart Jules 
Kay Marshall 
Ray O'Hara Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Shirley Lloyd 
Rote! Lincoln 
{sham Jones Ore 
Hotel MeAlpin 
Enoch Light Ore 
Mary Danis 
A Gonzales Eus 
Muriel Sherman 
Hotel Montclalr 
Coral tsianders 
Hal Hope Ore 
Bill Lincoln 
George Tordy 
Aran Courtney 
Jules Losch 
Hotel Murray Hill 
(Fountain Room) 


Dolores Varris 
Ruth Kidd 

Frank McCormick 
Bob Berry 

Elinor Bowers 

Ray Sadler 

Willard Keeler Ore 


Santiona & Fairc’ld 
Hote! New Yorker 
Lennie Hayton Ore 
Nelsons Cats 
Andy lona Ore 
Peppino & Beatrice 
Hotel Park Centra) 
Tie Toc Girls 
Jerry Blaine Ore 
toscoe Ails 
Ruth Denning 
Dorothy Jeffers 
Grace Johnston 
Betty Lewis 
Buddy Brown 
Men of Man'tan 
Hotel Park Lane 
Junior Raphael Ore 
Hotel Pennaylvanin 
Benny Goodman Bad 
Bernhard & Grah'm 
Frances Hunt 
Hotel Piccadilly 
Trent Patterson 
Toni Gave 
Arno & Zola 
Jerry Stewart 
Dave Schooler Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
Will MeCune Ore 
Hoiel Roosevelt 
8 Internationals 
Guy tombardo 
Hotel 
Sheila 
Kinile 


Ore 
Save, -Plazva 
Barret 

Vetth Ore 


Bali 
Fletcher 
Charles 

ieverty 

toval 
Harry 


Bruz 
Lawrence 
Wilshire 
Hawaiians 
Owens Ore 
Biltmere Bow: 
” 


3 Radio Rogues 


Pierre & Temple 
Lester & Irmajean 
Dick Webster 


Joy Hodes 
Marion Daniels 
$ Rhythm Rascals 
Fred Scott 
enrico Rh'ba 
hitumiy Grier 
Cnfe Cusaneva 
B Grey & J Berger 
Casanova Ore 
Loretta Lee 
Rex Weber 
Cafe tu Mare 
Park Ave Boys 
Vi Bradley 
Clats 


Ore 
Ore 





Stan 


Ore 





Kes! nuranal | 
} 





Hotel Shelton 
Joseph Zatour Ore 


Hotel St. George 
(Brooklyn) 


Eli Dantzig 
3 Mack Bros 
Rita 

Hotel St. Morits 
Jack Sherr Orc 
Grisha 

Hotel St. Regis 


(lridiam Koom) 
Emil Coleman Orc 
Charles Palumbo 
Boy-Foy 
Paul Gerrits 

Hotel Taft 
Geo. Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn 
Johnny McKeever 





Hotel 
Mdeie Lane fire 
Goodeltle & Farries 
Dorothy Howe 
Hotel Waldert- 
Astorin 
Reisman 
Kkdgar Bergen 
Xavier Cugat 
Eve Symington 
Georges & 
Hotel Wellington 
Ed Mayehoff Orc 
Hotel Wertin 
Alex Fogarty 
Chartie Wricht 


Vanderbilt 


Leo Ore 


Ore 


Jaina 


Larue 


Wednesday, April 21, 1 


Naomi Warner Thora Maithaison 
Speck Watkins Marguerita del,Rio 
Vicki Fay Juan de Martinis 


Pete Contrelli Ore 
Seven Seas 


Lily Gibson 
Lonnie McIntire Or 


Somerset House 


George Redman Orc 
Pacific Sunset Club 
Peggy Page 
Bernice Lyn 
Carolina Mason 
Nicholas 2 


Buddy La Rue 


= Betty Bordon 
Al Heath Orc Jack Owens 
Vatomar Camille Saray 
e tee Emerson Topsy’s 
=~ JAYS ets 
Stanley Hickman Arnold Sis 
Muzzy Marcellino Leona Rice 


Jane Morgan 


% Debutantes 
Irene Berry 


Hudson Metzcer Gis 





Ted Fio Rito | Agnes Johnson 
. Al Eldredge Ore 
Paris inn { 
" | Trocadero 
Dominic Columbo | K 
Ken Henryson | Phil Ohman Ore 
Carla Martel | U-Gene's 
I, Rand & DPD Castle | Frank Gallagher 
Rudy & LaTosca Nellie Becker 
Bali-Bali Hotel Fdgewater 
wark Fisher Ore Beach 
Easter & Hazelton | (Marine Room) 
; Helene Carol 1} Anson Weeks 
oe I r k : | Rodrigo & Francine 
verry & urk W Jennier & Buddy 
Blackhawk John Hale 
Foe Sanders i Harriett Smith‘s Gis 
Ruth & BR. Ambrose 
Sally Jo Nelson Hotel Lasalle 
Sonny Jay } (Blue Fountain 
Chez faree Room) 


Frances Maddux 
Eddie Davis Orc 
Laurel-in- Pines 
(Lakewood, N. J.) 
Terry Green 
viona & Marina 
Fred Berhens Orc 
Le Coq Rouge 
Horacio Zite Or 


Le Mirage 


Roberta Jonny 

Rov Rector 

Maryon Dale 
Siboney Rhumba 4 
Voodoo Dancers 
Alice Wellman 

Jim Karnes 

Wanda Goll 

Harry Horton Ore 
Cookie Williams Or 


Leon & Widie's 
Iris Adrian 
William Former Ore 
Nina & Rina 
The Farancos 
Billy Reed 
Haywood & Allen 
Lea Perrin 
Royal Due 
Satome -Salome 

Merry-Go-Round 
Nadia Kortez | 
Harry Rosenthal Or 
Boris Koretzky Ens | 
Tony Sarg Co 

Mon Paris 

Gene Fosdick Ore 


Laurence White 
Onyx Club 


6 Spirits of Rhythm 
Stuff Smith Bd 
Paradise 
Janice Anore 
Richard & Carson 
jarto & Mann 
Joe & Betty Lee 
Mary Roeland 
Billy & B Bemis 
3 Cossacks 
Florence & Alvarez 
Johnny Russell 
Jay Freeman Ore 
Rainbow Grit 
Emery Deutsch Ore 
Evalyn Tyner 
Cc & L Bonner 
Dee Collins 
Jerry Goff 
Jack Kerr 
Ariel Perry 
Rainbow Room 
Ruby Newman Ore 
Halland & Hart 
Eleanor Sheridan 
Dr. Sydney Ross 
Evelyn Tyner 
Alec Templetor 
Eddie LeBaron Ore 
Stork Club 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Gus Martel Ore 
Valhalla 
Maurice Shaw 
Marita 
Lorraine Barreit 
Rond Hal 
Versailles 
Everett Marshall 
Rosita & Fontana 
Van Cello 
Meadowbrook Hoye 
Village Barn 
Larry McMahon 
5 Flying Whivrles 
Willie Solar 
M Montgomery 
Barnet & Varker 
Iva Kitchell 
Bourbon & Baine 
Jean Kirk 
Hank Ramsey 
Johnny Russell 
Ruth Craven 
Tex Lewis Cowboys 
Village Brewers 
Harry Wallace Orc 
Yacht Club 
Ann Pennington 
3 Racket-Cheers 


Ore 





LOS ANGELES 


Tiny Wolf 
Johnny & George 
Art Stanley On« 


Clover Club 
Bob Grant Ore 
Khumba Bad 

Cocounut 
Ruth Robin 
Calgary Bros 
Santschi & Buckley 
Phil Harris Orc 

i) Mirador 
Porothy Clare 
Ramsdell Girls 
Slim Martin Ore 

Fumous Door 
Eddie Beal 
Louis Prima 


Grove 


Orc 
Hawaiian Paradise 
Sel Brights Ore 
Little Club 
Meredith 
Jones 
iKendalt 
Helen Warner 
Rose Valyvda 
Omar's Dome 
Galente & Leonard: 


Tiny 
Jane 
Paul 








Dorothy Roberts 


Kine’s Jesters Ore 


Wini Shaw > tae 
Cross & Dunn Marjorie Whitney 
Minor & Root ;}C & Helen Stone 
Jack Williams | Marionette Rev 
: | 
Mu pide , | Hotel Morrison 
Thorne & White a 
Henry Busse Orch. (Terrace Room) 
Don Cummings |} (Casino Parisien) 
Club Atsbam Emil Boreo 
Virginia James Olive & George 
tuddy & Betty Enrico Bertolaso 
Bernard & Henry Tod Liebling Co 
Mae Sis 3 Bredwins 
Art Williams Ore y eon a4 Rict M 
' . Arabel, ich & 3 
Club Maytiower Rudter Shawar Sa, 
3 Variety Boys Lou Breese Orc 
Mildred Reck | | 
4 McNally Sis | Hotel Palmer House 
Buddy & Selma | (Empire Reom) 
4 Rhythm Girls Henry King Ore 


Lou Sales Orc Mario & Florio 
Clob Minuet Russell Swan 
Joaquin Garay 


Alvina Morton 
Dorothy Wall 
Chessin 2 


4 Aristocrats 
Abbott Dancers 


Simma Laska Hotel Sherman 
Del Estes (College Inn) 
jerry Glidden Ore Gertrude tlo'iman 
Colosimos Cal Varsity 8 
Don Enrico Garcia & Perrot 
Bob Tinsley Sonny & Sonny 
June St. Clair 6 Lindy Hoppers 
Stroud Ed Rickard 
Willie Shore ted Nicholas Ore 
Louis Milles Hotel Stevens 
tould Sis (Continental Reom) 
sobby Danders Tr io. ide Mind 
3 & EF Gilbert Jimimnie Joy Orc 
Li Ta Ming 
Congress Hotel Ronald & Roberta 


(Casino) tacketeeis 


Rhythm 


Bob Crosby Orch. Esquires 
Chick Endor Helen Heath 
—— Flee Parody Club 
Xay eber mae Fase 
Halliday & Clark | Phil Kaye — 

. Molly Manors 
Howard Brooks ‘7 
The Crusaders Charlyne Baker 

: : Millie Travis 


Freddy Janis Ore 
Royale Frolies 

Dolly Kay 

Dawn & Darrow 

Burnett & Walt 

Francis Wills 


Gay 90's 
Colleen 
Georgia Lucky 
Lew King 
Jules Novit Ore 
Marion Miller 


Joan Houston Jack Hilliard 
Jean Bradley Henri Lishon Ore 
Jack Elkins Chas Engels Ore 
Harry's Ri. Be 606 Club 
Cabaret Billy Carr 
Buddy Walker Nora Ford 
Phelps 2 ‘Boots’ Burns 
3 Short Waves Kita Reed 
Marion Morgan Ford & Barnes 
$25-Shat Three Deuces 
Billy Snyder Cleo Brown 
Elsie Gilbert Roy Eldridge Ore 
Una Cooper Zutty 
LeRoy & Weaver Gladys Palmer 
Hotel Bismarck Slim Green 


(Walnut Room) 
Phil LeVant Ore 
George Wald 
Gretchen Lee 
McNallie Sis 
Don & S Jennings 
Bert Granoff 


Via tago 
Jackie Hamlin 
Dick Hughes 
Sally Keith 
Wallace & Latisha 
Stan Carter 


Tod Liebling Yacht Club 

Terry Howard Frances Faye 
Hotel Brevoort Evelyn Pal 

Jaros Sis Frank Hall 

F Sis ebe-te oe A 

Kuth Johnstone + ew igen re ; 

Joe Parlato Nino Rinaldo Ore 


885 Club 
Owen & Parco 
Kddie Seuth 
jelva White 


Drake Hotel 
(Silver Forrest) 
Paul Whiteman Co 








CHEZ PAREE 


(Continued from page 50) 





good-looking, tall boy who does sev- 
eral types of dancing. Wears no taps 
on his shoes and in a room of this 
size the intricacies of his steps can- 
not possibly be appreciated. Put 
either of these two singles into a 
smaller cafe and they would be 
stand-outs. 

Thorne and White have a chance 
of becoming stand-outs, too, but not 
the way they are. A nice little 
femme dance team who do both ec- 


centric and toe work, they spoil 
everything by wearing unsuitable 


clothes. They have the looks, per- 
sonality and ability to pull them- 
selves into the upper brackets. 

Minor and Root, a good ballroom 
dance team, fail to click here only 
because they follow a lot of slow 
show with a slow waltz routine: Ma- 
riora, a woman juggler, and excel- 
lent, also fails to land, but because 
she hasn't the appearance or routine 
for a floor show. She would hit in 
vaudeville. 

Pierre Andre, formerly radio an- 
nouncer, acts as m.c. for this show, 
which has been changed four or five 
times trying to get it in shape, and 


which probably will be changed 
again in a week or two. It’s still, 
even in its present condition, the 


bargain show 


in Chicago’s niteries. 
Loop. 





—_—— 


Det. Spot May 
Play Pic P. A’s 
Sans Ork, Acts 


Detroit, April 20. 
Downtown theatre, ex-RKO show- 
case and now operated as straight 
film house by Krim circuit, is ex- 
pected to start featuring personal ap- 





} pearances by film players sometime 


1 in May. 


Mac Krim, now on Coast, is e 
tacting screen performers on possi- 
bility of dropping off in Detroit for 
p.a.’s while en route between N. y. 
and Hollywood. While plan at pres- 
ent is merely to have stars appear in 
short skits, minus music or support- 
ing bill, its believed policy will 
eventually be lengthened into full- 
length vaude if p.a. experiment 
proves successful. 

Under present plans players would 
do 15-minute sketches three or four 
times daily. P.a.’s would be spotted 
only occasionally to avoid using sec- 


On- 


| ond films. 











N. Y. ST. REGIS CLOSING 


NITERIES EARLY IN MAY 


The new Neapolitan policy at the 
Hotel St. Regis’ Maisonette Russe, 
N. Y., will run until the grill is 
closed around May 2. The Iridium 
Room, formal dinery, will also fold 
for the season about the same time. 

The Viennese Roof of the hotel 
will retain the same policy and re- 
open for the summer May 12, with 
Jacques Fray’s orchestra installed. 
Emil Coleman, from the Iridium, 
shifts elsewhere, but Jules Lande’s 
band continues for the luncheon and 
cocktail sessions. 


B’klyn Eagle Entangled 
In Union-RKO Picketing 


Brooklyn Daily Eagle’s promotion 
department got caught in the picket- 
ing tangle between the New York 
Musicians Union and the RKO the- 
atres last week, with the result that 
name band leaders cancelled their 
acceptances of personal appearance 
invitations to a stunt which the 
newspaper was tossing at the Albee 
theatre in that borough. Union offi- 
cials had notified the leaders that if 
they attended the event they would 
be hauled before the trial board and 
fined. 

Albee is one of the circuit’s many 
houses which are being picketed in 
the local’s drive to increase employ- 
ment among its members. News- 
paper had been conducting a per- 
sonality contest, the winners of which 
were promised plane rides to Holly- 
wood and back, and as part of the 
contest’s finals it invited a number 
of radio names, including band ba- 
tonists. 





N. Y. Yacht Club’s Likker 
Respite Pending Appeal 


Review of the findings of the State 
Liquor Authority in revoking the 
license of the Yacht Club, West 52d 
street, N. Y., nitery, was granted 
Saturday (17) by N. Y. Supreme 
Court Judge Timothy A. Leary. 
Meanwhile the restaurant will con- 
tinue to operate under the old per- 
mit, 

The State Board contended the op- 
erators of the restaurant had per- 
mitted Al Feshin and Jerry Brooks, 
non-licensees, to dispense liquor un- 
der the club’s license. Also that the 
club managers did not keep adequate 
records of liquor sales. The man- 
agers denied these charges at the 
hearing before the State Authority. 





MAE QUESTEL ILL 
Detroit, April 20 

Mae Questel, booked for the cur- 
rent show at the Michigan, was 
forced to cancel late last week when 
taken ill with pneumonia. 

Frank Crumit and Julia Sanderson 
replaced her. 





Ina Ray Hutton for N. Y. Par 

Ina Ray Hutton’s all-fermme band 
goes into the N. Y. Paramount Mas 
19, 

It'll be the first date for this c 
at the Par deluxer. 
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th St. Rivalling ‘Street of Hits 


+. 


With ‘Babes, ‘Regina’ and ‘Richard’ 


With the advent of ‘Babes In Arms’ 
at the Shubert, N. Y., 44th street is 
even up on the 45th street block, 
called ‘the street of hits.’ New musi- 
cal is rated set for a run, while the 
standouts ‘Victoria Regina’ and ‘King 
Richard II’ and quartered nearby in 
the Broadhurst and St. James respec- 
tively. Other block has two hits in 
‘You Can’t Take It With You’ 
(Booth) and ‘Tovarich’ (Plymouth) 
put incomers this week may pos- 
sibly boost the hit percentage. How- 
ever ‘High Tor’ another success 
on the street, being housed west of 
Eighth avenue in the Beck. 


is 


Shakespeare has kept the St. 
James lighted this season. House 


started the season badly. with ‘Ten 
Million Ghosts’ but reaped a harvest 
with ‘Hamlet’. when it moved there 
from the Empire. ‘Richard,’ the sur- 
prise revival click of seasons, has 
been cleaning up. Strength of the 
attraction is amazing to showmen, 
with the line at the box office rarely 
breaking. It has been topping $18,000 
weekly, with mail orders from all 
sections counting. 

Sale for ‘Richard’ extends to June 
1, On May 21 it will play its 100th 
performance, a world’s record for 
the work. The occasional presenta- 
tion of the play in London never 
measured up to the St. James en- 
gagement either in takings nor the 
number of consecutive performances. 
It took Maurice Evans, an English 
actor, to score with a drama that had 
not been presented in America for 
50 years. Despite his standing, 
Broadway was skeptical and figured 


the revival had two strikes on it 
prior to premiere. 
‘Regina’ is now announced in its 


final six weeks and will continue 
until May 29, two weeks beyond the 
scheduled closing date. Holdover hit 
is booked for a 39 week tour start- 
ing in the falk Run will have been 


66 weeks, spanning an entire second | 


season, after laying off last summer. 
Play will have been given on Broad- 
way 516 times, being the longest stay 
of. any attraction in which Helen 
Hayes starred. 

‘The Masque of Kings’ moved from 
the Shubert to the Majestic to make 
way for ‘Babes.’ Latter spot was 
chosen because of the lively attend- 
ance to the other hits on the block 
and expected drop-ins from turn- 
aways when the other shows hit 
capacity late each week. 


B'WAY HITS INSTALL 
NEW COOLING PLANTS 


Cooling systems have been ordered 
for at least three Broadway legit 
houses—the Booth, Plymouth, and 
Barrymore—all operated by the 
Shuberts. Each of the trio is ten- 
anted with hits, ‘You Can't Take It 
With,’ ‘Tovarich’ and ‘The Women,’ 
being Spotted in the order named. 

Work on mstallation is slated to 
Start immediately under an agree- 
ment that the systems will be in op- 
eration not later than June 1. Last 
Season several legiters installed air- 





_ Conditioning plants of one kind or 


another, and others are expected to 
follow the present Shubert improve- 
ment move, the percentage of thea- 
tres equipped to house shows dur- 
ng the heated period now steadily 
increasing. Martin Beck's, first of 
new installations, will be ready in 
two weeks, 

ne idea of a central control plant 


mentioned to get 


+ 








fa group of houses which were | while, 





False Alarm 


Pig used in ‘Frederika,”’ Im- 
perial, N. Y., was the cause of 
minor excitement one night last 
week, while parked in the al- 
leyway’ between that theatre 
and the Music Box. Bill Nor- 
ton, manager of the latter 
house, imagined the noises 
emitted by the little porker 
sounded like a woman being 
strangled. He summoned a 
traffic cop who entered the 
darkened alley with a drawn 
gun. 

When he discovered the 
squawling piggy, copper thought 
it was a rib and was on the 
verge of mussing up Norton, 











N. Y. MANAGERS 


WANT INCOME 
TAX CHANGE 


Broadway managers are figuring 
on the possibilities of changes in the 
Federal and State income tax laws 
whereby the levy would be akin to 


the English tax system, whereby a 


citizen may spread profits and losses | 


over a period of years. That was pos- 
sible over here where the show or 
theatre was incorporated, until this 
year when a change in the statutes 
on undistributed profits, voided the 
provision. 


Producers of plays and operators | 
more | 


of theatres claim theirs is a 
hazardous business than in any other 
field, including stock brokerage. 
They point out that a manager may 
make a profit of $100,000 within a 
year and lose as much the next sea- 
son. Under the present system they 
feel that the arrangement is in- 
equitable and that show business 
should be made an exception in 
taxation. 


During bad seasons the showmen 


are embarrassed as to how they can | 


pay the tax on the previous good 
season. Percentage of play failures 
is substantiation, while some theatres 
have not had hits in as long as 10 
years. 

It is expected that the Theatre 
League will consider the problem 
and a committee sent to Washington 


in an effort to secure the passage of | 


wanted tax statutes. The complained 
of legislation appears to affect the 
legit showmen more than others 
such as vaudefilm managers whose 
business is much more steady sea- 
son after season. 





Nominating Alternate 


Called Unconstitutional 
By Equity’s Council 





When the nominating committee 
which named the regular ticket for 
Equity it functioned with eight 
people instead of nine, as named at 
the last quarterly meeting. One 
member of the opposition group in- 


| sisted that he act as alternate and 
it was understood, he was 
air-conditioning | permitted to sit in, there will be 


as been dropped. Believed that the 'no alternates in the future. 


deal for equipping the three Shu- 


Constitution does not provide for 


bert theatres, however, permits pay-|a nominating committee alternate. 


ing off over a term of years. 

Decision 
aaa been partially crystallized by 
wy Cast of ‘Tovarich.’ Players are 
Said to have advised Gilbert Miller, 


Show's 


d producer, they would con- 
“ider playing through summer, 


t a 
nd house was air-conditioned. Mil- 
ers own theatre (Henry Miller's) 
W el > 4 - 

vas equipped with a modern cool- 


ing plant last summer at a cost of | laid off before Easter 


“round $20,000. 


to equip the trio may | the 


if | 


| 
| 


Opinion from Equity council is that 


committee of nine is large 
enough to proceed despite an ab- 


sentee. A quorum for the committee 
is five, and as long as five are pres- 
ent the action of 
valid. 
Committee 


the committee is 


absentee was 


Jimmy 


Durante, who went to Florida dur- 
ing the week. ‘Red Hot and Blue’ 
During that 


week the committee filled the slate. 


ON AGENCY RECORDS 





TIGKET BROKERS ‘Equity Decides on Secret Ballots 
All the Way in Annual Elections 


~-FINGER-PRINTED 


Federal Men Question Tax 
Return Figures of B’way 
Specs—Case Is Postponed 

| for Second Time Because 


of Lack of Definite Proof 


| DEFENDANTS HOPEFUL 
| 





Objective of the government in its 
scrutiny of New York ticket agency 
men was not revealed they 
slated to appear before U. S. 
| Commissioner Cotter last week, but 
| the brokers figure not enough ey 
dence was secured, when the matier 
Ticket 
men, however, are more than ordi- 


when 
were 


1 


was put over for two weeks. 


| narily puzzled because of the tactics 


| used by the Federal men assigned by | 





Hampden Says ‘No’ 


South Norwalk, April 20 
Walter Hampden, confined to 


his home at Ridgefield, Conn., 
with a broken ankle, states em- 
phatically that he will not be 


a candidate for president of 
Equity. The subject is irrevoc- 
ably settled in the negative. 

‘I am touched by the various 
petitions, of course, but I will 
not be a candidate,’ Mr. 
Hampden, 


says 











EQUITY AGAINST 
~ DICTATORIAL 


| Washington to look over the situa- | 


| tion. 

They were not merely summoned 
downtown. Warrants were issued, 
bail was required and the men were 
fingerprinted. That was regarded 


| indigant the 

tion. 
| tickets resold at a premium, which 
|the admissions law calls a 
demeanor, which calls for a maxi- 
mum fine of $100, although bail was 
five times that amount. 

Half a dozen brokers were given 
a second visit by government agents. 
They were summoned to the Inter- 
nal Revenue Department quariered 
at 9th avenue and 30th street, where 
they were ordered to turn 
| books and records for inspection. 
Agencies involved were slated to de- 
liver such books Tuesday (20). 

The ticket boxes of three thea- 
tres were examined by Feds some 
days before the hearing was sched- 
uled but no evidence was found of 
violations in ticket stamping. Brok- 
ers are supposed to paste slips on 
the reverse side of tickets already 
stamped over. That is one of the 
rules which the ticket men say is 
| impractical. 
| Suspicions Aroused 
| 
| 
| 


over digit identifica- 


It appears that the monthly tax 
returns on tickets have been scruti- 
nized, and because of wide variance, 
the tax men became suspicious of 


|irregularities and possible’ with- 
|holding of proper amounts. Some 


| agencies are said to have paid as 
little as $10 monthly, others send- 
| ing in around $100 monthly. Brok- 
| ers’ end of the admissions tax some- 
| times exceeds $300 per month. 
| Theatres are responsible for the 
| amount of the face value of each 
| ticket sold. When an agency 
|charges 75c over the b.o; rate, he 
| must pay the collector 10% of that 
| premium or 8c the usual amount 
| paid by the purchaser being $4.13 
| per ticket. If a higher premium is 
| obtained, the 10% levy still applies 
| but brokers claim there are over- 
| lapping taxes when one agency sells 
| tickets to another. Frequently 
tickets change hands among agency 
people two. and three times, price 
being upped a dollar in each inter- 
change. Under the rules a $3.30 
ticket for a hit may be sold for 
$6.60. Even though that be but $1 
over the price paid by the final 
seller, a tax of 66c is supposed to be 
paid the government. That in ad- 
dition to the original 30c from the 
theatres would bring the tax on such 
tickets up to 96c. On such figuring, 
the government's claim of $500,000 is 
probably based, but the number of 
high-priced tickets sold by one 
agency to another is problematical. 
Rule calling for 50% of all money 
paid the theatre in excess of the 
established price still applies, but 
managers no longer participate in 
the ‘ice’ beceuse of the law. Gratui- 
ties to box office men vary w 
but one is said to have reported 
$5.000 in his personal tax return rat- 
|ing such coin as income. It is ex- 
pected the collector will accept the 
return and tax paid on that basis. 


idely 


as humiliating by most and all were | 
The charge is failure to siamp | 


mis- | 


PAY CUTS 


When cutting of salaries is deemed 


necessary to prolong engagemenis, 
Equity’s council believes that a ma- 
of 


prevail. 


jority the players in cast 
shall But the of 


some managers trying to force actors 


any 


practice 


to accept under threat of dismissal 
frowned 


notice is upon, especially 


, When it is stated or implied that a 


replacement will be made at a lower 


| salary. 


over | 








| 


Equity has adopted a rule that 


when a manager hands out a notice | 


to one or more actors in order to 
prevent them attending a_ board 
hearing, or if after appearing before 
the cuts board, the managers re- 
fused to abide by the spirit of the 
meeting and hand out notices, then 


in such cases no actor may replace | 


another in the same part at a lower 
salary without Equity’s assent. 

Action was taken to prevcnt man- 
agers from evading decisions of the 
board. 





New Equity Contract 


Providing Rehearsal 
Pay During Tryouts 


Equity is issuing a new contract 
for try-outs, the principal feature of 
which provides for rehearsal 
There has been no such 
ment for plays tried out during the 
heated period. Pay for rehearsal 
try-outs is at the same rate as al- 
ready established—$20 weekly for 
seniors and $15 for juniors. 


pay. 
req uire- 


New contract is an abbreviation | 


of the production form. Rehearsal 
coin is to start after the third day, 
so that casts for try-outs played for 
one week will get one and a half 
week of rehearsal pay. When piays 
are tried out by summer 
under stock conditions, the new rule 


| does not apply. 


There has been a growing tend- 
ency to try out plays by companies 


before the start of the summer stock 


| season, 


| players must 


| 


! 


spent in rehearsal, so that if two 
| weeks of preparation are used, the 
cast must be paid at least one full 
weck. Should the play continue 
after two weeks, two weeks’ notice 

required from either player or 
manager. Probationary period for 
try-outs is three days. 

New try-out form also calls for | 


Such rehearsals are usually 
held in New York, but if out of town 
be paid sustenance 
money, which is $5 per day. Same 
stocks may end the season with a 
new play try-out also. Rule for t 
outs calls for the player rect 

salary for at least half the time 


Ye 


ng 


| arbitration in matters in dispute be- 


tween actors and managers. 


| Equity’s election of officers and 


councillors for a three-year term 


will be conducted entirely by secret 
ballot. Regardless of the referendum, 
of be 
until later, that method will be used, 

That 


results which will not known 


stated 
through 


stated 


was originally 
VARIETY recently, but 
error in Equity it was 
the secret ballot would only apply 
to the mail vote—those members 


in 
an 
that 





| 
stocks, | 


resident outside the city, principally 


| in Hollywood. 





The election, which thas been 
definitely dated for June 4, will fol- 
low the lines adopted by the council 
which reversed itself after being 
preponderantly against secret voting, 
Membe will be given two en- 
velopes and one ballot. They will 
write their names on the first en- 
velope, and after it is verified that 
they are in good standing, the sec- 
ond envelope, sealed but without 
marks of identification, will be 
placed in the ballot box. Same ap- 
plies for votes received by mail. 

Reason for the referendum is the 
insistence by the opposition within 
Equity which seeks to have all mat- 
ters decided by the same method, 
one which the administration insists 
is unwieldly and unnecessary. Offi- 
cers again aver that it is beiter for 
the council to make rulings on all 
| such issues, since, if found to be 
| obstructive, they can be easily 


changed, whereas an amendment to 
its constitution, sought by the op- 
| position, would involve lengthy pro- 
ceedings and put the association to 


| unnecessary expenditure to correct 
or repeal the amendment. 
Issue Less Important 
Indications now are that the ad- 


| ministration, through the council or- 

der for privacy in voting at the 
| election, has virtually made the ref- 
erendum matter a much le ime 
portant issue than when the petition 
for it was handed around. The ref- 
| erendum will be sent out not later 
than April 27 and polls will close 
June 15. If the idea is adopted it 
would affect elections for council for 
the next three years. But council 
itself can adopt another rule to 
make voting secret’ thereafter 
whether or not. 


The opposition petition aiming to 
place Walter Hampden in candidacy 
| for president in opposition to Frank 
|Gillmore has not been filed with 
| Equity. Proponents are waiting re- 
'turns from the Coast before doing 
so, Odds are that he will not ac- 


(Continued on page 63) 


B’WAY LEGITERS’ 
‘PENALTY HO'SES’ 


Not generally known that most of 
| Broadway's legit theatres are rated 
‘penalty houses’ by the musicians 
|union. Term is applied when a thea- 
tre, sans an orchestra, books in a 
musical and places men in the pit, 
'In such cases the minimum wace is 
|upped more than 20%. Trend to 
| drop three and four piece orchestras 
in theatres having straight shows 
included most of Broadway's list, 
, but, in the last two or three seasons, 
i'some_ attractions re-installed the 
musicians (such shows as ‘Three Men 
On a Horse’), 














One of the penalty theatres is 
the Shubert, which had no or- 
chestra for two or three seusons, 
Minimum for men in the pit for 
‘Babes in Arms’ which opened last 
week, is $100 weekly. Usually the 


scale for a musical show is $80 per 
men, 

Four-man pit outfit calls for a 
total wage of $257 weekly, but man- 
agers may lay off the men and pay 
'them $128, New York being the only 


stand where that is permitted by 
the union. Most showmen have pre- 
ferred not to use musicians at all 
| Union does not limit the salaries 
xf conductors, latter makin their 
own contracts with producers for 


| figures considerably higher than the 
cale. 
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Katharine Hepburn’s H'wood Chores 


Will Probably 


Chances of the Theatre Guild 
bringing ‘Jane Eyre’ into New York 
next season are dimming rapidly. 


Understood management has about 
abandoned hope of getting Katharine 
Hepburn again for the title part. 
Contracts for the rest of the cast 
have been abrogated. Believed 
whole idea of reviving the show.has 
been given up by the Guild. 

When ‘Eyre’ folded in Baltimore, 
April 3, it was announced that Miss 
Hepburn would make two pix in 
Hollywood this summer, and return 
to open the Helen Jerome play in 
Philadelphia, early in the fall, be- 
fore bringing it to Broadway. Un- 
derstood, however, that Sam Bris- 
kin, RKO production head, has since 
then repeatedly refused to indicate 
to Guild execs how many films Miss 





Hepburn will do or how long she'll 
be kept on the Coast. 


consequently, despaired of reviving | 


the show at all. 

Reported that Miss Hepburn’s con- 
tract with RKO has only short time 
to run. Understood her demands 
for new contract will include time 
off for at least one legit appearance 
on Broadway a year. Unknown what 
her legit plans are for next season, 
but, if she has any, apparently, they 
don’t include ‘Jane Eyre.’ 

Many Headaches 

Since play opened in New Haven 

last December, “Eyre’ has been suc- 


cession of headaches to the Guild. | 


Helen Jerome did extensive rewrit- 
ing, particularly to the name part. 
Authoress recently indicated desire 
to have producers call 
her. Guild is 
burn again, may have to accede to 
Miss Jerome’s wishes. Although 
play was panned by number of out- 
of-town reviewers and Brooks At- 
kinson, of the N. Y. Times, disliked 
it when he went to Chicago to see 
it, ‘Eyre’ toured to heavy grosses. 
Reported it made money for the 
Guild even though it never came to 
New York. 

‘Jane Eyre’ was to have been the 
sixth play in the Guild’s 1936-37 
subscription season. When show 
folded in Baltimore, however, Guild 
announced its season would include 
only five shows and that subscribers 
would get ‘rain checks’ for an extra 
production next season. 

With the Jerome play now prob- 
ably off entirely, Guild will have to 
find an extra one to take its place 
for next season, or refund to its sub- 
scribers. 


Robert F. Sherwoods 





Sailing fer Europe 





the whole | 
thing off and return the script to | 
reluctant to do so, | 
but in view of inability to get Hep- | 


Shelve ‘Jane Eyre 
‘Lady’ D. C. Repeat 


Washington, April 20, 

National, now Cap’s only legit spot 
since J, J. Leventhal gave up Belas- 
co to pix, will follow third week of 
celluloid ‘Good Earth’ with return 
of ‘First Lady’ for week beginning 
Monday (26). 

Ruth Draper comes in May 3 for 
first complete week in several years. 
Town has been week-stand for Cor- 
nelia Otis Skinner for three seasons. 


LANGNER SAYS 





> 











w= GUILD HAS NO 


PIX INTEREST 


| 
| Dayton, O., April 20. 





Stopping off here for the weekend 
|} on his way from Hollywood to New 
| eke: Lawrence Langner, Theatre 
| Guild director, said that he knew 
nothing of the reported agreement 
between the Guild and Leslie How- 


ard relative to a motion picture ven- 
His visit to the Coast had no 
bearing on any such proposition, he 
said. The Langners went to San 
Francisco first to visit Mrs. Lang- 
and the Eugene 
| O’Neill’s, and then dropped in on 
Hollywood for their first view of 


| the film colony. 

| Langner said the Guild would like 
| to see ‘Porgy and Bess’ put on the 
| screen, but as far as he knew no 
such arrangements had been com- 
pleted. Personally, he said he was 
a theatre man and not interested in 
pictures. 

The Guild next season will pro- 
duce a modern play by Sidney How- 
|} ard, ‘The Ghost of Yankee Doodle,’ 
la Ben Hecht play, “To Quito and 
| Back,’ et al. He and Mrs. Langner 
are also working on a new play. 
| Langner has great hopes for the 
road and thinks much good will 
come from the convention of the 
American Theatre council in New 
York in May. He remarked that ‘if 
every playwright of established 
reputation would write one good 
play each season there would be 
enough produced in the legitimate 
drama to afford substantial road 
show seasons for the inland cities.’ 


ture. 


}ner’s mother 





After operating their Westport 

cow barn summer theatre for six 

Robert E. Sherwood and Mrs. ! years, the Langners have leased it 
Sherwood sail Saturday (24) for | for this season in order that Lang- 
Genoa. Will be there a week, con- | ner may devote himself to his patent 


tinue on to Greece, then return to 
Italy. Intend spending summer in 


England, getting to London in time | 


Marilyn Miller's Sisters Disclaim 
O'Brien's Right to Share in Estate 


for Coronation. 

Plan to return to America about 
mid-September. Playwright hopes 
to finish two scripts while away, 
having been working on one for two 
years. 


Plan No. 3 ‘You Can’t’ 








Third company of ‘You Can’t Take 


It with You’ is being cast by Sam 
Harris for opening Labor Day in 
Boston. Roy Johnson has already 
been cast as the xylophone player, 
deal being set by William Liebling. 
Original ‘You Can't’ production is 
one of Broadway's top comedy hits 
and is certain to run through the 
summer and probably well into next 
season, 
llth week in Chicago. 

Also understood Harris is recast- 
ing ‘Stage Door’ for early fall re- 
opening 


Bernice Claire in ‘Waltz’ 
St. Louis, April 20. 


Second company is in its | 


law business. 


Several ‘Abie’ Cos. 
Besides B’way Troupe 





‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ is dated for re- 
vival at the Little, N. Y., in mid- 
May and Anne Nichols also plans 
several ‘Abie’s’ for out-of-town show- 
ing. Authoress-manager will follow 
the same lines as when her record- 
run comedy was current on Broad- 
way and half a dozen companies 
toured. 

Miss Nichols operates the Little 
and proposes renting theatres in key 
stands as she did when the ‘Abie’ 
companies originally toured. At the 
time she was not in accord with the 
restrictions of the Shubert nor the 
Klaw & Erlanger booking offices and 
secured houses out of town under 
lease. Some theatres so obtained 
were formerly burlesque spots, but 


the success of ‘Abie’ was not im- 
paired. 
Understood that the combined 


booking forces called the United 
Booking offices has advised Miss 
Nichols that if booking any of their 
out-of-town. theatres, ‘Abie’ must 
play no other houses. She refused 
to be so tied up and leases on in- 
dependent theatres are in negotia- 
tion. 

Boston will see one of the ‘Abie’s’ 
soon after the Broadway revival gets 
under way. Casts have been lined 
up, players formerly with the show 
being interviewed. Only casting to 
be completed is the selection of juve- 
niles and ingenues. 


Hollywood Call Sends 


Jutiet Forbes Into ‘Rat’ 


Juliet Forbes replaces Wyn Cahoon 
in the original production of ‘Brother 
Rat’ at the Biltmore, N. Y., beginning 
with tonight’s (Wednesday) perform- 
ance. Miss Forbes recently closed 
in ‘Stage Door.’ 

Miss Cahoon is under a term con- 
tract to Columbia and was originally 
skedded to stay with ‘Rat’ through 
the season, but studio wants to go in 
production with pic immediately. 





COAST BARNS OPEN 
Fred Rath Plans Broadway-Holly- 
wood Straw Hat at Newport, Cal. 








Newport, Cal., April 20. 

Taking stock of the eastern barns 
and town halls filled with summer 
legit companies, Fred Rath, former 
Paramount writer, is organizing such 
an outfit here, This shore town is 
several miles south of Los Angeles 
on the highway to San Diego. 

Professional company is being or- 
ganized, known as the Broadway- 
Hollywood Players, to present latest 
Broadway successes. New plays also 
will be given tryouts. An apprentice 
group and junior stock company will 
be maintained at Laguna Beach, still 
farther south. 

Rath, formerly associated in own- 
ership of the summer treatre at 
Ivorytown, Conn., declares Equity 
has okayed the plan. 














Contest over the will of the late 
Marilyn Miller discloses her estate 
to be much less than generally an- 
ticipated. Outside of a $60,000 trust 
fund bequeathed to her mother, as- 
sets amount to $31,000, but there are 
$34,000 in claims against that money, 
Chester O’Brien, who was in the 
chorus of ‘As Thousands Cheer’ when 
she wed him, 18 months before she 
died, seeks to set aside the trust 
fund, claiming a dower right. Con- 
tention is made that the will was 
dated two years before they became 
acquainted. 

Star was believed to be independ- 
ently wealthy, it being estimated that 
at one time Miss Miller was worth 
as much as $1,000,000. She was the 
highest-paid ingenue in show busi- 











Bernice Claire will appear with ness, getting from $3,000 to $4,000 
Gladys Baxter and Guy Robertson weekly and sometimes even more, 
in the leading roles of ‘The Great when appearing in ‘Sally’ and 
Waltz,’ opering production of 1937 ‘Sunny.’ both of which had long runs 
Municipal operas season starting, at the Ne. Amsterdam, N. Y., also 
June 4, and running for 10 con- extended tours, star getting 10% of 
secutive nights. This will be the, the gross She drew down big 
operetta’s first outdoor prese=t>t' on. money. too, in Hollywood for a time, 

Miss Cla‘re will be makin d>>ut! Just what became of Miss Miller's 


in alfresco theatre in Forest Park. 


tune has not been disclosed, al- 


though she spent money freely and 
aided all comers who reached her 
with a sad story. Opposing O’Brien’s 
claim are Miss Miller's two sisters, 
Clare Montgomery and Ruth Swee- 
ney. Mrs. Montgomery was formerly 
married to James McGowan, one- 
time prominent vaudeville agent. 

In court it was’ testified that 
O’Brien did not support his wife. 
Among other things it was claimed 
he did not visit her often at the hos- 
pital but an attache testified he was 
there ‘morning, noon and night.’ One 
sister said the star died in her arms, 
with other testimony saying the same 
thing in favor of O’Brien. 

Estate was willed to Edwin Rey- 
nolds, her father, of New Orleans; 
her mother, now Mrs. Ada Thompson 
of Hollywood, who was not well 
enough to attend the funeral. and 
Mrs. Carrie Carter, mother of Frank 
Carter, her first husband. There 


vided among them, whereas the sis- 
ters would ultimately participate in 
the trust fund. 

Decision was reserved with coun- 
sel ordered to file briefs within two 





weeks. 


appears to be no residue to be di- | 


Schwartz and Stallings in Huddle 
With Rockefellers on Plans for Spec 








Tryout for Skowhegan 


‘Prodigal Father,” new modern 
comedy by William E,. Barry, will 
be tried out this summer at Skow- 
hegan, Me., with Arthur Byron, and 
probably Mary Phillips and Mary 
Rogers. Intend doing it on Broadway 
when and if successful. 

If show doesn’t click Byron may 
return to Hollywood in the fall. Has 
no other plans. 


THEATRE GROUP 
TO ENCOURAGE 
THE ROAD 








After discussion and upon learn- 
ing that a number of out-of-town 
theatre men plan to be present at 
the American Theatre Council con- 
vention starting May 24 in New York, 
it was decided that the touring of 
plays and the problem of ‘meeting 
more effectively the renewed in- 
terest’ out of town in the drama will 
be the main topics to be considered 
by the conventionites. A populous | 
advisory board had about been com- 
pleted. It is expected that in addi- 
tion to addresses by those of the pro- 





fession to secure ‘critical contribu- 
tions by representative of playgoing 
groups.’ 

Some in Equity have looked on 
the new association with some sus- 
picion, They want to examine the 
proposed constitution adopted by 
their own council, fearing the pos- 
sibility of Equity delivering itself 
into ‘the hands of the managers.’ | 

Advisory Board 

Paul N. Turner and Warren P.,) 
Munsell, executive directors of the 
convention, have just announced the 
personnel of the Advisory Board to 
be as follows. though additional 


names will be added during the next 


few days: 

New York: Alfred Lunt, Lynn 
Fontanne, Charles Coburn, Maurice 
Evans, Walter Huston, Helen Hayes, 
Brock Pemberton, Gilbert Miller, 
Gene Buck, Brooks Atkinson, Burns 
Mantle, John Mason Brown, Herman 
Shumlin, Theresa Helburn, Antoi- 
nette Perry, Norman Bel Geddes, 
Lee Simonson, William McBride, 
Daniel Frohman, Martin Beck, Adri- 
enne Morrison, Lee Shubert, John 
Golden, Frank Case, Anne Morgan, 
Emanuel Celler, Jack Pulaski 
(VARIETY. ) 


New Haven: William Lyon Phelps, 
Walter Prichard Eaton. 
Philadelphia: Arthur 
Quinn, William K. Huff. 
Washington: Andrew R. Kelley. 
Chicago: Claudia Cassidy, Sam P. 
Gerson, 
Denver: A. M. Oberfelder. - 
Madison, Wis.: Asher Levy. 
Baltimore: Leonard B. McLaughlin, 
Warren Wilmer Brown, Louis Az- 
rael. 
Detroit: 
Wilson. 
Cleveland: Carl Hanna. 


Hobson 


E. D. Stair, Alfred G. 


Boston: L. A. Sloper, Elinor 
Hughes, Elliot Norton. 
St. Louis: Solvin McPherson, 


Charles J, Cella. 

Albany: C. R. Roseberry. 

Buffalo: William E. J. Martin. 

Memphis: Harry Martin. 

Des Moines: Kenneth Clayton. 

Louisville: Boyd Martin. 

Newark: Edward S. Hipp. 

Charlotte, N. C.: T. D. Kemp, Jr. 

Dayton: A. S. Kany. 

Providence: Garrett Byrnes. 

Montreal: S. Morgan-Powell. 

Elmer Kenyon, formerly of Car- 
negie Tech (Pitt.) little theatre, and 
the Theatre Guild, is p. a. for the 
convention, Ray Henderson and 
Helen Deutsch having withdrawn 
because of the pressure of other 
work. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Room Service’—George Abbott. 

‘Sea Legs’—Bannister & Byrne. 

‘Orchids Preferred’ — Charles 
Abramson. 

‘Without Warning’—A. L. Jones. 
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Arthur Schwartz and Laurence - 


Stallings are huddling today 
(Wednesday) with Radio City board 
of strategy for possible production 
of their operetta, ‘Virginia,’ at the 
Center theatre, N. Y., this fall. Pair 


arrived from Europe late Monday 
(19) and immediately confabbed 
with Rockefeller group, 

In addition to his other plans, 
Schwartz is toying with the idea of 
producing legit shows on his own 
in the fall. Brought script of ‘Three 
Blind Mice,’ unproduced play by 
Stephen Powys, which he would like 
to do. Also considering American 
production of same author’s ‘Wise 
Tomorrow, current London success. 
Doesn’t know whether to produce 
alone or in association with some- 
one else. 

Besides extensive writing to com- 
plete score of ‘Virginia’ while away, 
Schwartz took time out to look over 
actors for ‘Between the Devil,’ mu- 
sical by himself and Howard Dietz, 
which Shuberts will produce in the 
fall. Jack Buchanan and Evelyn 
Laye are set for the cast. Yvonne 
Printemps may do other lead, but 
contracts weren’t signed. Show goes 
into rehearsal in August. 

While Schwartz and Stallings are 
now dickering with Radio City execs 
regarding possible production of 
‘Virginia’ by Music Hall staff in the 
Center theatre, no definite decision 
is expected for at least a week. 
Neither book nor score is completed 
and deadline isn’t until May 8. 

Feeling around Rockefeller Center, 
however, is that show will be next 
tenant of the Center and that Music 
Hall staff will do it. Will be another 
elaborate production, similar in size 


to ‘White Horse Inn’ and ‘Great 
Waltz,’ if and when. Understood 
Rockefeller’s idea in producing on 


their own would be to insure stable 
and permanent production policy for 
the Center. 


HEAVY LEGIT RUN FOR 
L.A. THROUGH TO JULY 


Los Angeles, April 20. 

Booked nearly solid until around 
July 1, Biltmore theatre here will 
have its longest legit season in years. 
House currently is housing Homer 
Curran’s Coast production of ‘Tova- 
rich.’ 

Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
come in May 24 for two weeks of 
‘Idiot’s Delight,’ and follow that with 
two weeks of their new play, 
‘Amphytrion.’ “Dead End’ comes in 
June 7 for three weeks. 

Already set for next season are 
‘Brother Rat,’ ‘You Can’t Take It 
With You’ and ‘The Woman.’ 


‘Hitch Your Wagon’ 
Gets Leblang Tieup 














New arrangement has been en- 
tered into concerning ‘Hitch Your 
Wagon,’ 48th Street, N. Y.. whereby 
a cut-rate deal with Leblang’s will 
carry the show along for at least two 
more weeks. Those interested in the 
plan, in addition to the ticket agency, 
are the producers, Pearson & Baruch, 
and Sam Grisman, who operates the 
house with Jack Kirkland. 

‘Wagon,’ which attracted some at- 
tention out of town, and also was 
objected to by John Barrymore, be- 
cause of its theme, drew a mild press 
and similar attendance. Understood 
the cast agreed to a salary cut. 





Henderson Planning 
Ann Arbor Fest Bills 


Detroit, April 20. 

Robert Henderson, back from the 
Coast, after eight months’ directing 
plays there, is completing plans for 
the eighth annual Ann _ Arbor 
(Mich.) dramatic festival, which 
opens May 17 in Ann Arbor. Program: 
will contain ‘Tovarich’ and six of 
Noel Coward's ‘Tonight at 8:30’ play- 
lets. 

Understood festival will also in- 
clude several of Henderson's recent 
Hollywood productions, including 
‘Merchant of Venice’ and ‘Parnell.’ 
Henderson's arrival at Ann Arbo: 
for the spring season was delay: 
by his production of ‘Merchant’ : 
Hollywood Playhouse. 
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‘diot's Delight, $18,000, ‘Red, Hot: 
$16,500, in Short W’k, Chi’s Pacers 





Chicago, April 20. 

Two new shows arrived last week 
and proceeded to garner genuine 
shekels. ‘Idiot’s Delight’ got away 
to capacity as the final bill of the 
American Theatre Society-Theatre 
Guild and is a cinch for bulging 
walls during its stay. 

Bad luck prevented opening of 
‘Red Hot and Blue’ at Grand Tues- 
day (13) night, with the audience 
sent home at 8:50 when the curtain 
failed to go up due to scenery 
trouble. Opened on Wednesday and 
built rapidly from then on, Selling 
three weeks in advance, 

Yiddish play, ‘Water Carrier’ fin- 
ished its stay at the Selwyn last 
night (Monday), with the house 
dark until April 26, when ‘Close 
Quarters’ opens as the first top-flight 
legit premiere Chicago has had in 
years. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Sdiot’s Delight,’ Erlanger (1,400; 
$2.75) (2nd week). Getting ‘em in 


with a shoehorn for a smash. Bet- 
ter than $18,000 on its first week. 


‘Red Hot and Blue,’ Grand (1,300; 
$3.85) (2nd week). Opened Wednes- 
day (14) and touched good $16,500 in 
first six performances. Got rave no- 
tices. 

‘The Water Carrier,” Selwyn 
(1,000; $2.75). Closed here last night 
(Monday) with around $7,500, okay. 


‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Harris (1,000; $2.75) (11th week). 
Feeling the competition; good 
enough, however, at $14,500 for last 
week. 

WPA 


‘Lonely Man,’ Blackstone. Abra- 
ham Lincoln fantasy opening post- 
poned again. Having difficulty with 
scenic designers and workers. 


‘Mississippi Rainbow,’ Princess. 
Colored cast show doing well on fine 
word-of-mouth. 


TOVARICH IN L. A. 
PREMIERE AT $5.50 


Hollywood, April 20. 

Continuing as the town’s sole legit, 
aside from the Federal Theatre 
Project shows, Henry Duffy’s Coast 
production of ‘Boy Meets Girl’ had 
another clear field last week and 
currently went into its final stanza. 
Biltmore relighted (19) with Homer 
Curran’s Coast version of “Tovarich,’ 
which preemed at $5.50 top. 


Estimates for Last Week - 


‘Boy Meets Girl,’ El Capitan (C- 
1,570; $1.65) (6th week). Trade 
started slipping and at around $4,000 
not so profitable. Current week 


final. 
WPA 


‘Merchant of Venice,’ Hollywood 
Playhouse. Currently in final week, 
folding Sunday (25). Successor, 
opening April 29, will be ‘Help 
Yourself,’ farce by Paul Vulpius. 

‘Blind Alley,’ Mayan. Closing date 
advanced to May 2 after fairly sub- 
stantial run. 

‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ (dramatic 
puppet version) Beaux Arts. In for 
four days starting (22), 











Mexico City, April 20. 
‘Tovarich’ an outstanding click in 


Spanish by an Iberian company at 
the Teatro Arbeu here. 


Two N. Y. FTP Shows 
Skedded for Wash. 0.0. 


Hallie Flanagan, national director 
of the WPA theatre project, has de- 
cided to show two of the New York 
presentations in Washington so that 
Senators and representatives may 
lamp the attractions. Idea is a step 
towards ultimately obtaining Fed- 
eral grants annually to support her 
Plan for a national theatre. 


‘Dr. Faustus,’ current at the Elliott, 
N. Y., and ‘Power,’ playing the Ritz, 
N. Y., are the plays selected. For- 
mer is due in the capital the middle 
of May. After a week or so in 








Washington, ‘Faustus’ will be brought 
back and will alternate with a WPA | 


musical tentatively known as “The 
Machine Age.’ 

Mrs. Flanagan also announced a 
collegiate playwriting contest, spon- 
sored by the WPA and a weekly 
formed national collegiate advisory 
committee. Contest is expected to 
Stimulate student interest in drama, 
establishment of a central college 
Play bureau and to further student 
interest in WPA shows. Any en- 
rolled college student can submit 
Scripts of full length plays without 
restrictions although plays ‘with a 
background of contemporary Amer- 
ican life are preferred.’ 
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Tallulah’s ‘Glory,’ 116, 
Nice ’Nuf in St. Loo 


St. Louis, April 20. 

‘Reflected Glory,’ with Tallulah 
Bankhead heading cast, ended week 
stand at American theatre here Sat- 
urday (18) with take of approxi- 
mately $11,000 for nice biz. 

Ruth Draper began four perform- 
ances of her character sketches yes- 
terday (Monday) (19), with house 
scaled to $2.20, 


FOLLIES’ SMASH 
$25,000 IN DET. 


Detroit, April 20. 

Cass, after week’s idleness, again 
socked away another beaucoup gross 
last week. ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ first 
stanza of fortnight stay net big 
$25,000 in nine performances at $3.30 
top. Absence of Gypsy Rose Lee 
from cast apparently meant little 
to this burg, which anually hocks 
everything for a seat at the ‘Follies.’ 

Second session of musical, opening 
Sunday (18), got off nicely and prob- 
ably will be finale of legit season 
here this year. House starts road- 
showing ‘Good Earth’ flicker next 
Monday (26). Meanwhile, local WPA 
theatre project continues at oke clip. 
‘Paths of Glory’ opened Thursday 
(15) for two-week’s stand at People’s 
theatre, with largest crowd on hand 
since project reopened coupla 
months ago. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Ziegfeld Follies’ (Cass; 1,400; $3.30 
top). Despite absence of Gypsy Rose 
Lee from cast, musical snared beau- 
coup $25,000 in nine performances 
first session. Continues for second 
stanza, after which house roadshows 
‘Good Earth’ (MG) film. Doubtful if 
any more plays will be shown this 
season of around 35 weeks, a new 
post-depression record. 


LETTY’ GETS $3,500 
IN MPLS. FOURSOME 


Minneapolis, April 20. 
Charlotte Greenwood in ‘Leaning 
on Letty’ drew a fair $3,500 for three 
nights and matinee at the Metro- 
politan. Show closes in Kansas City 
May 2, and Miss Greenwood sails a 
week later for London again. 
No other legit roadshow attrac- 
tions in prospect here this season. 


Two Shows Out 


‘The Masque of Kings’ will close 
at the Majestic, N. Y., this week 
after playing 11 weeks. It drew 
moderately well at the Shubert with 
an average of $15,000, moving from 
that house last week. 


























‘MASQUE OF KINGS’ 

Opened Feb. 8, °37. Most 
of the first-stringers thought 
well of this Maxwell Anderson 
effort, but Anderson (Journal) 
found it ‘stuffed and stuffy.’ 

VARIETY (Ibee) said: ‘Doubt- 
ful of winning more than mod- 
erate popularity.’ 











‘Marching Song’ suddenly folded 
at the Bayes last Saturday. Prop- 
aganda drama played nine weeks to 
light takings in roof spot. 





‘MARCHING SONG’ 


Opened Feb. i7, 37. Theatre 
Union’s first uptown effort 
wasn’t altogether well received. 
Watts (Tribune) saw it as a 
‘powerful and exciting drama,’ 
but few of his confreres saw it 
in the same light. 

Variety (Ibee) said it was 
‘not designed for the average 
playgoer.’ 


Shumlin-Curtis Musical? 











Herman Shumlin and Jack Curtis | 


will get together next season to pro- 
duce a musical, Shumlin’s first ven- 
ture in that field of the theatre. 
Book, music, etc., are still pretty 
much up in the air. Only definite 
point is star, who will be Lou Holtz. 
Arthur Kober may do the book. 








WPA’s ‘Parade’ Musical 
OK 26 in 4 Frisco Shows 


San Francisco, April 20. 

‘Swing Parade,’ new musical ex- 
travaganza by Max Dill and Richard 
Melville, got off to fine start Thurs- 
day (16) at the Alcazar, new home 
of the Federal Theatre Project here. 
Show ran much too long opening 
night, but after some judicious cut- 
ting in the second act the Federal 
Theatres will have a production of 
considerable popular appeal. “Tova- 
rich’ closed at the Curran Saturday 
(17) after a run of four weeks. 
Homer Curran’s production of the 
comedy has moved South, where it 
opened at the Biltmore, in Los An- 
geles, last night (Monday). 

Estimates for Last Week 

*‘Tovarich’ (Curfan) (1,500; $2.50) 
(4th week). Closed to excellent biz 
at $12,000. Could have lasted another 
four stanzas, but booked for the 
Biltmore, Los Angeles, 

WPA 

‘Swing Parade’ (Alcazar) (four 
performances) (1,000; 50). Max Dill 
musical show reopened the Alcazar, 
which had been closed since Henry 
Duffy’s ill-fated production of ‘Meet 
My Sister’ last fall. Cozy atmos- 
phere of this house should fit the 
needs of the Federal Theatre Project 
much better than the Columbia, for- 
merly occupied by FTP here. Did 
around $2,000 during first four days. 


D’Oyle Op Grabs 
$23,000 in Hub: 
‘Waltz’ $18,000 


Boston, April 20. 

D’Oyle Carte Co. topped the field 
here in first week (three more to 
go). ‘Great Waltz,’ back for two- 
week stand at Opera House, showing 
satisfactory stamina; ‘Brother Rat’ 
took okay coin in 10th frame. 

Shubert being used currently for 
roadshow of ‘Lost Horizon’ film. 

Estimates for Last Week 

D’Oyle Carte, Colonial ($3.30) (st 
week). Hub always goes nuts over 
this company. Every performance 
solid, meaning better than $23,000. 

‘Great Waltz,’ Opera House ($2.20). 
(Ist week). Okay reception for this 
return booking, around $18,000. One 
more week. , 

‘Brother Rat,’ Plymouth ($2.75) 
(10th week). Still holding good 
$9,000 clip, with the end not in 
sight. 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of April 19) 

















‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Chestnut, 
Philadelphia. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ E) Capitan, 
Hollywood. 

_ ‘Brother Rat,’ Plymouth, Bos- 

ton. 

‘Close Quarters,’ Nixon Pitts- 
burgh. 


‘Dead End,’ Capitol, Albany, 
N. Y., 19; Bushnell Aude, Hart- 
ford, Conn., 20, 21; Shubert, New 
Haven, Conn., 22, 23, 24. 

D’Oyly Carte Repertory, Colo- 
nial, Boston. 

‘First Lady’ (Jane Cowl), 
Para, Toledo, 19; Victory, Day- 
ton, 20; Colonial, Akron, 21; Park, 
Youngstown, 22; Shea, Erie, Pa., 
23; Masonic Aude, Rochester, 
N. Y., 24. 

‘Follies,’ Cass, Detroit. 

‘Great Waltz,’ Opera House, 
Boston. 

‘Idiot’s Delight’ (Lunt and 
Fontanne), Erlanger, Chicago. 

‘Leaning on Letty’ (Post 
Road’), Davidson, Milwaukee, 18, 
19, 20, 21; English, Indianapolis, 
22, 23, 24. 

‘Red Hot and Blue,’ 
Chicago. 

‘Reflected Glory’ (Tallulah 
Bankhead), Shrine Aude, Des 
Moines, 19; Aude, Kansas City, 
20, 21; Arcadia, Wichita, Kans., 
22: Convention Hall, Tulsa, 23; 
Warner, Oklahoma City, 24. 

Ruth Draper, Aude, Kansas 
City, 18; American, St. Louis, 19, 
20, 21; Cox, Cincinnati, 22, 23, 24. 

San Carle Opera, Auditorium, 
Chicago. 

‘Susan and God,’ Forrest, Phil- 
adelphia. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Adler, Marsh- 
field, Wis., 19; Sheboygan, She- 
boygan, Wis., 20; Rialto, Racine, 
Wis., 21; LaCrosse, LeCrosse, 
Wis., 22, 23; Chateau, Rochester, 
Minn, ,24. 

*‘Tovarich,’ Biltmore, Los 
geles. 

‘You Can't Take it With You,’ 
Harris. Chicago. 

‘Water Carrier’ (Yiddish), Sel- 
wyn, Chicago. 


Grand, 


An- 


Babes, $17,000, Excursion,’ $10,000 “ 
End B'way's Run of Spring Bloomers 





——— 


Spring production period's string 
of mediocrities was severed last 
week by the box office status of two 
new arrivals, ‘Babes in Arms,’ Shu- 
bert, and ‘Excursion,’ Vanderbilt. 
Neither has played long enough to 
indicate smash scoring but both are 
regarded as aimed for success, 

‘Babes’ opened mid-week, but had 
two paid previews and_e grossed 
$17,000 in seven times. Normal gross 
should be $20,000 or more weekly. 
After fine notices, ‘Excursion’ exhib- 
ited a light call in the agencies, but 
built and by Saturday (17) it looked 
set for a stay, getting around $10,000, 
which figure is the best the Vander- 
bilt has recorded in some time. 

It was a fair week generally, there 
being little doubt that New York 
state’s income tax was a deterrent, 
but there were no heavy declines. 
Grosses of the leaders continued 
good and attendance for standouts 
like ‘The Women,’ ‘You Can’t Take 
It with You’ and ‘Yes, My Darling 
Daughter’ was in no way affected. 

‘Dead End’ slashed its scale in half 
and is now $1.65 top. “Tobacco Road’ 
has been operated at the same scale 
for more than a year, so that there 
are two pop priced shows on the 
list. 

There are two openings this week, 
with next week having one listed 
‘Without Warning’—which, however, 
may not open until the week of May 
3. “The Masque of Kings’ will close 
this week at the Majestic. ‘Marching 
Song’ stopped at the Bayes Saturday 
(17). 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Babes in Arms,’ Shubert (2d 
week) (M-1,382-$3.85). Good press 








‘SUSAN’ $11,000, 
‘BOY’ 86, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 20. 

With the Erlanger without any- 
thing to come following the road- 
show ‘Lost Horizon,’ which is now 
in its 7th week in Philly (5 at the 
Chestnut and 2 out here) only two 
houses promising anything in the 
way of legit are the Forrest and 


Chestnut. 

Former has ‘Orchids Preferred,’ 
musical try-out, skedded for two 
weeks starting next Monday (26); 
Forrest also still mentions a week 
of Katharine Cornell doing both 
‘Candida’ and ‘Wingless Victory,’ 
along about the middle or end of 
May, although this seems a little 
doubtful. 

Chestnut is doing well with ‘Boy 
Meets Girl’ (return) and will get 
the allotted four weeks without 
question with a good chance of six 
or eight, house staff predicts. Noth- 
ing else on the calendar. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Susan and God’ (Forrest, 1,700: 
$2.50 top). Notices n. s. g., with one 
exception, but Gertrude Lawrence’s 
name real magnet. Reported $11,000 
and in for second and final week 
with ‘Orchids Preferred’ (musical) 
next Monday. 

‘Boy Meets Girl’ (Chestnut, 1,500; 
$2). Doing very well indeed with 
pop-priced scale and sure of four 
weeks promised with more likely: 
$8,000 meant real profit. 


As Maine Gaie—fenties 


Hollywood, April 20. 
Melville Burke, director of the 
Lakewood theatre at Skowhegan, 
Me., is here lining up picture talent 
for the summer session, starting 
June 28, 
Frankie Thomas has been 
for the lead in ‘Seventeen.’ 


Mt. Vernon Stock Try 


Mt. Vernon, N. Y., April 20. 

The Manhattan Players presenting 
eight weeks of stock at the West- 
chester Woman’s Club here. Dulcy 
Cooper and Howard Negley in leads. 
First production was ‘Biography.’ 
This week’s offering is ‘Personal Ap- 
pearance.’ 

First stock in town in eight years. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Roscoe Ates, Dorothy Stone, 
Charles Collins, Kathryn Mayfield, 
Rosie Moran, Mary Sargent, Charles 
King, ‘Sea Legs.’ 

Doris Vinton, ‘Orchids Preferred.’ 

Philip Loeb, Alexander Osro, Hans 
Robert, Sam Levene, Margaret Mul- 
len, Teddy Hart, Betty Field, Eddie 
Albert, ‘Room Service.’ 





signed 


Barbara Brown, ‘Behind Red 
Lights.’ 
Juliet Forbes, Barry Sullivan, 


‘Brother Rat.’ 


and excellent business; should top 
$20,000 regularly; got $17,000 in 
seven performances, including pre- 
view parties, 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Cort (74th week) 
(C - 1,059 - $3.30), Getting around 
$8,000 on average weeks and en- 
gagement indefinite; may move to 
make way for ‘Room Service.’ 


‘Behind Red Lights,’ 46th Sireet 
| (15th week) (D-1,375-$3.30). Moved 
here from Mansfield Monday and 


will be cut-rated more extensively; 
rated around $7,500 last week. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (19th 
week) (C-991-$3.30). Eased off like 
most shows last week, but is clean- 
ing up; turned handy profit with 
takings over $11,000. 

‘Curtain Call,” Golden (ist week) 
(CD-789-$3.30). Presented by Jack 
Quigley and Irving Schachtel; writ- 
ten by LeRoy Bailey; opens Thurs- 
day (22). 

‘Dead End,’ Belasco (78th week) 
(CD-1,000-$1.65). Has cut scale in 
half; run of drama indefinite: making 
some coin; $5,500 last week 

‘Excursion,’ Vanderbilt (3d week) 
(D-804-$3.30). First full week 
figured around $10,000; agency call 
slowly developed, with ticket sales 
lively by Saturday; critics follow-up 
in Sunday papers will help further. 

‘Frederika,’ Imperial (11th week) 
(O-1,468-$3.85). Slid to around $11,- 
500, but with operating cost cut 
operetta probably bettered even 
break last week. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(9th week) (CD-1,006-$3.30). Looks 
like cinch through summer: laugh 


show held up very well last week 
and topped $13,000. 
‘High Tor,’ Beck (15th week) 


(D-1,214-$3.30). Some performances 
off, but holding to excellent grosses 
since critics’ prize award; $18,000 
estimated. 

‘Hitch Your Wagon,’ 48th St. (3d 
week) (CD-969-$3.30). Cut rate deal 
will carry this one for another week 


or so; looks doubtful; $3,500 esti- 
mated. 
‘Miss Quis,’ Miller (3d week) 


(C-944-$3.30). Said to have showed 
operating profit with takings around 
$5,500; some aid from theatre parties. 


‘Penny Wise,’ Morosco (1st week) 
(C-96)-$3.30). Presented by Juliana 
Morgan; written by Jean Ferguson 
Black; opened Monday getting mild 
press. 


‘Show Is On,’ Winter Garden (18th 
week) (R-1,671-$4.40), Somewhat 
off early last week, but closed 
strongly again with takings at $30,- 
000; easily topping list. 

‘Sun Kissed,’ Little (7th week 
(C-532-$3.30). Playing to smal 
money; around $2,500; due to be fol- 
lowed next month by revival of 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose.’ 

‘The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,’ 
Hudson (8th week) (D-1,017-$3.30). 
Imported melodrama drawing on 
lower floor, but upstairs away off; 
around $7,000. 


‘The Eternal Road,’ Manhattan 
O. H. (6th week) (M-2,780-$3.30), 
Advertising final performance May 
i biblical spectacle rated around 


‘The Masque of Kings,’ Majestic 
Qlith week) (D-1,770-$3.30). Final 
week; dined after moving here from 
Shubert; estimated under $8,000. 


‘The Women,’ Barrymore (17th 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Straight show 
is cleaning up and will go through 
summer with aid of new cooling sys- 
tem; over $21,000 again. 

‘Tobacco Road, Forrest (i76th 
week) (D-1,017-$1.65). One of the 
list’s mysteries; goes along to mod- 
erate coin, but regularly makes 
profit; $5,500 average. 

‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (28th week) 
(CD-1,036-$3.30). Slightly off from 
previous week, but still getting ex- 
cellent grosses; nearly $16,000. 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Broadhurst (re- 
sumed eng.) (60th week) (D-1,110- 
$3.30). Bit down, too, as with most 
attractions last week, but getting exe 
cellent money: nearly $16,500. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
house (11th week) (C-878-$3.30), 
End of list is heavy with hits; this 
lone getting around $16,000 weekly} 
standees most shows. 

‘You Can't Take It with You,’ 
| Booth (19th week) (C-704-$3.30), 
| Nothing interferes with pace of this 
| comedy smash, which gets more than 
$15,000 weekly and always to stande 
ing room, 





Revivals, Etc. 
‘King Richard, I,’ St. 
amazing draw of 


James} 
Shakespearean 


‘| drama continues to big money; $18,- 


000. 

‘Candida,’ Empire; first full week 
of revival well over $17,000; not far 
under capacity. 

‘Marching’ Song,’ 
suddenly. 

‘Naughty Naught,’ American Musie 
Hall; melodrama, beer, booze, 

WPA 


Bayes; closed 


‘Professor Mamlock,’ Daly's. 

‘The Sun and I,’ Adelphi. 

‘Power,’ Ritz. 

‘Dr. Faustus,’ E)liott. 

‘The Show Off.’ Lafavette. Harlem, 
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Plays on Broadway 





BABES IN ARMS 


Dwight Deere Wiman musical comedy 
production in two acts and fourteen scenes. 
Book, score and lyrics by Richard Rodgers 
and Lorenz Hart; staged by Robert Sin- 
clair; dances, George Balanchine; settings, 
Raymond Sovey; costumes, Helene Pons; 
orchestra, Gene Salzer; orchestrations, 
Hans Spialek; personally supervised by Wi- 
man; at Shubert, N. Y., commencing April 


14, '37; $3.85 top ($5.50 premiere scale). 
Cast: Mitzi Green, Ray Heatherton, Duke 
McHale, Wynn Murray, Rolly Pickert, 
Grace and Ray McDonald, Ethel Intro- 
poldi, Jere Delaney, George E. Mackay, 
Aileen Poe, Alfred Drake, George Watts, 
Kenneth Wilkins, Bob Fishelson, Dana 
Hardwick, Douglas Perry, LeRoy James, 
Harold and Fayard Nicholas, Aljan De 
Loville, Alvin Kerr, George E. Mack, Bob- 


Elenore Tennis, Gloria Franklin, 
Jean Owens, Ted Gary, Don 
Bennett, Verna Ceders, 


by Lane, 
Mitzi Dahl, 
Liberto, Libby 
Mickey Herson, Marjorie Jane, Betty Lee, 
Connie Leslie, Audrey Palmer, Claire Har- 
vey, Davenie Watson, Stella Clausen, Tania 
Clell, Eleanore Fiata, and Edgar Fairchild. 
Adam Carrell at the piano. 





‘Babes In Arms’ is a field day for 
a Hollywood talent scout. Dwight 
Wiman and Rodgers and Hart must 
have combed the juvenile nitery. 
radio and vaudeville fields of all 
the worthy young blood under 21 
and presented it intact in $3.85 mu- 
sical comedy fashion. With: the aid 
of a. fertile Rodgers and Hart score. 
and an engaging libretto, ‘Babes In 
Arms,’ with its galaxy of juvenile 
talent, is good value. That its weighty 
second act, perhaps, needlessly en- 
cumbers a highly favorable forepart 
impression is chiefly a processing 
deficiency which pruning and preen- 
ing should well overcome. 


For the trade end of legit produc- 
tion, the general versatility and im- 
mediately appealing tunefulness of 
the Rodgers and Hart songs mani- 
fests the transmutation of the screen 
technique to Broadway. When they 
write ’em for the screen, the tunes 
must be immediately. fetching; little 
ef the old-school idea of writing a 
score and plugging perhaps one or 
two of the ditties into slow hitdom. 


Already, to berin with. ‘Babes’ 
came in with a couple of the songs 
rather well in the air. That’s the 
radio, of course. But apart from 
‘Where or: When’ and ‘Johnny One- 
‘Note,’ which had been aired around, 
as non-restricted tunes, the surprise 
lyrics of the other songs impress 
on first hearing. Songs like ‘The 
Lady Is A Tramp,’ ‘All At Once,’ 
‘Imagine,’ ‘My Funny Valentine’ and 
*Way Out West In West End Ave- 
nue’ are among those which should 
likewise find favor. 


Mitzi Green, no longer a kid star, 
is the most prominent: cast name, 
but, otherwise, not distinguished in 
the billing save for her own per- 
sonal charm and inherent talent. But 
none the less effective is Ray Heath- 
erton from the radio (who sings 
like a bombastic baritone on the air, 
but who's otherwise a youngster). 
Then there is an extremely fetching 
ingenue, Grace McDonald, who 
danced with her brother Ray in the 
varieties and niteries, but who is 
spotted in ‘Babes’ opposite the jeal- 
ous Rolly Pickert. Her brother Ray 
is in a minor bit. (Miss) Wynn 
Murray is one of the real stand- 
outs, a buxom, Katesmithesque song- 
stress, who’s 16 and just out of a 
Scranton, Pa., church choir. She 
makes much of her ‘Johnny One- 
Note’ and ‘West End Ave.’ song 
opportunities. Incidentally, she’s cast 
as ex-Baby Rose, the kid star who 


good running mates with Heatherton. 
Pickert, only 17, does but a snatch 
of his stilts-dancing, in a John D. 
mask, in the Radio City ‘Imagine’ 
sequence, and is another hard-work- 
ing and ever-effective juve. The cal- 
ored Nicholas Bros. from the niteries 
—doubling with the Cotton Club— 
proved socko with their terp taps 
and blended well throughout. 


Mitzi Green, a comely adolescent 
now that she’s attained her technical 
stage majority of 16, is a seasoned 
but ever-ingratiating performer 
throughout, taking command of the 
situation when libretto exigencies 
demand it, but never assertive or 
needlessly obtrusive. Her handling 
of ‘Where or When’ with Heather- 
ton; their constant foiling with 
Drake; their ‘All At Once’ duet; and 
Miss Green’s whammo with an Ethel 
Mermanesque delivery of ‘The Lady 
Is A Tramp,’ left but one deficiency 
—the last encore necessitated a re- 
peat of the same verse, which would 
indicate Rodgers ard Hart might 
fortify her with an extra set of 
choruses, just in case. It’s a topical, 
ultra-modern song idea which lends 
itself to constant refurbishing abreast 
of the headlines of the day. Miss 
Murray, too, besides .her ‘Johnriy 
One-Note,’ likewise had a juicy song 
assignment with her treatment of 
‘Way Out West In West End Ave- 
nue.’ 


The book, where the breezy dialog 
affords the opportunities, is quite 
farcical; at other times it’s weighted 
down by its own story-bookishness. 
The situation with the grounded 
French flyer and the mike duplicity 
in faking a broadcast got a bit -out 
of hand, but that should be adjusted 
with some judicious editing. Abel. 


PENNY WISE 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 
Morosco, N: Y., April 19, ’37, by Juliana 
Morgan: written by Jean Ferguson Black; 
Linda Watkins, Irene Pureeli and Ken- 
neth MacKenna featured; staged by Arthur 


Sircom; $3.30. top. 

Fell... cecccccsesccccvecvcces Bertram Thorn 
TINA. .ccrvocccvveccccseveesers Irene Purcell 
Martha... ciccoccccedgeee++++ss Mildred Wall 
Gordon.....seesesece ve.-Kenneth MacKenna 
PORNY ..ccccvecccccessereecs Linda Watkins 
Katherine. ......cccccccsecs Nancy Sheridan 
Commissioner Dunm......+++++4 Albert Bergh 





Originally tried out in a rural spot 
two summers ago ‘Penny Wise 
seemed too chatty and that is still 
the impression. 

Third act gets somewhere but 
there is a welter of talk in between 
without enough laughs to leaven the 
performance. It is a well-writt®n 

lay though at least one chance to 
build up a comedy part was either 
passed up or the authoress didn’t 
work it out. : : 

The lazy brother of a philandering 
playwright is the character which 
should have had more attention and 
might have provided enough giggles 
even though the others, including 
three featured people, might not 
have liked it too well. 

Basic idea is not exactly new. In 
‘No More Ladies’ a wife invited the 
mistress of her husband for a week 
end and cured him of a tendency 
to philander, but that was a dis- 
tinctly more amusing comedy. In 
‘Penny Wise’ the current mistress of 
the husband and two of his ex- 
affairs are all in the party. But his 
wife, instead of being brilliant and 
resourceful, is so utterly oblivious to 
his strayings that, even when she 





complains she became passe in pic- 
tures at the ripe old age of seven. 
Duke McHale, not yet 20, is an- 
other who works hard and very ef- 
fectively in the stand-out George 
Balanchine ballet, in the second act. 
It’s built around the ‘Imagine’ song 
theme, wherein set-pieces portray a 
dream voyage to Hollywood, to 
Europe, to the African wilds, and 
back to reality. It’s a highly imagina- 
tive ternsichorean conception under 
the skillful Balanchine creativeness. 
Rolly Pickert and Alfred Drake are 


is told that the fellow intends go- 
ing away with ‘the current girl 
friend, she naively believes it is to 
be a trip really for her and doesn’t 
mind the idea of a third party. 
Penny has heard her writer- 
husband speak admiringly of Kath- 
erine, playreader for his producer. 
When she goes to the city to de- 
liver a script, Penny brings the girl 
back to Connecticut for the week 
end. When they arrive Tina and 
Martha, the two others with whom 
Gordon had affairs, are also there, 
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although neither was aware of the 
other’s status until they admit it to 
themselves. 

They’re just a bit jealous and on 
learning the identity of Katherine, 
they go to work on her. A trip to 
Brittan is mentioned—just the 
lace Gordon has promised to take 
er when the new play is pro- 
duced. Tina and Martha have the 
idea that to save a break-up be- 
tween Penny and Gordon, Katherine 
will have to understand the situation 
and break off the affair. Instead, 
Katherine figures that the only right 
thing is to tell the innocuous Penny 
the truth, at least she thinks she 
does, for at the curtain the wife is 
the unknowing winner. 

The best thing about Gordon is 
Penny and as played by Linda Wat- 
kins there is a certain charm to her 
playing that makes the final act 
worth while. Kenneth MacKenna, 
as the author, seems to labor with 
the part. They, with Irene Purcell, 
are featured, with Mildred Wall and 
Nancy Sferidan playing the two 
other feminine assignments. Ber- 
tram Thorn, as the brother who 
doesn’t like work, is the part that 
should have been a better laugh- 


OUT-OF-TOWN 
CLOSE QUARTERS 


Princeton, N. J., April 17. 
Drama in three acts by W. O. Somin; 
English adaptation, Gilbert Lennox; pre- 
sented by Lee Shubert; starring Gladys 
Cooper, Philip Merrivale; staged by Peter 
sets, Watson Barratt; at Mce- 














Godfrey; 


Carter, Princeton, N. J., one night, April 
17, '37; $2.75 top. 

Liesa Bergmann.....cccceess Gladys Cooper 
Gustav Bergmann,......++-+ Philip Merivale 





There have been many attempts to 
wind a play around two characters, 
and this is just another one. That 
it will be a success on Broadway is 
doubtful; it is too skimpy, too obvi- 
ous and too limited in appeal. 
Actually it isn’t a two-character 
play. There are at least two other 
voices heard from the hall, and there 
are two other important characters, 
from a story standpoint, who don't 
appear. It would be a better play if 
one of them did appear, rather than 
telephoning or writing letters all the 
time. 

Play, itself, is still another British 
phychological murder affair (there 
have been five of them on Broadway 
this season, none successful). There 
is an important murder and the hus- 
band keeps talking to the wife about 
it. Audience immediately realizes 
that the wife is the murderess and 
the husband gets hint after hint, be- 
cause the wife keeps giving herself 
away, but doesn’t catch on till the 
very end. Then he sympathizes 
with her, decides that they can’t get 
away with it. they’ll be arrested, so 
suggests a double suicide. Finale 
has them go off into the bedroom, 
two shots are heard, then the radio, 
still on, blares forth that the police 
have caught their murderer; some- 
one else. 

That trick finish is, of course, not 
enough. It’s highly unsatisfactory 
and liable to be offensive to some. 
Also, it isn’t strong enough theatre 
to be warrantable. 

Miss Cooper and Merivale hand 
in excellent performances, latter 
being especially effective in the type 
of role not usually associated with 
him. But that alone won’t get the 
show business. Kauf. 


Nichols-Jones Suit 
Settled for $2,500 


Following an examination before 
|trial, the suit by Anne Nichols 
against Martin Jones, on a check 
from the latter for $5,000 which 
bounced, was settled. Questioned 
check was to have been in payment 
for a share of ‘Hey Diddle Diddle’ 
which Miss Nichols tried out but 
which did not come to Broadway. 
Frederick E. Goldsmith, acting for 
Miss Nichols, agreed to drop the suit 
upon payment of $2,500, after ques- 
tioning Henry Olmstead, partner of 
Jones, who is abroad. 

Jones and Olmstead are partners 
in the operation of the Vanderbilt 
theatre, N. Y., trading under the 
name of the Vandelmar Corp. The 
check was drawn by Jones on the 
Vandelmar account and Olmstead 
was, thereby, involved. When de- 
posited it was returned. 


























To Raze Adelphia, Lyric, 
Philly; Become Auto Park 


Philadelphia, April 20. 

Court here was requested to grant 
permission for tearing down of the 
Adelphia and Lyric, famous Philly | 
legit houses. 

Request made by owner, the 
Thomas B. Wanamaker estate. Build- 
ings to make way for filling station 
and parking lot, as Gulf Oil has of- 
fered to lease the site for $12,000 a 
year for five years. The Lyric de- 





buted in 1905, the Adelphia in 1907. 


——— 


Inside Stufi—Legit 





the show. 


for use. 


mild business. 


opened. 


closes Saturday (24). 


into effect Monday (19). 


the ‘End’ deal. 


It was hoped to debut on schedule and the audience filed in. 
missed by Jimmy Durante, first-nighters burned, but Vinton Freedley de- 
cided not to permit the performance because only one setting was ready 


A train wreck ahead of the cars carrying the production of ‘Red, Hot 
and Blue’ to Chicago delayed the arrival of the settings and caused the 
postponement from Tuesday until Wednesday (14) last week. Show moved 
out of New York on Sunday and there was plenty of time allowed to set 


When dis- 





Helen Bonfils, heiress to the Denver Post, who is presenting ‘Sun Kisseq’ 
with her husband, George Somnes, 
last week, principally to see the Ringling, Barnum & Bailey circus she 
said. Woman publisher is acquainted with people with the show and her 
late father was part owner of the former Sells-Floto outfit. 

Miss Bonfils is apparently little interested in ‘Kissed,’ which has drawn 
On a previous visit she attended the premiere and imme- 
diately returned to her Denver Post desk. 


at the Little, N. Y.. was in town 





Laurie Leonard, a girl scenic designer on the staff of Joe Mielziner 
aided in fashioning the ‘Susan and God’ production; but was unable a 
attend the tryout premiere at Princeton because of appendectomy. She 
was operated on at St. Mary’s hospital, Brooklyn, the day before the show 


‘Susan,’ produced by John Golden, with Gertrude Lawrence starred, 
and Bert Lytell featured, is in its second week in Philadelphia where it 
Due on Broadway early in the new season. 





Scale for ‘Dead End,’ Belasco, N. Y., was cut in half, top of $1.65 going 
Management made the slice after a proposed 
new deal with Leblang’s failed to go through, cut-rate agency declining 
to guarantee the amount fixed by the show. 

No tickets have been allotted to the agency, all to be sold directly at the 
box office. Understood the agency figured a sure weekly loss if accepting 











WPA 
SWING PARADE 


San Francisco, April 18. 
Musical revue in two acts (19 scenes) 
presented, by the Federal Theatre Project 
(WPA) at Alcazar, S. F., April 15, '37. 
Directed by Max M. Dill. 
M. Dill and Richard 
Nat Goldstein, Walter 











Book by Max 
Melville. Music, 
Smith and Joseph 


Nelson; lyrics, Melville and Ded Foster; 
dances. Yvonne Matjcik; orchestra direc- 
tion, Foster Cope. 


Peter Dunsworth, Paddy Crowley, Jay 
Gorham, Jay Austini, Don O'Dell, Rosita 
Stone, Marta Golden, Benjamin Wooleey, 
Wanda Woolsey, Willis West, Gwenn Lord. 
leon Forbes’ Robert Clarke, Mae Harice, 
Kay Pickering, Adele Swanson, Solly 
Carter, Virginia Kelsey, Don Gray, Wil- 
liam Asbury, Walter Farnsworth, Ernest 
Therian, Al William Sherman, 
Elizabeth Meyer Guthertz, 
Charles Bryson, Florine Cahill, Henry 
Sousa, Wilbur Johnson, Albert Larios, 
Joseph Jacoby, Maxine Dill, James Stott, 
Frankie Tucker, Emily Ujeck, Marjorie 
Kamoku, Peggy Small, Mildred Fry, Hazel 


Hutton, 
Voorhees, 


Furtado, Lee Hester McBridge, Ada 
Coffin, Edward Levynne, Frank Raymond, 
Georgette Arian, Richard Allen, Genette 


Yates, Maria Henderson, Willie Mae Davis, 
Joseph Nelson. Robert French, Theodore 
Underwood, Harry Vila, Milton Lovett, 
Walter Wesley, James Washington, Alvin 
Sweetwyne, Clarence Cole, Everett Bou- 
cre, Yvonne Matejcik, Emily Ujeck, Vir- 
ginia Kelsey, Frankie Tucker, Marjorie 
Kamoku, Constance Cardillo, Hazel Fur- 
tado, Mildred Frye, Adele Swanson, Elma 
Simoni, Lee Hester McBridge, Margaret 
Small, Rosa Stone. 
Jimmy DeValerie, 
Alverque, Ernest 
Joseph Jacoby, 


Don 0’ Dell, 
Robert 
Stott, 


The boys: 
Carlos Pineda, 
Therian, James 
William Sherman. 

‘Swing Parade,’ a home-grown mu- 
sical production by Max Dill and 
Richard Melville, is used by the 
Federal Theatre Project to reopen 
the Alcazar, new home of FTP here. 
Since its premiere, considerable 
work has been done on the show by 
Dill and Melville in an effort to 
eliminate a number of. dead spots. 
Also several off-color gags and one 
skit, ‘The Stork Derby,’ which was 
vulgar and unfunny, have been 
tossed out.. ‘Chinatown Now and 
Then,’ a long, draggy, melodramatic 
sketch which brings the two acts 
and 19 scenes to a close, has had 
the shears used on it to good effect. 

Dill didn’t forget the old days 
when he was with Kolb in planning 
‘Swing Parade.’ He has loaded his 
latest effort with plenty of catchy 
songs, dances and comedy and has 
given it a local flavor. The Golden 
Gate Bridge, Alcatraz Prison and 
Chinatown provide setting for six 
of the scenes. 

Sixteen people appear in the pro- 
log which has nenle every —_ of 
the group going through some sort 


(Continued on page 63) 











Cast Disagreement 
Folds ‘Marching Song’ 


‘Marching Song’ lasted but one 
week at the Bayes, N. Y., under the 
co-operative arrangement made with 
the assent of Equity. Show was to 
have moved from the roof spot to 
another theatre, expenses of which 
were to be guaranteed by an outside 
party. When a share to the latter 
in return for the guarantee was dis- 
cussed, the players were dissatisfied | 
and the resultant squabble brought | 
about the drama’s exiting. 

Theatre Union originally produced | 
‘Song’ under the non-profit set-up 
by which it operates. Union has 
been permitted to use tax-free tick- 
ets and the scale was $1.50 top. When 
the co-ops realized that, ordinarily, 
the scale would call for $1.65, in- 
cluding the usual 10% tax, they 
upped the price to $1.60. 

















CHARELL WANTS ‘INN’ 
TO TOUR NEXT SEASON 


Erik Charell, the foreign stager of 
‘Wh.te Horse Inn,’ which closed at 
the Cente, N. Y., was almost in 
tears when he learned that the pro- 
duction was being destroyed on a 
Long Island lot. He claimed to have 
plans for touring the operetta next 


season, but neither the Warners nor 
Rowland Stebbins (Lawrence Rivers, 
Inc.) are interested in any such pro- 
posal. 

Picture firm paid most of the 
$253,000 production cost. ‘Inn’ lost 
around $130,000, which is what War- 
ners actually paid for the picture 
rights. It had been reported that 
Warners purchased the rights in ad- 
vance for $150,000, but the arrange- 
ment with Charell called for the pic- 
ture end to own such rights in con- 
sideration of the show’s backing. 

‘Inn’ earned Lach $120,000 and the 
Rockefeller interests got close to 
$100,000 from the theatre’s share. 
The settings cost $53,000 and cos- 
tumes totaled $65,000. There was a 
small bid for the wardrobe, which 
was rejected. If Charell goes 
through with the idea he will doubt- 
lessly use the costumes. 


TPROA to Meet and 
Elect New Officers 


Theatrical Press Representatives 
of America, the old association of 
p.a.’s, which exhibited signs of life 
when a new p.a. group was recently 
formed, held a meeting last week for 
the purpose of electing officers. It 
was found that a nominating com- 
mittee would have to be named first. 
Also decided to make some changes 
in the by-laws. 

Meantime, the newly formed New 
York Theatrical Press Agents hud- 
dled and adopted its constitution. 
Next session, Thursday (22), will 
consider a basic contract. Group is 
of N. Y. agents only, while the old 
association takes in the road. 














Hedgerow’s 14th Anni 


Hedgerow theatre, Moylan, near 
Philadelphia, celebrates its 14th 
birthday tonight (Wednesday) with 
opening of its ist production, 
Andre Obey’s ‘Noah.’ 














“Red, Hot and Blue” 
Cohan’s Grand, Chicago 
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Met's Damrosch Opera Premiere 
HIS) During Spring Season at Pop Prices 


L. I. Press Nears Truce 
: The Newspaper Guild Strike at | 
the Long Island (Jamaica) Press a. chyna with Rochester (N. Y.) 
' ; Newspaper Guild, covering wages 
seemed to be on its way to a settle-| and working echiitions on the Dem. 
ment yesterday (20) afternoon fol- | ocrat & Chronicle and the Times- 


; Guild Contract in Rochester 
Gannett Co. has signed a one-year 
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i -|Union. Provide: : ini after ee | - 
ig at ten ry 2 | five years he sontiggy ania ye M : |South Wants Met Opera; Metropolitan’ Opera Company's 
cision by the arbitration board com- | aga Toe ae »; ¢ ornin to Ni ’ . | spring season, opening May 3, will 
ad of three local clergymen. that the Guild signed with the local g ght Schedule Atlanta Offers Guarantee |run four or five weeks. Eight or nine 
po ‘ pit | Hearst papers for a $40 minimum. Some Days — Organized Group of Atlanta citizens is trying | operas will be given first two weeks 
Management which had previously Agreement provides five-day, 40- ° SOs o arte ep billy 00 rahe rans ese ; 
, } . ; r Groups From All Sections | ‘° induce the Met Opera to put the | At least one performance a week 
signed an agreement to abide by the | aa week, first time this has been f Georgia city back on its spring tour | Will be given in English, Saturday 
: poard’s ruling announced prior to | pie nee in rt ge arate and vacations, Oo Country Compete— sked next year. It is willing to guar-| afternoon performances’ will be 
; tie decision: that it wait tales thie ociaae maar dismissal notice on Lectures Vary Diet ‘antee the Met against loss on a broadcast. Price scale will be from 
hours to think over the terms an-| Ah week’s stand. Decade ago the Met/$3 to 50c., 25c, seats having been 
, nounced by the board, so nothing | , : : oe always had Atlanta on its tour, but discontinued, | 
4 definite will be known until today | Pitt Guild Fights Firings SITE SHIFTED dropped the town when out-of-town Series will include world premiere 
(21). Guild won, however, on all | Pittsburgh Newspaper Guild units trek was curtailed just before the|0f Walter Damrosch’ new opera in 
demands of principle requested in |“ protesting seven discharges depresh set in. Looks definite that| English, “Man Without a Country,’ 
; negotiations, and obtained conces- which followed recognition and have By JOHN C. SPEARS | Atlanta will be visited in '38, though | ba ed on Edward Everett Hale's 
| sieins which will increase the man- appointed committees to confer with | tour won't be plotted till the winter. | story. First performance will be 


vs 





agement operating budget about 


$40,000 instead of the approximate | 














the managements of the Scripps- 
Howard Press and Paul Block’s Post- 











Indianapolis, April 20. 





Town will be mangy with culture, | 





Met has another bid 
music-lovers of New 


from the 
Orleans, who 














| during. second week, with composer 


batoning. 
first 


Another premiere will be 























: $60°000 ‘asked. ‘Gazette. Four men are out at the all for $5 per head, when the Na-| want the outfit to make a two-day |! performance in English of 
> Terms laid down by the board | Press and three at the Post-Gazette, | tional Federation of Music Clubs | Stand next year. Met has never Marouf,” new opera by Raboud, 
s ae ; F ’ a nai . adapte , ¢ . > arch: ¢ 
were that all 63 strikers, were to be economy being the reason given by | holds its biennial Convention ieiin | played N.O. Would be pretty prob a Md gee Marshall and 
; ceed ait tee alee _ vitike-| the publishers. Meatiodk-” Wisah able that the town would be touched | VC0OT8¢ ead, Nancy McCord, mu- 
breakers discharged. This includes} Men discharged received dismissal ee vs will be seven after-| if opera troupe ventures as far south | Si¢al comedy soprano last seen on 
Jack Sutphin, former city editor, who | PAY according to contracts, the man- noons and nights of concert artists, | as Atlanta. Broadway in ‘May Wine,’ will make 
went out on strike, but later went |@sements also claiming that they can symphonies, instrumental ensembles,| _ 1 dealing with out-of-N. Y. towns, - cores ce ny a pang tae 
back. to work. Closed shop was | 8et better hands at salaries they | and musical authorities will display the Met always exacts guarantees og pay iets sama _ —_— 
ranted; and compulsory arbitration | ™ust. pay at present. Liege against loss from local supporters. |f0r May 3; ‘La Boheme, May 5; ‘Il 
never eae eee tae | ) their wares on the Indiana Theatre Figure is usually $12,000 per per- Trovatore, May 7; ‘Bartered Bride,’ 
, ie Guild, with celadad miami | ial lath Whiihn hia mage, leased for the occasion. Starts formance, though varies sometimes red eae a pot serge a 
exempted but given the option of| Staff of Philly Record, at meeting Friday (23). afternoon, and closes| according to casts and jumps. Odd st iy “ ete nites vaughn 
e joining Settlement also inchuides | last Sunday (18) showed no mood with night session on Thursday (29), | wrinkle is that the guarantors do not anes sacterd 3 ma Peat stanton 
: ) s ) =. ; ares: hae | ee cCord, Jarna Ps 3 
n severance pay, two weeks’ vacation, | to compromise with Publisher J. Da-|__ Mrs. H. C, Day, of Albert Lea, share in any profits when the grosses Stellin Hi le Tra I “4 Bosom 
a ' ini i . its ~~ ‘ati “ay | exceed the guarantee; Met takes it |?©uman, *elen sraubes, Sopranos, 
= adjustment committee and minimums | vid Stern on its demands in pend- Minn., the Federation program : Maria Matyas, Jennie Tourel, mezzo- 
a in the lower brackets asked by the | ing Guild contract. Former termer chairman, has carded top names for all. sopranos; ; Donald Dickson, Ernst 
m Guild, but not salaries in the higher | expired April 8 and hasn’t yet been the musical enjoyment of thousands aan Fischer, Robert Nicholson, Rocco 
‘ brackets. ne | renewed. First time in three years clubsters from 48 states, who are "9 . Pandiscio, Thomas Thomas, Robert 
: The Guild’s Representative As- | staff is without contract. sharing their musical spree with the turbi Ss Sister Here Weede, baritones; Leo Kopp, assis- 
or sembly met last night (20) in New| Stern agreed to $50 minimum for public, to get the necessary coin to tant conductor. Lee Patterson is in 
S, York to consider the strike vote | reporters with five ‘years’ experience |P@Y Off the artists, and the rest of charge of the series. 
ye taken by the Amsterdam (Harlem) | and $55 for copy desk and rewrite, the convention layout. Indianapolis Amparo Iturbi, sister of Jose 
News. Controversary grew out of | but Guild unit is staunch on demand | 8's the See ee ae the big busi-|Iturbi, and likewise a pianist, is in 
1e the recent firing of Roi Ottley and|for flat 10% raise, at which pub-|®€SS resulting therefrom, because|the U. S. for some appearances. It's J ' 
st Obie MacCullum, active Guildsmen. | lisher balks, declaring it will mean fiood-hit Louisville (Ky.) had to give} her first time over. ohnson In Europe; 
me There were no important develop- | cut in staff. Probable outcome will up the plans. Debut here will be over CBS on ' 
re ments in the strike at the North| be 5% compromise. Publisher indi- Active Schedule an hour afternoon program, May 2. Scouts Met Talent 
4 oa (Flushing) Journal last week. | cated demand for universal five-day Schedule includes: 
- ear inj i ica» | W ! i ; ° 
“i tion naar B= gaara applica week was acceptable to him, Friday (23) ‘matinee—Beryl Ru- Weingartner to Japan Edward Johnson, general mana- 
. binstein, pianist; Richard Glee : ver of the Met Opera ill ret t 
Cs Mirror Wages Up $25,000 Club of Sandford, Me. M mre, Aare © 15 Soonk oh date, aiid 
nd : : ’ : e,. See, . Se, other! Felix Weingartner, Swiss-Austrian | the U. S. the last week in July, after 
Time Sued Twice for Libel N. Y. Daily Mirror issued 51 raises, | Singers of Cincinnati; Tulsans of | 9-% conductor and composer, and his | Scouring Europe for new singers. 
: : F totaling $25,000 per annum, last week | Tulsa. ee . Loa gt : is w is i j i 
T T 
wo libel suits .currentl d um ianist-wife. are expected his week he is in Milan, ogling the 
1e ; y pending | as a result of the negotiations by th i P i SO CHPNES. SP OPE) 
to against Time, Inc., are those brought | \ren.5, Hers? & sby the) Friday night—Indianapolis sym-| in Japan in May. orioles at the Scala, and moves on 
e. by Curtis B. Dall, former son-in-law | “¢WSP*Pet Guild unit there. phony. Four-piano concerto with] Will baton Tokyo New Symph, |t® France, Austria's Salzburg festi- 
d of President R : . : Bomar Cramar, Beryl Rubenstien, i val, various German fetes, including 
s age me oosevelt, who is suing CHATTER Dwight And Arthur L Wane Hee B th, with a look at London’ 
“ or 000, and that brought b ight nderson, rthur Loesser. ayreuth, wi a 100K a naon 8 
ch Nick Testo, proprietor of 9 Troy, Waldo Frank back from Mexico. Louisville chorus of 98 voices under Coronation sandwiched in. 
~ N. Y., night spot, for $25,000. ' Anthony Abbot en route to China. Frederick Cowles. er at the Federation banquet on Sat. The Met is in no pressing need for 
ra The Dall suit is based on an article| Lionel Wiggam finishing his first| Saturday (Junior Day)—Massed/| (24). new talent, but Johnson, neverthe- 
which appeared in Time in 1934 fol- | DOvel in Peiping, China. orchestra. under Fabien Sevitsky,| Morning session for Tuesday (27) | less, is making the annual tour for 
lowing the suicide of Enzo De Bonze,| __John Wilstach has written a fic- | ‘Alice in Wonderland’ sung by 400 has Berea (Ky.) College Glee Club, | new talent that Met g.m.'s have done 
son-in-law of the French president, | tionized bio of P. T. Barnum. Kentucky schoo! children. Costume |30 voices directed by Miss Irene | since "way back. , 
Trial is set for April 26 in N. Y Arthur E. Morgan, working on a| recital by Dorothy Gordon, CBS ra- | Zeigler, and the Mississippi Colum- P P ee =? Europe 
Supreme Court. * “*| biography of Edward Bellamy. dio performer. bus Girls’ Glee Club, led by Harold | uring last four years have @&ven 
Suit by the proprietor of Nick | Lion Feuchtwanger’s new book,| Sunday (25) afternoon has the A. Richey. Miss Ada Bicking and |™more foreign singers over to U. S. 
S Testo’s Ringside, oe contender | ‘The Pretender’ due out next month. | Kreiner String Quartet, CBS artists; |Paul J. Weaver, director of music shores than formerly. Consequently 
for the welterweight boxing crown Lee Furman to publish Jesse} quo-piano team of Scott Malcolm | for Cornell University, are the spiel- oe Por reg Aaa ey sight a ge ib 
is based on an article in the Febru. | “@Sky. Jr.’s, first novel next month. | and Reginald Godden from Toronto, | TS. ps soon la . “ 
es ary issue of Fortune. Herbert F. Jenkins, vice-president | Davidson Taylor of CBS, speaking Stout Institute Symphonie Singers | **€P- 
= . Little, Brown & Co., is on the | 9n ‘Education Programs and the Ra-|from Menominee, Wis., 65 girls, with 
ife oast. dio Audience,’ and the Burroughs | accompaniment by a string ensemble 
Hy a in Seattle . Ludwig og — “¢ wife | Concert Chorus of Indianapolis, di-|of 15 pieces, directed by Harold Det. Symphony Skeds 
or ran . (Slim) Lynch, photog- | have gone to Quito, Ecuador, for six | rected by Mrs. Jane Johnson Bur-|Cooke, are openers for Tuesday rts 9977.” 
It ni meh the Seattle Post-Intelli- a _ - roughs. . afternoon, which includes concert by 80 Cen Oe 
m- er and storm center with the rns oller working on a new : : John Powell, pianist. Arthur Jordon , y AF 
st. late Philip E. Armstrong in the | volume of essays titled “Time, My John Charles Thomas will give a Conservator oer Mh local outfit With 80 concerts slated, Detroit 
Ne 3 . paar” complete recital Sunday evening. vane y wae "Is ho ork j letin lans 
og Sa pea Guild strike there, was | Companion. ’ With him on the same program will will also play, while the speaker ag oa 38 fe esse € ml b 
offered reinstatement at that news- Henry Seidel Canby’s one volume be the Amphion Male Chorus of carded is Marshall Bartholomew, di- for the 1937-38 season, which wi e 
Ww Paper early this week. The local | selection of works of Thoreau post- , , rector of Yale University Glee Club presided over by Franco Ghione, of 
\d- National Relations Board had or- | poned until June. Pane, Hs We, Sveeee by speaking on ‘Standards in Music Ed. La Scala, Milan, and Victor Kolar. 
yn. dered him reinstated but the man-| Modern Magazine group (Dela- Daniel Preston. uhalien ot ind and Abresd’ Seven soloists thus far have been 
‘ill agement of the paper was appealing | corte) guarantee a 1,400,000 circula- Monday (26) has session at 10:30 Rudolph Reuter, pianist poo —— engaged, including Josef Hofmann 
is the decision on the ground that the | tion starting July 1, am., when Henry Drinker, Jr., day night, along ‘a ‘ao Chicago and Walter Gieseking, pianists; 
Id Wagner Act was unconstitutional. Max Lerner completing his book | Philly attorney with music as a voca- String Quartet Costume noniel i Jascha Heifetz and Ilya Schkolnik, 
Recent ruling by the Supreme|on the Supreme Court titled ‘The | tion, will speak on ‘Practical Hints the Old Har Sin ae of Seahwilie violinists; Josephine Antoine, $o- 
Court resulted in dropping of the | Divine Right of Judges.’ ,; for Promotion of Choral Singing.’| (rony ) Serdin —rman quartet of Nor- | PFane: Richard Bonelli, baritone, and 
appeal by John Boettiger, publisher William Corcoran, former editor | Dayton Music Club Chorus directed folk ‘Va and the Weend Street Gaspar Cassado, cellist. 
: and son-in-law of President Roose-|of Adventure and Everybody's, will | by Prof. Ora Earl Gebhardt, and the |), * Choir ef Cohen < ne These will be supplemented by an 
velt. have a novelette published by Little, | West Palm Beach Music Study Club | 9)... for Wednesd pe om em are | imposing list of artists for the 39 
a ' Brown. Chorus from Florida, led by Mrs. | wednesday night (28) is Scene Ford Sunday Evening Hour broad- 
Watson’s Victory Celebrated George Waggner, screen writer,| Frank C. McKenzie, will take part Poy: : nce | casts over CBS. As in previous 
ith R : . landed an article on Man Mountain! jn the a.m. stanza by the National Symphony Orches- | years, 14 concerts will comprise the 
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Associated Press in New York has | Dean, _bewhiskered ns es A, Walter Kramer, composer, wil! | of Hans Kindler. The winner of the | —— sg There ih ake ve eo. ce 
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tion is to poll members as soon as 
Possible and initiate collective bar- 
eaining immediately. Unit will hold 


with the Chicago Daily News, is now 


radio editor of the Fort Worth 


Star-Telegram. 


| voiced 
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Baton Rouge (‘La.) Music 


| Club Chorus, led by Dr. H. D. Piller; | afternoon devoted to religious must. 


Last day, Thursday (29), finds the 


ginning Jan. 15; five Young People’s 
and 10 free afternoon con- 
school children. 


concerts 
certs tol 


ithe Appleton (Wis.) MacDowell | This sessic lv will be held . 

in P , “rna- s session only wi ye held in| thione. sig J = 

a victory party on May 1. ti briny Bay es rags ong rages | Chorus of 45 men, batoned by Prof.| Roberts Park M. E. Church here. | e. erga =— gtr ao 
Watson is reported as intending to | UOnal News ent yes"* | A. A. Glockzin, and the Missouri| various leaders in church music | coe te ape 


use the $1,600 he receives for back 
ong from the AP to underwrite 
€ party. Funds will go to the 
unit's treasury and emergency fund. 
Steffen Dies at 50 
J. Hal Steffen, 59, a newspaper 
A obrapher for 35 years, died on 
Pril 14 of lobar pneumonia, after 





| League of 


as Coast manager and later Holly- 
wood columnist. 

Robert Fulton has written a book 
of his travels on a motorcycle titled 
‘One Man Caravan,’ which Harcourt, 
Brace will publish next fall. 

Jack Woodford’s daughter, Louella 
Woodford, is not only the youngest 
all-time member of 


America, but the first 


the Authors’ 


| Madrigal Club of St. Louis, 30 wom- 
en, directed by Mrs. Blanche Bliss 
| Lyons. 

Monday evening is finals in the 
| Music Club young artists’ contest for 
ipiano, violin, and voice. District 
|winners will compete for $1,000 
prizes in each classification, and 
judges will be John Charles Thomas, 


| throughout the country will speak, 
and church choirs will illustrate the 


speeches in song. 

CBS is expected to pick up some 
of the more’ important 
Eugene Pulliam of WIRE says that 
NBC is planning about nine pickups. 


| NBC outlet has purchased special 
| amplifying 


equipment for better 


sessions. | 


| death of Ossip Gabrilowitsch, will 


direct 11 of the 14 subscription con- 
| certs, Kolar the other three. Ghione 
| is now here to conduct the forthcome 
| ing Detroit Civic Opera season. 
.. & . 
Mary Lewis’ Vienna Date 
Vienna, April 11. 

soprano Mary Lewis 


American 


~ week's illness. He was a news| child of a league member to join, | Bery! Rubenstein, and Nikolai Soko- | pickup of the music from the theatre will appear in the Musikvereinshall 
Dhotographer on the N. Y. Herald | which takes the league into the sec- | loff, director of the Federal music | stage and other points here where | on June 15, 


‘Tribune at the time of his death. 





ond generation of its organization. 


project, who is carded for the speak- 


‘remotes might be scheduled. 


| Program not vet decided on, 
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Broadway 





Charles Mantia has shorn off the 
mustache. 

Nellie Stone better after nasal 
operation. 

Harry Lane of Equity office has 
eye trouble. 

Howard Schnebbe under doctor’s 
care last week. 

‘Babes in Arms’ preem was a field 
day for the autografpests. 

Ben Washer entered Mt. Sinai hos- 
pital last week. Sinus trouble. 

Annual spring frolic of Columbian 
Club on Astor hotel roof April 30. 

Tom Burke of Tyson’s agency 
trained off 26 pounds. No dieting. 


Lynn Riggs has left Hollywood for 
Mexico City to complete legit script. | 


Judith Vosselli understudying | 
femme roles in ‘Tovarich’ on Broad- 
way. 


Leon De Costa writing sequel to 
‘Kosher Kitty Kelly.’ Called ‘Kosher 
Kitty’s Kids.’ 

Jack Klotz and Jack Stein back 
from Miami after a tail-end-of-the 
season vacash. 

Clifford Smith, export assistant for 
ERPI, bound for South America on 
inspection tour. 

Dr. Leo Michel under observation 
for disturbed stomach but better and 
attending to practice. 

Clifford Almy, Warner’s manager 
in the Philippines, arrived Monday 
(19) for short 0.0. 

George D. Dottman flew back from 
the Coast yesterday. Jack Robbins 
also in from Hollywood. 

Mary McCormick, radio actress 
who made her legit debut in ‘Cross- 
town,” screen-tested by ; 

Norman Bel Geddes showing in- 
terest in ‘Lower Than Angels,’ by 
Victor Wolfson, author of ‘Excur- 
sirn.’ 

Reports around last week about 
Joe Phillips unfounded; he’s recup- 
ing at his sister’s home in Philadel- 
phia. 

Grace Moore in N. Y. on the q.t. 
awaiting arrival of her husband 
Valentin Parera from Europe this 


week. 

Pocket’ billiard championships 
drew capacity in Bond building. 
Place holds around 500. Admission 
$1.65 top. 

After several changes Theatre 


Guild has finally settled on title, 
‘Amphitryon 38’ for its forthcoming 
production. 

Jessie Royce Landis to appear in 
Noel Coward's ‘Tonight at 8:30’ play- 
lets at Ann Arbor drama festival 
next month, 

Pauline Swanson, Coast rep for 
Robert Taplinger’s radio p. a. office, 
gets in today (Wednesday) for a 
wo2k’s visit. 

Al Trahan gets comedy role in 
Richard Berger’s production of ‘Louis 
XIV’ at Municipal Opera, St. Louis, 
th's summer. 

Doris Nolan, and sister, Gladys, 
back from vacash in Florida. U star 
stays in N. Y. for week before go- 
ings to Coast. 

Joe Du Pierrot, Inc.. who moved 
from west 52d to east 52d street into 
the voluntary bankruptcy route; 
$1,093 debts, no assets. 

Dave (p.a.) Green is unofficial 

ublicist to Father Divine, steering 

roadwayites into the Harlem ‘king- 
d--’’ on periodic excursions. 
The J. J. Murdocks’ only daughter, 
E<>el, marries Frank Wheeler Mon- 
de'l of Washington at the 5th Ave. 
Pr -byterian Church, N. Y., May 8. 
One guy called Joe Laurie, Jr., up 
to play a benefit for his club. ‘Would 
be a great ad for the show you're 
gc'~g to put out,’ was the approach. 
Alan Keyes has joined publicity 
staff’ of Metropolitan Opera Com- 
pany for spring series. Was with 
WPA Federal Theatre press depart- 
ment. 
Plane and spieler on exhibition at 
Rockefeller Plaza has been removed 
because of beefs of swank office ten- 
ants who resented the carny p.a. 
sSysiem. 
Irving Caesar has special meals 
brought into his office daily for his 
Scottie. Hound is the ‘Inc.,’ append- 
ing the firm name and answers to 
that tag. 
Russ Morgan and orchestra signed 
for series of shorts for Warner Bros., 
his first picture work for WB, as his 
previous shorts have been made ex- 
clusively for Paramount. 
Troupers 
re .ular officer nominations on April 
18.. Election comes up May 16 be- 
fore which ballots will be mailed 
members in U. S. and Canada. 
Mark Hellinger suddenly discov- 
ered he had an advance royalty pay- 
ment on a book for almost two years 
so he’s taken the veil for a spell to 
firich it uv. No carousing, etc. 
Helen Hayes creating a stir the 
other afternoon when she took her 
eivht-year-young daughter to a 
Broadway automat to instruct her in 
th~ mysteries of the slot system. 
Columbia Pictures team laid plans 
for its participation in the Motion 
Picture baseball league last week 
by reelecting Joe Freiberg and Al 
Schwartz as manager and captain 
re~-ectively. 
™he ‘Cordon Blew’ dinner to 
G->rge Rector, of Rector’s fame. will 
see J. C. Furnas, his ghost-collabora- 
ter on his Satevepost articles, as the 
N>o. 2 guest. Soiree is at the St. 
Re is this Sunday (25). 

Cornelins Vanderbi)t. Jr., land- 
trailered back to N. Y. from 


Club Association held | 


the | 


Coast and is taking his streamlined 
land yacht with him to London to 
cover the Coronation, sailing today. 
Representing Liberty mag, et al. 

' Brock Pemberton named to re- 
| place late Dr. Henry Moskowitz on 
board of the Theatre Authority. 
Group tendering a luncheon next 


' ceased’s son, with a commemorative 
resolution. 

Collette Lyons, Mervyn LeRoy 
find, who has just completed ‘Dance, 
Charlie, Dance’ for him, arrives from 
| the Coast tomorrow (Thurs.). Three 
| weeks from now she goes back to 
; Hollywood to appear for Par in 
| ‘Hotel Haywire’ under a loan. 








London 


months in U. S. 

Charles Woolf giving up his big 
house in Hampstead. 

Marie Tempest, recently widowed, 
selling her London home. 

Helen Jacobs to Athens for the 
Greek tennis championships. 

Ralph Lynn has new farce ready 


to stage in the West-End, starring 
himself. 


Tom Arnold sending over his third 


| revue to tour South Africa for 
Schlesinger. 
| Flora Robson getting fulsome 


praise for her acting in revival of 
‘Anna Christie’ at the Westminster 


ham’s enterprises at the Dallas Pan- 
American Exposition. 

Gaumont-British installing West- 
(ern Electric Mirrorphonic sound 
apparatus at their Marble Arch Pa- 
vilion as experiment. 

The ‘sticks’ are having plenty of 
strip-teasers of their own, with 
cheap shows flaunting their wares 
which are neither strip nor tease. 

‘Post Road’ at Queen’s theatre for 
brief period pending production 
there of the Emlyn Williams-John 
—e production, ‘He Was Born 

av: 

British International Pictures has 
just bought film rights of ‘House- 
master,’ 
play now 
bury. 

Henry Sherek has decided against 
bringing over ‘Red, Hot and Blue’ to 
London. He figures it is too Ameri- 
can, and they wouldn’t get it over 
here. 

Adaptation by Edward Knoblock 
of V. Sackville West’s well-known 


running at the Shaftes- 





novel, ‘The Edwardians,’ reopens 
Richmond theatre, starring Diana 
Napier. 


Palladium grossed $27,500 on the 
first week of the Jack Hylton show. 
As Jack gets $4,000 per week and 
percentage over $17,500, his share 
brings his salary nearer to double 
that figure. 

George Allison, who used to rep- 
resent Hearst here, and is now the 
Arsenal football manager, was asked 
to report on ‘Wise Tomorrow,’ as a 
picture prospect for Marion Davies, 
but he did not think it suitable, 


Berlin 


International 
Dresden in May. 

Truxa beadlining at the Central 
Palace ii: Munich. 

_ Cecilia Colledge, world champion 
ice-skater, to Berlin. 

Furtwangler to treat Berlin to 
Beethoven's ninth symph. 

Ralph Benatzky writing the music 
for Zarah Leander’s new pic. 

_ Stravinsky’s ‘Persephone’ to have 
its premiere at Braunschweig in 
June. 
_ Louis Graveure's concert over big 
in Perlin, especially the English 
songs. 

Marion Spadoni to the Eden the- 
atre, Hamburg, after extended tour 
abroad, 

Arthur Menzel, actor at the State 
Schauspielhaus, died at the age of 
fifty-six. 

Lilian Harvey and Willy Birgel 
to star in ‘Fanny Essler,’ Ufa’s next 
after Leander’s pic. 

Maria Roland, Germany’s famous 
yodler, to warble in Munich and 
| Frankfort via the ether. 

Hamburg and Budapest swapping 
plays as result of German-Hunga- 
rian culture agreement. 

New Beethoven museum to be 
opened at Bonn in the house where 








music festival in 








Germany’s famous composer was 
born. 
Max Schmeling back from New 


| York lands in the arms of his spouse, 
| film diva Anny Ondra, at Tempelhof 
| flying field. 

Engelbert Wallenda, father of Carl. 
who was for years with Ringling 
and Barnum-Bailey, died from a 
heart attack. 

Austria co-oping with Germany in 
| two full-length educationals, one to 
| be sport pic for the coming Olympic 

Games in Tokyo. 

Marlise Ludwig as Mrs. Allenby 
| in Wilde’s ‘A Woman of No Impor- 
tance’ now at the English theatre 
where Leopoldine Konstantin is 
guest star. 

Terpers to get diplomas at the end 
of the summer term from the 
| ‘Deutsche Meisterstatten.’ whose staff 
| of teachers includes Mary Wigman 
and Harald Kreutzberg. 


week to present Josef Israels, 2d, de- , ; 
' John Blystone fishing off Ensenada, | 


Gaston Palmer is now a picture | 
theatre owner. ? 
Sydney Mosely back after six 


theatre. 
John Lester here scouting for | 
fair’s attractions for Stanley Gra- 


Ian Hay-Firth Shepherd | 


Hollywood 





Myrna Kennedy Palm Springing. 

Dave Rubinoff in from New York. 

Jack Haskell vacationing in Phoe- 
nix. 


Mex. 

Paul Asher has his own agency 
now. 

Par studio’s 
May 16. 

Alex Evalove is handling Mervyn 
LeRoy’s publicity. ; 

Mrs. Pete Smith doing nicely after 
recent major op. 

Frank Whitbeck talked advertising 
to the 20-30 club. 

Pinkie Tomlin back after p.a. trip 
| through Oklahoma. 
Mark Sandrich leaving shortly for 
'a vacash in Europe. 

Rosalind Russell motoring through 
Northern California. 

William Harrigan, Broadway actor, 
-Ogling possible film jobs. 
Dickie Jones entertained 40 film 
; juves at a birthday party. 
| Connie Bennett has air condition- 
| ing in her British made car. 
| 
| 
| 


anual golf tourney 





Sam Coslow and the missus 
turned from Death Valley trip. 


Raiph Block is touring Italy and | 


surveying picture possibilities. 
John W. Considine, Sr., in Good 
Samaritan hospital for checkup. 


John Howard, Par actor, suffered 
a broken ankle in a tennis match. 
| The Bing Crosbys home after 
spring racing session at Tanforan. 

Gypsy Rose Lee arrived from 
N. Y. for her pic debut at 20th-Fox. 

John Hay Whitney on the Coast to 
attend the preem of ‘A Star Is Born.’ 

Marsha Hunt received autographed 
photo from Mrs. Franklin D. Roose- 
velt. 

Leo Morrison planed to New York 
to reorganize and expand his east- 
ern office. 

Infection following dental job 
forced Heather Angel into hospital 
for treatment. 

Constantin Bakaleinikoff recu- 
perating at home following recent 
appendectomy. 

Winifred Hicks joined the Ned 
Marin agency after eight years of 
secretarying at MG. 

George Jessel planed to Omaha to 
emcee Variety club party in honor of 
Nebraska’s governor. 

Lou Irwin flew in from the east. 

May Robson guested by Los An- 
geles Breakfast club. 

David Rose of United Artists and 
Thomas Thunen of Abe Lyman’s 
band, planed in from N. Y. 

Jack LaRue is sending his dad and 
an uncle and aunt from New York 
to Italy as a birthday gift. 

Fred Welch, Joe Penner’s standin, 
received a punctured lung and other 
injuries in an auto accident. 

A. E. Thomas, scenarist on ‘The 
Good Old Soak,’ at Metro, will car- 
ry a film of the picture to N. Y. to 
show Don Marquis, author of the 
play. 

Howard J. Green, Par writer, at- 
tended classes at L. A. college to ob- 
tain atmosphere for ‘Cuckoo College,’ 
on which he is collabing with Morrie 
Ryskind. 

Gilbert Miller negotiating with 
Porter Hall, Par, contractee, to take 
a spot in Horace Jackson’’s new play, 
‘Question Mark,’ during the Coro- 
nation season in London. 

Hollywoodians sun-tanning at 
Lucien Hubbard’s guest ranch are 
Miriam Hopkins, Gracie Fields, the 
Nunnally Johnsons, the Frank 
Adams, the Nat Perrins, Franchot 
Tone and Joan Crawford. 

Masquers guested Dr. A. H. Gian- 
nini April 16. Other guests were 
Jesse L. Lasky, J. Cheever Cowdin, 
Charles R. Rogers, James P. Nor- 
manly, Rupert Hughes, Lew Brown, 
Graham Baker and Gene Towne. 





Palm Springs 





Frank Orsatti is sun-tanning. 

a Gus Kahns down for week- 
end. 

Dick Arlen joined his wife at their 
home. 

Buster Keaton doing his tricks at 
the Dunes. 

Simone’ Simon 
tennis from a pro. 

Jane Withers shooting over 
ducks at a gun-gallery. 

Joe Brown relaxing under a 
shave at the barber shop. 

Charles -Winninger and _ friends 
talking it over at a smart shop. 

Mrs. Bing Crosby, Lupe Velez and 
Johnny Weissmuller vacationing. 

Jack Kirkland. Harry Revel and 
Mack Gordon wending their ways 
about. 

Gracie Allen, George Burns. 
; George Gershwin and Eddie Cantor 


around. 


learning about 


the 





| Bryan Foy has sold his Palm 
Svrings home and is building an- 
other one. 


| Anna May Wong apologizing be- | 
| cause she wore a desert outfit instead | 


of a Chinese at a party. 

Another visiting gang included 
| Harry Joe Brown. Sally Eilers, Sol 
| Lesser and C. H. Conklin. 

Among other sun-tanning guests 
are Jack Oakie and wife. Vicki 
Palmer, Sophie Tucker ad the Cliff 

| Reids. 


re- | 








News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
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Dutch Schultz aide until she read 
it in the papers. 

One of the riders in the Pittsburgh 
six-day bike race last week struck 


Failing to get attention for his!a man crossing the track and was 


Alfred Faro 
around a_ stone last Wednesday 
night and heaved it through the 
| window of Lindy’s restaurant, where 
writers and publishers congregate. 
| Held in $500, bail. 
Sonia Grenova, 
tainer, who claims to 
the common-law wife 
Edgar S. Appleby, wealthy 
| realtor, denied the right to trial by 
| jury in the surrogate’s court. Seeks 
| dower rights. 
| Congressmen find that a supreme 
| court decision holds baseball not 
'to be interstate commerce. so that 
| projected investigation is off. 
| Contracts let for the rebuilding 
of Steeplechase pier at Coney Island. 
| Old structure battered down by a 
runaway derrick during a storm last 
; December. 


songs, 


! 


nite club enter- 
have been 
of the late 
7. 


the N. Y. Zoo because an escaped 
orang-utan hugged Mrs. Pickett and 
tossed her son out of the monkey 
house, inflicting injuries necessitating 
the amputation of a toe. 


of Donald G. Watt, orch leader, sur- 
prised the supreme court Thursday 
when she applied for a divorce sans 
alimony, explaining she was able to 
support herself. Decision reserved, 


was undefended. 


the old Healy’s, to open in a couple 
of weeks. Will hold food items to 
not more than 10c and serve only 
soft stuff. Floor show and dancing. 


Sunday night theatre idea _ hot 
again, with ‘Kneel to the Rising Sun’ 
the probable first. To give plays a 
tryout. Burgess Meredith said to be 
among those interested. Idea is used 
in London for plays not approved by 
the censor for public performance. 

Philly Symph plans to pop price 
its Saturday night concerts next sea- 
son and give five of them on Thurs- 
days instead of Saturdays. Season 
will run 29 weeks, with Stokowski 
on the podium for six weeks, and 
Ormandy the remainder of the series. 

State Liquor Authority has _ re- 
voked 25 licenses for infractions. 
Ubangi club takes a rap for selling 
on Sunday during prohibited hours. 

Report of Rockefeller Foundation 
shows that last year World Wide 
received $40,000 for transcriptions 
of radio programs, while $120,000 
went to Museum of Modern Art, of 
N. Y., to establish a film library. 

Police chief and deputy appointed 
for the N. Y. World’s Fair. Will take 
over at once to police grounds. 

Use of aircraft on or over Lake 
George, N. Y., banned by a state bill 
just signed. 

Tom Adrian Cracraft gets a ver- 
dict of $20,000 for injuries sustained 
in an auto accident near Westport, 
Conn., in ’35. Told court his hurts 
prevented him from following his 
career as a scenic designer and 
forced him into the WPA. 

Helen Hayes to be the guest of 
honor at the British Empire Corona- 
tion ball in N. Y. May 12. 

Denis Plimmer, son of Harry Plim- 
mer, of ‘Victoria Regina,’ winner of 
the Columbia U. playwright contest. 

Eliel Saarinen, Michigan architect, 
named to design the pavilion for the 
Boston Symph at Stockbridge, Mass. 

Episcopal Actors Guild re-elected 
George Arliss prez at its meeting 
last Friday. Osgood Perkins, Otis 
Skinner and Edwin Milton Royle 
V.D.’s. 

Tania Lubova, of the nitery act 
of Maria Montiglio, killed in a N. Y. 
rehearsal hall Sunday as she was 
preparing her act. Attacker used a 
hammer. She was a violinist of con- 
siderable ability and a dancer. Hall 
was in the WOV studio building. 

Henrietta Additon, former deputy 
police commissioner, appointed head 
of welfare agencies for the N. Y. 
World’s Fair. Mrs. Sidney Borg to 
head an advisory committee. 

Eddie Dowling toying with the 
idea of bringing over the Abbey 
Theatre Co. from Dublin for next 
season. 

Actors’ Repertory Theatre asking 
for one-act plays. If it gets ’em, it 
will get busy again. 

Five persons slightly hurt when 
a six-foot square of plaster fell from 
the ceiling of Lundy’s restaurant, 
Sheepshead Bay, last Sunday. 

Giulio Marconi, son of the in- 
o> ag” in N. Y. to study radio meth- 
oas., 
with RCA. 

Goldman band concerts will start 
in Central Park June 16. Initialer 
will be his 1,070th concert in 
series and open the 20th season. 

Cieveland ciaims the figure of 66.- 
602 persons at the Met op. in one 
week beats all world records for a 
similar period,. 

Maurice Evans to do ‘Richard II’ 
Sunday (25) for Stage Relief. 

Alice Wallace, chorus girl. given 
a divorce from Abraham Weinberg. 





Sara Allen Watt, dancer and wife | 


but decree probable, as the action | 
a | Joseph L. Moody, 


Will put in two or three years | 


the | 


wrapped one | catapulted 


| 


Pickett family, of Brooklyn, suing | 





New Golden Glades, on the site of | 


' 





into the stands. Five 
spectators treated for minor injuries. 





Coast 





Mrs. Barbara’ Rogers Koenig. 
actress, received a Givorce from 
William Koenig, Metro executive, in 
L.A. on grounds of cruelty. Property 
settlement gives her a home, $11.000 
in gems, and weekly payments of 
$250 to total $23,750. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Greene O'Neill won 
an uncontested divorce decree in 
Reno from Eugene G. O'Neill, Jr.. 
son of the playwright. They were 
married in 1931. 

Frederick Hugh Herbert, scenarist, 
filed suit for divorce in L.A. against 
Arline L. Herbert, former actress. 

Maysie Coucher Ames, who writes 
under the pen name of Mayside 
Greig, filed suit for divorce in Reno 


against Delano Ames of London. 
Desertion is charged 
Marion Ann Vernon, former ac- 


tress, receives $400 monthly under a 
L. A. court order from Wally Ver- 
non, actor, pending a divorce suit. 

Faith Cole MacLean Moody, for- 
mer wife of Douglas MacLean, filed 
suit for divorce in L. A. from Capt. 
retired marine, 
now in film work in Hollywood. 

Pat de Cicco was arrested in Bev- 
erly Hills on a traffic warrant issued 
in Pomona, Cal. While in court 
awaiting the setting of a trial date, 
two other charges, including the al- 
leged failure to pay rent, were filed 
against him. 

Judith Allen, actress, received a 
divorce in L. A. from Jack Doyle, 
pugilist-actor. 


N.Y. BOOKIES’ SLIM B.R.’S 
CAUSES EARLY SQUAWKS 


With the class of thoroughbred 
race horses now concentrated in 
New York, the bookmakers started 
squawking the very first day of the 
Jamaica (Long Island) meeting last 
Thursday (15). It is not unusual for 
players to win early in the season, 
and it is the usual thing for the 
betting layers to yell they were 
taken. 


Indications are that most of the 
bogkies arrived with slim bankrolls, 
so lean, in fact, that they had to get 
the edge from the jump in order to 
pay off. Clubhouse bookies were 
not affected, but those under the 
grandstand, where small coin usu- 
ally figures, were unable to pay 
wages to their runners who circulate 
among stand patrons. 
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MARRIAGES 


Betty Maynard to Edgar A. Guest, 
Jr., in Detroit, April 10. Bride non- 
pro. Bridegroom is radio editor of 
Detroit Free Press and news com- 
mentator over WJR, Detroit. 


Mitzi Haynes, actress, to Dave 
Gould, Metro dance director, April 
16, in Albuquerque, N. M. Bride is 
appearing in ‘Behind Red Lights’ on 
Broadway. 

Jane Griswold to William Bris- 
bane, in Los Angeles, April 18. 
Groom is film actor at RKO. 


Catherine Fletcher to Jack Shelley. 
in Boone, Ia., April 17. Groom is 
assistant news ed at WHO, Des 
Moines. 


Margaret Germo to Percy R. Kent, 
at Riverside, Cal., April 4. Groom 
is in charge of real estate for 
National Theatres Corp., in N. Y. 
Bride was for past two years his 
secretary. 

Lois January, film actress, to Abe 
Meyer, April 17, Chatsworth, Calif. 
Groom is president of Hollywood 
Music Synchronizing Co. 

Beatrice Mills to Joe Myrow, sons- 
writer, in Los Angeles, April 20. 
Bride is daughter of Irving Mills. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Ed Barravalle, son 


April 16, in Los Angeles. Father is 
a Metro sound engineer. 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry H. Wicker- 


sham, daughter, in San Francisco. 
April 13. Father is production man- 
ager at KJBS. Mother (Gloria Cas- 


Told a Schenectady judge she did | Person) formerly with KJBS anc 
not know he was a gunman and ' Kelso Norman agency. 


et am 
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Cole Bros.-Clyde Beatty 





Chicago, April 16. 
ing here as a three-ring circus 
Petey ° 14-day engagement, fol- 
lowing debut at the Hippodrome, 
N. Y., as a one-ring and stage affair, 
the Cole Bros.-Clyde Beatty circus 
has completed its roster of acts for 
the season, and is ready for its sea- 
son’s tour. At its opening at the 
Chicago Stadium Friday (16) it 
gives promise of being one which 
is a bit different, and one which will 
be remembered. 
Show has been sold excellently, 
with paper everywhere, and news- 


apers giving ‘¢ a break in both 
Pictures and story space. 
Spectacle is in heavy, and very 


well done. Show is carrying 60 girls, 
good lookers, and well dressed. 

Also notable is the aggregation of 
clowns, and the smart, up-to-the- 
minute routines which they use, 
many of which are of a satirical na- 
ture. Circus carries 25 of the funny 
men, 18 of whom make up the clown 
band which appears in the center 
ring about the middle of the show. 
Of these 25, Emmett Kelly, who 
works throughout the whole show, 
strictly pantomime, must be men- 
tioned. Beside doing a regular rou- 
tine of the sad-faced-tramp comedy- 
pathos which gave laughs to even 
circus performers, he does satire on 
the WPA, sit-down strikes, and a 
number of other current subjects. 
Other bits by the clowns, and these 
are mentioned because clowns seem 
to hold a greater place in this than 
other circuses, are a burlesque of the 
man-shot-out-of-a-cannon, 14 step- 
ping out of a roadster, take-offs on 
Rubinoff and his_ violin, Time 
Marches On, and the regular walk- 
around routines. Chester Barnett 
with his dog Trixie who circles the 
arena on its hind legs, and then 
wants to come back for more, is also 
more than just passingly clever. 

Clyde Beatty act has been moved 
up from last spot, where he was at 
the Hippodrome, to the “rst part of 
the bill. Mrs. Beatty also takes a 
hand at handling the cats, and does 
a great job, with Beatty, showman 
that he is, just outside the cage, 
seemingly with every muscle tense, 
adds thus another thrill to his wife’s 
act. 

While girl-spectacle, clowns, and 
the Beattys are the greatest points 
of strength this show has to offer, 
the weakest, at least at present, is 
the horses. In several instances, 
during the opening, they were abso- 
lutely uncontrollable even while do- 
ing a bull-ring routine. Those in the 
two outside rings broke away, time 
after time, to run wild around the 
arena, and to the center ring where 
they did everything but break up the 
routines of the 24 being put through 
their paces by Jorgen M. Christian- 
sen. These latter, handled by one of 
the most capable trainers in the busi- 
ness, almost make up for the faults 
presented by the others. Also back 
to handle the high school horses 
ridden by the girls, and also the 
waltzing horses ridden by girls in 
Colonial costume, Christiansen does 
some great riding himself with a 
Carioca dancing horse. 

New addition to the show is Ken 
Maynard, picture star cowboy, who 
did some nifty roping and shooting. 
The man is picturesque in appear- 
ance, and his work is good. He should 
get away from a bad habit of over- 
emphasizing every movement he 
makes. 

The Wild West show. with which 
he works, needs some better routin- 
ing, not being quite up to standard 
in thrills, but that may have been 
due again to improper handling of 
horses. But things like saddliag a 
bucking bronco to lead out a tame 
horse instead of vice versa. a thing 
which happened last night is in- 
excusable. 

Wire walkers, trapeze artists. and 
aerial workers abound in the show. 
Every act of these types is above 
standard. Frank Shepherd, high 
trap artist, is now built up by an 
assemblage of show and chorus girls 
Spotted along with * im, and the cos- 
tumes they wear are something 
which would make legit producers 
envious. Shephard does heel and toe 
— 80 feet in the air, without a 
et. 

Harold Barnes. young wire walker 
who opened at the Hippodrome and 
was taken out. is back again, but he 
Is still not sold right. His routine of 
dancing, back somersaults, and stand- 
ing on the wire for long periods. 
eaves no room for argument. He 


deserves a better build-up: he should | 


have the center ring spotlighted; and 
the band should stop during one or 
two of the more difficult tricks. 

-oreover, he should not be allowed 

wear purple and lavender. 

Rest of the acts and routining 
Seem to be about the same as when 
the circus appeared at the Hippo- 
drome. Mme. Rita La Plate with 
her breakaway finish on a high tra- 
peze act was sensational here, as 
were the red-costumed Behee-Ruby- 
att—Ben Hamid Arab troupes and 
their pyramiding. 

Elephants now number 18, 
work all three rings. The way 
Allen handles them through a cap- 
ital routine makes the thing look 
easy, even to her lining them up on 
the arena for an everybody up on 
their hind legs bit. 

Same line-up of teeter-board spe- 
Clalists, Jap acrobatic acts, sea) turns, 


and 
Jean 





and balancing ladder performers are 
being used here. 

Given their engagement here to be 
spent in re-routining things, and a 
general work-over for better effects, 
the show should turn out to be one 
of the top circuses of the season. In 
running almost four hours, for the 
first performance, it can be seen that 
it needs trimming, and a general 
telescoping. Crew, getting used to 
their routines, will help, and girl 
numbers, in some cases, and partic- 
ularly the opener, can well stand 
slicing. Locp. 


WALLACE BROS. 


Charlotte, N. C., April 18. 


Ray Rogers opened the circus he | 
near | 
here for the past several years under 


has wintered at York, S. C., 


new canvas at York, April 8. He 
went to Hollywood for the first high- 
priced feature he has ever offered— 
Hoot Gibson and his horse ‘Rowdy.’ 

Rogers opened this year as Wal- 
lace Brothers Circus. It has been 
Barnett Brothers Circus for years. 
But he expects to cover much of the 
territory he was in last year with 
Barnett Brothers and no feature at 
25 cents, and he knew he couldn't 
go back over the same ground with 
the same name this year at 50 cents, 
even with the feature. 

His first plan was to put out two 
shows, one with Hoot at 50 cents and 
one similar to the show he has been 
taking out at 25 cents. But instead 
he invested in land and buildings for 
a permanent winter quarters at 
York, constructed a lot of new roll- 
ing equipment, and went out with 
one larger show. Meantime he found 
two men at Macon with a hankering 
to get into the circus business. They 
are the Wallace Brothers, automobile 
dealers, so he took them into the 
business, gave the new and enlarged 
show their name, and his press men 
are quoting Col. George Wallace 
about the season’s offerings. 

The show travels in Chevrolet 
trucks exclusively, and arranges 
local tig-ins with the Chevy dealers. 

The management of the show in- 
cludes, in addition to Rogers as gen- 


eral manager: Capt. Tom Burns, 
equestrian director and _ elephant 
trainer; Charles Forest, assistant 


equestrian director; Ed Raymond, 
producing clown; W. R. Tumber, 
manager of the sideshow and press 
back; Harold Lengs, contracting and 
tie-ups and director of press; Dary 
E. Miller, four days ahead of the 
show as press story man; Oscar 
Wiley, general agent; Virgil Pruitt, 
brigade agent; Vestal Pruitt, car 
manager of advertising; and Harry 
Morris, 24-hour agent. 

Opening at York was in a down- 
pour of rain and a sea of mud, but 
every opening since the show has 
wintered at York has been in the 
rain, so the folks took it good na- 
turedly as an omen of good business, 
since the show has continued to 
prosper from year to year. 


All the acts were not in for the 
epening, and one that did report— 
Tom Shaw, high wire—fell and 
broke an arm two days before the 
opening. 

Hoot Gibson did little but con- 
tribute his name. He rode in and 
smiled three times. His stuff was 
reserved for the wild west concert, 
it was announced. But in the con- 
cert he merely announced other 
numbers. His only act was one rope 
spin from the back of his horse. He 
will undoubtedly contribute more to 
the show later, however. In the first 
place, it is a brand new game to him, 
and his horse was highly nervous 
and excited. 
looking after ‘Rowdy’ and 
him acclimated to the circus atmos- 
phere. 

Acts include the Voleros, the For- 
ests and the Kotches, flying comedy 
bar acts; Four Rogers’ Sisters 
(daughters of Owner Rogers), bare- 


back riding, and later tight wire; 
Capt. Thomas Burns’ elephants; 
Pearl Harris, aerialist (who does 


heel and toe, and climaxes with a 
forward somersault to the heel); Tan 
Araki Japs, foot juggling and perch; 
Eddie Kendricks, principal rider; 
Viola and Harry Rooks, head balance 
and traps; John Kanar, head balance 
and traps; Captain Dalbeanie, stair- 
case act (using a large wagon wheel 
and walking it pogo-stick like up a 
staircase and then jumping it off 
onto mats); Ted Lewis, high schoo! 
horses; Ursuline, McIntosh and Har- 
ris, muscle grinds; Knarr, Delroys, 
Simmons and LaBirds, comedy acro- 
bats, and Pearl Harris, P. Eddy, iron 


boxing: Rooks and Sills, perch; Sills, 
foot slide; and the close was an In- 


| dian spec, with horses, wigwams, red 


tapers burning and the best costum- 
ing of the show. 

Elephants work on the lot putting 
up and taking down, in addition to 
their performance. Several minor 
tumbles came the first night, from 
the low wire and with the foot- 
gling Japs, with no injuries. There 
was a general clumsiness, 


jug- 


season. 


Drawing attention in the wild west 


concert. as outstanding in program 
of usual roping, whip work, riding, 
bucking and the like was nine-year- 


The show has 150 pneople. 
Herb. 


rode well. 





He had his hands full | 


getting | 2s of Foreign Wars. 
a . 





| cations 


however, | 
| that will pass off with the advancing 


MIDGET CIRCUS PREPS 
FOR SOUTHERN DATES 


Dallas, April 20. 

New novelty circus, ‘Stanley Gra- 
ham’s International Midget Circus,’ 
owned by Stanley Graham and John 
McMahon, is set to open here May 
21, following which it will play 
Southwestern territory, in almost all 
cases, booking its dates under aus- 
pices of local business firms and 
newspapers. 

Circus will travel in 20 ears, car 
ries 130 midgets, including an 11- 
piece colored-midget washboard 
band, and a 24-piece midget brass 
band, 11 elephants, 20 ponies, a hip- 
popotamus, Christy’s Liberty horses, 
three mule acts, 70 ponies, three lit- 
tle pigs, bears, seals, and dogs. 

Will come in here under auspices 
of Salesmen’s Club and local news- 
paper, and will follow for five days 
at San Antonio, sponsored by Sum-- 
mer Dry Goods store. Date at Ard- 
more, after San Antonio, is only one 
played direct; Tulsa being sponsored 
by Oklahoma World, and Ok'shoma 
City by Hinkle’s Department store 
and Oklahoman. Other towns are 
being lined up at present. 


Barry's Deal Puts Him 
In Control of H-W Tric 


Chicago, April 20. 
Howard Y. Barry has bought con- 
trolling interest in Hagenbeck-Wal- 
lace circus, now at Coliseum, by 
taking over the 87% of stock owned 





by J. Frank Hatch, Barry takes 
over as. president and_ general 
manager. 


General Motors is in on this deal, 
with G. M. having indicated it would 
back circus if Barry took control. 


Ringling Coast Dates 


Los Angeles, April 20. 

Ringling Bros. circus will play 
three Coast dates some time this sum- 
mer. Big show grossed around 
£240,000 on five-day stand here two 
years ago. 

Only towns on Coast to be played 
on forthcoming tour will be Los 
Angeles, Santa Barbara and San 
Francisco. 











Compulsory Courtesy 


South Bend, Ind., April 20. 
Hagenbeck - Wallace circus, con- 
tracted and billed for April 26, can- 
celled in favor of Cole Bros., which 
plays Policemen’s Benefit May 4. 
Ken Maynard, Cole’s wild west 
feature, here April 12 for Stude- 
baker corporation employes exhibi- 
tion ahead of Chicago engagement. 
H-W reported to open under canvas 
at Kokomo, Ind., April 27. 





Under Auspices 


Mt. Vernon, N. Y., April 20. 
The O. C. Buck carnival is show- 
ing here for two weeks under aus- 
pices of Mount Vernon post, Veter- 


Back in 1928 the city banned car- 
nivals, but the regulation has since 
been modified to the extent that car- 
nivals playing for local charity will 
be allowed. 





Circus Notes 


With business building throughout 
the week to the second 


num & Bailey circus’ total takings 


at Madison Square Garden, N. Y.. 
will top last season’s despite the 
missed Easter week. Sunday 


| matinee’s record attendance came as 
jaw: Delroys and LaBirds, comedy | 


fear 


neortk 
Aivith as « 


a surprise and visitors rby 
points remained for the night per- 
formance. Tickets for the week-end 
performances were mostly sold out 
in advance. 

Big show is scaled at $3.85 for 
arena boxes, 


side 
end boxes being $3.30. 


Top price is somewhat higher than | 
| in the past two seasons, but the high- 
est price tickets are the first to be | 


sold. 

Understood that when the debts 
the late John Ringling are paid hi 
estate will be small. Any settlement 


of 


| will be held up by the Government: 


old Dorothy Lewis. who rode. and | income tax claim, said to amount to | 


several million. Federal 
(Continued on page 63) 


people 








Saturday | 
|and Sunday afternoon sell-out, indi- | 
are that the Ringling-Bar- | 


ee 


VARIETY 61 


— — 





TIED BUT LOOSE 
Cole Stops Two Acts from Opposi- 
tion, But Loses Them for Show 
Chicago, April 20. 
Suit which was krought against 
Harry M. Cress, Ira Millette, and 
Ernie White troupes by the Cole 
Bros.-Clyde Beatty circus, when it 
was allegedly found that the acts had 
signatured fur the entire season with 
Hagenbeck - Wallace after having 
signed to play the Chicago engage- 


| ment with Cole Bros., came up be- 


fore Judge Allegretti of Cook Co. 


| Superior last week. 


Injunction which 


was given 
genbeck-Wallace during Chicago en- 
gagement, but contained 
which forces them to 
Cole Bros. 


clause 
with 


no 
appear 


Abe Marowitz represented the per- | 
| grounds 


formers. 


DALLAS TAKES FORM 
AS OPENING NEARS 


Dallas, April 20. 

Dallas exposition officials are 
bringing plans for the Pan American 
stanza out of the nebulous stage to 
the point where they have form. 

George Marshall, 
mogul for the fair, reported before 
leaving Saturday (17) for New York 
that details for theatre-casino are 
Shaping nicely. He acceded to plea 
of Veloz and Yolande to withdraw 
from contract calling for appearance 
in opening show. He accepted 
Georges and Jalna as substitutes for 
dance team but forced Music Cor- 
poration to deliver Benny Goodman’s 
band in the deal. 

He has Irving Kahal and Sammy 
Fain working on music for show and 
has obtained rights to ‘Bolero’ for 
opener. He wants a hit parade 
socker on a blue bonnet theme out 
of his songsmith duo. In New York 
he will try to sign a name singer 
for first show. 

Jo Mielziner, scenic artist on ca- 
sino, is on hand with staff working 
out Latin-American motif with 
George Dahl, expo architect. The 
Casino will seat 1.800 customers at 
tables and about 300 others will have 
‘spectator seats.” Mielziner is work- 
ing out stage which will revolve and 
can be projected. It is understood 
that Marshall will try to get Carl 
Hoff as director of show band, made 
up of local musicians. 

Marshall also will try to line up 
concert artists for outdoor theatre, 
a commitment already having been 
obtained from Gladys Swarthout. He 
is due back in Dallas May 15 and 
will be here more or less perma- 
nently until show is over. 

Ralph Hitz is expected in today 
(20) to sign contract for catering at 
Casino. He already has signed for 
similar service at Fort Worth and 
Cleveland shows. 


Downie Tails Wallace 


East Liverpool, O., April 20. 

Downie Bros. circus is trailing the 
new Wallace Bros. motorized outfit 
into the upper Ohio valley by less 
than a week, it was indicated here, 
with the granting of a permit to the 
former show to appear here May 2. 
The Wallace Bros. date here 
April 28. 

Mayor Earl Greenawalt has prom- 
ised the Johnny Jones Exposition 
the only carnival permit of the year 
for a week in June. Policy here 
has been only one carnival permit 
for a season and that to a show of 
merit. 





SHEESLEY SHOVES OFF 
Charlotte, N. C., April 20. 


Sheesley Midway, carney that win- | 
tered here, put in opennig week here | 


with what Capt. John Sheesley de- 


scribed as the best opening in 15 | 


years. Press agent ‘Whitey’ Newell | 
had excellent local tieups and the 
press went to town for him, as well 


as radio and other promotional me- 


diums. Everything new and bright. 
All the usuai shows and conces- 
sions, with three rides. Personnel 
that came in here to winter quarters | 
last fall going out again. Moved} 
from here into Tennessee. 
. 
Circus Routes 
Week of April 26 
Al G. Barnes-Sells Floto 
an Jone, Cal., 26 Reiwood Cits 


é oad Ci 
un Mateo, 28 San Francise 


Cole Bres.-Clyde Beatty 


Chicas 


May 


Hagenbeck-Wallace 
Chicago 

Ringling Bros-Barnum & Bailey 
New York. 








| most 


oe | tempted here, being divided into five 
entertainment 
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GETTING BUSY IN 
FORT WORTH 
GROUNDS 


Fort Worth, April 20. 
Although Billy Rose refuses to say 


| what his next show at Fort Worth 


pre- 
vents acts from appearing with Ha- | 


Casa Manana he 


intends to do with the fair grounds 


will be or what 


here, it is understood that the Casa 
Manana show will be built around 
the history of Texas, and that a new 
deal is being worked out fair 
patrons, with combination 
tickets to be sold, which will include 
both gate and all attractions. 

Several of the large buildings on 
the grounds have been demolished in 
order to make room for the trans- 
planting of 32 huge trees to give the 
grounds a more parky appearance. 
Also the latest in fire prevention 
equipment has been installed. 

Casa Manana show will be one of 
elaborate productions yet 


for 


at- 


sections, which will depict not only 
historical eras of the state, but the 
different industries and regions as 
well. First division will be Mexican, 
depicting the Alamo; second, will be 
pageantry describing old-time cattle 
rustling, and’‘use all sorts of riders 
as well as an elaborate presentation 
of the west of the '70s; third, section 
will be a picturesque vignette of 
Stephen Foster period, including cot- 
ton picking musical; fourth will show 
the Rio Grande fruit industry, its 
growth and importance; and the last 
section will be one devoted to oil, 
and a general finale of whoopee, 
modern in character. 

Ned Albert now heads the pub- 
licity and advertising staff. 


GEORGIA GETS HOT ON 
WORLD FAIR EXHIBIT 


Atlanta, April 20. 

Georgia is preparing to launch 
campaign to raise $50,000 for a 
Georgia exhibit in Hall of States at 
New York’s World Fair. Drive got 
its impetus from visit of Leslie L. 
Baker, of New York, Fair Commis- 
sioner, who was here last week and 
conferred with Gov. E, D. Rivers and 
other state and civic leaders. 

State itself is prohibited by con- 
stitutiunal limitation from appropri- 
ating funds for exhibit, Rivers de- 
clared, but can send representatives 
of its various departments to serve 
as guides and directors. 


Chi Circus Take 


Chicago, April 20. 

Cole Bros.-Clyde Beatty show 
headed for mighty $50,000 take on its 
initial week at the big 14,000-seat 
Stadium and figures to hold to that 
pace or better until its closing here 
on May 2. 

At the smaller Coliseum the Ha- 
genbeck - Wallacc - Forepaugh - Sells 
circus, after taking a fine $27,000 on 
its first week, got flattened a bit last 
week on the competition and will 
wind its second week up to around 
$21,000. 

Matinees on week-days are off at 
both joints, with the nights okay. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 














Noti« hereby ywiven that the City 
Council of the City of Long Beach iW 
receive sealed bids at the City hall, 
Long Keach, N. Y., on Tuesmiay, May 4in 
1937, at & 600 P.M., at which time they 

| will be publicly opened and read, for the 
| leasing of the following exclusive con- 
cessions in and about the Ocean Beach 
Park in the City of Longe Beach 
(a) Boardwalk Wheelchair Concession, 
(bs Beach Chair and Umbfella Con- 
n 

(c) Beach and Roardwalk Photo Cone 
‘ on 

(al) | h Restaurant Cones ion, 

fed Com ort tion {ores “ 

Any bidder ma bidl of any one or 
mor of he conce r listed above 

The Information for Bidder Form of 
Bici orn 4 Contract and/or lease art 
License ! uding the general condi- 
ti > pecifications, etc.,, and copics 

| thereof may be examined and obtained 
at the Office of the City Clerk, City 
Hall, Long Beach, N. Y 

Each bidder must deposit with his bid 
security in the amount of not less than 
56 of the bid in the form and subject 
to the conditions provided in the infor- 
mation for bidders No bidder may 
withdraw his bid within fifteen (15) 
‘lays after the date set for the opening 
tte real 

The City of Long Beach reserves the 
right to reject any informalities in and 
to reject any and all bids, and te recep 
any bid it deems most advantageous to 
the City 
Dated April 9th, 1937 

JAMES G,. BLAKE, City Clerl 
Long Keach, N. ¥. 
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Gotham Burley Won't Reopen Til Fall; 
Minsky, in Rage, Ejected from Hearing 


| balanced by the production effort, | 


There is no immediate action 
planned by Abe Minsky to reopen 
his law-shuttered Gotham theatre, 
N. Y.. via an appeal from the crimi- 
nal conviction on an indecent per- 
formance of last week, or reapplica- 
tion for license when revoked pres- 
ent license. up May 1, expires. Any 
action in the field will come from 
outside forces and on the opposing 


side with Catholic church authori- 
ties and reform leagues keeping a 


close watch on the situation and 
talking a drive unless there is a gen- 
eral cleanup. 

License of the Gotham was re- 
voked April 15 after a stormy hear- 
ing in the license offices between 
Abe Minsky and the commissioner. 
Defendant Minsky was ejected from 
the proceedings when he flared up at 
Paul Moss. Following day Special 
Sessions court passed sentence on 
conviction, nicking the corporation 
for $500 and handing Manager Sam 
Kraus a suspended sentence. 

The Storm Breaks 

Commissioner Moss’ request that 
Abe Minsky take the stand during | 
license revocation hearing brought 
out the vitriol in both, and resulted | 
in Minsky being ejected from the 
session on Moss’ orders. 

Minsky refused to testify, not be- | 





ing an officer of the corporation, and | 
added that he was ‘only a spectator.’ | 
Moss said there was no room for 
rubber-necks and requested that he | 
leave. At that point Minsky accused | 
Moss of being uninformed and at- | 
tempting censorship on a flourishing | 
business, after a short three-year ac- 
quaintance, adding that poor bus!- | 
ness at commish’s brother’s theatre, | 
B. S. Moss new Criterion filmer, | 
had further aggravated him. 

Text of the battle was lost when | 
pair flared, with Moss finally order- | 
ing attending officer to aid Minsky’s | 
exit. 

P. S.—License revoked. 


Quite probable that the matter will 


remain status quo until fall, when Republic and Milton Brook’s non- | 


it is hoped feeling will have died 
down, and application can be made 
for a new license. Operators deem 


it wasted effort to attempt regaining | 


their house while the wave is on, 
and will wait. Possibility of an ap- 
peal is also temporarily off, since 


they do not want to aggravate the 
condition and are mindful of the 
expense. 


Oxford Burley Migr. 
Held Up Second Time 


Three men 
Franklin, 





held_. up .. Frederick 
manager of the Oxford 


turley theatre in Brooklyn Monday | 


(19) morning and got away with 
$1,100, part of the Saturday-Sunday 
receipts. Haul might have been 
larger had not the performers and 
employes been paid off the previous 
day. 

At the time only Franklin and two 
cleaners were in the house, and it 
is presumed the men entered through 


one of the exit doors, all of which | 


were open to air the house. They 
made their way to his office and 
covered him with a gun. binding 
him before they took their departure. 

The house was held up in March 
of last year by two men who were 
caught and are now serving time in 
Sing Sing. 





Republic Gets Summons; 


Second N. Y. Burley Pinch 


Burlesque received its second 
whack last week when Ed Wein- 
stock’s Republic theatre on West 42d 
street was issued a regular police 
summons by the second deputy com- 
missioner’s office on charge of giv- 
ing an indecent performance. 
plaint is answerable April 22 in 7th 
district court, N. Y. 

Matter was handled by police in- 
vestigators acting on downtown in- 
struction to o.o. the theatres, and 
has no connection with anti-vice and 
religious activities. 

Probable that defendants will seek 
a postponement, in view of the cur- 
rent ill-feeling since the Gotham 
pinch and conviction last week. Lat- 
est nab was made while the Gotham 
case was pending. Also very un- 
likely that the case will be moved 
to any other court than the magis- 
trate’s for which it is skedded. 
Switch of the Gotham case to Special 
Sessions was instigated by attorneys 


for the defendants, who later re- 


gretted the move, which caused all} 


the adverse publicity. 


Com- 





Approving Justice 





Chicago, April 20. 

Impresarios of nudies were 
cheered last week by a decision 
handed down by Judge Jacob 
Hermas, of the Morals Court, 
in the trial of Fritzie Wick, Art 
Institute model, who was ac- 
cused of giving an alleged inde- 
cent performance at a_ loop 
party. 

Judge was quoted as saying. 
‘If it’s Art in the Art Institute. 
it’s Art on State street, Wabash 
avenue, or any other street, as 
far as I'm concerned.’ 

Further reports quote him as 
saying he would issue an in- 
junction preventing any police 
interference in cases of nude 
performances in theatres, pro- 
viding no bumps were handed 
out. 











N. Y. BURLEYS PLAN | 


SUMMER CONTINUANC 


Despite playing under wraps, and 





ito resultant lessened biz since the 


conviction of the Gotham theatre, 
last week, majority of N. Y.’s burley 
houses see good chances of remain- 
ing open throughout the summer to 


finish off what has been the heftiest | 


season for flesh exposers to date. 
Some are installing cooling systems, 
others are repairing. All will re- 
main at their respective guns until 


| Burlesk Reviews 


| 
} 
| 





MINSKY’S, B’KLYN 


What Ed Weinstock lacks 
ently) in bumper exposure at his 
downtown King’s County barn is 
| and frequent results, manifested. 
Under guidance of Beverly Carr, 
current stock shows are somewhat 


wheelie offerings of season’s begin- 
ning Since the bluecoats got the 
upper hand in the local burley situ- 
ation, the damper is much in evi- 
dence. Nowhere is it more plain 


| than at Brooklyn's Times Sq., where | 


| the peelers still retain their dresses 
}on exiting, but where the comics 
add dressing to offset the femmes’ 
drapes. 

House supports what 
the largest company 


is probably 
hereabouts, 


| comprising six strippers, four com- | 
ics, two straights, two juves, a large | 


With ex- 
fat boy 


chorus and six show girls. 
|ception of Ben Chassen, 
| comic, 


grace. Line, while not good-look- 
ing can also be mentioned for hav- 
ing a trifle more on the dancing ball 
than too many of their sisters. Show- 
girls are in the same looks category, 


but show up well in better than 
average numbers. 
Highlights of the show are Bob| 


| Ferguson’s comedy delivery, Betty 
| Roland and Miss Carr’s production. 


| Ferguson does well to style himself | 


after Tow Howard in 
'dress and execution. 
{found offensive as mouthed by 
would-bes, are _ inoffensively  in- 
nuendoed by Ferguson. Miss Carr’s 
work is best shown in stylish back- 
grounds affected by Miss 
| Latter is a gem in burley with her 
almost perfect, 
figure, good looks and a toe and con- 
tortion dancing ability. 
are delivered, as usual, during terp 
routines. Particularly neat is a 
garden setting with entire line and 


mannerisms, 
Lines often 





as late as possible, thus setting a new | showgirl crews backgrounding for 


| record for summer. 


Those which will positively stick 
for the summer are Abe Minsky’s 


| Miss Roland’s efforts. Lighting here 
| is about the best in burley and helps 
| plenty. 

| Nothing remarkable about looks 


and Izzy Herk’s Gaiety, Max Wilner | or performances of Dorothy Allen, 


| and Emmett Calahan’s Apollo, Max | Jean 
| Rudnick’s Eltinge, H. K. and Mort Renee and Lillian Murray. 
| Minsky’s Oriental (new), John Mic- | it's because the heelers never get a 


cio’s Irving Place, Ed Weinstock’s 
union Fifth Avenue. Others of 
N. Y.’s total 14, Miccio’s People’s, 
Sam Raymond's Century and Star in 
Brooklyn, Sam Briskman’s Casino, 
| Brooklyn, Ed Weltnstock’s Minsky’s 
Brooklyn 
Oxford all 
warm spell. 

All have-notices posted already to 
cover themselves on the two-week 
notice stipulation of B.A.A., but hope 
inot to exercise them. Century. 
Brooklyn, will go stock with colored 


hope to weather the 


shows when last wheelie hits there, | 


next week, and continue with them 
{as long as possible into the summer. 
| Last summer saw unusually long 
'runs into the torrid. spell, so -with 
| this as an fmdication, they hope to 
repeat. Even Brooklyn, usually 
tough to buck, supported shows until 
very late last year and set a new rec- 
'ord. Abe Minsky was going to keep 
his Gotham open but courts changed 
| his mind for him. 


Ann Corio’s 8 Weeks 
In Philly a Record 


Philadelphia, April 20. 

Ann Corio, rated burlesque’s No. 1 
strip-teaser, wound up eight weeks 
at the Shubert here, last week, with 
biggest take ever garnered by one 
| burley star since the 
| wheel operations. Longest sustained 
|engagement by stripe femme in this 
town. 


this week in Boston. 





Mpls. Gayety Shuts May 7 
Minneapolis, April 20 
Gayety here is set to close for 
May 7. 
House started 
inendent Circuit 
three weeks 


season 
with Inde- 
switched 


"ae, 
ago to stock, 

Inderendent Burlesque 
Week of April 25 


(Quilt Casino 
But 


“('razy 
Nothing 
tnnmati. 
Top Hat Revue’ 
Pardon the 


rh 


ttsburg 
Datnes Gaayvety Cin- 


Rialto Chic 


(Glamour En route, Chi 


Night’ Casino, T 


Lingerie Troe, 


I’aris By 
Ladies in 
ohi 
Empire. Ne 
rust’'—Howard, Boston 
Models Hiudson, Union 


‘ 
Merry Maidens 
Beet l 


Brown Skin 


| Swing Girts’ Ciavely Washington, 
| “Toviand’—Gayety, Baltimore 
‘Pepper Pot Revue’—Capitol, Toledo 
‘Boze Snyder's Show’—Gayety, De 
troi, 


and Charlie Schwartz’s | 


old days of | 


Corio, now confining her-appear- | 
/ ances to eastern theatres, is playing | 


Irene 
Maybe 


Caton, Jean Carter, 


|chance to warm up because of the 
decency impositions. 

| Bert Carr, hebe comic, is his cus- 
|tomary indigo self here as in his 
|other recent locations. Gus Schill- 
ing, less funny and bluer than for- 
|mer, is equalled by Ben Chassen, 
| who, thankfully, does only one bit. 
| Bob Alda’s voice and appearance are 
}an asset to burley. As much can- 
|not be said for his co-worker, Ron- 
| nie Earls. 


Hurl. 


5TH AVE., N. Y. 


Using Variety's last notice of 
|‘worst burlesque in N. Y.’ in tabloid 
ads as a comeon, N. Y.’s only non- 
union burley can still honestly re- 
tain that dubious distinction because 
of its antediluvian character and sad 
physical condition. Nowhere else 
can burlesque, as a form of enter- 
tainment, receive the blackeye which 
the nondescript 5th Ave. delivers. 
It’s entertaining in the same uncon- 
; Scious sense that the Cherry Sisters 
| were, getting laughs the wrong way. 
Management is smart in sticking 
to the serious treatment. If show 
| was to burlesque itself the 
| would probably be more 
seats than at present. Expected 
bald heads and large eyed high- 
schoolers are conspicuously absent. 
| Majority of attendees are there for 
| the few laughs that are either not 
meant at all or carefully calculated. 
Still working cn a skeleton bud- 





empty 


|pers and even has a couple of the 
| girls doing a third straight trick, 
such as singing or dancing, to fill. 
What gals know about their individ- 
ual performances, including de- 
clothed chorus, could be printed on 
the back of a postage stamp. Marie 


Martin is also bad. Only one with 
a semblance of knowledge is Con- 
nie Lee Nash, best in looks and per- 
formance, but still way under par. 
Smiles Clara, talking woman, who 
more often giggles, is billed as cur- 
|rent star. Her performance in bits 
|and as piece de resistance in final 
peel definitely belies the appellation, 
; Nearly all are 
shapen. 

Comedy differs from the peeling in 
that it frequently goes the limit. 
Smokey Brown and Harry Kahle, 
unfunny comics, drop. thernselves 
and their material right into the 
gutter. Lou Holtzing by stagehand 
from behind the only drop is evi- 
dence of far reaching for laughs. 
Even the book and butcher hit ex- 
tremes in descriptive language dur- 
ing peddling. 

Costumes, in an equally deplor- 
able state, look like the result of a 
cleaning out at some ancient ware- 
house. Although faded and worn 
they don’t exceed in shape the crew 
they drape. Heretofore reluctant to 


, "5 ler are wiiec 
ungainiy anc mis- 





Hurl. 


of an improvement over the initial | 


cacky Gus Schilling, comic, | 
|}and singer, Ronnie lda, group de- | 
livers well enough for the field they | 


Roland. 
though diminutive | 


Her strips | 


Straights Jimmy Walters | 
)} and Edward Hayward are standard. | 


result | 


| get, house uses chorus for its strip- | 


Taylor's acrobatic dance is nothing | 
short of a lesson in what not to do. | 
Dual strip of Cecilia Dawn and June 


divulge names, the management is 
now willing. Variety withholds | 
most because of their condition. 


OBITUARTES 


(pres- | 


ENOCH E. TAYLOR 

Enoch E. Taylor, known profes- 
| sionally as ‘Enoch, the Man Fish,’ 
| died suddenly in Miami April 13. 
| Mr. Taylor, ever since coming to the 
| United States from his birthplace, 
Keighley, Yorkshire, England, about 
35 years ago, had been almost con- 
tinuously on the stage. 

He had a water act and made a 
specialty of remaining under water, 
developing this to the point where 
|he held the world’s record, which 
still remains unbroken, For remain- 
ing continuously under water his 
record is 4 minutes 461-5 seconds. 
On two occasions he held his breath 
for six minutes. He remained under 
water 14! minutes out of 15 on an- 
| other occasion. 

Survived by wife and daughter. 





MAURICE J. CAPLAN 


Metropolitan Motion Picture 
died April 18 at Henry Ford hos- 


| pital, Detroit, Mich., following an 
| operation. He had been ill since last 
October. 


Deceased, came to U. S. from Man- 
| chester, England, in 1903. 
| went to Detroit, where two years 
later he organized his firm. His was 
| the largest commercial film outfit 
| between N. Y. and the Coast, em- 
| ploying eight cameramen besides a 
large technical staff. He was a trus- 
| tee of local Variety Club. 
Burial April 20, in Detroit. 
| widow survives. 


His 


RAY PETERSON 
| Ray Peterson, 46, for past 14 years 
'an independent exhibitor in Pasa- 
|dena and Los Angeles, died in Los 
| Angeles April 16 from injuries sus- 
|tained when sideswiped fr@ém_ the 


| 


|running board of an auto truck on | 


| which he was riding to procure gaso- 
| line for his own car that had become 


| stalled. 
Peterson resumed operation of the 
|Fair Oaks theatre, Pasadena, last | 


| October after it had been leased to | 
Crown City Theatres for previous | 


year. He was also interested with 
Hobart Swan in the Vermont thea- 
tre, L. A. 

| The widow and one daughter sur- 
vive. 





GEORGE A. SCHILLER 
George A. Schiller, 80, on the stage 
| for more than half a century, died in 
a New York Hospital, April 13. 

He made his stage debut with the 
Boston Museum company, playing a 
' minor role in support of E. H. Soth- 
| ern and presently went to Mrs. John 
Drew’s company in Philadelphia, 
| later joining EF. E. Rice, producer of 
| ‘Evangeline’ and ‘Adonis.’ He played 
| with Edna May in ‘The Belle of New 





| York’ during both the local and 
London engagements and last ap- 
peared in 1934 in ‘Music Hath 


Charms.’ 
Interment in Brooklyn. 








SHIRLEY JO FINK 
Shirley Jo Fink, 12-year-old mus- 
ical and dancing prodigy 
wardsville, Ill, who appeared in 
1933. in productions at Municipal 


at St. Louis. 

She made first appearance as 
|singer and dancer at age of 6 and 
; appeared on St. Louis radio pro- 
|grams. Her father, Frank Fink, is 
|manager of Edwardsville, Ill., Mu- 
|nicipal band. Her mother and an 
elder sister survive. 
Edwardsville. 





WILLIAM C. NEWMAN 
William C. Newman, 61, who 
trouped with ‘Devil's Auction’ before 


doing 15-year stretch as operator of | 


Keith’s, two-a-day 
Cincinnati, and 


vaude 
since 1930 projec- 


tionist at the Rialto, a nabe there, 
died April 11 at his home in that 
city. 


Survived by his son, Clifford, en 
operator; a brother, Arthur, a_ per- 


former, now believed to be in Texas, | 


and a sister, Mrs. Edna Montgomery, 
Frankfort, Ky. 


DOROTHEA L. ABBOTT 


Dorothea L. Abbott, 51, legit ac- 
tress, who appeared in New York 
and on the road some years back, 


died April 12 from a heart attack 
at her home, Covington, Ky. 


Survived by a sister, Mrs. John J. | 


Strader, Cincinnati. 

(FOLTZ) BLUE 
(Foltz) Blue, 59, former 
mainly with circuses, and 


CHARLIE 
Charlie 
acrobat, 


| for the past 17 years an editor of 
| various outdoor departments on The 





Maurice J. Caplan, 47, president of | 
Co, 


In 1914 he | 


of Ed- | 


Opera in Forest Park, died last week | 


Interment in | 


Billboard, Cincinnati, died April 12 
in the hospital of the Nationa] Sol- 
diers’ Home, Dayton, O. 





RAYMOND A, FLYNN 
Raymond A. Flynn, 47, production 
| manager for Selznick-Internationa| 
|Inc., in Hollywood, died there April 
|16 following a periodical illness of 
;more than a year. His last work was 
}on ‘A Star Is Born.’ 
| Survivors include his widow. two 
| daughters, mother, three sisters and 
}four brothers, including Emmett a. 
Flynn, former film director, 





} 
| 


WILLIAM LINK 

| William Link, 70, blackface comic 

for 40. years, died April 17 in Holly- 

| wood. . 
Started in 81 with Ackerman & 

Harris and for years played Or- 

|pheum and Pantages circuits. 

| At Al Jolson’s suggestion he went 

to Coast for picture work. Services 

| and burial in Los Angeles, April 20. 





MATTHEW F. LUBY 

Matthew F. Luby, 47, for the past 
four years manager of the Empress 
and Capitol, Moncton, N. B., both 
picture houses, died there last week 
of a heart attack. 

He had been employed in film ex- 
hibiting for 25 years. Surviving are 
his widow, one son, three brothers 
and one sister. 


SHERMAN HILL 

Sherman Hill, 82, former Metro- 
politan Opera tenor known as Cre- 
monini, died in Los Angeles April 14. 

Before the turn of the century he 
appeared with Madame Schumann- 
Heink, Madame Melba, Tetrazzini, 
Caruso, Antonio Scotti and others. 
| He went to the Coast several years 
ago and operated a voice studio. 


JAMES DONNELLY 





James Donnelly, 72, stage and 
screen actor for 43 years, died in 
Hollywood April 13. 

He had been in pictures for 22 


years. He was a native of Boston. 





CHARLES FORSYTH BEATON 

Charles Forsyth Beaton, 40, prom- 
| inent figure in Atlanta, Ga., musical 
circles, died April 15 after long ill- 
ness. Affiliated with Atlanta Con- 
servatory of Music for past 10 years, 
Beaton was director of normal and 
piano departments at time of death. 





WALTER J. (WINK) BRIGGS 

Walter J. Briggs, 50, ex-performer 
in Shubert Passing Shows, died 
April 14 in Detroit. 

Born in Toronto in 1886, he went 
to Detroit in 1905. Recently he had 
been acting as m.c. in various Detroit 
cafes. 





LEE R, FOWLER 
Lee R. Fowler, 28, of Brandt, Cur- 
ran & Fowler, nitery and vaude 
singing act, died April 11 in Miami 
of a blood infection of the leg. Had 
been ill about three weeks, but until 








a few days before his death was 
thought to be recovering. 
BERT SINCLAIR 

Bert Sinclair, 65, associated with 


| his brother, George Sinclair, in the 
| operation of Meyers Lake _ park, 
| Canton, O., died there April 12 after 
| an extended illness. 
Besides his brother 
| Vives. 


a sister sur- 


EMMA FROHMAN 
Emma Frohman, sister of Daniel 
Frohman and an active aide in his 
| work for the Actors’ Fund, died April 
| 14 in New York after an illness of 
| six weeks. She had also been active 
| in war charities. 


house in |! 


WRIGHT GEDGE 
W. Wright Gedge, 53, manager of 
WMBC, Detroit, died April 15, of 
} pneumonia. Story in radio section. 
He was also a director of National 
Association of Broadcasters. 





Maurice Wilner, 81, father of Max 
| Wilner, part operator of Apollo the- 
latre, West 42d street, N. Y., died 
| April 17 at French hospital, New 
York City. 

Wife, 43, of Meyer Marks, former 
|partner in Marks Bros., Chicago 
| theatre operators, died in Chicago, 
, April 18. 
| Mother of Reba and Inez C! 
| fonte, former vaude act, died 
| Lake Worth, Fla., April 4. 





Mother of Alice Duer Miller. ! 
elist, died in Los Angeles April 19- 


—= 
— 
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of a routine or tossing wise cracks. 
It is fast moving and gets the show 
off to a snappy start. The most pre- 
tentious numbers in the first act, 
which is far superior to the one 
which follows, are ‘Jungle Land,’ in 
which colored members of the WPA 
project presented spectacular, but 
highly suggestive Voodoo dances, 
which were plenty hot; ‘On the 
Road to Moscow and ‘Waikiki 
Beach.’ 

Second act gets off to a sluggish 
start with “Toyland Fantasy’ which 
was slowed up considerably by the 
story of a pair of witches who turned 
Prince Charming into a frog and 
who finally had the tables turned on 
them. Maxine Dill, daughter of Max, 
has the role of Cinderella. Miss Dill 
is a looker and has stage personality, 
but she should leave the vocal chores 
to someone else. ‘For the Good of 
the Team,’ a prison scene with a 
familiar ring to it; ‘Black and White 
Rhythm,’ a flashy number by _a line 
of colored dancers; ‘Stork Derby,’ 


WHAT 


Nathan’s Play 


New York, April 15. 
Editor, Variety: 


Want to deny an item dated Dal- 
las, to the effect that Jed Mace, 
president of the Arden Club, South- 
ern Methodist University, would 
give the world’s premiere of George 
Jean Nathan’s play, ‘The Avon 
Flows.’ This absolutely without 
an atom of truth and you have ob- 
viously been misinformed. Mr. Mace 
will not play in Mr. Nathan’s play, 
nor will the world’s premiere be 
given in Dallas. 

I make the foregoing statement, on 


is 


resent in this play matter. 
Richard J. Madden. 
(George Jean Nathan explained he 
will not permit any production of 
‘The Avon Flows’ before the fall of 





which would have been okey in a 
burly house, and ‘Chinatown Then 
and Now’ closed the show. 


scenes, 
from the stork derby to a 
drawn-out marriage service in Old 
St. Mary’s Church in Chinatown, 
being tied together with a televi- 
sion idea. 

Robert Clarke, looking somewhat 


like Jimmy Savo, and Paddy Crow- | 


ley contribute most of the comedy 
of which there could have been a 
great deal more. A line of thirteen 
girls does remarkably good work, di- 
rected by Yvonne Matejcik, who 
gives a solo, Dance Orientale, in 
the finale. ‘Swing Time in Spring- 
time’ and ‘Swing Parade’ are the best 
of the songs by Nat Goldstein and 
Melville. Others in the company of 
nearly 100 who do good work are 
Marta Golden, Solly Carter, Leon 
Forbes, Adele Swanson, Richard 
Allen and Walter Farnsworth. 

Ruth Allen did the costuming. She 
deserves a- special salute. They 
look a great deal more costly than 
they actually are. Scott McLean did 
a nice job of the settings for the pro- 
duction which was the best yet 
turned out by FTP here. Milt. 


Professor Mamlock 


Drama in four acts. Presented at Daly's, 
N. Y., April 13, °37, by the Jewish Theatre 
Project of the Federal (WPA) Theatre; 
written by Friedrich Wolf; translation, 
Anne Bromberger; producer, Philip Gross; 
stage manager, Bernard Bunin; settings, 
George Phillips; 55c top. 

Frances Beck, Greta Karnot, Augusta 
Durgeon, Herb Breakstone, William Dans 
ker, Emil Hirsch, Mayne Arey, Tom Mor- 
rison, Morris Strassberg, Harry Lessin, 
Joseph Anthony, Edith Angold, Mary 
George, Loui# Brandt, Eleafior Gillmore, 
Mary Adams, Izella Phenice, Abe Barso, 
Lawrence Clark, Maurice Lazarus, Molly 
Buchsbaum, Jeanette Klein, Shifra Baraks. 





This represents one of the not 
over-frequent occasions when the 
WPA acquired a book from a play- 
wright whose work has had some 
attention before. Friedrich Wolf's 
‘Sailors of Cattaro’ was given an 
airing two years ago on 14th street, 
but with a good deal of comment 
outside the class-conscious circles. 


‘Professor Mamlock,’ the current 
WPA offering, has not been pro- 
duced in this country before. It’s 
14th street, like the ‘Sailors,’ but 
with a wallop that will probably re- 
verberate outside the ordinary pro- 
test cults. 


Wolf takes Hitler Germany apart, 
from the viewpoint of the Jew, and 
he does a swell job. Technically, it 
has loopholes and sags, but the gen- 
eral overlay of sincerity, plus a 
couple of characters that run in high 
gear all the way through, manage to 
camouflage the threadbare spots 
pretty well. George Phillips’ set- 
tings, with accuracy to the last de- 
tail in the hospital scenes, are 
worthy of inclusion in the camou- 
flage category. 


Opus depicts a German-Jewish 
doctor of conservative traits who’s 
too busy with his clinic to bother 
with political upheavals. Not until 
his son turns Communist, and he 
fets beaten up and tagged ‘Jew’ by 
the Storm Troops, does Prof. Mam- 
lock wake up to the fact that hell 
has broken loose. When the Storm 

roopers finally decide to take away 
his clinic, leaving him only a minor 
Surgical capacity, he commits sui- 
cide, 

Play is palatable, as theatre me- 
chanics, in that it’s not raucous. 
Twice there are bad spots—when the 
Internes and patients gab too much 
in a hospital, and when the Nazi 
girl finally falls in love with the 

ommunist kid—but for the rest it’s 
solid characterization of a man who 
£6. trapped by fate, so to speak. 

hird act needs trimming. At least 
10 minutes could be lopped off. 


Morris Strassberg does a nice job 


With the Mamlock role, all things | 


considered. He stays on the con- 


it safe. 


- even better. Edith Angold, as 
Mamlock’s wife: Mary George, as his 


daughter, and Joseph Anthony, as | 


Ss 


4 son, render capable support. 
General credit due all around to the 
others, Edga. 


Servative side of the role, and plays | 
With better makeup, he'd | 


1938, and then only if he approves 
the casting. Four producers have 


| made offers, according to Nathan.) 
Revue is practically devoid of plot, | 
the various subjects of the different | 
which covered everything | 
long | 


Dallas, April 20. 
Permission for production 

‘Avon Flows’ by Arden Club, dra- 
matic group of S. M. U., was given 
by Nathan ‘some time ago,’ accord- 
ing to Mace, prez of group. At that 
time, Mace says, Nathan did not an- 
ticipate immediate professional pro- 
duction, local production hinging on 
lack of publicity and pro prospects. 
Prez claims Nathan and his agent, 
Madden, wrote him (Mace) last 
week rescinding okay for Dallas 
production. Letter explained Guth- 
rie McClintic wants play for fall 
production and wants no previous 
amateur production. 





Billy Watson on Strippers 
Philadelphia, April 16. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


This is my-56th year in show 
business. By cutting out strip and 
tease acts License Commissioner 
Paul Moss in N. Y. is doing clean 
burlesque houses a favor to exist, 
and giving the public a piece of 
clean amusement where a man can 
take his family. 

Why can’t the shows be like when 
Sam Scribner was president of the 
big Columbia Wheel. What a swell 
| audience we used to get. Now the 
| theatres simply play mostly to stag 
| audiences. Darn few women attend. 
The owners of theatres just 
|ruined themselves and their own 
theatres. Filth does not last; a little 
spice and ginger, yes. 

When Gypsy Rose Lee and Ann 
Corio played my Orpheum in Pater- 
son, they jammed my theatre with 
more women than men. Why? They 
were refined. No bare breasts—they 
wore full trunks and looked swell. 

It’s a good thing the License Dept. 
cut them out; it gives comedians a 
chance to tell their drawing powers. 
Now the teasers think they are 
doing it. 





Billy Watson 
(Of Beef Trust Fame.) 


O.K. on F. D. R. 


New York, April 14. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

WMCA, New York, erred in cut- 
ting Arthur Boran off the air at the 
Press Photographers’ ball because 
of his presidential imitation. Boran 
received permission from Stephen 
Early, the President’s secretary. 
Boran did an impersonation this past 
year before Mr. Roosevelt at the 
White House Press Correspondents’ 
dinner. 

Boran also impersonated the Chief 
Executive on Eddie Cantor’s (Tex- 
aco) program only a few weeks ago 
over the Columbia Network. 

Sam Blake. 


Perlman Congrats Thayer 


Tollywood, April 18. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


Your issue of April 7 carries front 
| page story regarding kickbacks di- 
{rected at Federai Theatre Project 
|in play entitled ‘Uncle Sam Pre- 
sents’ by Julian Thayer, thought to 
be William J. Perlman. Please deny 
this. 

Not that executives of FTP don’t 
deserve panning. Treatment accord- 
ed Maud Fealy. Equity member and 
champion of the professional, re- 
cently placed on sewing project; and 
treatment accorded me, unjustly re- 
moved from position of play super- 
' visor, and forced back on dole; as 
well as miserable treatment of nu- 
merous other capable professionals 
flagrant violation of the Presi- 
dent’s work relief program. 

After innumerable protests had 
reached Washington, W. H. Kinler, 
{WPA field agent, was sent here to 








rr 
| is 


behalf of Mr. Nathan, whom I rep- | 





| by anyone who at any time was a 


of | 


THEY THINK 





investigate. Kinler admitted to many 
witnesses whose sworn statements 
are in my possession his findings 
were of sufficiently serious nature 
not only to oust some of local FTP 
executives but even to indict them. 
Kinler’s report, forwarded to Ad- 
ministrator Hopkins in February ap- 


pears to have been squashed. ‘f 
all facts were known there would 
be sufficient material to write 10 
plays, not one. Congratulations to 


Mr. Thayer. 
William J. Perlman. 


Add: ‘State-Lake Sweethearts’ 
Chicago, April 16. 
Editor, Variety: 

Will you please be kind enough to 
publish this letter to correct the 
letter in your issue of April 14, pur- 
ported to have been written by an 
ex-‘State-Lake Sweetheart.’ That 
letter could not have been written 
by any member of the ‘State-Lake 
Sweethearts’ or, to our knowledge, 


member of our line. At no time| 
have we ever had a member in our 
group whose name was Vera M., the 
signer of the letter in your last issue. 

The writer of last week’s letter 
made certain references to Balaban 
& Katz which are entirely unfair to 
that organization. We have not been 
approached by Balaban & Katz, nor 
have we received any offers from 
them, and to insinuate that they 
would act in a manner suggested by 
the writer of last week’s letter clear- 
ly indicates here complete ignorance 
of the high esteern that the theatrical 
profession holds for Balaban & Katz. 

During the past four years in 
which we have worked at the State- 
Lake our relationships have been 
most pleasant, and the kindness and 
consideration that we have always 
received from Mr. Jones has only 
served to increase our friendship and 
admiration. 

We leave the State-Lake theatre 
because we desire to start on a ca- 
reer of our own, and, in leaving the 
State-Lake, we leave with the kind- 
est of thoughts for those with whom 
we have been associated. 

THE FORMER STATE-LAKE 
SWEETHEARTS, 
By Ronnie Haigh, 
Captain. 


Anti-Politicos 
Albany, N. Y., April 18. 
Editor VARIETY: 

Why cannot something be done to 
abolish or at least reduce the enor- 
mous expense to which the theatri- 
cal business is annually subjected 
through the perennial introduction 
of the Dickstein bill and its close 
kin regulating the motion picture 
business on the docket of Congress? 

Whether or not these bills have 
any basic value is beside the ques- 
tion. It is apparent, after several 
years of determined effort that 
neither of these documents stands 
any chance of being enacted into 
law, yet year after year their pro- 
ponents put the amusement business 
to enormous expense in defending 
itself from what amounts virtually 
to a ‘strike.’ 

Their proponents know there is 
little or no chance of obtaining pas- 
sage for these bills if a proper de- 
fense is submitted, yet each session 
they are reintroduced and once 
more must be opposed. 

It is probable that in excess of 
$500,000 have been expended on pub- 
lic hearings and private lobbying on 
these two matters and neither is 
any nearer passage today than when 
first introduced. ‘ 

Congress should enact a resolution 
that after a proposed bill has been 
presented and defeated after two 
consecutive sessions it may not then 
be revived for a term of years. 

James H. Codrington. 


Penny Wouldn't Fool ’Em 
New York, April 14. 


Jim Europe’s Drummer 


Hollywood, April 13. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

In reply to the recent letter on 
Jim Europe's band and his drummer 
in your issue of April 7, that same 
drummer was the one who eventu- 
ally killed Europe. He was sentenced 
to Charlestown State’s Prison in 
Massachusetts and later became the 
charge of my brother, Joe, in Bos- 
ton. 

I am writing at RKO for a living, 
and still playing a lot of benefits. 

Benny Rubin. 


(The drummer, whose name will 
be left anonymous, served eight 
years in the Massachusetts State's 
prison after a pen-knife altercation 
following a dressing room argument 
with Europe. Latter went on with 
his music, dismissing the wound in 
his neck as a more or less superficial 
bruise, but later succumbed when a 
blood clot set in. The ex-drummer, 
last heard from in Boston, was an 
elevator operator and living in re- 
tirement. 

Joe Rubin who operated the Pine 
View Inn outside of Boston on the 
Providence road, and who is now a 
vaude and radio agent, set the 
drummer up with a set of gilded 
drums, after he helped effect his 
liberation from the hoosegow. The 
drummer went to work in Rubin's 
roadhouse and, as Rubin said at the 
time, he paid off the drums in two 
weeks from tips tosse him by 
customers.) 


He Ain’t Got Rhythm 


New York, April 17. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I was pleased to note in your last 
issue a resumption of the Forum, 
which was an interesting feature of 
the Variety I knew and enjoyed 
years ago. It emboldens me to raise 
my voice in a protest which has long 
lain upon my mind. I shall prob- 
ably be denounced as a fossil with a 
horse and buggy mind, but I want to 
offer a plea for at least a partial re- 
turn to the sanity and entertainment 
value of those early days. 

For example, a band is offered as 
the feature. But it does not play 
music. Often it is not even possible 
to tell just what selection it is play- 
ing what with the ‘swing,’ the ‘hot 
licks’ and all the rest of the frenzy 
which has invaded the musical field. 
It must be appreciated by the 
younger generation, as demonstrated 
by the recent Benny Goodman out- 
burst at the Paramount theatre in 
New York, but unfortunately we are 
not all young. There are thousands 
who would appreciate tuneful music, 
expertly played, as opposed to the 
din and turmoil of the modern maes- 
tros. We had jazz—syncopation—in 
those early days, as witness Ben 
Harney, Mike Bernard and others, 
but it was still music. Now it is 
merely noise and falls harshly on old 
fashioned ears. 

It is the same way all along the 
line. The few remaining acrobats are 
whirled madly about by the teeter 
boards instead of going into the 
smooth, graceful routines of those 
Reading-trained artists of an earlier 
day. Hoofers seek to prove their 
ability, not with their class or the 
precision of their taps, but through 
an exhibition of ankle breaking ef- 
forts, the reverse of the graceful and 
in sad contrast to the finished work 
of the old timers. Singers baw! into 
the microphones and all come out 
the other end sounding pretty much 
alike. They gain in volume what 
they lose in personality. Personally 
I prefer the personality. It has been 
years since I have seen a good soft- 
shoe dance, and sand dancing has 
disappeared. I am told because it 
necessitated the frequent relaying of 
the stage apron. But that is a small 
matter compared to the effect gained 
Even the style of humor has changed, 
and for the worst. It no longer ha: 
to be funny—just dirty. 


I am not a professional, just an old | 





Editor, VARIETY: 

The press have it that I am strip- 
teasing, on account of playing in 
Chicago vaudeville and _ picture 
house on a bill with strip-tease girls. | 
The management in one number, | 
with the dancing girls, had us take | 
off our coats on the stage, getting 
down to a short costume I've 
worn lots of times before. 

Since I wouldn't take my figure | 
seriously enough to strip-tease, am | 
writing you because I wouldn't want | 
to disappoint anyone—ha! ha! 

Aun Pennington. | 


as 





(Yacht Club, N. Y., ads heralded 





Miss Pennington in a strip specialty.) 


timer who used to read Variety be- 
cause I was interested in vaudeville. 
Now I read it more through force of 
habit than because what little that is 
left of vaudeville intrigues me. 1 
am just one of the mob who used to 
put their money on the ticket ledge 


at the Union Square or Proctor’s 23d | 


St. week after week assured of en- 
tertainment and insured against vio- 
lence. But no more. And 
just possible that catering to the jazz 
mad is at least partly responsible for 
the decadence of what was once a 
simple and pleasant diversion. It’s 


something that managers might think | 


over, 
Paul Brockhurst. 





Circus Notes 











(Continued from page 61) 





seized and are in possession of many 
papers, without which the estate 
can aardly be settled. 

John M. Kelly, the Ringling show 


attorney; Rich-rd Fuchs, the late 
showman’'s former secretary, and 
several accountants are under in- 


dictment, charged with alleged fraud 


in the tax matter. Indications are 
the government seeks conviction 
upon which to base a civil action 


pointing towards collection of the tax 
claims. However, a settlement is pos- 
sible. 





When Ralph Clawson joins the 
Ringling outfit he will be assistant 


to Samuel W. Gumpertz in addition 
to making legal adjustments or ‘fix- 
ing.’ He has been in Chicago with 
the Hagenbeck-Wallace show. 

J. C. Donahue, the show's general 
agent, is readying the Boston date 
which follows the Garden engage- 
ment. Al Butler is again aiding Bill 
Conway in contracting. 





Show is using a new system in the 
matter of passes. Each one issuing 
paper has a number, printed in large 
figures. Certain locations are thus 
indicated and when presented at the 
box offices or ticket wagons are im- 
mediately recognized. 


Justin Loyale has _ inserted his 
finale trick, back somersaulting from 
one horse to another, leaping from 
the shoulders of his sister Germaine. 

After a Sunday (18) conference 
with Samuel W. Gumpertz, Howard 
Barry planed back to Chicago to 
take full charge of the Hagenbeck- 
Wallace show. Frank Hatch is 
definitely out with Ed Arlington's 
status somewhat in doubt. Finances 
is said to have brought about the 
quick change. 

Barry is an advertising man with 
a tie-up with General Motors. He 














isn’t it | 


also scouted for novelties and last 
season brought back pigmy elephants 
for the Ringling outfit. The small 
editions were an unruly lot then 
but are now quite docile. 

Ringling show’s tour will include 
the Coast for the first time in four 
years, also playing the Northwest, 
where the big top has not been seen 
for 10 years. 





Robert Wadlow, the eight foot 
seven inch giant, will probably not 
be with the show after eight weeks. 





Equity Decides 











(Continued from page 55) 





cept, but the opposition figures ex- 
pected weight of names may lead 
him to change his mind about the 
idea. 

Another angle is the attempt to 
show how many members favor a 
change in administration, whether 
the opposition wins or not. Hamp- 
den is in virtual seclusion at his 
home in Connecticut with an in- 
jured ankle and has not been able 
to go to the telephone. If he does 
run, the chances are he would have 
to resign as president of the Play- 
ers’ Club, 40% of the club’s member- 
ship being actors, the balance be- 
ing artists and writers. Star has 
expressed himself as definitely not 
interested in becoming a candidate, 

Where’s a Candidate 

Stated by one keen observer that 
the chances of any reputable actor 
opposing Gillmore are slim. Any 
such person would take over a task 
with many unusual angles and un- 
less informed on the numerous actor 
issues would find the assignment no 
bargain. 

One pointed reason why Hampden 
may not accept, regardless of the 
| petition, is his attitude towards 
Equity Shop. As an actor-manager 
| he resigned after a short period as 
a member of the council because 
not in sympathy with the principle. 
| Managers, at the time, claimed it 
was really closed shop, but the in- 
tervening seasons have proved that 
to be incorrect. 

If there is an independent ticket 
it will be printed alongside the reg- 
ular ticket on the same sheet of pa- 
per along with a blank form on 
| which other candidates may be writ- 
ten in. Indie ticket must be in the 
hands of the executive secretary at 
least 24 days -efore election. Stipu- 
lation calls for such ticket to be 
handed in 10 days before the ballots 
are sent out, constitution calling for 
such distribution to be made 14 days 
before the election and annual meete 
| ing. 
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CAROLE LOMBARD 


MY COMPLEXION SOAP= 
Lux ToiLet SoaP- 
MAKES A WONDERFUL 
BEAUTY BATH 


WHEN | STEP OUT 
MY SKIN IS SOFT 
AND SMOOTH~ 
DELICATELY 
FRAGRANT. YOULL 
LOVE Lux Tomer 
SOAPS PERFUME! 
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protects daintiness... 





Every girl knows how important it is to keep 
skin sweet. It’s only then you can be sure 
you are attractive! Lux Toilet Soap’s 
ACTIVE lather sinks deep down into the 
pores, frees them of stale perspiration, every 
last trace of dust and dirt—leaves skin 
thoroughly clean. 

You'll find this quick beauty bath refresh- 
ing, too—a wonderful pick-me-up before 
your evening date. Why don’t you try it? 
Girls.everywhere are using this fine com- 
plexion soap for their daily beauty bath! 





Locally 





9 OUT OF 10 SCREEN STARS 
* USE LUX TOILET SOAP 
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